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Epiphany and Star Word Sunday 

10:00am Zoom 

 
Our Mission 

UCC Seneca Valley is an open and affirming, progressive and inclusive spiritual 
community that is centered in the belief that we are all beloved children of God. We 
seek to joyfully share Christ’s message of hope through creative expression, deepening 
connections between people, advocating for justice, and serving our community. 
 
Worship Participants 
Greeter:  Jeanne Springmann 
Liturgist:  Colby Harmon 
Pastor: Rev. Holly R. Jackson 
Deacon:   Asher Beckwitt 
Director of Music Ministry: Stefan Petrov 
Zoom Technical Support: Patrick Jackson  
 
Instructions for Zoom Worship:  
As it is a communion Sunday please bring bread or a cracker and wine or juice with you 
as you sit down to worship. You may bring a candle with you (flame or electric). If you 
received a star word in the mail bring it with you to worship today. If you didn’t get one 
by mail you will have a chance to get one in worship instead. Listen for instructions to 
receive a star word during worship.  
 
Keep your microphone on mute during worship unless told otherwise. Words in bold are 
meant to be said aloud at home with the Pastor or Liturgist who will say them on the 
Zoom call. Sing along at home to the sung responses and hymns. Use the chat box for 
the passing of the peace and prayer requests or other worship responses. Chat directly 
to individuals as appropriate. If you are having technical issues please chat message 
Patrick Jackson for help. The Zoom room opens at 9:30am and worship begins at 10.  
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Welcome & Announcements  
 
Welcoming the Light into Worship – Light your candle at home 
 
Prelude       
 
Call to Worship 
Liturgist:  We gather wondering, “Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?” 
People: We will find the Babe in the laughter of children,  
  in the wisdom of grandparents. 
Liturgist:  We gather asking, “Where will we find the Child of Christmas?” 
People: We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, 
  where the oppressed are set free. 
Liturgist:  We gather wanting to know, “Where will we find the Christ who has  
  come for us?” 
People: We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, 
  where hatred is overwhelmed by love, where all people are   
  overwhelmed by joy. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Liturgist: We have heard of your grace, Shaper of stars; from those set free from 
injustice; from our children who whisper of your joy; from greeters of dawn's fresh start; 
from late risers who listen to the stories of the needy. We have heard of your Light, 
Bright Star of the morning:  which can illumine the shadows of our lives; which can show 
the path to God's heart; which can point the way to where we become servants of the 
gospel. We have heard of your promised peace, Wisdom's Radiance: that peace which 
can end war, as well as heal our hearts; that peace which can conquer our fears, and 
flood us with faith; that peace which can enter our lives and overwhelm us with hope. 
Speak to us again now, Holy One, through prayers, star words, and music. Meet us here 
in this hour and brighten our hearts from within. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn     “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”              
  

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th' incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 



Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

 
Invitation to Confession 
Liturgist: The prophets speak of the coming light of God which calls all the people of the 
earth to come together in God’s realm of shalom.  Let us confess the ways in which we 
have rejected God’s vision of wholeness. We begin with a moment of silence to center 
ourselves.  (A chime calls us to a moment of quiet.) 
 
Prayer of Confession  
People:  God of light and darkness, we have seen the glimmer of your star-light 
beckoning to us, but we have turned away and followed other paths.  We confess that 
we have not loved you with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with 
all our strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not even 
loved ourselves. Forgive us, Holy One.  Strengthen our faltering steps and guide us in 
your holy way of peace.  Give us a word of encouragement, a word of challenge, and a 
word of hope to help us begin this new year focused on your light.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Liturgist: My friends, Epiphany is good news! The Light comes not to sear and blind us 
but to save us. Take up your forgiveness with thanksgiving and live without shame or 
anxiety. In Jesus’ name I declare to you: Yours sins are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 
 
Passing of the Peace 
(We will drop out of the powerpoint and unmute you. You are encouraged to wave, say 
Christ’s peace aloud, and/or write your offering of peace to all in the chat.)  
 
Peace Response                          “O Little Town of Bethlehem”     
    

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 



Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 

Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 

And Peace to men on earth 
 
Scripture                 Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 
                        
Contemporary Reading   “Female Magi for Epiphany”       by Kitterage Cherry 
 
Sermon                          
 
Musical Response   “Jesus, Jesus, What a Wonderful Child”      By IMMV Band 
 
Community Life and Concerns 
(We will drop out of the Powerpoint here. Please feel free to write your prayer concerns 
in the chat box.)  
 God is good, all the time. 
 All the time, God is good!  
 
Moment of Silence  
 
Pastoral Prayer           
   
Lord’s Prayer  
(You are welcome to pray using the words below, or whatever words or version of this 
prayer is the most meaningful to you.) 
  
