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Fifth Sunday in Easter  

Practicing Resurrection: What’s Perfect Love Got to Do With it? 
 

10:00 am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:   John Bartkowiak 
Liturgist:  Tim Fuss 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:  Deb Anderson    
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship bring a candle (flame or electric) and bread or a cracker and 
juice or wine for communion.  Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless 
told otherwise. Words in bold are meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or 
Liturgist who will say them on the Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses 
and hymns. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and prayer requests or other 
worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as appropriate. If you are having 
technical issues please chat message Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 
9:30am and worship begins at 10.  

  

mailto:uccsv@verizon.net


Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude  
 
Call to Worship               
Liturgist: We worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives. 
  We need not look up to find God, we need only to look around: 
People: within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another. 
Liturgist: We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God, 
  we need only listen to the music of life, 
People:  the words of children, the questions of the curious, the rhythm of a  
  heartbeat.  We worship the God who inhabits our world and who  
  indwells our lives. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: One: Cultivating God, we come as your children to grow and learn, because 
you are our divine vine grower. God, we desire for you to abide within us, and for your 
grace to be revealed anew daily. As your branches, we ask you to nourish us for 
continued growth. May you transform our hearts and minds as we hear your Word, sing 
your praises, and engage in holy dialogue through prayer. May you help us to bear good 
fruit through the vine of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn    “Blessed Be the Tie” 
 
Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: Resurrection is not a single event but rather a process which asks us to roll 
back the stones of our lives and walk out of our tombs again and again. True 
transformation is something we practice and choose over time. Resurrection means 
letting go of our old selves, putting down our burdens, finding freedom in grace and 
mercy. Starting over with a clean slate. We pause now before God to practice 
resurrection by admitting the times when we have not lived up to our new life in Christ. 
(A chime calls us to a moment of silence.)  
 
Prayer of Confession  
People: One: O God, giver of life, we confess the times when we fail to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. God, forgive us when we ignore or we fail to see our 
neighbors in need. Abiding God, also forgive us when we reject love from others, and 
shut down completely.  As we confess the times when we did not tend to our own 
needs, and denied ourselves of your forgiveness and grace. In our failures, we have 
refused your invitation to grow closer to you.  In our confession, O God, we pray your 
abiding love be shown through the ways we love more fully. Amen. 
 



Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: In Christ Jesus we are a radically renewed community. Old things are done 
away with, all things become new. We are agents of grace and reconciliation. With 
every step or stumble, Christ will be with us. Thanks be to God! 
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Sung Response       
 
Scripture     John 15:1-8, 1 John 4:7-21 
 
Contemporary Reading 
 
Sermon             Rev. Holly Jackson 
 
Musical Response     
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer           
   
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Prayer Response    
 
Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: We give because we believe that God’s love abides in times of sadness, loss 
and grief and we want to share that love with the world. We give because we believe 
that God’s love abides in times of hopelessness, brokenness and failure and we want 
people to know they are not alone in their pain. Let our offering be a thanksgiving of 
God’s love that abides within us and offers us hopefulness, forgiveness, unity, and 
peace. And let us accept God’s invitation to be ever-present in times of deep despair, 
and in times of great joy. Now, let us offer ourselves in gratitude and with generosity, as 
fruits representing the abiding goodness of God. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
People: Generous God, we offer you the fruits of our time, talents and resources in 
celebration of all that we have been given. Loving God, we give you thanks for all that 
we have and ask a special blessing on the fruits we have given back to help meet the 
needs of your beloved community. May these gifts nourish and strengthen our 
community to grow spiritually, emotionally, and physically so that we can . In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.  
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Pastor:  It is our deep joy and our delight to give you thanks and praise, O God, for 
  you made all that is: the blizzard and the snowflake, the comet and the  
  firefly, the universe and the blade of grass. You made all things, great and 
  small, and you made us, your children, mirrors of your image, your  
  beloved. You have always loved us but we have not always loved you.  
  You sent messengers to us to remind us of your love, but we did not  
  listen. In the fullness of time you sent us your Beloved, Jesus, your son.  
  He claimed us and forgave us; he taught us and healed us; he saved us  
  and raises us to life eternal. And so for this, and for all your goodness, we  
  join our voices to those of the saints who sing these words forever: 
People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are  
  full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes 
  in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 



Pastor:  Blessed is Jesus, the One whom we follow, the One who calls us, the One  
  whom we strive to imitate in our living. We give him our life and our  
  death, and in return he gives us life again.  
 
