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Our Mission 

UCC of Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive 
spiritual community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children 
of God. We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative 
expression, deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and 
serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Online Greeter:   TBD 
Liturgist:     John Bartkowiak 
Usher(s):   TBD 
In-Person Deacon:   Deb Anderson 
Zoom Deacon:  Asher Beckwitt 
Preacher:   Mycroft Masada Holmes 
Pastor:    Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Music Support:  Beth Lauriat, George “Keoki” Benskin 
Zoom Technical Support:   Patrick Jackson  
 
"Mycroft Masada (they/them) is a nonbinary trans and queer Jewish and interfaith 
leader with 30+ years of experience, particularly called to pursue LGBTQ+, fat 
and illness/disability liberation.  They moved to Gaithersburg, Maryland 
(Montgomery County near Washington DC) from Boston in 2014.  Mycroft is a 
Fat Torah board member and a TransEpiscopal Steering Committee member, as 
well as a chapter author in the nonfiction anthologies “OtherWise Christian 2 : 
Stories Of Resistance" (2020) and “OtherWise Christian 3 : What Shall Prevent 
Me?” (2022).  They are also the creator of the Westminster Flabby fat liberation 
social media project, a transcriptionist for Christy Harrison’s Food Psych podcast 
and Intuitive Eating Fundamentals online course, and a blogger for Goodwill of 
Greater Washington’s Finding Your Good.  Mycroft is an advocate, organizer, 
consultant, educator, trainer, writer, artist, and thrifter. With their spouse Julia 
McCrossin, they co-admin the DMV Fat-Friendly Community, and co-parent two 
dogters." 
 



Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship, we encourage you to bring a candle (flame or 
electric). For Communion Sunday please have bread or a cracker and juice or 
wine with you as you sit down to worship. Keep your microphone on mute during 
worship unless told otherwise. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and 
prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as 
appropriate.  
 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home  
 
Prelude  
 
(*Stand in Body or Spirit) 
 
*Call to Worship 
Liturgist: All you who delight in the Sacred Strange, come and worship the 
Creator of All.  
People: Thanks be to God who blesses the peculiar and rejoices in the 
uniqueness of every body and being.  
Liturgist: The holy takes on flesh in every gender and sexual orientation, every 
race and ability, every body size and body type.  
People: Each embodied difference is a unique glimpse of Holy Wonder.  
Liturgist: Blessed are those who search for God among the lives of the 
oppressed, the betrayed, the turned away, and the condemned.  
People: Blessed are those who receive with joy the gifts of God enfleshed 
among us. The Sacred is with us. Let us worship and be transformed.  
 
*Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: Blessed are You, God of all, who created and brings on the twilight. 
Though it is morning now we can imagine the sun sinking and the colors of the 
day turning slowly and the shadows lengthening. We offer a blessing for the 
twilight, for twilight is neither day nor night, but in-between. We are twilight 
people. We can never be fully labeled or defined. We are many identities and 
loves, many genders and none. We are in between roles, at the intersection of 
histories, or between place and place. We are crisscrossed paths of memory and 
destination, streaks of light and swirled together. We are neither day nor night. 
We are both, neither, and all. May the sacred in-between of remembered twilight 
suspend our certainties, soften our judgments, and widen our vision. May this in-
between light illuminate our way to the God who transcends all categories and 
definitions. May the in-between people who have come to pray be lifted up. 
Blessed are You, God of all, who created and is present in the twilight. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn    “Enter Rejoice and Come In”  #73 
 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to Confession   
Liturgist: Sometimes we make mistakes. Sometimes we do things we shouldn’t 
do. Sometimes we even forget or fail to do some things we know we should do. 
In those moments we may feel guilty or sad or angry at others or ourselves. 
When we come to church, we get to admit our mistakes. Not to feel badly about 
them, but to be forgiven and to learn from them. God loves us and wants to help 
us make the world a better place and to be happy ourselves. In this time, we are 
honest with God and know we are forgiven. We start with quiet when we hear the 
sound of the chime.  (A chime calls us to a moment of silence.)  
 
