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Dear First United Methodist 
Church friends,
It has been a great journey. We 
have watched the Donovans come 
to understand what it means 
to take risks so that they can 
depend on God. In the words of 
Re, they realized the joy of giving 
God their finest rather than 
their “stinky sheep” because true 
generosity is more than pulling 
out the checkbook.
When Jesus said, “Whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it,” 
He was talking about giving your 

time, your treasure, your talent, 
your comfort, your space, your 
thoughts - every part of your 
life by seeking to use them for 
Him. Living Generously isn’t just 
a financial commitment, it is a 
commitment of your whole life. 
On Sunday, Dec. 4, we will give 
you the opportunity to commit 
to living what you have learned. 
Included in this newsletter is 
a commitment card. Please 
prayerfully considered how God 
is calling you to respond. 
Here at First United Methodist 
Church, we want to be faithful 
stewards of all that God has given 
us. We want to empower you to use 
all of your resources to show your 
love for Christ, because He loved 
you with everything He had first. 

I hope this series impacted you as 
much as it has me.  If you have a 
story to share, a revelation that 
could encourage others, we want 
to hear from you. Will you be brave 
enough to share? How has this 
series affected you and your family? 
Please email your experience to me 
at laura@esmethodist.com.
The commitment card included 
in this newsletter is for you and 
your family to discuss, pray over, 
and renew your commitment to 
our church for 2017. Please bring 
this card with you to worship on 
Sunday, Dec. 4 and take your first 
step to Living Generously.

In Christ, 
Pastor Laura Blevins
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Use all of your 
resources for 
God’s purpose

STAR TREE: helping six adopted 
families find the joy of Christmas

This advent season, our annual Christmas 
mission will be for the congregation to 
adopt four families and for our Treehouse 
Preschool to adopt two families. 
Look for the “Star Tree” in the church lob-
by.  Each star on the tree will represent a 
family member and a gift they would like 
for Christmas.  Members of the congrega-
tion may take a star, purchase and wrap 

the gift, place the star on the outside of 
the package so we will know which family 
the gift belongs to, and then place the gift 
under the tree. 
Please have the gifts under the tree on or 
before Sunday, Dec. 18 so that the Mis-
sions Committee will have time to deliver 
the gifts before Christmas.
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On Saturday, Dec. 3, spend the 
afternoon touring enchanting 
local homes during the Christmas 
Committee’s Holiday Homes Tour. 
From noon until 5 p.m., visit five local 
homes and a restored cabin from the 
1800’s, decorated for the Christmas 
holiday. End your day here at the 
church where we will offer cookies, 

snacks and showcase our hallway of 
beautiful artwork by Lynda Kurtz.
Invite all your friends. This is the 
perfect opportunity for us to share 
our beautiful church and praise our 
talented artist. Tour tickets are $10 
each and are available at Red Cross 
Pharmacy or the Chamber office.

All children are invited to be part of our Christmas Program, “Heaven and Na-
ture Sing,” which will be Sunday, Dec. 18 during worship. Practice begins this 
week during Sunday School time — 9 a.m. — and will continue every Sunday 
until Dec. 18. Don’t miss out.

Kids, come to practice Sunday mornings 
for our Christmas Program on  Dec. 18

The season of Advent begins 
this week as does our season 
of celebration of the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. If ever 
there was a great time to “Bring 
People to the Water,” it is now, 
during the most celebrated 
season of the year.
Throughout December, celebrate 
the season with us starting 
with the Christmas Cantata on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 10 a.m. Our 
Children’s Christmas Program 
is the following week, Dec. 18 
at 10 a.m.
Laura and Jeremy Blevins will 
open their home to the church 
family with a Christmas Open 
House Wednesday, Dec. 21 from 
6 to 8 p.m.

On Christmas Eve, we’ll have 
two services — the first at 4 p.m. 
and the second will be a special 
candlelight service at 11 p.m.
On Sunday, Christmas Day, 
we won’t have Sunday School, 
but will have a special worship 
service at 10 a.m.
As our church continues to over-
flow with the spirit of Jesus, be 
sure to invite friends, family, past 
members, neighbors, cowork-
ers and others to “Come to the 
Water” and come to know Jesus 
Christ this holiday season! 
The spirit and joy of Christmas 
is here at the United Methodist 
Church of Excelsior Springs, 
please join us!

