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Prayer Requests 
- Dan- and Suzanne: Prayers for daughter Amy's 
continued recovery and sister Suzi's move to 
assisted living as she deals with memory issues 
God. 
- John B (he/him/his): Pray for Stephen, who 
takes his national exam for massage therapists 
on Friday. 
- Asher: Please pray for Mandy going through 
chemo, Tom who is recovering from a stroke, 
and continued healing for Deb, Madeline, and 
Isaac. 
- Luzmarina # 605: Please pray for the chaos 
that Colombia is in. 
- Madelyn & Deb: Healing and containment of 
covid in India. 
 

This Sunday at UCCSV 
It's Pentecost Sunday and in this final Sunday for 
our worship series Practicing Resurrection we're 
focusing on the resurrection of the church. The 
church, like many other institutions, has had to 
deal with many disruptive changes this past year 
and it's not at all clear what the church will look 
like in 5 years from now. Will people who have 
been worshipping online continue to worship this 
way? Will people return in person to sit in the 
pews? Will those who have gotten used to not 
going to church on Sunday be so out of the habit 
that they drift away permanently? Are we more 
connected now or less so? On this Sunday when 
we celebrate the birth of the church we know that 
even now the church is dying and being 
resurrected into something new. The tomb is 
empty and God is inviting us to look beyond the 
old ways of doing things into a new day. What 
does this mean for our church? How do we live 

into our mission and practice resurrection as a 
community? Join us Sunday morning at 10am as 
we look for answers to these questions together. 
As it is Pentecost we remind you to wear RED!  
 
The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship 
begins at 10am. Please bring a candle (electric 
or flame) with you to worship. This worship 
service will be live streamed to our Facebook 
page and recorded for posting on our website.  
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84470757726?pwd=V
UhkWDZacGZBUFBwYWlSU3QxN3dlUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 844 7075 7726 
Passcode: 20874 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
Meeting ID: 844 7075 7726 
Passcode: 20874 
Find your local number: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbWdNjrILH 
 

Sarah (Sally) Duncan 
On Saturday, June 5, 2021 at 3:00 p.m., there 
will be a celebration of the life of Sarah (Sally) 
Duncan.  She has touched many lives in special 
ways and we are finally able to gather together in 
her honor. The service and will be held at 
Evangelical Reformed Church UCC, 15 W. 
Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701  
   
You can also stream the service at: 
https://boxcast.tv/view/memorial-service-
740124.   
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Outdoor Worship at the Church, 

May 23rd at 5:30pm  
Join us for outdoor evening vespers, a simple 
worship service on our church grounds on 
Sunday, May 23rd at 5:30pm. Bring a chair with 
you to sit on and bring a cracker or bread and 
juice or wine for communion. You are welcome 
to stay after worship and have a picnic dinner on 
our grounds as a fellowship time.  

 

Questions about In-Person and 

Online Worship this Coming 

Sunday 
There have been some questions about 
Sunday's worship schedule: 
 
Are we actually having two worship services 
on Sunday? And if so, why? 
YES! We are having two worship services on 
Sunday. There will be the regular Sunday 
morning worship on Zoom at 10am AND also an 
in person service (what we're calling Evening 
Vespers) outside on our grounds at UCCSV at 
5:30pm. It is important that our regular Sunday 
morning worship be the most accessible option 
available to anyone who wants to attend 
(including visitors). Right now the most 
accessible option we have is still online worship. 
Some people do not feel comfortable coming to 
in-person service yet and even if we were 
opening up our sanctuary we would still have to 
deal with capacity limits. At present we do not 
yet have the capability of hybrid worship allowing 
for both in person and online worshippers in our 
sanctuary (this is truly the most accessible 
option) and we are making plans to have that 
happen as soon as possible. However, we have 
heard people's wish for in person worship and 
we want to give people a chance to experience 

that if they are ready. The safest way to do that 
right now is to conduct outside worship so we 
are experimenting and seeing how we can do 
both.  
 
