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Pentecost 

Practicing Resurrection: The Resurrection of the Church 
 
 

10:00 am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:   Dan Davis 
Liturgist:   Suzanne Schmidt 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:  Joyce Miller    
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship we encourage you to wear or bring something red and bring 
a candle (flame or electric).  Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless told 
otherwise. Words in bold are meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or 
Liturgist who will say them on the Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses 
and hymns. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and prayer requests or other 
worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as appropriate. If you are having 
technical issues please chat message Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 
9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude  
 
Call to Worship               
Liturgist: Here we gather for song and scripture, seeking comfort and hope,  
  seeking to be inspired as well as challenged. 
People: Here we gather to retell the ancient tales and wonder how God’s story  
  continues to unfold. 
Liturgist:  Today we tell the story of Pentecost, the story of the Holy Spirit rushing  
  in like a wild wind and dancing like flames upon each of the disciples, 
People:  And we ask ourselves where we see the Holy Spirit present our world  
  today. 
Liturgist:  Today we tell a story of the Holy Spirit igniting hope again. We will hear  
  Peter claim his identity, tell his story, and inspire others to see the Holy at 
  work in the world. 
People: And we will ask ourselves if we are ready to share our own stories. 
Liturgist:  Welcome to this place. Bring all your questions, doubts, and wonders.  
  Find here an invitation to experience something ancient and something  
  new. 
People: May we be open to the Spirit. May we be open to learning and learning  
  from one another. May we grow together in faith, hope, and love.  
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: On this day of Pentecost, the church is born and re-born. The Holy Spirit is 
poured out and sends us out together, aflame with new life. God, we pray that your 
Spirit would set us free from the prisons of pettiness, jealousy, and greed. Set us free to 
be your church. We are freed to free others. We are forgiven to forgive others. We are 
loved to love others. You call us to be the church, and you send us to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, heal the sick, and to be alleluias even when there is no music. Fill us 
with your Spirit, make us again into your body for the world. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn    “Let it Breathe On Me” 
 
Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: Resurrection is not a single event but rather a process which asks us to roll 
back the stones of our lives and walk out of our tombs again and again. True 
transformation is something we practice and choose over time. Resurrection means 
letting go of our old selves, putting down our burdens, finding freedom in grace and 
mercy. Starting over with a clean slate. We pause now before God to practice 
resurrection by admitting the times when we have not lived up to our new life in Christ. 
(A chime calls us to a moment of silence.)  



Prayer of Confession  
People: Merciful God, the wind blows and we hear the sound of it, but we do not 
know where it comes from. We try to explain it away, but even our own breath speaks 
of new things we cannot understand. We may be together in one place, but we do not 
speak with one voice, we do not listen with one heart. We hear, and dismiss, your 
deeds of power, your call to love those who are different, your insistence that the 
whole world be included. You pour out your Spirit, and we squash the vision—it is too 
big, too unrealistic, too uncertain, too unruly. You send visions of a future with hope, 
and we look back instead. You light the way, and we look for a fire extinguisher, trying 
to keep ourselves (and you!) safe. Forgive us, O God. We long for the new life you 
offer, but we do not know how to live it. Amen.  
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: As we are forgiven witness the Spirit rushing into this place, our homes, our 
community, our lives once again. God fills every nook and cranny with dreams and 
visions of possibility. Our hushed whispers of amazement turn into proclamations of 
God’s grace, in every language of the world. As forgiven and redeemed people Jesus 
leads us out into the future. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Sung Response      “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Scripture                        Acts 2:1-21 
 
Contemporary Reading “The Lord’s Prayer in 10 Different Languages” 
 
Sermon             Rev. Holly Jackson 
 
Musical Response      
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer             
 



Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Response    “I Need You Every Hour” 
 
Mission Moment   Strengthen the Church      Miranda Lin 
 
Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: It is one thing to memorize the words of Jesus. But it is another thing to let 
those words transform us and rearrange our priorities and our lives. As we practice 
resurrection what is it that God is inviting you to rearrange about your priorities? What 
is it that you want to offer to the Church and to the world as a practice of God’s love? 
Let us bless our offerings together.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
People: Holy God, with these offerings we seek to acknowledge and turn toward the 
divine spark you have lit in our lives and in our church. Use these gifts to resurrect 
your church and to transform those of us who are a part of it. Bless what we give so 
that it truly makes a difference in this world. Blow through us now and inspire us to 
ever more deeper generosity and gratitude. Amen.  
 
Closing Music                    “This is a Day of New Beginnings”  

  
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
“Call to Worship” adapted from A Service for Pentecost, written by the Rev. Ellis Arnold. “Opening Prayer”, 
“Prayer of Confession” and “Words of Assurance” adapted from work by Teri Peterson. Hymns and lyrics 
reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 



Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 

 
Greeters and Liturgists Needed ASAP 

If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 

 
Outdoor Worship at the Church, Today at 5:30pm 

Join us for outdoor evening vespers, a simple worship service on our church grounds 
today at 5:30pm. Bring a chair with you to sit on and bring a cracker or bread and juice 
or wine for communion. You are welcome to stay after worship and have a picnic dinner 
on our grounds as a fellowship time. 
 

Pastor Holly's Front Porch Hours are Back! 
Join Holly on the church porch from 3:30pm-5:30pm on Thursday afternoons. She'll be 
there just hanging out waiting for whoever wants to come by and chat. It's been a long 
winter but warm weather and vaccines meeting together on the porch or in the prayer 
garden is safer than ever and much needed for many. You can have a topic you want to 
talk about or just come by to say hi and reconnect. If you can't make Thursday 
afternoon but still want to talk to Holly (for any reason including just reconnecting after 
this long winter) please reach out to her by text or email and we'll find a time to meet 
that works with your schedule either at church or a place of your choosing.  
 

Congregational Meeting, Sunday, June 6th After Worship 
On Sunday, June 6th after worship we will be having our bi-annual Congregational 
Meeting on Zoom. At this meeting we will elect and install a new slate of church leaders 
(more on that to come), review our church's journey these last months including a brief 
financial update, and hear a presentation on our recent church survey responses and 
how they impact our future including what that means for hybrid worship that includes 
both online and in-person worship on Sunday mornings. Please plan to join us for this 
very important meeting. If you have any questions please contact Holly at 
HollyRJackson@gmail.com.  
 

Upcoming Sunday Worship at UCCSV 
May 30 - Central Atlantic Conference Worship  
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