HOLIDAY HOMES TOUR WILL 
SHOWCASE KURTZ’S TALENT

HANGING OF THE GREENS IS 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Help us decorate the church for Advent 
and for the Holiday Homes Tour. The 
scouts helped pull our Christmas 
decorations from storage on Monday, 
Nov. 21. This coming Saturday, from 9 
a.m. to noon, volunteers will help trim 

the tree, hang banners and wreaths and 
decorate our church for the Christmas 
season. The more help we have on 
Saturday, the easier the work will be. 
Please consider giving just a little time 
on Nov. 26 as we Hang the Greens.

Our holiday traditions continue as 
Poinsettia plants will be placed around 
the sanctuary this Advent season. 
Each plant is just $10 and order forms 
are available in the Sunday worship 

bulletin or at the church’s welcome 
center. Orders are due this Sunday, 
Dec. 4. Poinsettias can be dedicated in 
celebration of someone, in memory of 
someone or in honor of someone. 

POINSETTIA ORDERS DUE DEC. 4

Methodist outreach to our community continues going strong. Much was 
accomplished in September, October and November with more ideas in 
the works as we approach 2017. 
Missions Chairperson Sharon Thomson reported that our current balance 
in Glenn Welton Mission Fund is approximately $16,500.
In September, Missions gave $500 to Meet the Need so they could pur-
chase a freezer to store frozen foods from Harvesters. The Back Snack 
program for children also began with the school year in September.  San-
dy Cogdill is leading this ongoing project.  Several members of our con-
gregation volunteer each time to help pack the backpacks.
October was our Fifth Sunday Food Drive for the Good Samaritan Center.  
That month, we collected 344 lbs. of food for the center.
Serve 2016 – Love my City was a success.  Approximately 35 volunteers 
met at the GSC to paint, clean, repackage commodities and sort clothing 
and items for the Bargain Store.
In November, Missions gave money to the GSC and Meet the Need 
to help them purchase turkeys and chickens to help families with their 
Thanksgiving dinners. 
For December, Missions wants us to focus on our adopted families and 
the Star Tree. After Christmas, we will start collecting mittens and hats for 
school children and will also start a program to help raise funds to pay 
utility bills for those who are struggling through the winter. 
The mission team is so thankful for our loving and giving congregation. 
These are truly uplifting and exciting times for our church to be able to 
make these contributions to our community and we couldn’t do it without 
your support and without God’s grace. Thank you, all and God Bless.

Methodist Missions report
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The First United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs
1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday
816-637-2138 | ESMethodist.com

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Girl Scout Troop #737 
weekly meeting 

6 p.m.
Calico Quilters meet 

7 p.m.

Holiday Homes Tour 
Noon - 5 p.m.

Commitment Sunday
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Worship service 
10 a.m.

Service at ES Nursing 
& Rehab Center 

2 p.m.

Backsnack  
volunteers meet at GSC 

9 a.m.
Boy Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Mighty Diapers 

sign-ups 
6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon
Missions Committee  

meeting 
6 p.m.

Staff Pastor Parish 
Committee meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop #737 
weekly meeting 

6 p.m.
Venturing Crew meeting 

6:30 p.m.
PEO meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Prayer Shawl meeting 
9 a.m.

Church newsletter 
deadline 
3 p.m.

Racene’s Quilting  
Strippers meet 

10 a.m.
Boy Scout  

church lock-in 
5 p.m.

Sunday School:  
9 a.m.

Christmas Cantata  
during worship: 10 a.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups 
6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
United Methodist Men  

meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Administrative Council 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon

Northwest District 
Retiree’s Luncheon 

Noon
Care Committee 

meeting 
12:30 p.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Children’s Christmas 
Program during  
worship: 10 a.m.
Worship service 

10 a.m.

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon
Christmas Open House 

at the Blevins’ home 
6 - 8 p.m.

Venturing Crew meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Office Closed Christmas Eve  
Service 
4 p.m.

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

11 p.m.