Do I have to come to both services? 
NO! We do have Congregationalist roots and so 
we never tell anyone that they have to do 
anything. We covenant together as a church 
community to worship together when possible 
but you can attend either service or both 
services or you can just watch the morning 
service much later on our website if that's your 
reality for this weekend. Please note that these 
will not be duplicate services. Each service will 
be very different though both will have Pentecost 
themes. (Wear red!) There will not be a 
recording of the outdoor service and it will be in 
person only, not live streamed in any way. It's 
just too hard for us to make that work outside.  
 
What will the outdoor service be like? 
Since we've never done this before it will be an 
experiment for us all! It will likely be outside 
behind the church (to try to cut down on street 
noise). This will be a shorter service (half hour at 
most) with prayer, some music (Patrick is 
bringing his drum), reflection and silence, and 
we'll celebrate communion together. You are 
invited to bring a picnic dinner and plan to stay 
after worship for fellowship with others.  
 
Will this be every Sunday?  
No. We simply do not have the capacity to run 
two worship services every Sunday but we hope 
to do this once a month throughout the summer 
until we are able to return to our sanctuary for 
hybrid online/in-person worship. Tentative dates 
for future services include: June 13th (Pride 
themed), July 18th, and August 15th.  
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What do I have to bring with me to the 
outside worship? 
Please bring your own chairs or a blanket to sit 
on if you have them. We do have chairs 
available if you need one, but we will set those 
up as we go to cut down on the prep needed for 
the service and clean up afterwards. We also 
ask that you bring communion elements 
meaning a piece of bread or crackers and juice 
or wine. We will again have individual 
communion packets for those who don't have 
this with them or forget but I promise you that the 
bread and wine/juice you bring from home will be 
much tastier than the packets. Children and 
youth are welcome! 
 
Will there be Covid restrictions in place for 
the outdoor worship? 
You may have noticed that the constantly 
changing guidance from the CDC and from state 
and county authorities have recently changed 
again. We are trying to keep up with it all and still 
keep everyone safe in a community where we 
know not everyone has been vaccinated yet (for 
various reasons including that children under 12 
cannot get the vaccine yet). The Wisconsin 
Council of Churches has offered a guideline for 
churches that is helpful here. They note that 
there are three big mitigation factors we use to 
protect against Covid - being outside, masking, 
and keeping distance. Given the updated 
guidelines and that an ever growing number of 
people are vaccinated it is suggested that 
churches do two of the three mitigation factors to 
keep everyone safe. Since we are outside (and 
there is no longer an outside mask mandate for 
Maryland or Montgomery County) we will not be 
requiring masks at our outdoor events. (Please 
note that if we were inside we would still be both 
distancing and masking.) If you still want to wear 
your mask or if you are not yet vaccinated, we 
fully support your masking up. We do ask that 
people stay distanced since we are not requiring 
masks so that we follow the 2 out of 3 mitigation 

rule. However, if you know someone is fully 
vaccinated and you are fully vaccinated as well 
and everyone has consented then hugs or 
forming a small pod to attend worship together is 
fine. BUT as a community we must respect each 
other's boundaries and do the best we can to 
keep our wider community safe including those 
among us who are not fully vaccinated. Not 
everyone is ready to abandon the important 
measures we have used to keep each other safe 
these last months. And we are not creating a two 
tiered community of the vaccinated and 
unvaccinated because that's not who we are as 
an inclusive community. Please remember to 
treat each other with love as we figure this all 
out.  
The threat of Covid is not over. Outdoor in-
person worship is a safer activity because we 
are outside and can stay distanced from each 
other and because a good number of our 
congregation is fully vaccinated and we presently 
have very low community spread in our area. 
However, no in-person activity is without risk, 
especially to those who remain unvaccinated.  
 

