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Faces of Our Faith:  
Anna, Pointing Toward Where God Shows Up in the World 

 
10:00 am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:   To Be Determined 
Liturgist:  Terri Molaski 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:  Tim Fuss    
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support:  Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship we encourage you to bring a candle (flame or electric). Keep 
your microphone on mute during worship unless told otherwise. Words in bold are 
meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say them on the 
Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses and hymns. Use the chat box for 
the passing of the peace and prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly 
to individuals as appropriate. If you are having technical issues please chat message 
Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude  
 
Call to Worship               
Liturgist: Can you see it? The new thing God is doing even now in our midst? 
People:  Point us towards where God is moving in the world and let us see the  
  promise of hope.  
Liturgist: Let our eyes be sharpened to see the holy in our midst where we would  
  least expect it.  
People: We watch and wait for those in the shadows and on the margins to  
  teach us anew how to find God.  
Liturgist:  We will be patient and persistent in our search for the incarnate God.  
People:  Here in community, we will find and celebrate new possibilities for love  
  and justice.  
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: God of our Ancestors, all too often we look at those on the margins or stuck in 
the shadows and think they have nothing to teach us. We ignore those who seem too 
old or too strange convinced their offered wisdom is suspect. And yet sometimes you 
teach us that those on the margins see what others cannot yet see. That their distance 
from the center allows them a different kind of access to your truth. Even if their 
prophetic wisdom shakes up our familiar and comfortable routines, help us to hear 
those who point us towards you. Today, as we honor Anna who recognized the Messiah 
in the infant Jesus, help us to have eyes that see the divine in the most unexpected of 
places. Amen.  
 
Opening Hymn       “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”                     v. 1,3,4 
 
Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: We come before God in confession because our stories are often filled with 
moments we regret, times we wish we could have lived differently, and choices we 
struggle with. But it’s not just us as individuals. We are a part of a system that thrives on 
injustice, promotes inequality, and cheapens the value of God’s beloved creation. We 
pause now to acknowledge our mistakes and failures and ask for God’s grace. (A chime 
calls us to a moment of silence.)  
 
Prayer of Confession  
People: Holy God, we know that you have been present to us throughout all of 
history, through the histories of our ancestors in faith, and even throughout our own 
histories. We know you will be with us in our future. Yet often we don’t live as if we 
know that. We ignore the signs that point to your work in our daily lives. We forget 



those on the margins and sometimes we even push others to the side when they get 
in our way. As Anna recognized in Jesus the redemption of her people, we recognize in 
Jesus God’s saving grace for us. Help us to live into and share this good news. 
Encourage us to point the way to you by living out our faith in life giving ways of love 
and justice. Amen.  
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: Even if you remain blind to where God is moving in your life, God still offers 
you love and mercy beyond measure. When you seek grace it will always be given to 
you. Find hope in the unexpected ways God shows up all around you.   
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Children’s Message       
 
Scripture          Luke 2:21-38 
 
Art Reflection   “Anna the Prophetess”   by Lisle Gwen Garrity 
 
Sermon                                                                      Rev. Holly R. Jackson  
 
Musical Response         
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer             
 
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 



 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response    “I Heard the Voice of Jesus” 
 
Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: The stories of our ancestors in faith sometimes makes us laugh, or cry, or call 
us to action. But every story also speaks of the faithfulness of God – of God’s 
abundance, God’s love, and God’s provision. Trusting in that provision and in response 
to that faithfulness, we offer our gifts as a testament to the story of our own spiritual 
journeys.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
People: God of Hope, use these gifts to continue to point to your work in the world so 
that all can see your glory. Elevate those whose voices are silenced or ignored and 
empower the prophets to speak your truth. God of Vision, take these offerings of 
money and turn them into vision; a vision of all people fed, a vision of all people safe, 
a vision of all people housed, a vision of all people educated. Amen. 
 
Closing Music                             “There is a Balm in Gilead”                 UCCSV Choir 
 
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction        
 
Liturgy, reflections, and artwork from Faces of Our Faith worship series | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights 
Reserved.  

  
Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 

 
 

Greeters and Liturgists Needed ASAP 
If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv


Pantry Project Update 
Request for School Supplies 

The Social Action Committee is working with Fox Chapel to collect school supplies for 
children for the next school year. Thank you for donations already made! Donations still 
needed are:  
 
Backpacks, Crayons, Notebooks, Pencils.  You may donate on the church donation page, 
or purchase the specific items needed.  
 
To facilitate collection of materials, we have set up an Amazon List where you can 
purchase the specific items. 
 
Loraine Kentner is point of contact on this project and Amazon orders will be sent 
directly to her for collection and delivery to Fox Chapel. 
 
Donations are due Today. 
 
Donation List for ordering may be found here: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2B7NVPS4JOI88?ref_=wl_share 

 
Pastor Holly's Day Off to Change to Fridays starting September 3rd 

The beginning of August marked 5 years that Holly has served as our Pastor. In all that 
time her sabbath day off during the week has been Tuesday (with sections of Saturday 
off depending on the week). For various reasons that day will now be moving to Friday 
as she seeks to have something closer to a weekend. On Friday (and parts of Saturday) 
she will not be regularly checking email and will not be in the office. If you have a 
pastoral emergency please feel free to contact her on her cell phone no matter the day 
or time.  
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