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Don’t blink or you might 
miss something big 

at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Excelsior 
Springs.
Never has our church 
been more active than 
during the month of April, 
where activities included 
a visit from Bishop Robert 
Farr, the choir learned 

from Dr. William Baker 
from the William Baker 
Choral Foundation, 
the Festival Singers 

provided a free concert 
to our community, 
attendance reached an 

all time high during 
our Easter services, 
and the children 
were recognized 
during a special 
Preschool 

Sunday worship service. 
“Our church is definitely 
in motion. I couldn’t be 
more proud of the work 
our congregation is doing 
within the community and 
I’m very happy that our 
accomplishments have 
caught the attention of our 
district, our conference and 
the bishop,” said Pastor 
Laura Blevins.
“God’s spirit is alive in 
our church. It has moved 
us in ways I could never 
imagine and has helped us 
accomplish so much over 
the past year,” she said.
The month began with a 
visit from Bishop Farr on 
Palm Sunday. The bishop’s 
message to us reminded us 
of the events between Palm 

Sunday and Easter, 
the suffering and pain 

our Lord endured that 
made His resurrection on 
Easter Sunday so special 
to Christians everywhere. 
Bishop Farr encouraged 
everyone to remember that 
through our suffering and 
trails will we prevail and 
become stronger in our 
faith.
As our church continues its 
search for a music director, 
we were blessed with a 
month-long residency from 
Dr. William Baker. 

Keeping up: Methodists were  
moving and shaking in April!

Story continues on page 2 »
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Wilderness Camp and Retreat Center 
in Lawson has summer camps 
available for youth grades 3 and up, 
plus exciting camp opportunities 
for families as well. Some camps are 
three-day excursions while others last 
all week. 
Through fun outdoor activities, boys 
and girls can learn how to connect 
through Christ, follow the footsteps 
of Jesus, and reflect their place in the 
vast cosmos by studying astronomy 

and the bible.
Camp activities include swimming, 
kayaking, games, crafts, singing and 
much more. Help your child branch 
out, learn new things and start 
lifelong relationships through the fun 
and learning of summer camp.
Camp details, dates, pricing 
and more are available online at 
wildernesscampingandretreat.org.
Call 816-826-8373 for additional 
information.

April activities keep the church hopping
Dr. Baker led our Chancel 
Choir through his “Holy 
Week Choir boot camp” 
on Saturday, April 8, pre-
paring them for some 
beautiful singing during 
our Palm Sunday service, 
Tenebrae service and two 
Easter services. 
After leading the choir all 
month, Dr. Baker wrapped 
up his residency with a 
choral workshop on Sat-
urday, April 29. This day-
long workshop focused on 
choral techniques, explor-
ing diverse works such as 
Mozart: Ave Verum Cor-
pus, Brahms: How Lovely 
is Thy Dwelling Place, 
Haydn: The Heavens are 
Telling; and spirituals such 
as Soon-A Will Be Done 
and Set Down Servant. 
An afternoon session, led 
by Jamea Sale, education 
director for the Institute of 

Healthy Singing, focused 
on the development of 
the voice and techniques 
for using the voice in a 
healthy manner, applying 
the principle of vocal sci-
ence.
The evening wrapped up 
with a very special concert 
by the Festival Singers, a 
semi-professional touring 
chorale led by Dr. Baker.
Dr. Baker’s residency 
helped strengthen our 
core choir and his en-
dorsement of our church 
and our choir, with God’s 
will, may help us in our 
search for a permanent 
director of music ministry.
Easter Sunday, our wor-
ship services reached 288 
in attendance, beating 
records for the past sev-
eral years, including last 
Christmas. 
Our church almost 
reached that number 

again on April 30 as we 
celebrated our preschool 
during a special Tree-
house Preschool Sunday.
The children of our local 
preschool participated 

during worship with a 
parade and three special 
musical numbers. Teach-
ers Miss Darla and Miss 
Jenna shared a special 
message during children’s 

