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The Last Word 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

 You’ve known them—those folks who always have to have the last word, no matter what. It 

doesn’t matter if they’re right or wrong, they just want to have the last word! 

 Jo Ann and I even had a dog like that one time. 

 His name was Wally. He was a beautiful black and tan German Shepherd. He was very loyal 

to both of us, but he was especially protective of Jo Ann. 

 We had gotten him just a few weeks after we got married back in November 1978. One of 

the older men Jo Ann worked with had German Shepherd show dogs, and Wally was one of their 

puppies. 

 Unfortunately, when he was about seven or eight months old, we discovered that he had hip 

dysplasia, and the worst grade of it. That’s a condition where the ball of the hip joint doesn’t 

form properly, so it slips out of the socket. Over time, the socket begins to fill up with calcium. 

The first time his hip came out of joint, we thought he’d been hit by a car and took him to the 

vet. The vet diagnosed his dysplasia and told us that it’s most common in large dogs and dogs 

from higher bloodlines. Wally was both. At that time the recommended treatment was to limit 

the dog’s exercise. We couldn’t afford a fence, so we put Wally on a twenty-foot chain on a 

stake driven down to ground level, giving him a round area with about a forty-foot diameter to 

move around in. 

 When we were serving the White Lake Baptist Church in Bladen County, my study was in 

the parsonage at the end of the house where we had Wally staked out. 

 One day while I was working in my study, Wally started barking with that high-pitched bark 

that meant, “Come out and play with me.” I went out and petted him for a couple of minutes, 

then went back in to work. He barked that way again, I went and petted him again, then went 

back in to work. Then he started the bark again. 

 This time when I went out to him I tried to explain to him—after all, he was the smartest dog 

in the world at the time, right?—that I had to work and he needed to quieten down. Would you 

believe that as soon as I turned around to walk off, he barked again? So I got a little stern with 

him and told him to be quiet! I turned and started back under the garage, got to the top step to go 

in the door, and looked back at Wally. He had his head lowered and his ears pointed out level to 

each side, and in a low, gruff voice, said, “Woof.” And then it was over. 

 Some folks, even some animals, just have to have the last word! 
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God’s last word 

 Now sometimes it’s a good thing to have the last word, especially when that last word is the 

best word. And that’s exactly what the writer of Hebrews was talking about here in our text. 

 The book of Hebrews is something of a treatise. It may very well have been a sermon that 

was sent as a letter. It doesn’t open the way an ancient letter would have, but it does close like 

one in 13:22-25. The writer refers to the book as his “word of exhortation” (13:22),
1
 but doesn’t 

identify himself. Over time, many assumed that Paul wrote Hebrews, but he always identified his 

letters as coming from him. Scholars have suggested that the author may have been Apollos, 

Timothy, Silas, Barnabas, Luke, or even Priscilla.
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 But the truth of the matter is that we simply 

don’t know who wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews! 

 This exhortation was sent to believers who were apparently Jews who had become believers 

in Christ, but who may have been contemplating giving up their faith in Jesus and returning to 

the ways of their previous Judaism. 

 The writer spends the first ten chapters of the book focusing on how Jesus is greater and 

better— 

 how he has inherited a better name (the Son) than the angels,  

 how he is greater than Moses,  

 how as the great high priest he is better than the priesthood of Aaron,  

 how he is the mediator of a better covenant (the new covenant vs. the old covenant),  

 how he ministers in a better sanctuary (the heavenly rather than the earthly tabernacle), 

 how he has offered a better sacrifice (himself) than the sacrifices prescribed under the old 

covenant, 

 and how his work is based on better promises than those of the old covenant.
3
 

 

But the writer begins it all by declaring from the very beginning that as the Son of God, Jesus 

is God’s last word. Not that God has never spoken since Christ, but rather that in his Son, God 

has revealed himself most fully and has achieved our salvation completely. So in the sense of 

fullness and completeness, God has spoken his last word in Jesus Christ, his Son. Everything 

else he has said before and since must be heard and interpreted in light of what he has said and 

done in Christ! 

 

God’s last word in revelation 

 Look at how the writer expresses it. “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways . . .” (1:1). 

In Old Testament times, God spoke. He spoke at different times and in different ways. He 

spoke through those who proclaimed his word—the prophets. And as he did, he revealed himself 

little by little, step by step. Theologians sometimes call that “progressive revelation.” 

