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Virtual Vacations with God: The Camino del Santiago 

 10:00am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. 
We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, 
deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our 
community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter: John Bartkowiak 
Liturgist: Dan Davis 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Suzanne Adele Schmidt 
Deacon: Tim Fuss  
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
We invite you to come to worship with a candle to light. This can be a real flame 
or an electric candle. We’re on a virtual vacation with God today going on The 
Camino de Santiago. Please bring a small stone of some kind with you to worship 
and also have bread or a cracker and wine or juice available for communion.  
 
Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless told otherwise. Words in 
bold are meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say 
them on the Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses and hymns. 
Close all non-essential programs on your computer and silence all notifications so 
you don’t become distracted. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and 
prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as 
appropriate. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
 
 
 
 



Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude       
 
Call to Worship 
Liturgist: We come today, 
not only to hear the words which can transform us 
People: but to be filled with God’s grace and hope. 
Liturgist: We come not out of habit, 
People: but to respond to God’s call. 
Liturgist: We come to be called away 
People: from the familiar ways of our lives. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Liturgist: Son of God, as you invited your disciples of old to come away and 
rest, you invite us to do the same. You call us to lay down that which gets in 
the way of following your Way. May we find courage in this time of worship 
to perceive new things to which you call us. Amen 
 
Opening Hymn             “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds”        
 

Blessed be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love; 

The sharing of a common life is like to that above.  
 

Before our God we come 
and pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  
 

We share each other’s woes, 
each other’s burdens bear,  

And often for each other flows a sympathizing tear.  
 
 

 



Scriptures    Isaiah 43:19, Matthew 11:28 
  
Contemporary Reading  “The Soul of a Pilgrim: Eight Practices for  
       the Journey Within” 
      By Christine Valters Paintner 
 
Reflection      Rev. Suzanne Adele Schmidt 
 
Confession 
Liturgist: In order to follow The Way of Christ, there may be burdens which 
we may need to release in order to be free. When we let go of past hurts, 
past sins, old dreams, and old burdens, we create space for new things to 
spring forth.  We are allowing room for God to make a new way in the 
desert. We are freeing ourselves up to surrender and follow God’s call on 
our lives.  (A chime calls us to a time of silence.) 
 
During the time of silence… 
You are invited to pick up the stone which you brought to worship, identify 
a burden which you wish to lay down and imagine that stone representing 
that burden, and then lay that burden down as if you were laying it at the 
foot of the cross. 
 
People: Pilgrim God, our shoes are filled with stones, our feet are 
blistered and sore, our faces are stained with tears. As we stumble and 
fall, may we know your presence in the weariness and the tears and in the 
healing and the laughter of our pilgrimage. Unburden us from these 
weighty things. Use these stones to pave new pathways of love, of hope, 
of faith through which we may travel with joy. Release us and set us free 
to new life. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: Siblings in Christ, Rest assured that God shows us mercy and does 
not abandon us throughout our journey in this life. Regardless of where life 
takes us, God is there. The Holy One offers us unconditional love and 
forgiveness on our pilgrim journey. 
 
 



Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged 
to wave, say Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all 
in the chat.)  
 
Sung Response –  

When peace, like a river, upholds me each day, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll,  

Whatever my lot, you have taught me to say,  
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”  

It is well with my soul,  
it is well, it is well with my soul.  

 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your 
prayer concerns in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 
Pastoral Prayer           
   
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or 
version of this prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 



 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
Sung Prayer Response  -  

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise 
in the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus,  
you may have all this world, give me Jesus.   

 
Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: Let us give as pilgrims on a journey, happy to share what we have 
with those with whom we travel and those with whom we know nothing 
about their journey. 
 
Offertory Prayer  
People: God and Gracious God, we travel we know not where but we 
trust that you will provide for us as you have throughout our lives. May 
we see in our loaves and fishes the possibility of feeding others and 
ourselves. Accept these gifts with our thanks for your faithful 
companionship on our journey. Amen. 
 
Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
    
Pastor: This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to 
share in the community of God’s people. 
God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Pastor: It is a good and joyful thing to praise the living God. 
People: Let us come with open hearts to this table of transformation!   
 
Pastor: Holy One, in the Word and story, in the rhythm of waves and time,  
your hope comes. Again and again Jesus reveals your loving ways, your 
righteous judgments, your tender mercies.  
 



Jesus touches us with love, healing us, restoring us, and transforming us.  
As Jesus gathered his friends at table, he gathers us in one faith, one 
baptism, one hope.   
 
We remember how Jesus took bread, and having blessed and broken it, 
gave it in the tenderest of manners to his disciples, saying: This is my life, 
given for you. Do this faithfully in remembrance of me.  
 
We remember how he took the cup, and having given thanks, gave it to 
them, saying: This cup is the new covenant joining our life’s blood as one.  
 
I invite you to take your bread and hold it up in front of you. My friends, the 
bread, which we break, symbolizes our communion in the body of Christ. 
Please break your bread at home along with me. In eating this bread, you 
and I become whole. We are transformed. Put your bread back down and 
lift up your cup of juice or wine.  
 
The cup, which we pour, symbolizes our communion in the risen life. In 
drinking this cup, our lives overflow with grace and we are transformed.  
Come, for all things are ready. May we find transformation here. 
 
