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Prayer Requests 
- Prayers for an easier knee surgery on Thurs 
Luz (Ruthanne). 
- Prayers for my friend going through chemo 
(Asher Beckwitt). 
- Prayers for my mom and dad (Patrick Jackson). 
- Pray for our family friend Engineer Oti who lost 
his wife yesterday (Maggie). 
- Prayers for Stephen's family. His cousin 
Lawrence, who had been in induced coma for a 
month, has died of Covid (John Bartkowiak). 
- Prayers for Gigi (Debby Gensch). 
- Prayer for our daughter who needs a safe and 
inexpensive car (Sabine Cox). 
- Prayers for the ministry of our church (Sabine 
Cox). 
- Healing prayers for Lucy and Kevin Hogan as 
they continue to recover from Covid. Lift up 
Jennifer Bragg as she heals from major surgery 
(Dan and Suzanne). 
- Pray for my friend Jane who lost her husband 
Ben to cancer. May Ben's soul rest in peace. 
And for my brother Sammy who is recovering 
from bacterial infection (Maggie). 
- For those navigating this very difficult job 
market, that they might find support and 
employment (Patrick Jackson). 
- Prayers for my friend, Mike, who is a Capital 
police officer (Terri Molaski). 
 

This Sunday at UCCSV 
As we continue our series about living into our 
callings, on this weekend when we lift up and 
celebrate Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we'll 
consider our callings to justice and all the ways 
those callings can be lived out. We'll hear 
wisdom from MLK and challenge ourselves to 

live up to and into the call to justice God has put 
on all our lives. Join us as we wrestle with this 
important topic, especially in this moment in our 
history.  
 
When you come to worship please bring a 
candle with you. The Zoom Room opens at 
9:30am and worship starts at 10am and will also 
be livestreamed to our facebook page and 
recorded for posting on our website.  
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84470757726?pwd=V
UhkWDZacGZBUFBwYWlSU3QxN3dlUT09 
Meeting ID: 844 7075 7726 
Passcode: 20874 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Meeting ID: 844 7075 7726 
Passcode: 20874 
Find your local number: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbWdNjrILH 
 

Men's breakfast via Zoom this 

Saturday 1/16 at 9 a.m.  
Pour yourself some coffee and come join our 
monthly fellowship. This panel of experts beats 
anything you see on TV. Please contact Noel 
(noellin50@gmail.com) for login info.  
 

Learn How to Play Farkle 
Farkle is a dice game that is easily played 
virtually.  It's not hard to learn and dice will be 
provided through drive-by delivery.  There will 
then be a chance to test your skills on Tuesday, 
January 26 with a virtual Farkle Game Night. 
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Please check your email for a Sign-up Genius 
invite or contact Beth at balauriat@aol.com. 
 

Lent Worship Team Meeting  
Anyone interested in helping to plan and 
organize worship for Lent (which starts February 
17th) is invited to join the Lent Worship Team 
Meeting on Wednesday, January 20th at 7pm. At 
that meeting we will go through the theme for 
Lent, organize Lent activities and practices, and 
move through planning for several Sundays. 
There will be a second follow up planning 
meeting to work on Holy Week specifically. We 
need your creativity, your logistic planning, your 
ideas, and your feedback to continue to create 
meaningful worship experiences for our 
congregation. Please join us! You don't need to 
be a church member, or a member of any 
committee to be a part of this group  
 
January 20th at 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83305030659?pwd=a
nhOYXJRek8zUlNtWHQvS3dpdGJ2QT09 
 

Orientation to UCCSV 
New to our congregation? Want to know more 
about who we are? We will have two orientation 
sessions in January (times to be announced 
soon) for those who might like to go deeper in 
relationship with our community. At the end of 
the sessions those who are interested in formally 
joining the congregation will be able to do so in 
worship on Sunday, January 31st. Watch for 
more information on dates and times!  
 

Save the Date - UCCSV 

Congregational Meeting 

January 31st 
Our next Congregational Meeting will be after 
worship on Sunday, January 31st. We will get an 

update on finances and general church 
operations and also approve the budget for 
2021. Be a part of guiding this community into 
the coming year. Join us for this important part of 
the life of a congregational church.  
 

Upcoming Sundays in January  
January 17th - Living Into Our Calling: A Calling 
for Justice 
January 24th - Living Into Our Calling: 
Proclamation as a Calling 
January 31st - Living Into Our Calling: When 
Imposter Syndrome Gets in the Way 
 

Responses to Last Week's 

Violence at the Capitol 
Read an important letter from UCC National 
Leaders condemning the insurrection and racist 
takeover of the US Capitol: 
https://www.ucc.org/ucc-national-leaders-
condemn-insurrection-in-racist-takeover-of-the-u-
s-
capitol/?inf_contact_key=8ea5d0da091e3df6ad8
9fe19e4ded1c7b7af0999dac2af6212784c39e05
d2aef 
 

A Statement from UCCSV 

member, Social Action 

Committee Member, and 

Ordained Minister, 

Rev. Courtlandt Buchanan:  
As a Christian I am deeply committed to justice, 
humility, and mercy, echoing God's call toward 
Steadfast Love.  While I greatly appreciate many 
currently reflecting on the role of President Ford 
pardoning Richard Nixon, my assessment of our 
present situation more closely parallels the 
experience of President Lincoln where 9 states 
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seceded from the country prior to his 
inauguration.  In short President Nixon left office 
and allowed the government to return to a place 
of proper functioning and hence a pardon was in 
the "best interest of the country."   
 