Prayer of Confession 
People:  Holy One, we come to you nursing our hurts. Some hurts have 
become so much a part of us that we are reluctant to let them go. Forgive 
us. We all know the pain of being different for each of us is unique. But 
sometimes we fear difference and, in our fear, despise those we brand as 
‘very different.’ Forgive us. Save us from fear. Others of us believe we have 
good reason to take the moral high ground. Forgive us. Save us from 
arrogance. Heighten our awareness of otherness. Keep us sensitive to the 
pain of difference –difference caused by gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, culture, physical or mental abilities, age, experience, 
and status. Help us to look on all of your creation and all of your children 
as good, valuable, and holy. Amen.  
 
Words of Assurance   
Liturgist:  The joy God wants to share with us centers in the knowledge that  

we are forgiven. We are redeemed. We are loved. We are freed to  
start again and do better with the help of the Holy Spirit. Go in the 
peace of that grace.  

 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
*Sung Response   “There’s a Spirit of Love in this Place” 
 

There’s a spirit of love in this place,  
there’s a spirit of love in this place.  
You can’t see it but it’s there,  

just as precious as the air.  
There’s a spirit of love in this place.  

 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! 

We bless your holy name.  
O alleluia, sing alleluia! 

There’s a spirit of love in this place.  
   
Message for All Ages 
 
Scripture    Acts 8:26-40     
 
Sermon   Mycroft Masada Holmes 



Hymn     “Orphans of God”  
By: Ty Herndon and Kristin Chenoweth (video) 

 
Community Life and Concerns 
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 
Pastoral Prayer             
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version 
of this prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation. 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response  “Here Are Our Hearts” 

 
Here are our hearts, here are our hands 
Here are our lives, use them as you can.  

Show us those who hurt. Show us those in need.  
Show us how to serve. Teach us how to see.   
 

Invitation To Give  
Liturgist: Since its beginning, the church was meant to be a place of chosen 
family—a community of outcasts and outlaws, dreamers, prophets, and humble 
disciples of Love. In the company of Divine Presence, we create belonging and 
nurture justice. With gratitude for the sacred labors of love in this place, let us 
bring our offerings to God and one another. We invite you to share God’s 
abundance—in person in the offering plates at the doors as you leave here today 
or online or by text or in any way that you feel called to do so.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
People:  Generous God, we offer you our gifts of love and hope. Receive 
them and use them to make a difference in this world; to spread love, to 
work for justice, to provide for those in need, and to sustain this 
community as it seeks to do your will. Our rainbow pride is a reflection of 
your majesty and grace. Use our gifts to transform all of creation into your 
holy realm. Amen.  



*Closing Hymn  “What a Covenant”    #471 v. 1 & 2  
  
*Extinguish the Light 
 
*Benediction  
 
Postlude 
 
(*Stand in Body or Spirit) 
 
Call to Worship and Offering Invitation by enfleshed. Opening prayer adapted 
from workr by Rabbi Reuben Zellman. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed 
under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved 
 
Fellowship Time   - Each week after worship we will share in snacks, coffee/tea, 
and conversation in the Gathering Room or on the side portico (weather 
permitting) immediately after worship.  
 
New to our Congregation? Have questions?  
Please consider leaving us your contact information at 
https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 
Greeters and Liturgists are needed always! 
If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at  
UCC of Seneca Valley: UCCSV Worship Support (signupgenius.com) 
 

Donating to UCCSV is Easy! 
Please consider donating to UCC of Seneca Valley to support the vital ministries 
for the greater Germantown community and the wider UCC church!  

• Online via PayPal:  
United Church of Christ of Seneca Valley - Donate (uccsenecavalley.org) 

• Text “Give” to 301-720-1980 (first time givers will need to input credit 
card information).  