In a moment you may take your bread or share it with others in your 
household saying something like “The bread of heaven given for you.” Then 
take the cup and either dip your bread in the cup and eat it or eat your 
bread and drink your cup separately saying to yourself or to others in your 
household, “The cup of blessing shared with you.” Take a few moments 
now to share this meal together and take in God’s grace.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
People: Holy God, we thank you that in eating and drinking together we 
receive Jesus’ love, transform our hearts, and imagine changed lives. Send 
us out from this place restored, renewed, unburdened, and whole. Amen.  
 
Closing Music        “I Surrender All”     By Deniece Williams 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-bARylS9Mw 
 
Benediction 
 



Extinguish The Light 
 
Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be 
broken into small group breakouts to allow for more sustained 
conversation.  
 
“Call to Worship” adapted from a prayer by Thom Shuman. “Prayer of Confession Adapted from a prayer 
by The Iona Community, from The Pattern of Our Days: Liturgies and Resources for Worship (Wild Goose, 
1996), “Communion Liturgy” from Holy Vessels: Healing and Wholeness Communion Liturgy (adapted) 
Worship Design Studio © 2009 Marcia McFee. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE 
LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 
Thank you to Rev. Suzanne Adele Schmidt for leading worship today and 
preaching from our virtual pulpit. Rev. Suzanne Adele Schmidt, who joined 
this congregation in 1990, met her beloved, Daniel Davis here, and was 
ordained from this congregation in 2013. Retired from local church 
ministry, she is currently conducting a study focused on retired UCC clergy 
women.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us 
your contact information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 
Upcoming Sunday Worship Themes– Virtual Vacations with God 
7/26/20 – Visiting Family 
8/2/20 – The Camino de Santiago (Places We’d Love to Go but Probably 
Won’t)  
8/9/20 – Visiting Different Churches 
8/16/20 – The Forest 
8/23/20  - Cities/Museums/Famous Landmarks 
8/30/20 – Traveling for Events (Weddings, Family reunions, etc.)  
9/6/20 – The Lake  
 
Pastor Holly Away from July 27th - August 9th 
Holly will be away on vacation and study leave for two weeks starting 
Monday, July 27th through Sunday, August 9th. She will return to UCCSV on 
Monday, August 10th. If you email her during that time she will get back to 
you during the week of the 9th. If you have a pastoral emergency during 
the time she is away you are invited to contact your Deacon (if you don't 
know who your assigned Deacon is please contact John Bartkowiak, The 



Chair of Deacons) or Rev. Bonnie Scott, (Pastor of Trinity UMC, one of our 
partner churches) who is providing emergency pastoral care coverage, at 
301-540-4300 or revbonnie@trinity-germantown.org. 
 
Contribution Statements  
Nita will be sending out contribution statements for those who have given 
money to the church in 2020. Please go over these carefully and make sure 
that all checks you have written to the church are included. We have had 
several checks that were mailed to us go missing from our mailbox and 
some have even been cashed. This is why we have moved our mail to our 
P.O Box now. If any check you mailed to the church is missing from your 
contribution statement please let Nita know. It will help if you give her the 
date, amount, and check number.  
Thanks, Russell  - Church Treasurer  
 
Deacon List Update - Your Help Needed!  
As many of you know at UCCSV we assign all members, and many regular 
visitors and friends, an individual Deacon. This Deacon will be able to 
contact you and keep you abreast of any major issues at church. In 
addition, during this pandemic the Deacons have been instrumental in 
keeping our community connected and cared for. You can share pastoral 
concerns with your Deacon and also ask them any questions you might 
have about church. In order to make contact between you and your Deacon 
as easy as possible we ask that you answer a few simple questions. All your 
answers will be kept in confidence. We especially need this feedback from 
people new to our congregation or if your contact information has recently 
changed. If you are not sure who your Deacon is that's a good indication 
that we need you to fill out this form! Please fill out the form below at your 
earliest convenience so that we can update our Deacon Lists as soon as 
possible. https://forms.gle/xfgf2DgmWqEK5x8G8 
 
Mindfulness Sessions on Mondays at 7pm  
Ruel Billones will lead mindfulness sessions on Mondays from 7-8pm via 
Zoom.  Please sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45adaf28aaf85-mindfulness 
or contact Beth Lauriat at balauriat@aol.com for more information.  
 



Zoom Worship Volunteer Opportunities 
If you would like to help lead our Zoom worship experience there are ways 
you can help. We still need a “Greeter” and a “Liturgist” every Sunday. 
Greeters will welcome people as they come into the meeting before 
worship by voice or by chat and help by supplying important web links in 
the chat box. Liturgists will lead the service with Holly. We also welcome 
musical video offerings of instruments or voice that we can use during 
worship. In addition, we welcome pictures of our congregation during this 
time apart. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 
Recordings of Zoom Worship Services  
If ever you miss a Zoom worship service and you want to go back and watch 
a recording for that week, you can always find our past services on our 
website here: https://www.uccsenecavalley.org/watch_us_online 
 
This is also a great place to send neighbors, friends and family who may 
want to check us out but might be nervous about joining us on Zoom for 
the first time. It's a great way to see what Sunday mornings online are like 
and they can fast forward through anything they don't want to watch! ;-)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