time where they “burned 
money.” The trick was a 
special coating on the $20 
bill that protected it from 
burning, much like Jesus 
protects all of us from 
harm. Pastor Laura’s mes-
sage focused on the story 
of Abraham and how God 
keeps his promises. God 
was pleased with Abra-
ham’s faithfulness and re-
warded him with children 
as numerous as the stars!
The service ended with 
the church treating the 
children and their families 
to a pizza lunch.
April is just another exam-
ple in a growing number of 
examples of how the First 
United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs is 
growing and changing our 
community. If you have 
been missing worship 
lately, or if you stopped 
coming to church for one 
reason or another, you are 

missing out. We encour-
age you to visit us again, 
starting with worship on 
Sundays at 10 a.m. This 
Sunday, May 14, we will 
pay a special tribute to 
the mothers of our con-
gregation during Mother’s 
Day. Confirmation and 
New Member classes 
are forming and planning 
meetings are set for Mon-
day, May 15. A Treehouse 
Preschool Graduation cer-
emony is planned for May 
18 and our church will be 
the location of a special 
Veteran’s Appreciation 
Picnic on May 22, hosted 
by the Veteran’s Ministry.
If you are missing some-
thing in life and are look-
ing for a church home, 
please consider the First 
United Methodist Church. 
Our loving and supportive 
church family loves what 
we do and would love for 
you to join us.

Wilderness Summer Camps begin May 30

« Continued from front.

John Wesley’s theology of 
Christian stewardship is per-
haps best summarized in his 
advice to the people called 
Methodist: “Earn all you can. 
Save all you can. Give all you 
can.” Wesley encouraged Meth-
odists to work with diligence 
and discipline, making wise use 
of the gifts and resources en-
trusted to them by God. 
The Missouri Methodist Confer-
ence webpage states that: “As 
United Methodists in Missouri, 
we have many opportunities 
to give freely: to help a hungry 
child, to encourage and support 
those called to the ministry, to 
welcome someone who speaks 
a different language, to enable 

clean water to flow in villages 
halfway across the world, to 
give hope after disaster strikes, 
to reach out our hands and 
share love in so many ways 
with so many people.  We have 
many opportunities to share the 
gifts God has given to us and to 
receive so much in return. We 
are able, as United Methodists 
working together, to do much 
more than we could alone.”
Each United Methodist Church 
has a responsibility to pay ap-
portionments to the District and 
to the Conference. Our Church 
apportionment obligation for 
2017 is $27,174. As a church, 
we take pride in the fact that we 
have paid our apportionments in 

full for the last two years and it 
is our greatest hope that we will 
be able to pay apportionments 
in full this year. 
Because of our church’s faithful 
giving we are making the heart-
changing and world-transform-
ing ministry of Jesus possible. 
Because of your generosity, our 
church continues to share the 
good news around the world 
that God loves us. God prom-
ises multiple times in scripture 
never to abandon or forsake us. 
The third Sunday of each month 
we have an opportunity to give 
a special offering toward our 
apportionment obligations.  En-
velopes titled “Apportionment” 

are available in the pews. Giv-
ing online is possible too. Just 
label your online contribution 
as “Apportionments.” All desig-
nated funds received in these 
ways will be applied toward our 
apportionments.
Please consider apportionment 
spending above and beyond 
your normal church offering. We 
need both your regular offering 
and your apportionment offer-
ing to continue operating in the 
ways God intended and in the 
discipline shared by John Wes-
ley. Thank you.

— Jim Green,  
Finance Chairperson

Wesley’s theology of 
Christian Stewardship
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The First United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs
1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday
816-637-2138 | ESMethodist.com

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m.

Worship Service  
10:00 a.m.
Service at 

ES Nursing & Rehab 
2:00 p.m.

BackSnack volunteers 
meet at GSC: 9 a.m. 