New CDC Guidelines - What do 

they mean for us? 
Friends,  
 
The CDC put out new guidelines about masking 
and social distancing requirements for those who 
are fully vaccinated. You may be wondering what 
this means for our church community. Are we 
suddenly ready to have worship back in our 
sanctuary? Does this change anything? If you're 
vaccinated you may be appreciating your 
newfound freedom and if you're unable to get 
vaccinated or you have small children under the 
age of 12 you may be feeling newly anxious 
about changing rules in our communities.  
 
So I wanted to assure you that church leadership 
is in conversation about this and inform you as to 
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what's going on specifically in regards to UCCSV 
and this ever changing guidance. First, the 
Church Council will be meeting this coming 
Monday night and part of our agenda will be 
updating the regathering guidelines we passed 
and instituted last year. As of right now in those 
guidelines we are still in phase 2 which means 
we continue with online worship until cases in 
our community are near zero. However, when 
those guidelines were put into place there were 
no workable vaccines and we had very limited 
scientific data about COVID-19 and its 
transmission. We will update these guidelines 
based on the newest guidance and guidelines 
not just from the CDC but also from state and 
county authorities and recommended best 
practices from national church leadership 
organizations.  
 
A few things will guide these discussions that I 
think are important to note. It is part of our 
mission that we seek to include all, meaning we 
pay special attention to those who might 
normally be left out of the conversation and we 
look to do what's needed to care for the most 
marginalized members of our community. In this 
instance that group includes those who for 
whatever reason have not been vaccinated yet, 
or are immuno-compromised, or cannot get 
vaccinated for whatever reason. This includes 
our children under the age of 12. So simply 
because something might be acceptable for 
those among us who are vaccinated does not 
mean that will be the best choice for us all 
together as a community. We are also not going 
to require that people are vaccinated in order to 
participate in church activities or check people's 
vaccination status at the door. This is not who 
we are as a congregation nor how God calls us 
to be in relationship together.  
 
The good news is that the vaccination rate in our 
county continues to grow. As of today 45.3% of 
the county is fully vaccinated and 57.2% of our 

county has had at least one dose of vaccine. 
With the vaccine now available for 12-15 year 
olds those numbers will continue to climb. The 
Wisconsin Council of Churches advises that 
vaccination rates of 50-70% make churches 
safer and rates of 70-85% is when we can really 
begin to relax. Also our rates of COVID-19 cases 
continue to drop. Today the county reports that 
the seven day average of new cases is 4 per 
100,000 people, the lowest it has been since 
April of 2020! The Wisconsin Council of 
Churches says rates under 10 per 100,000 
people are good and a rate under 1 per 100,000 
is excellent. Also our test positivity rate in the 
county is now at 2%. This is excellent news 
because it means that current community spread 
is very low and your risk of contracting COVID-
19 doing any activity in our county is minimized. 
If you have not been vaccinated yet and you 
need help getting a vaccine, please let us know. 
We can help you make an appointment. It is the 
single most important thing you can do right now 
for our community as a whole.  
 
In the coming months we will have more outdoor 
gatherings at church, both for fellowship and 
worship because we know that gathering outside 
is much safer than gathering inside. And in the 
meantime we will update our guidelines and be 
preparing for our return to the sanctuary 
including ensuring that our main Sunday morning 
worship remains accessible online for those who 
are not yet comfortable coming to church, those 
who don't live locally, and those who for 
whatever reason would rather join us from home 
depending on the day. I will have a presentation 
on what this hybrid online/in person church will 
look like at a Congregational Meeting after 
worship on Sunday, June 6th.  
 
I do not yet have a date for when we will return 
to our sanctuary for in person worship, but that 
day is closer now than it has been at any other 
time during this pandemic. Let us continue to 
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care for each other and walk together towards 
God's light.  
 
Peace, 
Holly  
 
 

 

Strengthen the Church (STC) 

Grants Support UCC Churches 
This coming Sunday we will be taking the 
Strengthen the Church (STC) offering. Although 
this offering supports UCC churches throughout 
the United States, two of their recent grants were 
awarded to churches in the Central Atlantic 
Conference (CAC). Here’s a glimpse into how 
those churches benefitted by STC’s offering from 
folks like us. 

