
You Are Welcome Here! 
 
 
 

 
 

An “Open and Affirming” Congregation 
of the United Church of Christ 

in Germantown, MD 
  



THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST OF SENECA VALLEY 
13421 Clopper Road • Germantown MD 20874 

301-540-3449 • uccsv@verizon.net 
April 4, 2021 

 
Easter Sunday 

 
10:00 am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:   To Be Determined 
Liturgist:  Suzanne Schmidt 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacons:  John Bartkowiak and Tim Fuss    
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship bring a candle (flame or electric) and bread or a cracker and 
wine or juice for communion. Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless 
told otherwise. Words in bold are meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or 
Liturgist who will say them on the Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses 
and hymns. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and prayer requests or other 
worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as appropriate. If you are having 
technical issues please chat message Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 
9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude    “Prelude in D Major”     J.S. Bach 
 
Call to Worship 
Liturgist:    Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
People:      Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
Liturgist:    Hope is alive! Alleluia! 
People: Hope is alive, indeed! Alleluia! 
Liturgist:    God’s love is eternal!  
People:  Let us give thanks for what God has done. Alleluia! 
 
Opening Prayer  
Liturgist: God of grace and power, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come 
trusting in the good news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is living proof 
that you care about our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers to us glimpses of hope, 
even in our tears. The tomb is not quiet. It speaks. It proclaims! It is a promise of eternal 
life! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”   
   UCCSV Choir with Kate Weber-Petrova on Organ 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Mortal tongues and angels say, Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  

 
Let the Victor’s people sing, Alleluia!  

Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!  
Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia!  
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!  

 
 Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia!  

God has opened paradise, Alleluia!  
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  

Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  

 



Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: Christ has risen and we have risen to new life with him. Yet the pull of the 
grave is strong and we often find ourselves forgetting the way to abundant life. We 
must confess the ways we have continued to remain in our tombs of sin and death, the 
ways we have separated ourselves, individually and structurally, from God and from 
each other. We begin with a moment of silence to pause and reflect. (A chime calls us to 
a moment of silence.)  
 
Prayer of Confession  
People: God of resurrection grace, help us in our pain, despair and fear so that we are 
not prone to follow the path of hopelessness. We confess that when we stand before 
the empty tomb we don’t always feel the joy of resurrection. We feel fear, doubt, and 
distrust. Our grief keeps us from seeing new possibilities. Forgive the fear that 
paralyzes us at the brink of new life. Forgive our doubt of your love. Forgive our 
distrust of your surprising, joyous plan. Help us, to instead, be like the Risen Christ, 
and rise up, as a brave and holy people, living beyond our pain, despair and fear by 
remaining hopeful in your steadfast love. Amen.  
  
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: God hears our prayers of grace and mercy, and raises our countenance from 
despair, into resurrection joy! God meets us in our human suffering, comforts us in our 
tears, and offers to us new hope. Alleluia! We are a forgiven and redeemed people!  
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Response      “We are Marching In the Light of God”      
 

We are marching in the light of God. (4x) 
We are marching, Oo, we are marching in the light of God 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Scripture                                 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8 
 
Contemporary Reading    “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front”     
     By Wendell Berry  
  
Sermon                         
 
Musical Response    “The Call”    Vaughan Williams  
     Performed by Ryan de Ryke (baritone) and Daniel Schlosberg (piano) 
 



Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer           
   
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Response   “Jesus Remember Me”   
 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom 
 
Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: The Risen Christ helps us to remember that despair is not the end of our 
journey. The Risen Christ also speaks of God’s ever-present love, and gives the church 
resurrection hope. In that, as an Easter people, we manifest God’s never-ending love in 
the world by the giving of our time, talents, and financial resources. For it is with Christ’s 
limitless and restorative love, that we humbly and graciously offer back to God a portion 
of what God has given us. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
People: God of love, we offer our gifts of time, spiritual gifts, and financial gifts as a 
sign of our love for you and the world. We ask a special blessing on these gifts where 
you meet us in our suffering, and raise us up, so that all may come to know of your 
abiding love. Alleluia! Amen.  
 



Communion Invitation 
Leader:    Christ is Risen! 
People:    Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit; Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of 
Love: We praise you for Jesus Christ, who reminds us that even in fear-filled days, 
cloaked with the powers of death, your eternal love arises, and never leaves us. 
For we rejoice with all your people and with the angels, because life is stronger than 
death! As we proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
People: Holy is Jesus, God Incarnate, the Risen Christ, whose mercy gathers us 
together in community, whose grace meets us in our brokenness, and whose loving 
faithfulness gives us renewed hope. 
 