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts 

Rockets & Tacos 
6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups: 6:30 p.m.

E.S. Hospice  
Memorial Service 

3:00 p.m.
United Methodist Men 

meet 
6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon 
Trustee’s meeting 

6:00 p.m.
Mini Mobile Camp 
Planning meeting 

6:00 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop #737 
weekly meeting 

6 p.m.

Prayer Shawl meeting 
9 a.m.

Racene’s Quilting  
Strippers meet 

10 a.m.

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m.

Worship Service 
10:00 a.m.

Confirmation meeting 
6:00 p.m.

Finance meeting:  
6:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts: 6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts: 6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers: 6:30 p.m.
New Membership  
meeting: 7:00 p.m.

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon
Worship Committee 

meeting 
5:30 p.m.

Preschool Board 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Treehouse Preschool 
Graduation Ceremony 

6 p.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship Service 
10 a.m.

Veteran’s Appreciation 
Picnic 

6:00 p.m.

Administrative Council 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Mighty Diapers 

sign-ups: 6:30 p.m.
(Moved to Tuesday  
this week because  
of Memorial Day)

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship Service  
10 a.m.

Service at  
Convalescent Center 

2:30 p.m.

Office closed for 
Memorial Day

Second Miler’s Social 
TBA

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon 
Staff Pastor Relations 
Committee meeting 

6:00 p.m.
Missions  

Committee meeting 
6:00 p.m.

Calico Quilters  
Sew Day 

10:00 a.m. 
Girl Scout Troop #737 

weekly meeting 
6:00 p.m.

2017

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups: 6:30 p.m.
(Moved to Tuesday  
this week because  
of Memorial Day)

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups 
6:30 p.m.

National Day of Prayer

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

Apportionment Sunday

Is something missing or inaccurate with our church calendar? Please let us know. Call the church office at: 816-637-2138
Graduation Sunday

MILITARY & VETERANS

PICNIC
& MINISTRY!

Monday • MAY 22 • 6:00 PM

First United Methodist Church
1650 Rainbow Blvd. • Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

ALL VETERANS, MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES ARE INVITED!
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 JUNE 4 JUNE 11 JUNE 18 • FATHER’S DAY JUNE 25
Worship Leader: Racene Bolin Connie Couts Joyce Green Andrew Price
Acolytes: Jayden Houser & Mackenzie Cole Cooper Bellemore & Emily Rice Riley & Maya Malloy Brennan & Brandon Fry 
Children’s Time: Jason & Mackenzie Cole Margaret O’Leary Joe Meehan Mary Pettegrew
Children’s Church: n/a Megan Sams Nancy Rucker Megan Sams
Nursery Helpers: Brenda Kelley Kelly Smith JaNeen & Abbi Danner Mike Kelley
Money Counters: Brad Sams, Mellie Smith Ed Smith, Jim Morris Kelly Smith, Michele McCrackin Ron Cogdill, Julie Hale
Van Driver: Darryl Couts Darryl Couts Darryl Couts Darryl Couts
Greeters: Barbara Hay & Ashley Pate Barbara Hay & Ashley Pate Barbara Hay & Ashley Pate Barbara Hay & Ashley Pate
Ushers: Jack Ellis, Mike & Nancy Garrett Jack Ellis, Mike & Nancy Garrett Joe Meehan, Mike & Nancy Garrett Joe Meehan, Mike & Nancy Garrett
Hospitality Hosts: Preschool Board TBA TBA Donna Bellemore 
Coffee Baristas: Rachel Berry Donna Simmons Debbie Dorsey Molly Pranke 
Communion Steward: Kelly Smith
Communion Servers: Kent & Sharon Powell, Kelly Smith,
 John & Donna Simmons

