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God in Charge 

Jeremiah 29:1-14 
 

 Sometimes it seems like things are out of control, doesn’t it? 

 Terrorists execute a plan in 2001 to hijack four American airliners and succeed in taking 

down the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center with two of them and crashing a third into the 

Pentagon, setting off a military campaign in multiple locations around the world to try to 

eliminate this threat against our nation. 

 In 2008 the housing bubble burst, leading to the Great Recession and record foreclosures on 

homes over the next several years. In some ways, it seems we’ve never fully recovered from the 

recession. 

 In recent years and weeks, natural disasters like wildfires, earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, 

and record floods have wreaked havoc on our country and on other parts of the world. 

 Sometimes everything seems out of control. 

 It’s that way in our lives, too. Injury, disease, death—often untimely, as we experienced in 

our own fellowship this past week—as well as financial setbacks, strained and broken 

relationships, and other disasters sometimes seem to come one on top of another, fast and 

furious. 

 And sometimes we feel like looking around and saying, “Who’s in charge here?” 
 

Judah’s  woes . . . 

We’re certainly not the first to experience these kinds of difficulties or to wonder who’s in 

charge. The Jews in exile have us beat here by centuries and intensity.  

Our text is set in some of the darkest hours of ancient Judah’s history—a time when nothing 

was going as they expected, a time when false hopes were being raised by those who professed 

to be declaring the word of the LORD. 

It was actually the early years of the Exile, after the first deportation of Jewish captives to 

Babylon in 598 BC, but before the second deportation eleven years later.  

For years, the Jewish leaders had proclaimed the belief that because God dwelt in the temple 

in Jerusalem, the city could never be defeated or destroyed. But now, because of their sin, God 

had withdrawn his protective hand from the city and raised up the Babylonians to bring judgment 

on his people to turn them back to himself. 

Certain prophets who had been left in Jerusalem, like Hananiah, and others who had been 

taken to Babylon were saying in the name of the LORD that the Babylonian yoke was about to be 

broken and the exile would last two more years at the very most. According to them, King 
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Jeconiah (aka Jehoiachin) and all the exiles, along with the treasures that had been taken from 

the temple during the first deportation, would soon return to Jerusalem. 

The prophet Jeremiah stood up to Hananiah, with a literal yoke around his neck to symbolize 

the bondage of the people to Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king. Hananiah broke the yoke, 

saying that was how the LORD would break the yoke of the people. The LORD told Jeremiah to 

tell Hananiah that he would replace it with an iron yoke that would not be broken, because he 

was making the nations serve Nebuchadnezzar at that moment in history. That word included a 

warning to Hananiah that God was going to remove him from the face of the earth because he 

was preaching rebellion against the LORD. Hananiah was dead within two months. 

Then Jeremiah sent a letter to the exiles in Babylon with a word from the LORD. In the letter, 

God told them, “Don’t listen to those false prophets among you. They are prophesying falsely in 

my name. I did not send them. Settle down, you’ll be there awhile. Carry on with your lives. 

Build houses, plant gardens, start families. Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you 

into exile. At the right time, I’ll bring you back home to Judah” (my paraphrase). Then we read 

these beautiful words: 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart” (29:11-13).1 

 

In the midst of the negative consequences of having followed their own flawed plans, in the 

midst of putting together their new plans, God said to them, “I know the plans I have for you.” 

And those plans were for welfare rather than for evil and calamity. 

 

The LORD’s plans . . . 

The word that the NIV translates as “to prosper you” and the NASB and ESV translate as 

“welfare” is the Hebrew word shalom, which is usually translated as “peace.” In fact, that’s how 

the NKJV translates it. But its root meaning is so much fuller than our English “peace,” which we 

primarily think of as tranquility or the absence of conflict. 

In Hebrew, the primary meaning of shalom has to do with wholeness or completeness, and 

thus with welfare and prosperity and health and well-being—a very holistic sense of peace. 

And while the LORD had set his face against the city of Jerusalem for “harm and not good” in 

Jeremiah 21:10, his plans for his people in exile were for prosperity and not for harm, “for 

welfare and not for evil” (29:11). 

For the Jews, God’s plans were to come to them in exile at his appointed time (“when 

seventy years are completed for Babylon,” 29:10) and fulfill his gracious promise to bring them 

back to Judah, to give them hope and a future. They would seek and find him when they would 

seek him with all their hearts, and he would gather the exiles and bring them back.  

Now these are not the words of some weak God who has lost control of the situation! His 

declarations are purposeful, planned, powerful, and redemptive! 

 Through this letter that the LORD had the prophet Jeremiah to send them, God assured the 

exiles that he was in charge and had plans for them. 
 

God’s plans for us . . . 

There’s a word from the LORD for us here today. 

