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What to Do When You Miss God’s Will 

1 Samuel 12 
 

God’s will—we talk about it a lot. 

Sometimes we think of it as something so deeply mysterious that we can know very little 

about it.  

 Sometimes we think of it as affecting only the “big things” in our lives.  

Sometimes we see it as so encompassing every detail of our lives that we wonder whether it’s 

God’s will for us to wash the car or mow the lawn next Saturday! 

We can go to either extreme when we talk about God’s will. God is interested in every aspect 

of our lives, but He’s given us the ability to think and the incredible power of choice. There are 

some things that He expects us to decide as stewards of what He’s entrusted to us. You see, if 

we’re good stewards, we’re living according to God’s will. 

Now God’s will does encompass our entire lives. His great eternal purpose is redemption, 

and our lives are to be ordered according to this purpose. He has set out to reclaim us and to 

make us what He created us to be—His servant people, His children, living under His kingly rule 

in loyal obedience to Him. To live according to God’s will is to be loyal and obedient to Him in 

every aspect of our lives. Within this life of obedience, He often shows us particular things that 

are His will for us: certain tasks, certain people to minister to, certain places or roles to fill in His 

church and in the work of His kingdom. 

 

Missing God’s will . . . 

Have you ever missed God’s will? If we’re honest, we all have to admit that somewhere, at 

some time, somehow we’ve missed God’s will. Maybe we didn’t discern clearly what God 

wanted us to do. Maybe other things crowded out God’s will and we simply neglected it. Maybe 

we outright rebelled and disobeyed. 

Missing God’s will has often caused people to despair, to wonder if they could ever be right 

with God or used in His kingdom again after blowing it so badly. Has it ever been like that for 

you? 

 Well, missing God’s will seems to have been a way of life for the ancient Israelites! 

 After the LORD God brought Israel out of Egypt by His mighty hand, God Himself was 

Israel’s king, ruling through chosen leaders—prophets or judges like Samuel. In fact, Samuel 

was sort of a prophet, priest, and judge all rolled up in one. 

 Samuel had led Israel faithfully, but when he tried to set up his sons as judges in his place, 
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they proved to be corrupt. It just wasn’t going to work. 

 During this time, the people of Israel were a loose-knit confederation of tribes rather than a 

unified nation with a central government in the earthly sense. When other nations with powerful 

kings started attacking them, they decided they’d be better off with a king leading them. So they 

asked Samuel to appoint one. 

 He was not at all in favor of this! He felt personally rejected and protested to God. But God 

instructed him to appoint a king, since it was actually not Samuel they were rejecting, but rather 

God as their king. 

 So at God’s direction, Samuel anointed Saul to be king over Israel. Saul was reluctant at first, 

but he was soon secured as king by some key military victories. So Israel had its king, like the 

nations around them. 

 This text we’re looking at this morning is Samuel’s “farewell address” as Israel’s leader. This 

was a practice that was common in the ancient world when leadership passed or when a leader 

was near death. 

 As Samuel spoke, he recounted his faithful service to the LORD and to the people. He 

reminded the people of the LORD’s mighty deliverances, and of their constant rebellion. He 

warned them that all would be well if they and their king followed the LORD, but that God’s hand 

would be against them if they rebelled against His commandments. 

 Then an amazing thing happened to confirm what Samuel was saying. He told them he was 

going to pray for God to send thunder and rain. Now understand that it was the time of the wheat 

harvest. And rain during wheat harvest was about as unusual as snow in summer for us! 

 His purpose in this wasn’t to demonstrate his own power in prayer as a last hurrah. It wasn’t 

to throw his spiritual weight around. He told them why he was praying for it: “And you will 

realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a king” (12:17).
1
 

 And it worked! The people begged Samuel to pray for them not to die, since that had added 

this sin to all the others. Samuel assured them that he would, and called on them to fear the LORD 

and serve Him faithfully from then on. So in this address, Samuel showed the people how they 

had missed God’s will and what to do about it. 

 

What to do . . . 

 What should we do when we miss God’s will? 

 It is possible to miss it, you know.  

 Now we often attribute many things to God’s will that simply aren’t! They’re our 

disobedience or our neglect, or the results of them. 

 The Bible teaches us that God is absolutely sovereign over His creation, that He’s in 

complete control. Some people take this to mean that everything that happens is in some way 

God’s will. But that’s not so! He can and often does work His will through many avenues, but 

the avenues are certainly not always his will! 

 Years ago at a summer Pastors’ School at Campbell University, I heard Dr. Frank Pollard put 

it well when he said, “God’s will is like the Mississippi River. It makes a lot of crooks and turns, 

and sometimes even changes course. But it always gets to the Gulf.” 

 In other words, God’s ultimate will will be done. But we often miss His will in our lives. 

 Somewhere in his writings or speaking about experiencing God, Henry Blackaby got to the 

root of the matter when he said that the question is not, “What is God’s will for my life?” but 

rather, “What is God’s will, and how do I need to adjust my life to it?” Though God is sovereign, 

he has given us the power of choice. We can choose to obey or disobey his will. And we often 
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choose disobedience! 

