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“But Now I See” 

John 9:1-25 

 

 Can you imagine what it would be like to have been born blind, never to have seen anything, 

and then all of a sudden, to be able to see? 

 That’s what happened to the man we read about in this story from John 9. He had been blind 

from birth—he had never been able to see anything. 

 But now, after Jesus had come by and had healed him, he could see everything—including 

some things that the Pharisees couldn’t see, or wouldn’t see. 

 

The setting 

 The Jewish Feast of Tabernacles had just come to a close. You’ll remember from last week’s 

sermon that each day there was a beautiful ceremony in which after a festive procession to the 

temple, the priest took water he had drawn from the Pool of Siloam and poured it out with wine 

on the altar as a libation offering to God. This offering reminded the people how God had 

provided water in the wilderness wanderings and had continued to provide it in the Promised 

Land through rain. On the last day of the Feast, the procession and ceremony were even more 

impressive, as the priests processed around the altar seven times, and the ceremony climaxed 

with singing and trumpets and then absolute silence. 

 Something else that took place during the Feast was that each night, four huge Menorahs 

(lampstands or candelabrums with seven branches) lit up the entire temple area. The wicks for 

these lamps were made from worn-out priests’ garments. There was a ceremonial torch dance 

under the lights, and the Levites chanted the Psalms of Ascents (120-134) on the steps that led 

from the Court of the Women up to the Court of the Israelites. There were fifteen steps, and they 

chanted one psalm on each step.  

These celebrations went on most of the night during the seven nights of the Feast. Just as the 

water ceremony reminded them of the water God gave in the wilderness, the Menorahs 

illuminating the temple area reminded them of God’s presence in the pillar of fire at night that lit 

up their ancestors’ world when they were in the wilderness. 

 It was all such a festive and joyful occasion that one ancient Jewish saying declared, “He 

who has never seen the joy of the Feast of Tabernacles has never seen joy!”
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 But then here was this poor man who had been born blind. Though he had heard all the 

celebrations of the Feast, he had never been able to see any of these moving ceremonies. And he 

was pretty much dependent on the mercy and generosity of people he begged from, since there 
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just wasn’t much a blind man could do to earn a living in that day and time. And he was 

probably often subject to the cruelty and callousness of others. 

Now a solemn Sabbath followed the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles on the eighth 

day. It was apparently on that eighth day that what John tells us about in chapters 8 and 9 took 

place. 

In 8:12, Jesus had given another of his “I AM” sayings, declaring, “I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
2
 His 

statement harkens back to 1:4-5, 9 (NRSV), where John declares: 

 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it . . . . The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  

 

The Pharisees challenged Jesus’ declaration, and that led to a long discussion between Jesus 

and them about his claims, his relationship to the Father, and the Jews’ and his own relationship 

to Abraham. 

 

The story 

 At the end of chapter 8, some of the Jews were trying to stone Jesus, but he hid himself and 

slipped away from the temple area. 

And as he was going along, he saw this man. 

 Now when Jesus’ disciples saw the man, they didn’t take pity on his situation. Instead, they 

asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (9:2). 

 That’s often a burning question for us as humans, isn’t it? We want to know why suffering 

happens, especially if it seems to be an innocent victim who’s suffering. Why do good people get 

sick? Why do children suffer? Why are babies sometimes born with some kind of physical 

condition or abnormality that may be debilitating or even life-threatening? 

 The disciples thought they had the reason narrowed down, based on the popular theology of 

their day. It simply had to be because this man’s parents had committed some kind of awful sin, 

and this was its punishment, or else (an even worse twist) somehow the man had sinned even 

before he was born. Imagine the stigma both he and his parents had endured all these years 

because of these ideas. 

  

 A little aside here . . .  In the Scriptures, there are several different reasons that are given for 

why people suffer. Sometimes it’s the direct result of sin, either their own sin or as the victim of 

a sinful act by another person. At other times suffering is purposeful, so that God may use it to 

train us in righteousness, like the suffering an athlete endures in training for a contest. God may 

also use suffering purposefully to advance his kingdom, bringing together circumstances and 

opportunities in a way that might never have happened were it not for someone’s suffering. 

That’s what Paul was saying in Philippians 1 about his opportunity to witness to the Praetorian 

Guard while he was in prison. Often a suffering Christian has opportunities to witness to God’s 

grace in the hospital or at the cancer treatment center that he or she might never have had 

otherwise. Sometimes suffering is just the common lot of humanity in a fallen world. And 

sometimes, the reason for our suffering is just a mystery.  
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 Well, in this encounter, Jesus’ disciples simply assume that the man’s blindness is the direct 

result of somebody’s sin. But Jesus reframes the issue for them. He tells them, “Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life” 

(9:3). Jesus took a completely different attitude. As William Hull puts it in his commentary on 

John:  

 

To the disciples the blind man was a question mark, an object of 

detached speculation, while for Jesus he was an opportunity, a subject 

needing involved compassion.
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Jesus went on to declare that they had to do the work of the one who sent him while it is day, 

since night was coming when no one could work. And then he repeated his claim to be “the light 

of the world” (9:4-5). 

