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Epiphany: 
Star Word Sunday 

10:00 a.m. Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. 
We seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, 
deepening connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our 
community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Online Greeter:   Terri Molaski  
Liturgist:     Julia Schucker 
Pastor:    Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:    Jen Fuss  
Director of Music Ministry:  Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support:   Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As you sit down to worship, we encourage you to bring a candle (flame or 
electric). For Communion Sunday please have bread or a cracker and juice or 
wine with you as you sit down to worship. Keep your microphone on mute during 
worship unless told otherwise. Words in bold are meant to be said aloud at home 
with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say them on the Zoom call. Sing along at 
home to the sung responses and hymns. Use the chat box for the passing of the 
peace and prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly to 
individuals as appropriate. If you are having technical issues, please send a chat 
message Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and 
worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 

Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home  
 
Prelude  
 

Call to Worship 
Liturgist: We are searching for a light to guide us. 
People: Arise, shine for our light has come! 
Liturgist: We are longing for inspiration to motivate us. 
People: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Liturgist: We are wishing for the world to change. 
People: Look around: people are looking for God’s light in us. 
Liturgist: We are ready to see what God can do! 
People: Our hearts rejoice in God’s glory! We join together to shine! 
 

Opening Prayer   
Liturgist: O Star-flinging God, whose light dances across eternity, shine and 
watch over this new year. Open our hearts to the mystery of your love. Awaken 
us to your presence, knit to the ordinary. Reveal to us what is possible, but not 
yet present. Heal us, that we might be healers. Reconcile us to you and to 
ourselves, that our living might be reconciling. Stop us often, we pray, with news 
that is good; with hope that holds; with truth that transforms; with a Word tailored 
to this trail we're on. May the word of your grace guide our steps like the sun by 
day and the north star by night, as we travel into the gift of a new year. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn   “Hark the Herald/Jesus the Light of the World”  
(#160 v. 1 & 4)        

 

Invitation to Confession   
Liturgist: Though we have turned a corner into this new year, God’s call remains 
in front of us. When we lose our way, God calls us back. We share in 
reconciliation today to stay true to that calling, first in silence and then together in 
prayer. (A chime calls us to a moment of silence.) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
People: Holy God, we enter the dawning of this new year with a mix of hope 
and anxiety. We are afraid nothing will change, but we hope and pray for 
renewal and healing. As we admit our faults and long for reconciliation, 
help us to transform into our best selves, so that we might help transform 
the world around us. Forgive us when we have not found our way to you. 
Forgive us when we have set boundaries where you have set no borders. 
Forgive us for hoarding from our fellow travelers- our wealth, our 
resources, our love, and our very light. Help us to open ourselves once 
again so that we can shine. Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 

Words of Assurance   
Liturgist: God is making all things new. God always goes in front of us, lighting 
our path. Celebrate God’s love and peace. We are forgiven and beloved beyond 
measure.  
 

Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the PowerPoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to 
wave, say Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the 
chat.)  
 

Sung response to the Peace  “Arise Your Light Has Come” (#164) 
   
Scriptures      Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Star Words Reflections and Testimonies 
 

Meditative Music 
 

Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the PowerPoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer 
concerns in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 

Moment of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer             
 

Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version 
of this prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation. 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response   “Be Now My Vision”  (#451) 
 
 
 



Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: We have seen the light of the world. We have been called to follow the 
star of promise. Like the Magi, let us bring our gifts to honor the babe of 
Bethlehem and bring hope to all the struggling places and people in our 
community and our world. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
People: As travelers laid their gifts before the Christ child long ago, we too 
bring our gifts with great joy. Gracious God, use our gifts today for your 
justice and love, so that oppression and violence will cease, and peace will 
flourish. Amen. 
 

Communion Invitation 
Pastor:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them up to God.  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, we bless you for creating all things and pronouncing them 
good. We thank you for this new year, a new path of healing and possibility.  
 

You have given us many good gifts, but sometimes we do not see your star in 
the sky. We ignore the word you offer us. We feel stuck, afraid, and lost. When 
we have ignored or misused direction signs, you have not left us alone, but 
continued to reach out for us, offering us love and all of yourself in your Son, 
born in Bethlehem. 
 

In this work and in our worship, we join all those in heaven and earth and 
throughout time who have sought the Christ child – shepherds, Magi, and angels. 
We join together with them in singing praises to the newborn King: 
 

Gloria in excelsis deo 
 

Pastor: Wonderous God, we thank you that Jesus grew into a man, healing, 
teaching, and showing us the way. He continued the way of the star to death and 
past death. 
 

Those of you watching from home I invite you to mimic my actions with your 
bread and cup holding them up when I do and breaking the bread as I do.  
 
On the night on which Jesus gave himself up for love and justice, he sat at 
supper with his disciples. While they were eating, he took a piece of bread. Jesus 
said a blessing broke it, and gave it to them with the words, ‘This is my body. 
Given for you. Do this to remember me.’  
 



Later, he took a cup of wine, and gave thanks for it. Jesus said, ‘This cup is 
God’s forgiveness poured out for you and for all people. Drink from it, all of you, 
to remember me’. 
 

Holy Spirit, come into this bread and this cup. Transform these ordinary objects 
as you change our hearts to shape and form your world with the joy you promise. 
Pour your grace upon us, so we overflow with your love. Amen.  
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
(At this time, you are invited to serve yourself or those with you the bread saying 
something like, “The Body of Christ given for you” or “The Bread of Life given for 
you”. You can dip the bread in the cup saying something like, “The Cup of 
Salvation shared with you” or “The Cup of Blessing shared with you.” We will 
pause here for a few moments, so everyone has a chance to receive the 
elements.)  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
People: Thank you God for the light you continue to share with us in this 
simple meal.  You send us from this place with the gift of a word and hope 
in our hearts. Jesus calls us as siblings, to accept others as completely as 
we have been embraced. The Spirit is at work through us now, wherever we 
are - work, home, playground, shelter, school. We will bear your light. We 
will go to live as your people. Amen.  
 

Closing Music  “Go Tell it On the Mountain”  (#154 v. 1 & 3)  
 

Extinguish the Light 
 

Benediction   
 

“Opening Prayer” written Glenn Mitchell, Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under 
ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All Rights Reserved.  
 

Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken 
into small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 

New to our Congregation? Have questions?  
Please consider leaving us your contact information at 
https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 

Greeters and Liturgists are needed always! 
If you are available on Sundays, please consider signing up at  
UCC of Seneca Valley: UCCSV Worship Support (signupgenius.com)  
 

Donating to UCCSV is Easy! 
Please consider donating to UCC of Seneca Valley to support the vital ministries 
for the greater Germantown community and the wider UCC church!  

• Online via PayPal:  
United Church of Christ of Seneca Valley - Donate (uccsenecavalley.org) 

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4aadac2cabfb6-uccsv
https://uccsenecavalley.org/donate


• Text “Give” to 301-720-1980 (first time givers will need to input credit 

card information).  
 