JUNE SERVANT SCHEDULE

 JULY 2 JULY 9 JULY 16 JULY 23 JULY 30
Worship Leader: Nancy Garrett Margaret O’Leary Darryl Couts Vonna Lee Davis Kent Powell
Acolytes: Evan & Maya Watkins  Jayden & Landon Biermann Gage Simmons & Bryson Stone Mackenzie Cole & C. Bellemore Emily Rice & Jordin Price
Children’s Time: Darryl Couts Colleen Rhodus Jason & Mackenzie Cole Mary Pettegrew Joe Meehan
Children’s Church: n/a Nancy Rucker Megan Sams Nancy Rucker Megan Sams
Nursery Helpers: TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA
Money Counters: Donna Simmons, Jim Morris Ed Smith, Michele McCrackin Brad Sams, Julie Hale Kelly Smith, Holly Perkins Ron Cogdill, Mellie Smith
Van Driver: Mike Kelley Mike Kelley Mike Kelley Mike Kelley Mike Kelley
Greeters: John & Donna Simmons John & Donna Simmons John & Donna Simmons John & Donna Simmons John & Donna Simmons
Ushers: B. Sams, C. Lautenschlager, A. Pate B. Sams, C. Lautenschlager, A. Pate B. Sams, C. Lautenschlager, A. Pate B. Sams, C. Lautenschlager, A. Pate B. Sams, C. Lautenschlager, A. Pate
Hospitality Hosts: Church is hosting Church is hosting Church is hosting Church is hosting Church is hosting
Coffee Baristas: TBA Donna Simmons Debbie Dorsey Molly Pranke TBA
Communion Steward: Lorraine Miller    
Communion Servers: Vonna Lee Davis, Jim & Joyce Green,     
 Darryl & Connie Couts

JULY SERVANT SCHEDULE

 MAY 7 MAY 14 • MOTHER’S DAY MAY 21 MAY 28
Worship Leader: Vonna Lee Davis Lorraine Miller Kelly Smith Christi Rice
Acolytes: Gage Simmons & Bryson Stone Abby Brawdy & Brooklyn Stone Emily Rice & Jordin Price Evan & Maya Watkins
Children’s Time: Joe Meehan Margaret O’Leary Colleen Rhodus Darryl Couts
Children’s Church: n/a Nancy Rucker Megan Sams Nancy Rucker
Nursery Helpers: Ron Cogdill  Christi & Emily Rice Janet Hay Ashley Pate
Money Counters: Julie Hale, Donna Simmons Brad Sams, Ed Smith Kelly Smith, Holly Perkins Michele McCrackin, Ron Cogdill
Van Driver: Brian Fry Brian Fry Brian Fry Brian Fry
Greeters: Mike & Nancy Garrett Debbie Dorsey & Barbara Hay Mike & Nancy Garrett Mike & Nancy Garrett
Ushers: Jack Ellis, Al & Mary Miller Jack Ellis, Al & Mary Miller Joe Meehan, Darryl & Connie Couts Joe Meehan, Darryl & Connie Couts
Hospitality Hosts: Brian & Christi Rice Pastor Laura Kenneth & Donna Dickey Preschool Board 
Coffee Baristas: Debbie Dorsey Donna Simmons Jim & Joyce Green Connie Couts 
Communion Steward: Vickie & Charles Findley
Communion Servers: M. Nedblake, R. Bolin, Linda Gail Smith
 Phyllis McGhee, Lorraine Miller

MAY SERVANT SCHEDULE

The 2017 Servant List will be published three months in advance in the newsletter. If you see an upcoming conflict in this 
schedule, contact Brian Rice at brian@esmethodist.com or the church office at karen@esmethodist.com.