 What Jesus did next must have seemed a bit strange. “He spit on the ground, made some mud 

with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes” (9:6). Then he told the man to go wash in the Pool 

of Siloam. Remember Siloam? That’s the pool the priests drew the water from for the libation 

offering for the Feast of Tabernacles! When the man went and washed, he could see! 

 The people around him couldn’t believe it! They wondered if he was even the same person. 

He kept telling them, “I am the man” (9:9).  

 So the next question was obvious—“How then were your eyes opened?” (9:10). And he told 

them: 

 
“The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He 
told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I 
could see” (9:11). 

 

But now he didn’t know where Jesus was. 

 They took him to the Pharisees, and just as it was when Jesus healed the lame man on a 

Sabbath, they were upset. If this had been a life-threatening emergency, it might have been okay 

for Jesus to heal him. But one more day wouldn’t make a difference for a blind man. 

 The Pharisees interrogated the man, asking how he had received his sight. He told them. And 

then an interesting division arose among the Pharisees. Some thought Jesus couldn’t be from 

God, because he didn’t keep the Sabbath according to their standards. But others of them 

wondered how a sinner could do such signs. So finally they asked the man what he thought about 

Jesus. 

 He didn’t hesitate; apparently he knew the stories about Elijah and Elisha and the healings 

they performed. He said, “He is a prophet” (9:17). 

 The Jewish leaders still didn’t believe his story, so they decided to confirm from his parents 

that he had indeed been blind from birth. But that was all his parents would tell them, since the 

leaders had promised to put anyone who confessed Jesus as the Messiah out of the synagogue. 

 So they called the man back again. They said, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is 

a sinner” (9:24). 

 Don’t you love the man’s reply? “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 

know. I was blind but now I see!” 

 He was not just seeing physically; he was beginning to see spiritually as well. Several 

scholars have noted that when you work on through the entire chapter, there’s a progression of 
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the man’s understanding of Jesus. At first he describes him as a man (9:11), then a prophet 

(9:17), then as one from God (9:33). When Jesus comes to him again, he reveals himself to him 

as the Son of Man (9:35), and the man confesses him as Lord (9:38).
4
 As Charles Talbert puts it, 

throughout the story, “The man’s Christology (what he believes about Christ) continues to 

evolve.”
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 And all this was based on his experience with Christ as Jesus healed him of his blindness. 

When Jesus healed this man born blind, the man put his trust in him. 

 

The story continues . . . 

 The same kind of thing still happens today. Though we don’t often see firsthand the kind of 

healing Jesus did here, it does still sometimes happen, especially in some other parts of the world 

where people are more open to the supernatural realm. But this sign that Jesus did points to a 

reality that does happen often. People who are spiritually blind are made to see. The spiritually 

dead are raised to life. The spiritually sick are healed. In other words, sinners are saved by the 

Lord Jesus Christ! By his grace and mercy, Jesus gives sight to the spiritually blind so they can 

see and trust him. 

 

 “I was blind but now I see!” Do those words ring a bell? 

 I suppose that one of the favorite hymns of many Christians—indeed, of many people in 

general—is “Amazing Grace”: 

 

  Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

We hear this hymn in all different kinds of settings, even on the bagpipes at funerals and 

memorials for fallen police officers and firefighters. 

 The man who wrote the hymn was John Newton. By the time he wrote it, he was an Anglican 

minister. But he meant what he wrote when he described himself as a wretch who had been 

saved, as once lost but found, once blind but now seeing. He’d been a wicked slave-trader and 

seaman, and was once all but enslaved himself. God had miraculously saved him and 

transformed him. He was a pastor for the last 43 years of his life. He wrote the epitaph for his 

gravestone himself, and it reads like this: 

 

John Newton, Clerk 

Once an infidel and libertine, 

A servant of slaves in Africa: 

Was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 

Preserved, restored, pardoned, 

And appointed to preach the Faith 

He had laboured long to destroy . . . .
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 Jesus did it for John Newton. He did it for the man born blind. He has done it for multitudes 

of others through the ages. And he will do it for you. 

Is Jesus opening your eyes this morning?  



 5 

Will you see him for who he is and put your trust in him?  
MEG 
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