 Our Creator in heaven, 
 hallowed be Your name. 
 Your realm come, Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
Prayer Response  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”    
  

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 



“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
from heaven’s all-gracious King.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
             

Offertory Invitation  
Liturgist: We have seen the light of the world. We have been called to follow the star of 
promise. Like the Magi, let us bring our gifts to honor the babe of Bethlehem  
and bring hope to all the struggling places and people in our community and our world.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
People: God of promise, we bring our gifts to further your work in a broken 
world. May they bring your hope to those overwhelmed by shadows, pain, and 
loneliness. Accept our money and time, indeed, the gift of our very selves so that all 
may be guided by your light into the promise of what is possible in your Realm of love 
and righteousness. Amen.  
 
Invitation to Communion  
Pastor:  People of Advent: the Lord be with you! 
People:  And also with you! 
Pastor:  People of Christmas, lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift our hearts overwhelmed with grace to the One who was born  
  for us. 
Pastor:  People of the Star, offer your songs of joy and thanksgiving to God. 
People:  We will sing our praises to the One  
  who has revealed glory and hope in the Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Pastor: In that first moment, you spoke, Radiant God, and the light of creation dispelled 
the thick shadows of chaos. You whispered, and your glory filled the skies. You sang, and 
the dust of the earth was shaped into your image, as you breathed life into us. 
 
But we could not see the good you were offering us. We doubted our own worth and 
our place in your story. We abused your creation and ignored those in need. We were 
tempted to give up on ourselves and on the light shining from within. You sent us 
prophets to tell of your gifts of joy and peace, but we listened to the world's news of 
success, power, achievement.  
 
Never giving up on us you sent us Jesus. God with us. The holy incarnate. A baby born in 
dubious circumstances and yet beloved and honored by those cared for him. His life and 
ministry changed the world and is still changing us today. The light he brings and the 



words he shared and still shares with us, a way forward when the world seems to cling 
to the shadows.  
 
So, as we remember his birth, as we prepare to journey with him this year, we speak of 
that mystery called faith, which is revealed to us through Christ: 
Christ came, the morning star of love; 
Christ died, the night star of salvation; 
Christ arose, the radiant star of resurrection; 
Christ will come again, the constellation of hope. 
 
On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples. While 
they were eating, he took a piece of bread.  
I invite you now to raise your bread at home up with both hands.  
Jesus said a blessing broke it, and gave it to them with the words,  
‘This is my body. Given for you. Do this to remember me.’  
I invite you to break your bread and return it to your plate.  
 
Later, he took a cup of wine, and gave thanks for it.  
Raise your cup up now before you.  
Jesus said, “This cup is God’s forgiveness poured out for you and for all people. Drink 
from it, all of you, to remember me.” 
I invite you to put your cup down as we bless these elements.  
 
Holy One of stars and sinners, send down your Spirit of hope upon those gathered 
around this virtual table and onto our individual tables in all our homes.  Bless the gifts 
of the bread and the cup, that they might make us your faithful and loving children. 
Feed us with the bread of hope, so when we leave, we will travel another road, to 
defend the weak, to speak for the voiceless, to assist those cast aside. 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
(At this time you are invited to serve yourself or those with you the bread saying 
something like, “The Body of Christ given for you” or “The Bread of Life given for you”. 
You can dip the bread in the cup saying something like, “The Cup of Salvation shared 
with you” or “The Cup of Blessing shared with you.” We will pause here for a few 
moments so everyone has a chance to receive the elements.)  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
People: Now, God, send us out by a different road, so we may find those who have 
been left by the side of the world. Now, Jesus, walk with us down a different road, so 
we may serve those who are lonely and frightened. Now, Spirit, illuminate a different 
road for us, so we may take the hand of our neighbor to walk in wonder and grace. 
Amen.  
 
Closing Music    “We Three Kings”      The Ecumenical Virtual Choir 



   
“Call to Worship,’’ Opening Prayer,” and “Communion Liturgy and Prayer of Thanksgiving” adapted from 
work by Thom Shuman. Hymns and lyrics reprinted and streamed under ONE LICENSE # 724117-A. All 
Rights Reserved.  
 

Extinguish The Light 
 
Benediction 
 
Fellowship Time   - Those who wish to stay and chat with others will be broken into 
small group breakouts to allow for more sustained conversation.  
 
New to our Congregation or have questions? Please consider leaving us your contact 
information at https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8 
 
Congregational Check In/Happy Hour - Fridays at 7 PM 
Connecting nowadays can be difficult. Do you sometimes just want to see your fellow 
UCCSV members and friends for a quick chat? Your wish is granted! There will be a 
Congregational Check In/Happy Hour every Friday at 7 PM. It will only run for 1 hour 
and is a good way to say "hi" and catch up with others. Different Deacons will be hosting 
each Friday and it is open to all. It will be very casual with no obligations... stop by when 
you feel the need and stay as long or short as you want. Take care and we will see you 
when we see you. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89655025431?pwd=V1k0bEQ4VTBGODJ3L2U1WHBFbzBnZz
09 
Meeting ID: 896 5502 5431 
Passcode: peeps 
Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 896 5502 5431 
Passcode: 565927 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbPBtQKFgY 
 

https://forms.gle/Rjicc2jdMmzCgCFh8
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