We need Hospitality Hosts. If you can help, contact Connie Couts at (816) 637-7877 or email  coutsfamily@gmail.com.
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Talking about diapers often elicits giggles, 
but for parents, paying for diapers is a 
serious business, especially when money is 
short for all the bills. There is no government 
assistance program that helps parents in 
poverty purchase diapers for their babies. But 
as someone who works with this population 
through other programs, Excelsior Springs 
UMC member Samantha Kilgore is well 
aware of the negative effects the expense of 
diapers can have on families. 
“We know that one in three families report 
they don’t change their babies’ diapers as 
often as they feel they should, simply because 
of cost,” Kilgore said.
Low income families tend to spend more on 
diapers than families of more means. This 
is because these parents don’t always have 
access to “big box stores,” nor do they always 
have the means to purchase diapers in bulk, a 
cost-saving technique. The average cost-per-
diaper in the United States is around 30 cents 

per diaper - but low income families often 
pay upwards of 50 cents per diaper. 
Excelsior Springs UMC and Richmond 
UMC are doing something about it. 
Through their Mighty Diapers program, the 
churches are participating in a program to 
help non-profits provide people in poverty 
with diapers at cost. The program was a 
White House initiative through the Obama 
Administration. The churches signed up as 
a non-profit through www.jet.com. They are 
distributing up to 100 diapers a month for 
free to up to 40 families and are providing an 
opportunity for those families or anyone else 
to purchase diapers at wholesale prices. They 
also let people choose their quantity. 
“This is helpful, because sometimes these 
families don’t have $20 on hand - but 
they may have $5. And $5 will get them 
enough diapers to last until the next week 
when they have $5 more to get that week’s 
diapers,” Kilgore said. Diapers are available 

at Excelsior Springs UMC every Monday 
evening, from 6:15 to 7:15, and at Richmond 
UMC at times that are announced prior to 
distribution. 
A lack of diapers impacts lives. Infrequent 
changing can lead to severe diaper rash, 
urinary tract infections, and extreme staph 
infections like MRSA. 
“Mighty Diapers addresses a spectrum of 
issues that should be of great concern to 
us, as Methodists,” Kilgore said. “When we 
help babies, and young parents struggling to 
provide necessities for those babies, we are 
truly doing what we can to help ‘the least of 
these.” 
To qualify for free diapers from Mighty 
Diapers, families must live within the 
Excelsior Springs or Richmond school 
district, and be at or below 150 percent of 
the Federal Poverty Level. They need proof 
of residency, proof of income and birth 
certificate(s) to qualify. Prenatal mothers can 
also sign-up. Diapers at a vastly reduced cost 
are available to anyone to purchase without 
meeting income or residency requirements. 
Even though they’ve only been at it for a few 
months, the churches are currently giving 
out 4,000 to 5,000 diapers per month. One 
family mentioned they are eating better 
because by spending less on diapers they are 
able to spend more on food. Another family 
used the savings to be able to purchase cribs 
for their twins. 
Kilgore is very encouraged by the impact the 
program is having and hopes to see more 
churches become involved. 
“I’m so excited by the idea that more churches 
may decide to make this mission part of their 
own. It truly makes an impact - bigger than I 
ever imagined,” she said. 
For more information about starting a diaper 
program in your church, email Kilgore at 
s.kilgore1979@gmail.com or call (816) 536-
9877.
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a vastly reduced cost are available to 
anyone to purchase without meeting 
income or residency requirements. 
 Even though they’ve only been 
at it for a few months, the churches 
are currently giving out 4,000 to 
5,000 diapers per month. One family 
mentioned they are eating better 
because by spending less on diapers 
they are able to spend more on food. 
Another family used the savings to be 
able to purchase cribs for their twins. 
 Kilgore is very encouraged by the 
impact the program is having and hopes 
to see more churches become involved. 
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more churches may decide to make 
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Filling the 
Diaper Gap
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Filling the 
Diaper Gap

Samantha Kilgore, Courtney Cole and our church’s Mighty Diapers mission were featured in the May issue of  
The Missouri Methodists, a magazine of the Missouri Conference and distributed to churches and clergy across the state. We 
are so excited that our mission program is reaching not just our local community, but inspiring people all across the state. Here 
is the article that was published recently: 
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Being a woman in ministry often means being the first; 
the first woman pastor a church has received ever 
or in a while; the first to pioneer and pave a new way, 
standing on the shoulders of the many who went 
before in a different era or context. 