Christmas service 
10 a.m.

Office Closed 
Boy Scouts 

weekly meeting 
7 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE

Hand & Foot  
Card Club 

Noon

Office Closed

CHRISTMAS

2nd Sunday of Advent

3rd Sunday of Advent

4th Sunday of Advent

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Racene Bolin’s  
Birthday Party 

2 p.m.
Second Miler’s  
Christmas Party 

3 p.m.

Is something missing or inaccurate with our church calendar? Please let us know. Call the church office at: 816-637-2138

Backsnack  
volunteers meet  
at GSC: 9 a.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Mighty Diapers 
sign-ups: 6:30 p.m.

Stay social with members of our church all 
week long by following us on Facebook & 
Twitter. Search for ESMethodist.
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Recent Death:
NANCY ELMORE

Recovering from Surgery:
PAULA MOBERLY BEST

MATT WHITEHOUSE
CHRISTOPHER CLAYPOLE

WILMA SMITH
GINGER ELMORE

General Health Concerns:
JERRY O’LEARY
JACK CLEMONS

Cancer Patients:
PATTI

GEORGIA HALSTEAD
PASTOR ALLEN ZUGELTER

PETE BOEKHOUT
DOYLE SLAYDEN
AMY COLEMAN
MELISSA WOOD

BILLY BEALE WOODS
REV. MIKE DUNLAP
MOLLY HAMMER

ELLIE & HER FAMILY

Cancer Patients (cont.):
CAROLYN BETHARDS

RONNIE & CAROL BRUMBAUGH
ANDIE SMITH
CARL POWELL
JOE GIFFORD

JULIE VAN LIERE
MARLA EDWARDS

TERESA BERRY

General Prayer Concerns
ARRON

Michael Long . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 2
Jan Purgason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 4
Alexis Radley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 5
Ryan Butler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 6
Don McGiffin III  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 6
Spencer Freeman  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 6
Jeremy Blevins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 8
Hunter Derdich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 8
Danny Winders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 9
Tim Logston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 16
Morgan Schindler  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 17
Carol Dooley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 18
Joyce Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 18
Linda Pasalich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 18
Racene Bolin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 20
Tristin Jeffers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 20
Lorraine Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 22
Jordan Meehan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 25
Vicki Ballinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 27

 DECEMBER 4 DECEMBER 11 DECEMBER 18 DECEMBER 25
Acolytes: Evan & Maya Watkins Riley & Maya Malloy Jayden & Landon Biermann Gage Simmons & Emily Rice
Advent Candle: tba tba tba tba
Children’s Time: Mary Pettegrew Jason & Mackenzie Cole Darryl Couts Melissa Biermann
Children’s Church: n/a Megan Sams Nancy Rucker Megan Sams
Video Tech: Tyler Stone Tyler Stone Brian Rice Brian Rice 
Nursery Helpers: Brenda/Morgan Schindler, Ron Cogdill  Kelly Smith & Janet Hay JaNeen/Abbi Danner, The Prices Mike Kelley, Brenda Kelley
Money Counters: Brad Sams, Kelly Smith Jim Morris, Ed Smith Mellie Smith, Julie Hale Ron Cogdill, Kelly Smith, Donna Simmons
Van Driver: Mike Kelley Mike Kelley Mike Kelley Mike Kelley
Greeters: Don & Kathie Duncan Don & Kathie Duncan Don & Kathie Duncan Don & Kathie Duncan
Ushers: Gary Stewart, John & Donna Simmons Gary Stewart, John & Donna Simmons Gary Stewart, John & Donna Simmons Gary Stewart, John & Donna Simmons
Hospitality Hosts: John & Karen Baker Don & Phyllis McGhee Ken & Donna Dickey Linda Gail Smith 
Coffee Baristas: Rachel Berry Debbie Dorsey Brian & Michele Fry TBA 
Communion Steward: Vonna Lee Davis
Communion Servers: Vonna Lee Davis, Margaret O’Leary
 Darryl & Connie Couts, Ginger Elmore

DECEMBER SERVANT SCHEDULE

The 2017 Servant List is almost complete. This year, we will be sharing a list of contacts with you. If you need to change your schedule 
with someone else, you will have a list of contacts to choose from. If you have any other questions about the servant schedule, contact 

Ed Smith at ed.smith.ba@gmail.com.