Words of Institution 
Pastor: On the night in which he gave himself up for love and justice Jesus sat around a 
table with his closest friends and he took a loaf of bread. I invite you now to take your 
bread in your hands and hold it up to the screen. Jesus blessed his bread, gave thanks 
for it, and then he broke it saying, “This is my body given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” I invite you to break your bread and return it to your plate.  
 
Again after supper Jesus took the cup and raised it up before him. I invite you to raise up 
your cup now. Jesus gave thanks the cup and blessed it and then said, “This cup is the 
new covenant poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink of it do this in remembrance of me.” I invite you to put your cup 
down now and raise your hands over both the bread and cup.  
 
Blessed is the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus unleashed upon the church, that we might be 
empowered to do your work in the work. In humility and with trust we ask you to send 
your Spirit upon us now, and upon these gifts of bread and cup, that the bread we break 
will become for us the Bread of Life, and the cup we bless will become the Cup of 
Salvation. By your Spirit make us one with each other and with all who share in this feast 
you have prepared. Amen.  
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
(At this time you are invited to serve yourself or those with you the bread saying 
something like, “The Body of Christ given for you” or “The Bread of Life given for you”. 
You can dip the bread in the cup saying something like, “The Cup of Salvation shared 
with you” or “The Cup of Blessing shared with you.” We will pause here for a few 
moments so everyone has a chance to receive the elements.)  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
People: O Jesus, our beloved, we give you thanks for inviting us to your table and 
sharing your feast. May we know that we have been fed with love and grace, and may 
we follow you out in the world, ambassadors of your hope and peace. Amen. 
 
Closing Music     
 
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 



Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 

 
Greeters and Liturgists Needed 

If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 

"Bearing Witness" - a Black Lives Matter Tribute and Community Art Share 
On Today, Sunday May 2nd, from 1pm until 8pm, the community Art Share will be an 
event at the church, where everybody, young and old, has the opportunity to make an 
artistic contribution to our experiences with racism and exclusion, re-affirming that 
black and brown peoples lives matter.  
 
Art is many things. It can be a drawing, painting or sculpture, but it can also be a poem, 
a photograph or a story. It can be a song or a dance. The intention is to share our church 
communities’ contributions, to begin and continue a dialog among us, as well as the 
wider communities around us.  
 

We want to especially encourage the young people to contribute and share, as well as 
younger children and their parents, who may be able to relate to the topic.  
 
In sharing our experiences, emotions and perspectives with art, we are attempting to 
create a community and be a haven for all of us to express ourselves artistically. While 
some pieces may be more professionally rendered than others, the message and 
importance of each piece is the focus and will be appreciated. This could be the 
beginning of an annual occurrence. Please contact Sabine Cox (sabineecox@gmail.com) 
if any questions. 
 

Pastor Holly's Front Porch Hours are Back! 
Join Holly on the church porch from 3:30pm-5:30pm on Thursday afternoons. She'll be 
there just hanging out waiting for whoever wants to come by and chat. It's been a long 
winter but warm weather and vaccines meeting together on the porch or in the prayer 
garden is safer than ever and much needed for many. You can have a topic you want to 
talk about or just come by to say hi and reconnect. If you can't make Thursday 
afternoon but still want to talk to Holly (for any reason including just reconnecting after 
this long winter) please reach out to her by text or email and we'll find a time to meet 
that works with your schedule either at church or a place of your choosing.  
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100 Acts of Service 
We know UCCSV makes an important contribution to our community as individuals and 
as a whole group, but we want to go further by documenting our acts of service and 
celebrating them. If you have done an act of service to the community this year we want 
to know about it. Acts of service include more formal acts of volunteerism like tutoring 
or delivering food or cleaning up the neighborhood park to helping out a neighbor with 
technology or other task. An act of service can be running errands for others or paying it 
forward in some way.  
 
How do you serve our community? How are you making a difference? 
 
Use this Google Form to share your Act of Service. 
https://forms.gle/uH1iW18hW679vGoy7 
 

Upcoming Sunday Worship at UCCSV 
May 9 - Practicing Resurrection: Why Bodily Resurrection Matters 
May 16 - Practicing Resurrection: New Life Rooted in Justice 
May 23 - Pentecost Sunday - Practicing Resurrection: The Resurrection of the Church 
May 30 - Central Atlantic Conference Worship  
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