8 MAY 2017  |  The Missouri Methodists8 MAY 2017  |  The Missouri Methodists

Blessed is she who 
believe there would be 
a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord
Blessed are you among women

By Lauren Miers
On March 13 and 14, the Missouri 
Conference hosted the first (well, the 
first in a really long time) Women in 
Ministry conference, Unlock the Power. 
In the opening, Rev. Kim Jenne led 
the collective gathered in the Litany of 
Blessing for Women Taking Authority by 
Janet Morley. The litany, in italics below, 
lends itself to describing the events of 
the two days: 
Blessed is she who believed there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord.
Part of the mission and reason behind 
the conference was to lift up and invite 
Missouri women to consider what the 
next step in ministry looks like – be it 
more church, conference leadership 
or other opportunities. In SHE: Five 
Keys to Unlock the Power of Women in 
Ministry, Rev. Karoline M. Lewis writes 
“Your leadership has to be a reflection 
of yourself that is then acted out in your 
competency.” Women were invited to 
discern how God had uniquely equipped 
them for ministry and how those talents 
and gifts translated into vision for 
ministry. 
The schedule had intentional space for 
prayer, discernment and connection. 
Rev. Susan McCollegan served as 
conference chaplain, and Rev. Melissa 
Bailey-Kirk held spiritual direction 
appointments throughout the two days. 
Specific workshops, such as making the 
leap, focused on offering tools for taking 
the next step in ministry. 
May you speak with the voice of the 
voiceless, and give courage to those in 
despair. 
In her opening devotional, Jenne said, 
“We play an important role in sharing 
a different piece of God’s vision for 
creation. We have to admit our power, 
even for the sake of others and even 
when it is sometimes hard, is a powerful 
witness to the work of Christ in all 
people.” Being a woman in ministry lends 
unique opportunities to speak into the 
lives of other women. Through a series 
of videos filmed at Converge, Missouri 
clergy and lay women told stories of 
what it’s like to be the first or the only 
woman pastor a church has had. They 
speak of the hope they had when their 
church received a female pastor during 
their youth. They tell stories of how their 
ministry has been a powerful example 
for the next generation of women clergy 
and lay leaders. 
May you feed the hungry of mind and 
heart, and send away satisfied those 
who are empty.

May you be strong to confront injustice, 
and powerful to rebuke the arrogant. 
Lewis, author of SHE: Five Keys to 
Unlock the Power of Women in Ministry, 
presented three keynotes rooted in 
truth: The truth about the Bible and 
theology, the truth about bodies and 
authenticity, and the truth about sexism 
and leadership. As Lewis put it, her book 
and subsequently the keynotes are an 
“acknowledgement of what happens 
when the truth gets told.” She writes 
in the introduction to SHE that “the 
sooner the truth about what it means 
to be a woman in ministry is named 
and acknowledged, the better women 
in ministry and those who support them 
can engage the issues that actually 
matter when it comes to successful 
ministry.” Collectively, those truths were 
named, explained and grappled with 
over the two days at Community UMC. 
May you not be alone, but find support 
in your struggle, and sisters to rejoice 
with you. 
A key part of Unlock the Power was 
the fellowship opportunities. After the 
first keynote, women gathered in small 
groups to respond to Lewis’ remarks. 
Monday night featured dinner and 
optional affinity group seating, so, for 
example, lay women could network and 
connect with other lay women present. 
Every break in the schedule was filled 
with conversation and connection. 
May your vision be fulfilled, in company 
with all; may you have brothers on your 
journey. 
Both Monday and Tuesday offered 
a diverse set of workshops. Topics 
included discipling women, raising up 
a new generation of women leaders, 
transformative leadership in smaller 
setting, among others. The Daring 
Way facilitator Charity Goodwin led 
a workshop centered on heightened 
emotional awareness and how that 
impacts and improves leadership. On 
Tuesday, a plenary on serving beyond 
the local church featured Rev. Lynn 
Dyke, Rev. Karen Hayden, Rev. Amy 
Lippoldt from the Great Plains Annual 
Conference and Rev. Kim Jenne 
moderating. The Conference took 
questions and discussed 2016 episcopal 
elections, judicatory leadership and what 
happens inside the cabinet room during 
appointment season. 
Blessed is she who believe there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord Blessed are you among 
women.

