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March 6, 2022 
Let Love Rise: 
Planting seeds 

10:00 a.m.  
In-Person & Livestreamed through Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. 
We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, 
deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our 
community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Online Greeter:   TBD 
Liturgist:     David Schwab 
Usher(s):   TBD 
In-Person Deacon:   John Bartkowiak 
Zoom Deacon:  Camila Young 
Pastor:    Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Director of Music Ministry:  Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support:   Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship, we encourage you to bring a candle (flame or 
electric). For Communion Sunday please have bread or a cracker and juice or 
wine with you as you sit down to worship. Keep your microphone on mute during 
worship unless told otherwise. Use the chat box for the passing of the peace and 
prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to individuals as 
appropriate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uccofsenecavalley@gmail.com


Welcome & Announcements  
 

Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home  
 

Prelude  
 

Call to Worship 
Liturgist:  Lent is the season to acknowledge the rough, rocky and barren  

places of our lives.  
People:  We are ready to begin the journey.  
Liturgist:  We trust that there is love left to spring from the ashes of war; life  

left to sprout from a dormant seed.  
People:  We are ready to trust the steps of preparation. 
Liturgist:  Let us worship together, sowing the seeds of God’s love.  
People:  We are ready to Let Love Rise!  
 

Opening Prayer   
Liturgist: Creator God, you are like a gardener sowing seeds for a fertile crop. 
You are like a baker kneading yeast through dough. Plant your Word like a seed 
in our hearts today. Let it grow in love, developing deep roots in our spirit. Let us 
watch as wisdom unfolds. Help us to listen to your still speaking voice so that we 
yield the fruit of kindness and help sustain the path of justice. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn    “In the Bulb There is a Flower”   #433 
 

Invitation to Confession   
Liturgist: Accountability and truth is needed for growth. God does not want us to 
wallow in guilt or drown in despair and shame. Instead, in this time of confession 
let us remember what we need to let go of, or heal from, in order to truly be 
whole, as individuals and as a society. Imagine God knowing we have fallen flat, 
and yet over and over again kneading the yeast of love into our lives until we rise 
again. Let us offer God the truth of our lives first in silence and then in unison 
prayer. (A chime calls us to a moment of silence)  
 

Prayer of Confession 
People:  Gracious God, we face many temptations as we begin yet another 
pandemic Lent- the temptations of isolation, of arrogance, and of thinking 
we can do everything better and faster than you. Forgive us and slow us 
down. Remind us that you are tending the soil of our hearts and that you 
are readying the banquet table for us. Like seeds into flowers and flour into 
bread, transform our lives today. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance   
Liturgist: God never stops planting seeds of love and forgiveness in our hearts.  
Even when we are tired or filled with grief, God is forever hoping, forever  
reaching, and forever tending. Receive this forgiveness now and understand that  
you are a new creation in Christ, free to grow and flower.  
 
 



Passing of the Peace 
 

Sung Response  “Let Us Break Bread Together on our Knees”    
 

Let us break bread together on our knees. 
Let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord have mercy on me. 

   

Scripture      Luke 13:20-21, Luke 8:1-15 
 

Contemporary Reading   “Seeds are Very Much Alive!”   
      (by Melody Bodette and Jane Lindholm) 
 

Sermon     Rev. Holly Jackson 
 

Meditative Music 
 

Community Life and Concerns 
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 

Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer             
 

Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version 
of this prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation. 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response   “As the Grains of Wheat”    #783 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread,  

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you.  

 

Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: Part of letting love rise is cultivating our own sense of generosity- giving 
of ourselves, our resources, and our time to create a better world. Here in this 



moment, we give to sustain this church community, we give to the wider church, 
and we give to care for our neighbors, those local and those around the world. 
But most of all we give back to God in thanks for all that God has given to us. 
This morning’s offering will now be received. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
People: Holy God, we thank you for keeping us rooted as we grow from 
seed to harvest, rising from leaven to become the body of Christ at your 
table. Thank you for the blessings we have reaped in our own lives and in 
our church community. Bless all the gifts we share – our prayers, our time, 
and our money, so that they may be used for further growth in love. Amen. 
 

Communion Invitation 
Pastor: Jesus said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?” 
People: It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty 
pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough. 
Pastor: It is time to join the kin-dom of God, fully mixing around God’s table. 
People: We are ready to Let Love Rise.  
Pastor: May God, the baker-woman, be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!  
People: We raise up our thanks and praise. 
 

Communion Prayer 
Pastor: Creator God, long ago when there was nothing but darkness and dust, 
you shared the Spirit of love with the world. Throughout time, you have nurtured 
that spark of life as it has steadily evolved and grown, bringing greater fertility 
and bounty to our lives.  
 

As we have grown full of your blessings, we have not always treasured them. We 
have squandered your good gifts, hoarded your bread, closed our kitchens, and 
taken credit for all you have done. As we wander away from the safety of your 
hearth, we forget how much we need to be nourished at your table.  
 

Even in our wandering, you have been steadfast: offering manna in the 
wilderness, sowing seeds of love, baking for us our daily bread, multiplying a 
bounty of loaves and fish, and sending your Son, to be the Bread of Life.  
 

Words of Institution 
Pastor: Those of you watching from home I invite you to mimic my actions with 
your bread and cup holding them up when I do and breaking the bread as I do.  
 

On that last night that he gave himself up for the message of peace, of hope, of 
justice, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new 



covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Holy Spirit, come now and transform this simple meal of bread and wine into a 
feast that sustains us just as seeds are sustained and lay dormant until they all 
have ingredients to grow and thrive. Help us to plant deep in the soil, to develop 
deep roots that cannot be torn away, and to blossom in new ways so that love 
can rise across this world. Come and be present with us now in this sacrament 
and always. Amen.  
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
(Those in the pews are invited to come forward and get the communion elements 
and then return to your seats. We will bring the elements to those who cannot 
come forward for any reason. Please wait to consume the elements until all are 
once again seated. Those at home can listen to the music and ready themselves 
until we all eat the bread and drink the juice/wine together.) 
 

All: Holy God, thank you for drawing us into community around your table. 
Thank you for all the ways you nourish us, knead us, and shape us into the 
Body of Christ. Send us forth today, reminded that there are seeds left for 
us; there is time left to Let Love Rise. Amen. 
 

Closing Music  “You Are Salt of the Earth”   #181 
   
Extinguish the Light 
 

Benediction   
 

Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All 
Rights Reserved.  
 
Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken 
into small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 

New to our Congregation? Have questions?  
Please consider leaving us your contact information at 
https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 

Greeters and Liturgists are needed always! 
If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at  
UCC of Seneca Valley: UCCSV Worship Support (signupgenius.com)  
 

Donating to UCCSV is Easy! 
Please consider donating to UCC of Seneca Valley to support the vital ministries 
for the greater Germantown community and the wider UCC church!  

• Online via PayPal:  
United Church of Christ of Seneca Valley - Donate (uccsenecavalley.org) 

• Text “Give” to 301-720-1980 (first time givers will need to input credit 

card information).  

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4aadac2cabfb6-uccsv
https://uccsenecavalley.org/donate