President Trump's protesters were caught 
expressing desires to kill Speaker Pelosi, and 
hang Vice President Pence, they are quoted as 
saying "we will be back", and "we let you have it 
back this time." They brought pipe bombs, semi-
automatic weapons, erected a noose on the 
Capitol grounds.  President Trump incited 
violence through numerous speakers during his 
rally, and then called members of congress while 
under duress seeking to persuade them instead 
of calling in reinforcements. 5 people died during 
the hostile takeover, and many more 
hospitalized.  Two days following, President 
Trump ended his speech with "We are just 
beginning," following a perfunctory 
condemnation of the events.   
 
Given this summation a meaningless and 
shortsighted pardon by government, media, or 
any other is not the way to find true healing and 
unity within a country that is already deeply 
divided. One cannot seek peace and mercy with 
a knife to one's throat. The leadership 
perpetuating the falsehood of mass voter fraud 
isn't trying to speak logically they are trying to 
incite violence and pressure to secure their own 
interest.   
 
The misguided comparison between Trump 
insurrectionists and BLM protesters neglects 
many significant distinctions one of which is that 
BLM protesters are seeking equality and justice.  
 
I invite you to consider these words anew 
(Adapted from German Lutheran pastor Martin 
Niemöller): First they came for the immigrants, 
but I was not an immigrant so I did nothing.  
Then they came for the transgender community, 

but I was not a transgender person so I did 
nothing.  Then they came for the court's, but I 
was not a judge so I did nothing.  Then they 
came for the press, but I am not a journalist so I 
did nothing.  Then they came for people of color, 
but I was not a person of color so I did nothing. 
Then they came for the environment, but I was 
not an environmentalist so I did nothing. Then 
they came for sciences but I was not a Scientist 
so I did nothing. Then they came for our 
representatives, but I am not a politician so I did 
nothing, and now I am wondering who will 
represent me?   
 
True Justice is never devoid of humility and 
mercy, and true mercy and humility is never 
devoid of justice.  This is a time for Justice in the 
fullest sense of the word.    
 
Sincerely,  
Rev. Courtlandt Buchanan  
 

Pastor Holly's Prayer for the 

Nation given at the Central 

Atlantic Conference's Prayer 

Vigil last week: 
God of all the Nations, you know that as 
Americans we like to think of ourselves as 
exceptional, as the city on a hill, a beacon to 
others. But you know who we are.  
You know the beauty we can create and the 
power we have and the things we are capable of 
on our best days. But you also know the cruelty 
we are capable of, the terror we can cause, and 
the hate and racism that often seems sewn into 
the very fabric of our identity. You know our 
promise and you know our failures.  
 

It is because you know us so well that we call 
upon you now to empower us, to stretch us, to 
move us towards the more perfect union we 
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confess to be. You know what we need. I realize 
that when we call upon the almighty to transform 
us and heal us and make us a better nation, 
there is a danger. For God, we know that justice 
is not an easy road. But we have been a nation 
that for too long has tried to paper over our 
rough spots and pretend our way towards peace 
without doing the true work needed for 
reconciliation.  
 

So I pray tonight that in our calls for unity and 
peace and hope we do not rush past truth and 
justice and accountability and the costs of 
rhetoric and hate speech. I pray that we don’t 
ignore how our history plays into our present, 
how our leaders have failed us, and how we as a 
nation have faltered. And although we as a 
nation must learn how to once again act with 
kindness and compassion towards our 
neighbors, even those neighbors we abhor, we 
must acknowledge that the wounds of this nation 
go much deeper and the healing balm to that 
wound must go much further than simply 
reminding us to be nicer to one another.  
God, you know how this nation was founded. 
The good and the bad and the ugly of it all. And 
yet despite all the flaws in our systems, and in 
our communities, and in our people, despite the 
horrors of our past and present, there are many 
times when we have lived into the barest 
glimpses of all we could be. And when we live 
into those moments, we do provide a light to the 
world. We can be incredible and do amazing 
things together.  
 

So in the days and weeks and months to come, 
help us be our best selves. Give us the courage 
and steadfastness we need to ensure justice is 
done and truth is restored. Equip our 
communities with the tools we need to dismantle 
oppressive structures, to restore our health, to 
feed our people, and to inspire them to hope and 
work for a better tomorrow Inspire our leaders, 
not just our political leaders (although God, they 

really do need some work), but also our 
community leaders, our church leaders, and our 
neighborhood leaders to serve others and not 
themselves, to lead with wisdom and intelligence 
and discernment, and to work towards the good 
of the whole.  
 

And God, maybe most importantly, remind us 
that no matter what kind of Americans we are – 
no matter where we came from, or where we live 
or who we love, or what political party we belong 
to, or what language we speak, or what 
pronouns we use, regardless of our disabilities or 
our ethnicities or the colors of our skin, or even 
how proud or disgusted we are about our nation 
– help us to remember that you are indeed the 
God of ALL the nations. That our nation could 
live up to its best promise and yet still that would 
not make us more beloved or worthy in your 
eyes than the other nations and peoples of your 
creation. Our hope isn’t in our being exceptional 
for our own sake, but only in being a shining light 
pointing towards your truth, towards your love, 
towards your justice, and towards your glory.  
God, tonight we ask you to bless our nation. But 
we do not ask for an empty blessing. We ask 
forblessing that convicts us, forgives us, heals 
us, restores us, and reminds us of our true 
purpose. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 

 
Happy Birthday 

January  
Jessica Lin - 1/3 

Dick Bertelmann 1/6 
Ethan Daughters 1/22 

Helen Hanes 1/25 

 


