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Good Friday                                            7:00pm Zoom  

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. 
We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, 
deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our 
community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon: Deb Anderson 
Liturgist: Jen Fuss 
Readers: John Bartkowiak, Chloe Jackson, Tim Fuss, Laura Lineberger, Russell 
Shelley, Joyce Miller 
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
To have during worship: 1. Candle to light  
Keep your microphone on mute unless told otherwise. Words in bold are meant 
to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say them on the 
Zoom call. If you are having technical issues please chat message Patrick Jackson 
for help. Please note when to put out your candle based on the first letter of your 
last name. If there are two last names in your household, just pick one to 
determine when to put your candle out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Preparing to Enter the Story  
 
Prelude   “Sarabande in D minor”     by J.S. Bach 
 
Pastor: The Holy Week story is a story that binds all our stories together: 
Being betrayed by people, institutions, and systems unwilling to summon courage 
to take risks on behalf of justice, kindness, compassion, care. The holy challenge 
of continuing to tend to beauty and pain together, without becoming bitter. 
The horrible powers of institutions and institutional leaders to wield harm and 
death, while saying their hands are tied, and nothing else is possible. The holy 
power of ordinary people resisting by telling the truth, tending to each others’ 
needs, and refusing to just go along to get along. How the healing salve of 
salvation comes, unexpectedly, when it seems like all is lost. especially when it 
seems like all is lost. We know that there is no Easter without Good Friday. We 
know that life and death are bound together. We are more keenly aware of this 
truth having lived through this past year. So much death, so much loss, so much 
grief. So tonight we sit, and linger, and tend to the mess of it all. We grieve. We 
keep vigil. We listen. We lament. We open ourselves to how this story is still 
unfolding… 
 
Liturgist: Let us light our candle as we begin worship together, and I invite you to 
say with me the words of Psalm 130.  
People: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in God’s word I hope; my soul 
waits for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning, more than 
those who watch for the morning.  
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: Holy God, this week we are caught in the tension of 
light and shadow, death and resurrection. 
You spoke the world into being, 
you illuminated the universe by your very speech, 
then filled the void with life. 
Indeed, you have filled the void 
of darkness and death, 
the empty promises of the abyss, 
with new life and new creation. 
We look to you now in the space between the world and your Realm, 



longing for the fulfillment of your word 
in the work of the Holy Spirit 
and through the life of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Music   “Surely He Bore All of my Grief”          by Michael Guimont 
   Performed by Catherine Benskin and George Benskin 

 
Reflection    Rev. Holly Jackson  
 
Music          “Stay With Me”     Taize 
 
We Pray with Jesus in the Garden 
Pastor: Christ, you call to us to join you in a time of prayer and testing. Though we 
may leave you – sleep, betray, or flee – forgive us. Keep us awake. Keep us 
faithful. Amen.  
 
Scripture    Matthew 26:36-46     

Jesus and the Disciples go to Gethsemane 
 

Music     “Lamb of God”    By The Many 
 
Scripture    Matthew 26:47-56     

Jesus is betrayed and arrested 
 

(A moment of silent prayer. 
If your last name starts with A-F please put out your candle now.) 

 
We Face Jesus at His Trial and the Cross 
Pastor: Christ, you face conflict and the cross. We face you and all who suffer. 
Forgive our sin. Pour out your love. Transform us. Amen.  
 
Scripture          Matthew 26: 57, 63-66    

Jesus is accused by religious leaders. 
 
Scripture     Mark 15:1-15     

Jesus is tried and sentenced. 
 



Music     “Listening at the Cross”   
Music by Garrison Doles, Art by Jan Richardson 

 
(A moment of silent prayer. 

If your last name starts with G-M please put out your candle now.) 
 
Scripture    Mark 15:16-39     

Jesus is crucified 
 

Music    “Crucifixus from Mass in B Minor”    by J.S. Bach   
       Performed by the UCCSV Choir 
 

(A moment of silent prayer. 
If your last name starts with N - S please put out your candle now.) 

 
We Watch as Jesus is Placed in the Tomb 
Pastor: Christ, we watch as those who loved you grieve, and wrap your body in 
linen. Hopeless, they place you in a tomb and go away. We join them even now. 
So on this night, keep us constant in prayer and hope, looking for the fulfillment 
of your resurrection in our day. Amen. 
 
Scripture     Mark 15:40-47    

Jesus is Placed in the Tomb 
 
Music     “Were You There” 
 

(A moment of silent prayer. 
If your last name starts with S - Z  please put out your candle now.) 

 
“The Night Weeps”    by Slats Toole 

 
Depart in silence 
 
 