So when God spoke to Abraham or Isaac or Jacob or Joseph or Moses or David or Isaiah or 

Jeremiah or Habakkuk or Zechariah, he was revealing himself and his purpose and his ways. But 

he was not revealing everything about himself and his purpose and his ways. They couldn’t have 

taken it in. 

It’s like teaching a child; you have to begin with the very basics, then build on these, passing 

on a little more knowledge and information and helping the child see how it all fits together. You 

don’t dump advanced algebra on a first-grader who’s just learning basic addition and subtraction. 

You can’t expect a third-grader whose reading skill is developing to be able to read and digest 

Shakespeare! You don’t dump everything on the child at one time! 
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And neither did God. He revealed himself and his purpose and his ways a little bit here and a 

little more there as he spoke through his prophets. 

Now understand that progressive revelation does not mean moving from what is false to what 

is true; it’s moving from what’s partial to what’s full. And in Jesus Christ his Son, God has 

revealed himself most fully. He has not yet shown us everything about himself, but as my beloved 

professor Dr. Donald Keyser used to say, God has shown us everything we need to know to be 

saved and to live as he intends us to live. 

The writer describes the Son as “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 

his being” (1:3). He is the one whom God has “appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

he made the universe” (1:2), and he is the one who is “sustaining all things by his powerful 

word” (1:3). In other words, the Son shares in and perfectly represents the glory and nature of 

God. Everything that belongs to God belongs to the Son. The Son is the agent through whom 

God created the universe, and is the one who sustains the universe—or as Paul put it in 

Colossians 1:15-16 (ESV): 

 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For 
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

In other words, if you want to know what God is like, if you want to know who God is 

and what he does, look at Jesus Christ his Son! He is God’s last word in revelation! Any 

word, any purported revelation that adds to or does not line up with what God has said in 

Christ is false! Everything must be interpreted in light of God’s revelation of himself in his 

Son Jesus Christ, and everything must be consistent with that revelation. 

 

God’s last word in salvation 

 Now that would be impressive enough. But the fact is that Jesus Christ the Son is not only 

God’s last word in revelation; he is also God’s last word in salvation. 

 This one who is God’s Son and heir of all things, through whom God created the universe, 

who is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being,” who sustains all 

things by his powerful word— this one “provided purification for sins” (1:2-3). 

 How did he do that? 

 In Hebrews 9 and 10 the writer shows how Jesus as the greater high priest offered a better 

sacrifice in the heavenly tabernacle than the high priest of the old covenant offered in the earthly 

tabernacle. He draws the contrast between how the blood of earthly animal sacrifices brought 

outward ceremonial cleansing and had to be offered over and over again, while the blood of 

Jesus’ once for all perfect sacrifice deals with and does away with our sin. And so, as Hebrews 

10:12-14 puts it: 

 
But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time he waits for his 
enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has 
made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 
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You simply can’t go beyond that. You can’t add to that. It is done. That’s why the writer says in 

1:3 that after Jesus “had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven.” He didn’t have to offer sacrifices anymore, because his sacrifice of himself 

was once for all and all-sufficient. So he sat down! Through Christ’s sinless life, perfect 

sacrifice, victorious resurrection, and glorious ascension, he has accomplished our salvation.  

To try to add anything to that is to reject him and what he has done. And to reject him and 

what he has done is to turn away from God’s salvation. It’s just that simple. Jesus Christ the Son 

is God’s last word in salvation. 

 

 Now when somebody has had the last word on something, there are several things we can do. 

 We can simply ignore it and go on our way, as though it makes no difference to us. 

 We can argue with it, trying to make our word the last word. But in reality, when the real last 

word has been spoken on something, it’s still the last word even if we refuse to accept it. 

 Or we can accept it, believe it, and heed it. And when it comes to God’s last word in Christ, 

that’s how we respond appropriately to his revelation and receive his salvation that he’s given us 

in Christ. 

 Because Jesus Christ God’s Son is God’s last word in both revelation and salvation, we find 

eternal life by trusting in him—yielding ourselves to him completely, depending on him fully to 

forgive us and save us from our sin. 

 Have you trusted him? Have you accepted him as God’s last word? Will you? 
MEG 
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