 That’s how it was with Israel’s desire for a king. They saw it as a political necessity; God 

saw it as rebellion! It worked for other nations; why shouldn’t it for them? They misunderstood 

that the other nations had conquered them due to their own sinfulness. Israel’s life had been one 

continuous cycle of God’s deliverance followed by their rebellion followed by oppression then 

repentance and God’s deliverance, only to rebel again. Now they were seeking another remedy 

besides repentance! 

 But let’s be honest. Isn’t it often the same with us? We disobey, and miss God’s will; then we 

try everything we can think of to remedy it, except turning to God in repentance! Rebellion 

brings consequences, on ourselves and on others. God has allowed us the power of choice. Our 

abuse of this power brings evil consequences. And yet incredibly, God still accomplishes His 

purpose, working His will through what wasn’t His will! 

 So what should we do when we miss God’s will?  

 When the Israelites fully realized they had missed God’s will in asking for a king, Samuel 

told them what they should do.  

 First he said that they had to face up honestly to their sin. When they confessed that asking 

for a king added to all their other sins, Samuel didn’t say, “Oh, that’s alright” and sweep it under 

the rug. He said, “You have done all this evil . . .” (12:20). 

 You see, cover-ups and excuses won’t cut it. We have to come clean with God. Remember 

the promise in 1 John 1:9—“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

Samuel also told the Israelites not to fear or despair, turning away from following the LORD. 

Rather, they should serve Him with all their hearts. To turn aside from following Him would be 

to go after futile things which couldn’t profit or save them. 

The same is true for us. We shouldn’t despair and turn away from God, thinking there’s no 

forgiveness. We mustn’t try to win His favor by self-inflicted punishment, as so many try to do. 

Rather, we have to deal honestly with our sin as sin, taking responsibility without making 

excuses. We have to face up to it, accept God’s forgiveness according to His promise, and renew 

our commitment to serve Him with all our heart! Other attempts make things worse; real 

restoration comes through confession, repentance, and recommitment. 

 

Words of assurance . . . 

You know, when a parent has to correct a child, the child often needs some kind of 

reassurance of the parent’s continued love and acceptance. That’s important to the ongoing 

relationship. 

Samuel wasn’t just concerned about the people repenting. He was concerned with their 

ongoing relationship with God. He wanted to be sure they would follow God faithfully in the 

future. So he offered them some assurances about turning back to the LORD. 

He reminded them of God’s covenant grace: “For the sake of his great name the LORD will 

not reject his people . . .” (12:22). In other words, because of who He is and what He’s like, He 

wouldn’t cast them aside. 

Samuel promised to continue to pray for them and to instruct them in how they should live as 

God’s people. 

He also reminded them of God’s past actions for them, all the great things He had done for 

them. 

But he also warned them, assuring them that if they continued in rebellion against the LORD, 
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it would result in God’s judgment on them.  

God’s word offers us these same assurances and encouragements. The essence of God’s 

character is steadfast love, and he has made us His people. He won’t cast us away! Faithful 

ministers pray for their people and instruct them in the good and right way. And how can we 

forget what God has done for us, especially His greatest deliverance—what He’s done for us in 

Jesus Christ through His life, death on the cross, and resurrection! If Jesus gave Himself for us, 

surely He will restore us when we turn to Him! But we should never forget that sin brings its 

own consequences, and when we fail to deal with it, it calls down judgment on us! 

 

 Have you missed God’s will in some way? 

 Simon Peter did. Jesus had nicknamed him “Rock.” He had promised to stick with Jesus no 

matter what, no matter who else deserted Him. 

 But when it came down to it, he denied Jesus to save his own skin—not just once, not even 

twice, but three times. Three times he said he didn’t know Jesus. 

 After Jesus rose from the dead, Peter was still in limbo to some degree. He wasn’t quite sure 

where he stood, even though Jesus had appeared to him along with the other disciples. 

 In John 21, we read how Jesus restored Peter. It was a painful experience for Peter. Three 

times—once for each time he had denied him—Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him. And three 

times Peter answered that he did. But he had to face up to what he had done and come clean with 

Jesus. And when he did, Jesus restored him. 

Have you missed God’s will? Maybe it was a lack of loyalty.  Maybe you let other things 

interfere with your discerning God’s will. Maybe you simply neglected to seek God’s will. Or 

maybe you knew it full well, and yet deliberately disobeyed. 

Don’t despair! From Samuel’s instructions to the people, we know that when we miss God’s 

will, we can be restored through repentance and recommitment to God. Confess your sin without 

excuse, and renew your commitment to serve God and follow Him with all your heart! Just as He 

forgave and restored the Israelites and Peter, so He will us.  

Don’t miss his will here! 
MEG 

                                                 
1
 Scriptures quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version

®
 (2011 edition). 