Faith UCC in Washington, D.C., used its grant to 
buy computer equipment to enhance its virtual 
ministry. Adding new cameras, editing software 
and Zoom accounts also gave the church the 
ability to launch Tech Thursday sessions, so 
members could learn how to use the technology. 

New Covenant Community UCC in Baltimore 
used its grant to help pay worship staff and offer 
services online. It also kept a food distribution 
program going in the neighborhood. 

“Without our help, the food program would have 
ended in early November,” said Pastor Brian 
Murray. “Families would have had a worse 

struggle feeding themselves through the rest of 
the year.” 

Murray also noted that a couple living in two 
different cities grew their relationship in part 
through New Covenant’s shared online weekly 
worship and Bible Study. Murray reports, “Now 
the couple is getting married.”  

This Sunday’s Mission Moment presented by 
Miranda Lin will highlight the story of Keep & Till, 
another UCC congregation which is a part of the 
CAC. Miranda will share with us how a STC 
grant benefitted Keep & Till. The story of this 
congregation provides a strong testimony for 
supporting the Strengthen the Church offering. 

You can donate via the church website  
https://uccsenecavalley.org/donate using the 
Strengthen the Church option. Checks made be 
made out to UCCSV with Strengthen the Church 
written in the notation section. Checks may be 
mailed to UCCSV, PO Box 803, Germantown, 
MD 20875. 

Congregational Check 

In/Happy Hour - Fridays at 7 PM 
Connecting nowadays can be difficult. Do you 
sometimes just want to see your fellow UCCSV 
members and friends for a quick chat? Your wish 
is granted! There will be a Congregational Check 
In/Happy Hour every Friday at 7 PM. It will only 
run for 45 minutes and is a good way to say "hi" 
and catch up with others. Different Deacons will 
be hosting each Friday and it is open to all. It will 
be very casual with no obligations... stop by 
when you feel the need and stay as long or short 
as you want. Take care and we will see you 
when we see you. 
 
-John (Chair of Deacons) 
 

https://faithuniteddc.com/
https://newcovucc.org/
https://uccsenecavalley.org/donate
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UCC Seneca Valley is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Congregational Check In/Happy Hour 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89655025431?pwd=V
1k0bEQ4VTBGODJ3L2U1WHBFbzBnZz09 
Meeting ID: 896 5502 5431  
Passcode: peeps 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 896 5502 5431 
Passcode: 565927 
Find your local number: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbPBtQKFgY     
 

Congregational Meeting, 

Sunday, June 6th After Worship 
On Sunday, June 6th after worship we will be 
having our bi-annual Congregational Meeting on 
Zoom. At this meeting we will elect and install a 
new slate of church leaders (more on that to 
come), review our church's journey these last 
months including a brief financial update, and 
hear a presentation on our recent church survey 
responses and how they impact our future 
including what that means for hybrid worship that 
includes both online and in-person worship on 
Sunday mornings. Please plan to join us for this 
very important meeting. If you have any 
questions please contact Holly at 
HollyRJackson@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Sunday Worship  

at UCCSV 
May 23 - Pentecost Sunday - Practicing 

Resurrection: The Resurrection of the Church 
May 30 - Central Atlantic Conference Worship 

 
 
 

 
May 

Deborah Tomblyn 5/1 
Sue Pearcy  5/6 

Shelby Singletary 5/10 
Bob Lambie  5/11 
David Moore  5/13 
Beth Lauriat  5/21 
Gina Domingo 5/28 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89655025431?pwd=V1k0bEQ4VTBGODJ3L2U1WHBFbzBnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89655025431?pwd=V1k0bEQ4VTBGODJ3L2U1WHBFbzBnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbPBtQKFgY
mailto:HollyRJackson@gmail.com

