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“Is Anybody Thirsty?” 

John 7:37-39 

 

 Have you ever been thirsty? I mean really thirsty? 

 What quenches your thirst? Pepsi? Coke? Milk? Gatorade? Coffee? Tea? 

 Well, despite all their claims, the only thing that really quenches my thirst is pure, fresh, 

clean, clear water. Even when I drink a soft drink or anything else, I usually end up following it 

with a glass of cool water! 

 Thirst is a nagging sensation, isn’t it? It is, of course, the body’s way of telling us we need 

water. After all, most any liquid you drink is going to have water in it. 

 The people of Jesus’ day knew about thirst. They often experienced it to a much greater 

degree than we ever would, because fresh water wasn’t nearly so easy for them to get as it is for 

us. They couldn’t go to a faucet and turn it on to get their water; it had to be drawn from a well 

or cistern and carried home in huge water jars. They didn’t have bottled water or soft drinks or 

travel cups to carry with them so they could sip on it when they got thirsty. They could really 

relate to what Jesus was saying here in our text for today. 

 

 And so can we. Because you see, Jesus wasn’t talking here about physical thirst. No, just as 

he did with the Samaritan woman at the well, he used the physical thirst they knew so well as a 

metaphor to talk spiritual thirst, something we all experience! Listen to what he said in John 

7:37-39 . . .
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37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said 

in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 
water will flow from within him.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that 
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles 

 Jesus offered this invitation at the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. This was one of the three 

great feasts that the Law of Moses prescribed, and that Jewish males were supposed to attend. It 

was a time when the Jews remembered how God had provided for them in the wilderness 
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between the time he brought them out of Egypt and carried them into the Promised Land. They 

remembered how they had dwelt in booths or tents in the wilderness, and how God gave them 

water from the rock. And they remembered how God gave them rain year after year to water the 

land after they entered Canaan. 

 It was an impressive event!
2
 It lasted for a week. On the morning of first day, the priests 

would process to the Pool of Siloam with a container that they filled with enough water to last 

for the ceremonies of the whole feast. With the ram’s horn trumpets blowing and the people 

following the procession back to the temple singing the Hallel (Psalms 113-118), a priest would 

carry the water back to the temple, while the other priests in the procession carried and waved 

willow branches. Once they got to the temple, the priests would walk all the way around the altar 

as the people waved the lulabs they were carrying (sort of a decorated baton made of twigs that 

was a symbol of rejoicing). They would cry out, “Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!” Then a 

priest would fill one silver bowl with the water from the Pool of Siloam and another with wine 

and go up to the altar and pour both out as a libation offering to God. 

 The last day was the greatest day of the feast. As well as their lulabs, the people had been 

carrying empty gourds as a symbol of their anticipation of the great blessings they’d receive 

when the Messiah would come. 

 On the last day, the water ceremony was even more impressive. The priests would circle the 

altar seven times, just as Joshua and the Israelites had done at Jericho. The people had their 

gourds and their lulabs, and the priests had their willows, and the people were singing and the 

trumpets sounding. When the priest poured out the offering, the priests beat the earth with their 

willows, and then there was complete silence. 

 And then Jesus stood up and cried out: 

 
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from 
within him.” 

 

 Can you picture it? 

 Year after year they had come to the feast with their hearts thirsty. Year after year they had 

remembered what God had done in the past and looked forward to when the Messiah would 

come. The ceremonies were beautiful and impressive and meaningful. But year after year, they 

had gone away with their hearts still thirsty and their gourds still empty. Something was still 

missing. They had a thirst that only God could quench. 

 

Living water 

 That day, Jesus offered living water to the thirsty ones who would come to him in faith. And 

he still does today! 

 Now Jesus’ invitation is to anyone who is thirsty (7:37). It’s as broad as it can be! 

 The Jewish religious leaders would only have invited those who were able to keep the Law—

not just the spirit of that Law, but the letter, and the tradition of the elders. Most of the common 

people wouldn’t be able to do that for a wide variety of reasons.  

But Jesus invited anyone who was thirsty—even the hated tax collectors and sinners, even 

the most immoral people—if anyone was thirsty, Jesus invited him or her to come to him! 

But before people will heed Christ’s invitation, they have to realize their need. People don’t 

look for water to drink until they’re thirsty. And people don’t come to Jesus to quench their 
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spiritual thirst until they realize their need. Sometimes they’re trying to quench their thirst with 

spiritual soft drinks, not realizing that the only thing that will quench it is living water! They 

have to get to the point that they’re experiencing a thirst in their hearts that nothing else will 

satisfy. 