As a nation, with all the crises in the world and an election this week, we are facing a critical 
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time. 

Many in our church family are experiencing trying times as well. Disease, decline, dementia, 

and death have taken their toll on many of our families. 

And Smithwood as a congregation is facing a time of transition and uncertainty. Many of you 

are wondering who will be your interim pastor, who will be the new pastor, and what the future 

holds for Smithwood. 

But I want to commend God’s word to the exiles through Jeremiah to you today. If we’ll 

truly hear it, it will capture our hearts as it declares to us that whatever our circumstances, God is 

in charge, and calls us to seek him with all our hearts. He knows the plans he has for us as 

individual disciples of Jesus and as the congregation of his people known as Smithwood Baptist 

Church. 

When we came here four years ago, we didn’t do so lightly. We knew that God was sending 

us to Smithwood. We certainly didn’t know the future, but we were confident that we were 

following the Lord and that he was in charge and would work according to his plans.  

I can tell you very honestly that this knowing that God is in charge is why I’ve been able to 

remain calm and confident despite some of the difficult things that we’ve seen happen that began 

before we arrived. As you’ve heard me say before, I believe to the very core of my being that 

God is in charge and has plans for Smithwood Baptist Church—“plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you! 

“Okay,” you say, “God is in charge and has plans for us. But how can we know what his 

plans are?” 

It’s so simple that it almost sounds simplistic. We can know and follow God’s plans for us by 

simply getting to know God. He doesn’t want us to seek his plans; he wants us to seek him, and 

when we get to know him, he’ll show us what we need to know about his plans. 

When we really know that he is in charge, the proper response is to seek him with all our 

hearts! Seek him, not his plans. When we seek him and follow him, he will make his plans 

known to us in his time and his way. 

Seek him with all our hearts—not half-heartedly, not casually, but whole-heartedly and 

intentionally! In the midst of our trials, in the midst of heartache, in the midst of the uncertainty, 

the one certainty is that GOD IS IN CHARGE! So we turn to him and seek him with all our 

hearts. He promises that when we do, we will find him! He declares that he has plans for us and 

will accomplish those plans in us. Why shouldn’t we seek him? 

And here’s the thing. When we’re seeking him, he’s already there. Even when we can’t see 

him, when it doesn’t feel like he’s there, he is. 

 In his book Soul Salsa, Leonard Sweet tells about how one tribe of native Americans had a 

unique practice for training young braves. On the night of a boy's thirteenth birthday, he was 

placed in a dense forest to spend the entire night alone. Until then he had never been away from 

the security of his family and tribe. But on this night he was blindfolded and taken miles away. 

When he took off the blindfold, he was in the middle of thick woods. By himself. All night long. 

 Every time a twig snapped, he probably visualized a wild animal ready to pounce. Every time 

an animal howled, he imagined a wolf leaping out of the darkness. Every time the wind blew, he 

wondered what more sinister sound it masked. No doubt it was a terrifying night for many. 

 After what seemed like an eternity, the first rays of sunlight entered the interior of the forest. 

Looking around, the boy saw flowers, trees, and the outline of the path. Then, to his utter 

astonishment, he beheld the figure of a man standing just a few feet away, armed with a bow and 

arrow. 



 4 

It was the boy's father. He had been there all night long.
2
 And he had been in charge! 

 

It was that way when Jesus went through his passion. Even as he was rejected by the 

religious leaders and then by most of the people, even as he was betrayed by one of his disciples 

and forsaken by the rest, even as he hung on the cross dying for the sins of the world, expressing 

with the psalmist that horrible feeling of being forsaken by God, God the Father was there all the 

time. And he was in charge. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit knew that in what our 

Lord Jesus was suffering, redemption was being wrought, people would be saved, his church 

would be gathered, and the creation itself would be set free from its bondage to decay. God knew 

that this suffering was not without reason and would not be without result. Had Jesus not died he 

could not have risen from the dead and conquered death! Had he not given himself, then risen 

victorious, there would be no redemption! All along, at every step of the way, painful as it was to 

the Son and the Father, God was in charge! 

And he still is! 
 

Just as the LORD’s letter to the exiles through Jeremiah assured them that he was in charge 

and had plans for them, we can be sure that whatever our circumstances, God is in charge, and 

calls us to seek him with all our hearts. 

If we really want to find God, he’ll let us—when we seek him with all our hearts. We seek 

God because he’s already seeking us. His plans and invitation are his seeking! He calls us to a 

genuine relationship with him through faith in his Son Jesus Christ. It’s not a matter of seeking 

his plans, but seeking the Planner. We know God’s plans by getting to know God! As we get to 

know him, he leads us step by step, according to his plans. And he is in charge every step of the 

way. 

 MEG 
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