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God’s Purpose and Provision for His Church 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

 

 What a wonderful occasion it is that brings us together for this time of worship this evening! 

Jimbo, I’m honored that you’ve asked me to preach this ordination sermon as you are set apart to 

the Gospel Ministry this evening—especially since you get to hear me preach every Sunday! 

 That is what we’re gathered here to do—to set Jimbo Watson apart for this sacred task. I 

love the way I’ve heard one of my teachers, Dr. Mike Cogdill, express it: To be ordained is to be 

set apart from the congregation—not set above the people to lord it over them, nor set below the 

people to be trampled upon by them, but set apart to lead them and guide them in the ways of the 

Lord. It’s in that spirit and understanding that we will ordain Jimbo as a minister of Jesus Christ 

and his gospel this evening.  

 What we do here isn’t magical, though it is mystical. It doesn’t bestow power, yet it does 

entrust authority. 

 This ordination of Jimbo Watson is Smithwood Baptist Church’s outward confirmation of his 

inward sense of call—the ecclesiastical recognition that God has already set Jimbo apart for his 

purposes. It’s the communal authorization for Jimbo to fulfill the ministry God has entrusted to 

him. It’s the bestowal of a congregational blessing on him as he steps into this life and work of 

ordained ministry, the affirmation that God has gifted him for ministry and the church’s 

committal of him “to God and to the word of his grace” (Acts 20:32).
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 With all that said, in our Baptist tradition with our radical 

 understanding of the Reformation principle of the priesthood of all believers, ordination to the 

Gospel Ministry is more about role than rank. 

 And that reality raises this question: What are the roles of both the ministers of the church 

and the members of the church? To get a clear answer to that question, we need to consider 

God’s purpose and provision for his church. 

 

The church as Christ’s body 

 Our text from Ephesians 4 can help us here. As Paul uses a succession of images to help the 

Ephesians experience and understand more deeply what it means to be God’s people, the church 

of Jesus Christ, he reaches for another image and puts his hand on this one—the body.  

 Of all things, the human body! Why in the world this image? Why not a tree that has deep 

roots and spreads its branches toward the heavens? Why not a mighty stream that has its source 

in God and flows through history to the destiny God has laid out for it? Why not an army that’s 
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fighting the powers of evil and darkness? Of all the images Paul could have chosen, why in the 

world did he choose the human body? 

 Actually, this wasn’t an unusual image in the ancient world, especially when people were 

talking about some kind of group. While the ancients didn’t know much about the intricacies of 

the human body compared to today’s medical science, they were well aware that it was an 

amazing creation. So they often used it as an image to describe how a group should cooperate for 

the common good. When we read Paul’s letters, we see that this actually seems to be his favorite 

image of the church. He used it in Romans, 1 Corinthians, Colossians, and again here in 

Ephesians. But just what is Paul trying to say when he describes the church as the body of 

Christ? 

 

God’s purpose for his church 

 This text from Ephesians is a crucial passage for both the structure of the letter and Paul’s 

theology of the church. It serves as a transition from the body of the letter in chapters 2-3 to the 

parenetic or instructions section. In the main body, Paul lays out his understanding of God’s 

grace in Christ and how God has made both Jews and Gentiles who trust Christ into one new 

humanity—something only God could do! In the parenetic section, he talks about the ethical 

implications of the theological realities he’s described. This text is the first of five “walk” 

(peripatein) sayings in this section of the letter that describe for the Ephesians (and us) how 

those redeemed by God’s grace and brought together as one body are to live as his people. As a 

transitional passage, this first ethical section is shot through with theology, and it’s a tremendous 

statement about the Lord’s church and its relationship to him. 

 So what is it that Paul saying with this body image about God’s purpose for the church? 

  Well, Paul first bolsters his appeal to walk worthy of their calling by stressing the oneness of 

the Christian faith. He emphasizes seven “ones”: one body (the church), one Spirit (the Holy 

Spirit), just as believers are called to one hope (resurrection and eternity with Christ as God’s 

kingdom triumphs), one Lord (Jesus), one faith (trusting Jesus as Lord and Savior), and one 

baptism (the common outward mark of believers in the New Testament). Finally, there is one 

God and Father of all who is over all, through all, and in all. In other words, everything about 

the Christian faith has the character of unity or oneness about it; in fact, God’s ultimate eternal 

purpose is to bring everything under one head, Jesus Christ! 

 So to begin with, Paul wants them to experience the unity of the church. The body is one in 

Christ. For Paul, unity is not something we create. It’s something Christ has given his church, a 

gift that we must recognize and live out and protect and practice. It’s what Jesus prayed for in 

John 17 the night before his crucifixion and death. In Ephesians 2, Paul stressed so powerfully 

that through Christ’s death and resurrection, God has created out of a broken, divided humanity 

one new humanity, in which both Jewish and Gentile believers are now members of God’s 

family. Here, he goes even farther, to focus on living out that unity in relationships within the 

church. With such an intense focus on oneness, is it any wonder that Paul appeals to the 

Ephesians “to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”—the peace Christ brought 

us through his death and resurrection?! 

 Maybe Paul is on to something here when he says the church is Christ’s body. After all, you 

can’t divide a body and maintain its wholeness and full ability and viability. Unity is an essential 

aspect of God’s missional purpose for his church. When Jesus prayed for that unity, it was so 

that the world might know that the Father had sent him! A body can’t be whole and healthy 

without unity. 
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 Neither can a body be healthy if it never grows any. The tiny infant we cradle in our arms has 

to grow to become an adult! If he or she doesn’t, it’s because something is terribly wrong. 