You know, water is valued most by those who are really thirsty. In a natural disaster that 

affects the water supply, people become willing to pay dearly for water. 

Back in the 1980s, North Carolina Baptists were in a partnership with Baptists in the African 

nation of Togo. One of the chief projects was drilling wells, so people could have good, fresh, 

clean water. 

But I still remember the pictures that were shown at the Baptist State Convention meeting 

that year during the report on this partnership. In one village in Togo, when the drillers finally 

struck water and it was spraying out of the well, the people danced for joy as the water showered 

down on them! They knew what it was like to be thirsty and not have water. And when water 

came in abundance, their joy couldn’t be contained! 

 Few of us have ever felt that kind of physical thirst. But there’s probably someone listening 

to me today who’s terribly thirsty in your heart. You may be trying to quench that thirst every 

way you can think of. Maybe you’ve tried to find fulfillment in your work or in a relationship. 

Maybe you’ve tried to satisfy it with alcohol or other drugs or an immoral activity or lifestyle. 

You may be looking for it in music or sports or by trying to fit in with the crowd. But it just isn’t 

working. Maybe it eases for a little while, but it just keeps coming back, nagging at the deepest 

part of your being. No matter what or how hard you try, deep down, you’re still thirsty! 

 Well I have bad news and good news for you. The bad news is that none of those things will 

quench that thirst. The good news is that Jesus will, and whoever you are, whatever you’ve done, 

whatever your place in life—rich or poor, good or bad, moral or immoral, young or old—if you 

know you’re thirsty this morning, Jesus invites you to come to him and drink! 

 

Coming to Jesus 

But notice that—Jesus invites you to come to him. 

He didn’t invite people to come to the Law, or to earning their salvation by their own good 

works, or to a particular ceremony or act. He said, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and 

drink!”  

 He was inviting people who had been left thirsty by the Law and all the ceremonies of 

Judaism (ceremonies that pointed to the coming Messiah) to come to the only one who could 

quench the thirst of the human heart—himself, Jesus, the Lord and Messiah! 

 His invitation to us today is that same. It’s not to come to Law or works, not to ceremony or 

sacraments, not to a preacher or priest, nor to a doctrine or philosophy! It’s not to take out a “fire 

insurance” policy to preserve us from the fires of hell. It’s not even an invitation to come to the 

church, as important and vital and necessary as it is to be actively involved as a part of God’s 

people once we cast our lot with him. 

 It is rather an invitation to a life-changing faith relationship with a person—the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God! John tells us plainly in 3:36 (ESV) that “Whoever believes in the Son has 

eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 

him.” Jesus’ invitation is to come to the one who can satisfy soul-thirst to the point of 

overflowing, the one from whom the Holy Spirit flows through us as streams of living water 

(7:38-39)! 

 But what does it mean to come to Christ? 
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 More than a hundred years ago, the great British Baptist preacher C. H. Spurgeon put it this 

way in one of his sermons:
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It is a motion of the heart towards him, not a motion of the feet, for 

many came to him in body, and yet never came to him in truth . . . . 

The coming here meant is performed by desire, prayer, assent, consent, 

trust, obedience. 

 

In other words, it’s not some outward act that you perform; it’s something you do in your spirit. 

To come to Christ is to turn from our own selfish way to God’s way. It’s placing our trust and 

dependence totally in him to make things right between us and God. Only then will our thirst be 

quenched. And in doing this, we make a total commitment to him to love him and serve him 

faithfully for the rest of our lives, because this total dependence and this total submission to him 

are really the two sides of the coin of faith. 

 

 Jesus quenches the spiritual thirst of all who put their faith in him. He’s inviting you to come 

to him today if you’re thirsty. 

In Christianity Today, Philip Yancey wrote about something he learned from a young man 

named Mike who works among the homeless: 

  

Mike told me that homeless people, having hit bottom, don't waste 

time building up an image or trying to conform. And they pray without 

pretense, a refreshing contrast to what he found in some churches. 

I asked for an example. He said: “My friend and I were playing 

guitars and singing ‘As the Deer Panteth for the Water,’ when David, a 

homeless man we knew, started weeping. ‘That’s what I want, man,’ 

he said. ‘I want that water. I'm an alcoholic and I want to be healed.’”
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  I’ll say it again: Jesus quenches the spiritual thirst of all who put their faith in him.  

Is anybody thirsty? Will you come to him?  
MEG 
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