Financials from 11-13-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

103
138

Budget Received (includes $155 IMO Pansy McGhee and
$25 IMO Starr Hutchison)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Overall Total for the Week

$6,415.00

Van Driver:
Elmer Sharp

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

Readers

$8,969.88
$1,048.00
$50.00
$373.00
$475.00
$50.00
$100.00

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)

Offertory Prayer: Woody Johnson

$5,367.00

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Thanksgiving Meal
Operation Christmas Child
Fountain City Ministry Center
Club 180/KY Mission

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 46)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Ushers: Jay Jordan, Chris Kirby, Michael Lail,
Woody Johnson

Nursery:
Susan Bennett and Brandon McWhirter

Michael Major
Lori Major

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, November 20, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Business Meeting to discuss Proposed 2017 Budget
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$373,630.04
$412,614.48
<$38,984.44>

Wednesday, November 23, 2016
No Activities

$4,435.00

Thursday, November 24, 2016
Office Closed—Thanksgiving Day

Vol. 66 Friday, November 18, 2016 no. 46

We would like to thank our dedicated food
service workers and all volunteers who
helped with our Thanksgiving meal and
farewell for Dr. Gaskins and Jo Ann. From
those who did food prep and cooking, decorated tables, and helped with set up and
clean up, we couldn’t have done it without
all the helping hands!
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line — Call Lynn
at 661-5726
CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Allen Hutchison,
Sharon Phillips, Bill & Liz Roberts, Michelle Henry, Harold Bryson, Violet
Tudor, Donnie Beeler, Sue Beam, Katherine Loy, Gladys Ybarra, Etta Sands,
family of Starr Hutchison, family of Pansy McGhee, Phil Fluri, Rhonda Cecchin, Rodney Henry, Alvin Frye.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
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November 21 — Brenda Adams

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, November 20 — Colossians 1:11-20
“Is Your Sunday Face On?”
Sunday PM — No Service
Wednesday, November 23 — No Activities

NOVEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the desk of Jimbo Watson…

Hello from your Interim Pastor Committee…

Once again Thanksgiving is upon us, and Christmas will be here before we know it. We have so many blessings to be thankful for here at
Smithwood, with a rich tradition of over 170 years serving the community.
I know that many of you, including my family, have seen many milestones
and celebrations within these beautiful walls. We probably do not even
realize how blessed we are and how much we should be thankful for. I am
thankful for Dr. Gaskins and his time of ministry here. He has meant so
much to me and many of you. So, where do we go from here?
I know many of you, including myself, may be a little uneasy and we
have many different emotions running through our church family right
now and will in the coming months. I think this is normal and should not
be ignored, but embraced. The loss of a pastor is a major event for any
church.
Some of you may remember my sermon from several months ago entitled “My Sunday Face.” Here is a brief reminder. Our “Sunday Face” is the
face we put on and walk around and act like everything is okay on Sunday
morning. We act like everything is okay, but on the inside we are dying
from many sins that plague us. We want everyone to look at us as if everything is okay.
I think before we answer the question of WHERE DO WE GO FROM
HERE?, we should first address, HOW DO WE MOVE FORWARD? Do we
put on our Sunday face and try to move forward on our own strength and
act like everything is okay? Or do we acknowledge the grief and hurting,
embrace our brokenness and start the healing process? It is in our brokenness together that we will find Christ there, ready and anxious to heal,
and it is also there that we will find true strength together in the power of
Christ.
This Sunday I will be preaching from Colossians 1:11-20 and the power of Christ that holds us together. I am honored to be preaching the first
Sunday after Dr. Gaskins has left, but to be honest, it has also made me
extremely nervous. However, this Sunday is CHRIST THE KING Sunday. I
can find nothing more comforting than knowing that we will be celebrating our Lord as King as we embark on a new chapter in the life of our
church family. Please join me this week as we embrace the brokenness
that our King will work through in mighty ways for His glory.

This committee consists of Terry Bennett, Michael Lail, Bob Lay, Judy
Pyne and Cheryl Rodgers. We have some exciting times ahead. The
month of December will be extremely busy and full of worshipful services. The worship schedule through the end of the year consists of the
following:

In His service,
Jimbo

November 20—Rev. Jimbo Watson
November 27—Rev. Jason Odom
December 4—Dr. David Crutchley
December 11—Dr. Larry Fields
December 18—Rev. Keith Walker
Thank you for your patience and your trust in us we know you’re going
to be very encouraged and inspired.

Never before in my 96 years have I had to miss church for six consecutive
months. Thank you for your love and prayers, as well as the cards, food
and phone calls. Mu church and church family mean so much to me and
I look forward to being back soon.
In His Love,
Violet Tudor

A business meeting will be held during the Sunday School hour, from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on November 20, to discuss the 2017 budget. There
will be no Sunday School that day.
In addition to the budget, the Pastor Selection Committee process will
be discussed.
BUSINESS MEETING NOVEMBER 27, 2016

Ladies, do you have a heart for missions? Our Women on Mission is
currently without a leader. This group meets a few times a year and
coordinates our special mission projects, such as Coats for the Cold,
as well as our mission offerings for Annie Armstrong, the Golden
Offering and Lottie Moon. If you think you can spare an hour a
month to help with this need, please contact the office.

After the morning worship service on November 27, the church will
hold a business meeting to vote on the budget.
In addition, Pastor Selection Committee ballots will be handed out during the Sunday morning worship service on November 27. Please be
prepared to select seven church members to serve on the Pastor Selection Committee.
PASTOR SELECTION COMMITTEE PROCESS
Instructions will be provided and the process discussed during the November 20 business meeting.

Please join us these next weeks as we celebrate the Christmas season
with opportunities to worship through music, giving and fellowship.

The Hanging of the Green Service
Sunday, November 27th at 6:00 pm
A special service of music and symbols of Christmas as we prepare
our hearts and adorn the house of worship for the Advent and Christmas season.

Dear Fellow Church Members,

BUSINESS MEETING NOVEMBER 20, 2016

Carols and Classics
Sunday, December 11th at 6:00 pm
Our sanctuary choir, accompanists, soloists and children’s choir will be joined
by Knoxville Symphony players to present beautiful and worshipful carol arrangements, Christmas anthems, and choruses from MESSIAH.
This is one of the best times all year to invite neighbors and friends
to come visit and worship with you.

Our bylaws call for a 5 member Committee comprised of 3 men and 2
women. Two alternate committee members are required, including
one man and one woman. Therefore, the Committee will consist of 4
men and 3 women, with one of each being the alternates. None of the
members can be related. A small committee will be formed to count
the Pastor Selection Committee nominations. That committee will contact those individuals with the top number of nominations until the required and correct combination of 7 members is in place.
Please prayerfully consider those whom you would like to nominate
and be prepared to record their name on the ballot during the November 27 business meeting. Please consider asking the individuals if they
are willing to serve prior to submitting their name. There will be 7 lines
to record names. You do not necessarily need to consider the gender
requirement in your nomination, but it will be considered by the committee tallying the votes.