Leader: In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, and the price he paid for who he 
was, what he said, what he did, and the truth, freedom, and hope he proclaimed. 
 
On the night before Jesus gave himself up for the sake of love and justice, he sat at 
supper with his disciples. While they were eating, he took a piece of bread.  I invite you 
now to raise your bread at home up with both hands. Jesus said a blessing broke it, and 
gave it to them with the words, ‘This is my body. Given for you. Do this to remember 
me.’  I invite you to break your bread and return it to your plate.  
 
After dinner he took a cup of wine, and gave thanks for it. Raise your cup up now before 
you. Jesus said, “This cup is God’s forgiveness poured out for you and for all people. 
Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.” I invite you to put your cup down as we bless 
these elements.  
 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: we remember Christ’s life of 
love, and friendship, and teaching, we remember Christ’s dying, and rising to life again.  
 
Holy God, bless this bread and this cup, the wheat and the grape, the farmer and the 
harvest, the seed and the sower. These simple elements are shared in community, 
so that we may taste and see your goodness and become one body in Christ.  
For it is through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
that all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forevermore. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
(At this time you are invited to serve yourself or those with you the bread saying 
something like, “The Body of Christ given for you” or “The Bread of Life given for you”. 
You can dip the bread in the cup saying something like, “The Cup of Salvation shared 
with you” or “The Cup of Blessing shared with you.” We will pause here for a few 
moments so everyone has a chance to receive the elements.)  
 
People: O Christ, we thank you for this feast of life. Fed by your love, and 
strengthened by your life; we humbly accept your call to go into this world to live with 
hope, and to share your joy. Alleluia!! Amen!! 
 
Closing Music         “Alleluia from Exsultate Jubilate K. 165”     W. A. Mozart 
             Angel Azzarra (soprano) 
 
Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
Adapted from liturgy by the Rev .Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume, pastor of Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ in West Palm Beach. Copyright 2021, Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO 
Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission 
granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All 
publishing rights reserved. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All 
Rights Reserved.  
 

Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 

 
Greeters and Liturgists Needed 

If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a4a722a02-uccsv 
 

100 Acts of Service to the Community in 2021 
We know UCCSV makes an important contribution to our community as individuals and 
as a whole group, but we want to go further by documenting our acts of service and 
celebrating them. Let's see how quickly we can get to 100 acts of service to the 
community! If you have done an act of service to the community this year we want to 
know about it. Acts of service include more formal acts of volunteerism like tutoring or 
delivering food or cleaning up the neighborhood park to helping out a neighbor with 
technology or other task. An act of service can be running errands for others or paying it 
forward in some way. How do you serve our community? How are you making a 

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
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difference? If you have completed an act of service please email Marybeth Thomason 
who is compiling a list for us. MarybethThomason921@gmail.com.  
Send along your name and your act of service. We'll celebrate your contribution and 
have it become part of our effort as a whole church to reach 100 acts of service by this 
summer! 
 

3-in-1 Working/Walking Fellowship Opportunity 
Please join us on Sunday, April 11 between 1 and 3 for a chance (brought to you by 
Property Operations) to help tidy up our grounds while walking in fellowship with 
others; pick sticks and trash bags in hand.  There will also be some tidying up of the beds 
in the back by the labyrinth if you prefer.  The Fellowship Committee will provide drinks 
and some snacks and Bethany Fuss, on behalf of the Social Action Board, will be selling 
Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate (the kind where the farmers get a fair price for 
their products).   
 
And while we're at it, let's show our neighbors we are a community of kindness and 
support.  There will also be two opportunities that day to donate; either food, garden 
flowers or a little of both.  The food collected will go to Germantown Help which 
provides food for needy Germantown families.  The flowers will be put into bouquets 
and given, along with cards we will sign, to neighboring Asian owned businesses to show 
our support and solidarity in light of the most recent attacks on the broader Asian 
community in this country. It's a colorful way to say, 'We see you and we value you and 
your place in our community". 
 

As always, proper COVID protocols will be used, with masks and social distancing 
required. 
 

UCCSV to host "Bearing Witness" a Black Lives Matter Tribute  
and Community Art Share 

On Sunday May 2nd, UCCSV will host an outdoor community art share about bearing 
witness to the beauty and struggle of black lives. With a focus on justice and affirming 
that black lives matter, we will encourage community members to share their art to all. 
This will be an outdoor event (with social distancing and masks required). But we hope 
to have this be a community event that all can participate in, either as artists or as those 
who seek to experience and bear witness to the art. For more information please see 
the attachment.  
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