The May issue of The Missouri Methodists also contained an article featuring women in the ministry and their leadership roles.  
Below is that article for you to enjoy.



     to these members!
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Nancy Shepard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 2
Bill Griffey II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 6
Jody Pasalich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 6
Lili Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 6
Bethanie Barnes  . . . . . . . . . . . . May 7
Steve Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 7
Kenneth Dickey . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 9
Shannon Good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 9
Paul Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 9
John Simmons  . . . . . . . . . . . . May 10
Caitlyn Smarker . . . . . . . . . . . . May 14
Jordin Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 16
Betty Bradshaw . . . . . . . . . . . . May 17
Mellie Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 17
Andrew Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 20
Stephanie Shellenberger  . . . . May 21
Ryan Barnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 25
Mackenzie Cole . . . . . . . . . . . . May 25
Garrett Box . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 26
Sandra Cogdill . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 26
Summer Freeman  . . . . . . . . . . May 26
Lindsey McGovern  . . . . . . . . . May 26
Holly Perkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 26
Emily Meehan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 28
Mike Kelley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Steve Schmidt . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 30
Jack Clemmons . . . . . . . . . . . . May 31
Cheryl Derdich . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 31

The following people are in  
need of our prayers. Please help 

lift their names up to God!

Death:
SAM STILL

Upcoming Surgery:
CHARLIE KETRON

Recovering from Sickness:
SHANNON HALL

RUTH SCOTT
JOAN MARTIN

MATTHEW WHITEHOUSE
JERRY SHELLENBERGER

JACK CLEMONS
MONA FISHER
PEGGY CLARK
ISABELL BOND

Cancer Patients:
PEGGY RICK

REV. JIM WELLS
JULIE VAN LIERE
LESLEA McKILLIP 

GRACIE CROWELL
RUTH SCOTT

KIM COMPTON
WILL WALLACE

MARY LOU MERTZ
PASTOR ALLEN ZUGELTER

DOYLE SLAYDEN
AMY COLEMAN
MELISSA WOOD

BILLY BEALE WOODS
REV. MIKE DUNLAP
MOLLY HAMMER

ELLIE & HER FAMILY
CAROLYN BETHARDS

RONNIE & CAROL BRUMBAUGH
ANDIE SMITH
CARL POWELL
JOE GIFFORD

MARLA EDWARDS
TERESA BERRY

General Health Concerns
DEE WILLIAMS
KINSEY BELL

KELSEY KELLEY

Joy & Celebrations
ABBIGAIL RAE WATSON

Lorraine Miller’s new great-granddaughter 
was born 7 lbs. 11 oz. and 21 inches long. 

Congratulations, Lorraine.

Many thank yous to all the Prayer 
Shawl Ladies for my beautiful prayer 
shawl. It comforts me to wrap up 
in it when I’m feeling down and 
missing my loved one. I know you 
ladies put a lot of work and love into 
each prayer shawl. God bless you all.

— Eileen Meyer

Thank you to the prayer shawl 
committee for the wonderful prayer 
shawl you made for me while I have 
been recovering from my shoulder 
surgery. I am on the road to recovery 
and will soon be playing baseball 
again!                          — Rick Hilton

Pastor Laura’s father

Church news in brief
Here are a few news items from the 
past month at the First United Meth-
odist Church:

Help welcome our new custodian — 
Al Miller and the trustees are pleased 
to welcome Melissa Roberson as our 
church’s new custodian. Melissa has 
been working very hard and doing 
a great job cleaning up after all of us, 
especially with all the activities we 
held in April. Be sure to give Melissa 
a warm Methodist family welcome 
when you see her.

