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Virtual Vacations with God: Cities, Famous Landmarks, Museums 

 10:00am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. 
We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, 
deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our 
community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter: Joyce Miller 
Liturgist: Luz Granada 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon: Deb Anderson 
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
We invite you to come to worship with a candle to light. This can be a real flame 
or an electric candle. We’re on a virtual vacation with God today to visit famous 
cities and landmarks. Before worship think about a place you have visited, local 
or far away, that had a deep impact on you. Consider what you learned from that 
place and any stories you have about it.  
 
Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless told otherwise. Words in 
bold are meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say 
them on the Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses and hymns. 
Close all non-essential programs on your computer and silence all notifications so 
you don’t become distracted. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and 
prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as 
appropriate. If you are having technical issues please chat message Patrick 
Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
 
 



 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude       
 
Call to Worship 
Liturgist: Come and worship, everyone on earth, everywhere the sun 
shines. Come and worship as we gather around computers, phones, tablets, 
and televisions. Whether our cameras are on or off, whether we say or sing 
a word aloud, no matter how we listen or watch, we are the church.  
People: Let us praise God together! 
Liturgist: For listening when we call, answering our prayers, forgiving our 
mistakes, and providing what we need, even in the midst of difficult days: 
People: Let us praise God together! 
Liturgist: Come and worship, everyone on earth, everywhere the sun 
shines. Though we may be in different places, and even worship at different 
times, we are the church.  
People: Let us praise God together! 
 
Opening Prayer 
Liturgist: Great is our God, and worthy of praise! 
God’s goodness knows no limit; 
God’s faithfulness toward us is boundless! 
God, your majesty and glory surround us here. 
We’ve come together to celebrate your presence,  
and to offer songs of praise and worship. 
We’ve come to rejoice in your mighty acts, 
and to retell the story of your goodness 
throughout history and in our own lives. 
Move among us as we worship together; 
may your Spirit guide and inspire our thoughts and actions 
as we spend this time in your presence. Amen.  
 
 
 



Opening Hymn                “O For a World”        
 

O for a world where everyone  
respects each other's ways,  

where love is lived and all is done  
with justice and with praise.  

 
O for a world where goods are shared  

and misery relieved, where truth is spoken,  
children spared, equality achieved. 

 
We welcome one world family  
and struggle with each choice 

that opens us to unity  
and gives our vision voice. 

 
Confession 
Liturgist: On this day which God has made, which God has given to us, we 
pause. We consider our hearts and hands, the good we have left undone, 
the harm we have caused, the ways we have been complicit in tearing the 
fabric of community. On this day which God has made, we are loved and 
grace awaits us. Let us begin first in silence and then in unison prayer. 
(A chime calls us to a time of silence.)  
 
People: God of Mercy, we are people here like Peter sinking when you 
told him to step out on to the water. We step out in faith because we 
want to follow you, but we fall short. 
We are afraid of what other people think of us. 
We are not sure we have the ability to do what you ask us. 
We think the job is too big for us. 
We are people here like Thomas struggling with our doubts. 
We are not sure what it means to be a Christian sometimes. 
We are not always sure what good it does to come to church. 
We are not sure what you can do in this world that is so wounded. 
We struggle to take one more step until we see the whole way ahead. 
We are people here like Mary weeping. 
We stand at the foot of the cross, where sin’s power does its worst. 



We weep for people who are persecuted for the color of their skin. 
We weep for people whose lives are shackled by poverty. 
We weep for people who are dying in hospital beds and alone at home. 
We weep and our grief paralyzes us. 
We are your people here at worship looking for hope. 
Fill us with grace and power to be your disciples, 
to be faithful, to be true, to be filled with love to the end. 
We ask this in your name, Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: God challenges us, God encourages us. God confronts us, and God 
accepts us. God works wonders in our midst and gives us the eyes, 
the hearts, the souls to see such miracles. God forgives us, God guides us 
through the wilderness of the world, and God leads us home. Thanks be to 
God.  
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged 
to wave, say Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all 
in the chat.)  
 
Sung Response –  

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 

Lay down, O weary one, lay down  
your head upon my breast." 

 
I came to Jesus as I was, 

weary and worn and sad; 
and there I found a resting place, 

where Jesus made me glad! 
 
Children’s Message  
 
Scripture   1 Kings 6:2-13, Luke 21: 5-6, John 2:13-22 
  
Contemporary Reading  “Why Do I Travel?”  Author Unknown 



 
Reflection      Rev. Holly R. Jackson   
 
Musical Response          
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your 
prayer concerns in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 
Pastoral Prayer           
   
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or 
version of this prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
Sung Prayer Response  -  

Breathe on me breath of God,  
fill me with life anew 

that I may love the way you love 
and do what you would do.  

