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Sixth Sunday in Easter  

Practicing Resurrection: Why Bodily Resurrection Matters 
 

10:00 am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:   David Schwab 
Liturgist:   Colby Harmon 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:  John Bartkowiak    
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship bring a candle (flame or electric).  Keep your microphone on 
mute during worship unless told otherwise. Words in bold are meant to be said aloud at 
home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say them on the Zoom call. Sing along at 
home to the sung responses and hymns. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace 
and prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as 
appropriate. If you are having technical issues please chat message Patrick Jackson for 
help. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude  
 
Call to Worship               
Liturgist: God speaks to the heart, 
People: offering compassion and hope. 
Liturgist:  God enlivens the mind, 
People:  inviting curiosity and wonder. 
Liturgist:  God heals the body, 
People: sanctifying our flesh and bones. 
Liturgist:  God awakens all spirits, 
People:  fostering sacred connection. 
Liturgist:  God nurtures our strength, 
People:  creating unimagined possibilities. 
Liturgist:  God calls the whole world,  
People: inspiring extravagant love. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: God of Dry Bones and Resurrected Bodies, so often we have heard that our 
bodies are bad, or should be controlled, shaped, or fixed in some way. And yet when we 
hear about Jesus’ resurrection we are reminded that he was not simply a Spirit but 
inhabited a body. He gave people license to touch him. He ate with them. His body still 
bore the wounds he received. He was physically present with them, even as his body 
was now wholly different from what it had been before. Could it be that you, as our 
creator, value not just our minds and our spirits but also our bodies? That you know 
how often they both delight and fail us and still you appreciate them for all that they are 
for all and for all that they are not. Jesus was born of water and blood. The divine 
become flesh. In this hour of worship help us to connect with and give thanks for the 
ways in which the bodies you gave us continue to give you glory and tell the story of 
your Realm here on earth.  Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn    “Let it Breathe On Me” 
 
Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: Resurrection is not a single event but rather a process which asks us to roll 
back the stones of our lives and walk out of our tombs again and again. True 
transformation is something we practice and choose over time. Resurrection means 
letting go of our old selves, putting down our burdens, finding freedom in grace and 
mercy. Starting over with a clean slate. We pause now before God to practice 
resurrection by admitting the times when we have not lived up to our new life in Christ. 
(A chime calls us to a moment of silence.)  



Prayer of Confession  
People:  Our hearts are hard, O God – 
 Soften them with your love. 
 Our hands are clenched, O God – 
 Open them with your grace. 
 Our feet are planted too firmly, O God – 
 Invite us to dance with you. 
 Our lives are not our own, we know – 
 Let us live and move and have our being in you, O God.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: In Christ Jesus we are a radically renewed community. Old things are done 
away with, all things become new. We are agents of grace and reconciliation. With 
every step or stumble, Christ will be with us. Thanks be to God! 
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Sung Response      “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Scripture                        1 John 5:1-6  
 
Contemporary Reading “Within, Everywhere, and Always” 
 
Sermon             Rev. Holly Jackson 
 
Musical Response      
 
Prayer Response    “I Need You Every Hour” 
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer           
   
 



Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: It is one thing to memorize the words of Jesus. But it is another thing to let 
those words transform us and rearrange our priorities and our lives. As we practice 
resurrection what is it that God is inviting you to rearrange about your priorities? What 
is it that you want to offer to the Church and to the world as a practice of God’s love? 
Let us bless our offerings together.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
People: Beloved One, in bringing our offerings together, we ask your blessing on this 
community. We know there is nothing more precious, more powerful, more persistent 
than the gifts of your love. May we be committed to sharing it materially, spiritually, 
and relationally in all aspects of our lives. Amen.  
 
Closing Music    “In God’s Hands”    by Tracey Howe 
© 2020 Tracy Howe Wispelwey, all publishing rights reserved. Permission given congregations to play 
recording during worship or education programs, and to stream online. 

 
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
“Call to Worship” and “Offertory Invitation” written and adapted from work by the Rev. Ellis Arnold. 
“Prayer of Confession” by Beth Merrill Neel, “Offertory Prayer” by enfleshed, Hymns and lyrics reprinted 
and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 

Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 



New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 

 
Greeters and Liturgists Always Needed 

If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 

A Card Ministry for UCCSV 
 In February, I received this card from a college friend.  On the back it says “Made with 
Love by the Vergennes United Methodist Church.”  I loved getting this handmade 
greeting and was smiling all over thinking of our long-ago friendship.  This card inspired 
me to think that it would be good for our church to have a similar card ministry.  I 
recruited Joyce Miller, Deborah Tomblyn, Carol Brandt, and Susan Pearcy.  Because of 
COVID, I needed to keep the group small and manageable at first.  However in the 
future, when we feel safe meeting together, we intend to have an open meeting to get 
your ideas and actually make cards.  Susan has said she would lead a workshop to get us 
started.  Please start thinking of how you may like to contribute. Write down, call, or 
email Jeanne Springmann with your ideas.  

 
Pastor Holly's Front Porch Hours are Back! 

Join Holly on the church porch from 3:30pm-5:30pm on Thursday afternoons. She'll be 
there just hanging out waiting for whoever wants to come by and chat. It's been a long 
winter but warm weather and vaccines meeting together on the porch or in the prayer 
garden is safer than ever and much needed for many. You can have a topic you want to 
talk about or just come by to say hi and reconnect. If you can't make Thursday 
afternoon but still want to talk to Holly (for any reason including just reconnecting after 
this long winter) please reach out to her by text or email and we'll find a time to meet 
that works with your schedule either at church or a place of your choosing.  
 

100 Acts of Service 
We know UCCSV makes an important contribution to our community as individuals and 
as a whole group, but we want to go further by documenting our acts of service and 
celebrating them. If you have done an act of service to the community this year we want 
to know about it. Acts of service include more formal acts of volunteerism like tutoring 
or delivering food or cleaning up the neighborhood park to helping out a neighbor with 
technology or other task. An act of service can be running errands for others or paying it 
forward in some way.  
 
How do you serve our community? How are you making a difference? 
 
Use this Google Form to share your Act of Service. 
https://forms.gle/uH1iW18hW679vGoy7 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv
https://forms.gle/uH1iW18hW679vGoy7


Upcoming Sunday Worship at UCCSV 
May 16 - Practicing Resurrection: New Life Rooted in Justice 
May 23 - Pentecost Sunday - Practicing Resurrection: The Resurrection of the Church 
May 30 - Central Atlantic Conference Worship  
 
 

 
 