March Finances wrap up strong 
first quarter — Jim Green released 
our March income statement which 
showed church income of $30,347 
and church expenses of $32,155. Af-
ter deducting Glen Welton’s Gift of 
$2,000, Jim reported that our short-
fall on the budget is less than $500 in 
the first quarter. For details of church 
budget items, a monthly financial 
statement is available at the church’s 
welcome center or available upon 
request. Please continue praying for 
our financial stability in 2017 and 
help us reach our financial goals. 

Numana Project — this year’s project 
will be on Sat., Sept. 30 at the Platte 
Woods United Methodist Church. 
Seven churches are participating this 
year. This project helps feed the hun-
gry in our area. Watch for details on 
this mission in the next newsletter. 

Fifth Sunday Food Drive — April’s 
Fifth Sunday Food Drive gener-
ated 144 lbs. of donations to the 
Good Samaritan Center. Thank you 
to those who contributed to last 
month’s food drive.

Mini Mobile Camp — Our second 
annual mini mobile camp is sched-
uled to be July 29-30. A planning 
committee is meeting this month 
to recruit volunteers and work out 
the details. If you want to help with 
camp, contact the church office: 
816-637-2138.

Newborn flower dedication — the 
Worship Committee will assume 
the tradition the United Methodist 
Women began of putting a flower on 
the alter in honor of newborn babies.

Confirmation Class — plans for this 
year’s Confirmation Class will begin 
with a meeting on Monday, May 15 
at 6 p.m. at the church. Anyone 12 
and older along with their parents are 
welcome to attend and learn more 
about Confirmation. RSVP at the 
church office: 816-637-2138.

New Membership Class — anyone 
interested in learning about Method-
ist membership is invited to an in-
formation meeting Monday, May 15 
at 7 p.m. at the church. RSVP at the 
church office: 816-637-2138.

Dear friends in Christ,
Our family is overwhelmed with 
blessing by your gracious and 
thoughtful gift of the prayer shawl. 
It already has a special place of 
honor in our home. We will enjoy it 
immensely and always give thanks 
for our time at First Methodist. 
Thank you so much for your love 
and friendship! Soli Deo Gloria.         

— Bill & Laura Baker

I want to thank everyone for 
the cards, phone calls, food, and 
flowers with my mother’s recent 
passing.  Special thanks to Carol 
Lautenschlager, Barbara Hay, Linda 
Gail Smith, Pastor Laura and Brian 
Rice for helping with administrative 
duties while I was away.          

— Karen Glamann

G ra d u a t i o n
SUNDAY

May 28
Join us Sunday, May 28 and help us 
congratulate Alexa Radley on her graduation 
from Excelsior Springs High School. We 
will present Alexa with our  A. Vane Miller 
Scholarship certificate on that day.



MILITARY & VETERANS

PICNIC
& MINISTRY!

PLEASE JOIN US IN A COMMUNITY WIDE MINISTRY FOR VETERANS

Monday • MAY 22 • 6:00 PM

First United Methodist Church
1650 Rainbow Blvd. • Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

All Veterans, Military & their families are invited!

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Outdoor picnic for veterans, military & their families.
• Flag retirement ritual led by Scout Troops 309 & 313.
• Vietnam War Commemoration ceremony 
• Coordination and support from local VFW & American Legion.
• VA Outreach Trailer will be on site for information & assistance.

VETERAN’S PICNIC HOSTED BY:
• Barbee Memorial Presbyterian Church
•  Excelsior Springs Nazarene Church
• Community of Christ Church  •  Woods Memorial Christian
• St. Ann Catholic Church  •  The Knights of Columbus
• First United Methodist Church of Excelsior Springs
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