 



Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: The body of Christ is made of many members. We each come with 
our own offerings. We bring our stories, our talents, our resources, and all 
that makes us who we are to God, in service to love and liberation. In the 
knowledge and assurance that we each play a vital part in the movement of 
God, let us bring together what we have.  
 
Offertory Prayer  
People: Spirit of Life, you accept us just as we are even as you lure us 
more deeply into love. You bring us into the company of others to expand 
our understanding. You send us prophets. You call us to courage. You 
companion us through wisdom ancient and new. For all the ways your 
grace enables us to grow, we bring our offerings with gratitude and renew 
our commitment to pursuing what is good, and true, and just. Amen.  
 
Closing Music        “Shine on Us”       By Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGL3XDe6Cxg&feature=youtu.be  
© 2020 Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, all publishing rights reserved. Permission given 
congregations to play recording during worship or education programs, and to stream online. 
 
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be 
broken into small group breakouts to allow for more sustained 
conversation.  
 
“Call to Worship” adapted from a prayer by Christine Longhurst. “Prayer of Confession” adapted from a 
prayer by Carol Penner  www.leadinginworship.com. “Invitation to Offering and Offertory Prayer” 
adapted from prayers by enfleshed. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 
724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us 
your contact information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 
Upcoming Sunday Worship Themes– Virtual Vacations with God 
8/30/20 – Traveling for Events (Weddings, Family reunions, etc.)  
9/6/20 (Labor Day Weekend) – The Lake  



9/13/20 - Reimagine the Church Sunday (Typically “Welcome Back Sunday” 
or “Rally Sunday” and Communion Sunday for September) 
 
UCC Seneca Valley‘s Trivia Night  
Come join the fun, Wednesday, August 26 starting at 7 on Zoom. 
Get your dance shoes ready for a little night music. 
Zoom login information will be sent this week. 
 
Congregational Check-In, Sunday August 30th after Worship 
Before we head into the fall program series we want to check in with the 
congregation and hear your feedback. Think of this like an online listening 
circle. We will break into small groups if we have several participants. Some 
questions to consider:  
1. How connected do you feel to the congregation? How might we help you 
connect more? 
2. How is online worship working for you? Do you have suggestions as to 
how to improve it? What is really feeding your soul right now? 
3. Are there topics or issues you would like to see addressed either in 
worship or online small groups this coming fall? How can we help you stay 
whole during this time? 
4. Do you have questions about the church we could answer? 
If you cannot attend on the 30th but would like to submit answers to these 
questions or give other feedback, please email HollyRJackson@gmail.com.  
 
Root Beer Float Drive-in, Sunday, September 6 from 1-3 
Pickup fixin’s for making a root beer float, enjoy the chance to visit with 
others while social distancing, and support social action by buying some fair 
trade coffee and/or chocolate from Bethany Fuss. 
 
Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate for Sale at Church  
Bethany Fuss will be selling Equal Exchange coffee & chocolate outside the 
church Sunday, September 6 from 1-3pm  
 
Front Porch Hours 
Starting this Thursday, August 13th, Pastor Holly will be having "Front Porch 
Hours" on Thursdays from 4-6pm every week. During that time she will be 
sitting out on the church's front porch (by the office doors). You can join 



her on the porch during that time for conversation, pastoral concerns, 
suggestions, or whatever else you might want to share with her. It's time 
she wants to offer to you. No appointment needed. Masks will be required 
and safe physical distance will be maintained. Bored or lonely? Anxious or 
frustrated? Wanting to chat about the news and the state of the world? Full 
or ideas or feeling empty? Meet her on the "Front Porch" and have a chat! 
(If those hours don't work and you need to talk to her you can always make 
an appointment by emailing her.)  
 
Zoom Worship Volunteer Opportunities 
If you would like to help lead our Zoom worship experience there are ways 
you can help. We still need a “Greeter” and a “Liturgist” every Sunday. 
Greeters will welcome people as they come into the meeting before 
worship by voice or by chat and help by supplying important web links in 
the chat box. Liturgists will lead the service with Holly. We also welcome 
musical video offerings of instruments or voice that we can use during 
worship. In addition, we welcome pictures of our congregation during this 
time apart. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 
Recordings of Zoom Worship Services  
If ever you miss a Zoom worship service and you want to go back and watch 
a recording for that week, you can always find our past services on our 
website here: https://www.uccsenecavalley.org/watch_us_online 
This is also a great place to send neighbors, friends and family who may 
want to check us out but might be nervous about joining us on Zoom for 
the first time. It's a great way to see what Sunday mornings online are like 
and they can fast forward through anything they don't want to watch! ;-) 
 
 