 Did you notice how many times Paul talks about the growth of the body in Ephesians 4? The 

body of Christ is to  

 
. . . be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

   Then we will no longer be infants . . . .  
Instead, . . . we will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole 
body . . . grows and builds itself up in love . . . . (4:12-16). 

 
 Not only is the body to be one, it is to be growing—not just in terms of size and numbers, but 

growing toward maturity. This growth toward maturity is growth into unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of Christ. It’s growth in how we relate to one another. It’s growth in our service to 

Christ as his people. It’s a growth that’s like growing from infancy to mature adulthood. It’s 

growing up into Christ who is the Head of the church, becoming like him, not only as individual 

believers, but as a congregation, and being firmly grounded in him so that we are not led astray 

by human cunning and craftiness. 

 So God’s purpose for his church is growth in unity toward maturity in Christ. 

 But how does it happen? 

 

God’s provision for his church 

 Paul tells us here that Christ has made provision for the growth of his body toward maturity. 

Speaking of Christ’s coming down to earth and ascending to heaven, Paul restates Psalm 68:18, 

which talks about God’s ascending his throne, leading a host of captives, receiving gifts from 

people, even those who rebelled against him. This is a picture of an ancient warrior ruler 

returning from battle, leading his captives. But Paul says here that Christ gave gifts to people—

and the gifts were his ministers (apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastors/ teachers). He gave 

them so that they might equip the saints for works of service (the word Paul uses has to do with 

mending or repairing, or even setting a broken bone), so that the body of Christ might be built up 

until we reach unity and maturity. 

 Christ is the Head, and he gives the church his ministers as the body’s supporting ligaments. 

Like the ligaments of the human body, which join bones together and hold organs in place, 

ministers equip the members, holding them together and enabling the various parts of the body to 

function as a part of the body. As the ministers fulfill their function and the members of the body 

do their part for which they were placed in the body, a marvelous thing happens—the body 

grows up into the head, Christ himself. 

 In other words, individually and corporately, we grow toward becoming all Christ intends for 

us to be. It’s not just the ministers, or just the members; it’s each one doing his or her part in the 

body that brings this growth, a growth Paul describes as the body “building itself up in love.” 

 Do you see it? God has made the church one body in Christ, and provides his ministers to 

help it grow toward maturity. It all comes from him. He saves us by his grace, he places us in the 

body, he gives us the unity, he gives the gifts. But the growth comes as the ministers and all the 

members of the body respond in faithful obedience and fulfill what he calls us to be and do! To 
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be part of the church is to be part of a unified body where what every single member does is 

important and contributes to its growth toward maturity. That’s walking in a manner worthy of 

our calling! That’s the body of Christ functioning as it’s meant to function. The members are 

diverse, not identical. But each member is important; every member has a role to play in the one 

body. The role of the ministers is to equip the saints for works of service; the role of the 

members is for each one to do his or her part in the function of the body. 

 

 It’s an awesome responsibility that’s laid on the ministers Christ gives to serve his church. 

How in the world are they ever to fulfill it? 

 Simply this: We must follow Jesus’ model for ministry. When Jesus began his public ministry 

in the synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, Luke tells us that Jesus made it clear that he and 

his ministry were grounded in Scripture and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  In Acts the 

Apostles and other ministers followed his model. Like Jesus, the two principles that guided their 

ministries and all the ministries of the early church were the word of the Lord and the welfare of 

his church. They were pastor-teachers. 

 When the ministers of the church clearly proclaim and teach God’s Word with their words 

and their way of life, and they care for the well-being of the church and the members that make it 

up, ministering to needs and encouraging growth, they faithfully fulfill their role as supporting 

ligaments. Their faithfulness enables the church’s faithfulness, so that the church truly is and 

functions as the body of Christ in the world. I guess you could even say that faithful ministers  

enable the church to be the church. 

Her name was Jamie. She was in her early teens. Billy Waters tells her story in his book 

Teacher Touch. 

After she lost her arm in an accident, she refused to go to school or church for an entire year. 

Finally, decided she would try to face her peers and go to church. 

To try to make it easier for her, Jamie’s mother called her Sunday school teacher before that 

Sunday and asked him not call any attention to Jamie. He promised he wouldn’t. But when he 

got sick early that Sunday morning and had to call a substitute, he forgot to tell the substitute 

about Jamie.  

The lesson that day was about inviting friends to church. Without even thinking about 

Jamie’s arm, the substitute teacher led the class in doing the hand motions to the familiar  

children's poem:  

Here's the church, 

Here’s the steeple; 

Open the door, 

See all the people.  

Jamie's eyes filled with tears. 

And then a wonderful thing happened—a sacred moment of genuine ministry. A 13-year-old 

boy realized how Jamie must be feeling. So he knelt down beside her, and reached out his hand 

to Jamie’s. Then with one hand each, they worked together, enabling Jamie to make the church, 

the steeple, and all the people.
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He gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be 
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built up . . . .3  

 

Amen. 
MEG 

                                                 
1 Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 Billy Waters, Teacher Touch (Colorado Springs: Cook, 1999).  
3 My translation. 