The following people are in need of our prayers. Please help lift their names up to God!

‘Mighty Diapers’ program has helped 
25 babies, donated 2,500 diapers

Mighty Diapers, our partnership with Baby Grace 
program, has already made quiet the impact in just 
two short months.
Samantha Kilgore is at the church every Monday 
from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. (in conjunction with the Boy 
Scout meetings) for anyone who would like to order 
or pick up diapers.  She is also at the church on the 

second Tuesday of every month from 9 a.m.— 3 p.m. 
Mighty Diapers has already hosted two community 
baby showers and has helped improve the well-being 
of 25 babies by distributing over 2,500 diapers. Please 
continue to support this mission with financial con-
tributions or by spreading the word to newborn 
mothers.

Ms. Wilma Smith   
In care of:  Mrs. Chelsea Aulakh, 
8051 N. Denver Ave, Apt.# 1229, 

Kansas City, Missouri 64119

Jerry O’Leary
 Liberty Health and Wellness Ctr.

2201 Glenn Hendren Dr., Rm. 111
Liberty, MO 64068

The church family is  
encouraged to send cards 

or write letters to our
dear friends: 
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Church finances have shown a strong 
improvement in recent months, bouncing 
back from the summer slump and closing 
the deficit on our 2016 budget.
Jim Green reported at the end of Octo-
ber that the church’s total income for the 
month reached $37,800, a bump of al-
most $10,600 which put our year-to-date 
deficit at just $11,000.
This gain came on the heals of Septem-
ber’s revenue of $36,100 and a budget 
deficit of $21,510.
“Our church is growing and our financial 

giving is starting to improve,” Green not-
ed. “This year’s budget required a month-
ly giving of $29,000 to break even. In this 
last quarter, we’ve been pulling ahead of 
that curve and catching up from the sum-
mer’s losses. I’m very pleased with how 
this year is turning out.”

Green noted that this year’s budget in-
cludes a very aggressive push to pay 
apportionments at a cost of $2,570 per 
month. The third Sunday of every month 
is focused on apportionment giving and 
Pastor Laura recently sent out a letter 

explaining the remarkable ministry that 
happens when churches pay their appor-
tionments. We paid apportionments in full 
in 2015. This would be the second year 
in a row that we will pay apportionments.

As the finance committee works on our 
church budget for 2017, the success of 
2016 will only encourage a bigger, better 
budget for next year.

“Glenn Welton’s gift helped immensely in 
taking a bite out of our building loan prin-
cipal. This gave us room to do more min-
istry and mission work. If we, as a church, 

continue to aggressively knock out our 
building loan which now sits at $395,000, 
that will free up funds for even more mis-
sion work,” Green said.

“I couldn’t be more excited for our church 
right now,” Green shared. “We’re stronger 
and more active than we’ve been since 
2009, the last year we paid 100% appor-
tionments. All I can say to the congrega-
tion right now is, God Bless You. Thank 
you for giving and let’s all work together 
to live generously.”

Strong tithing closes budget gap in Oct.

Thank you for our prayer shawls. Because our mother, Colleen, is unable 
to write thank you notes right now, we want to thank you for hers, too. 
Thank everyone for all their prayers for our mother. 

— Macy & Maia Moriarty

Thank the entire congregation 
for the prayers for my 
daughter, Colleen, and the 
prayer shawl. She is very 
weak, tired and starts her 
third round of chemo on 

Sept. 28. It means more 
than you know to have 
your support and prayers. 
Again, thank you for your 
thoughtfulness.  

— Vicki Bolin

Dear church family —  I want to thank you for all the cards, hugs and 
words of comfort I have received since the loss of my mother. Her faith was 
unwavering through it all, and I feel so blessed to have been brought up with 
the reassurance of Jesus’s love. My church family is very important to me 
and it means so much to have the reassurance of your love as well. We have 
such a kind and beautiful group of people here and I am so very lucky to have 
this church to call my family. Your friend in Christ! — Nancy Rucker

To our friends at First United Methodist, On behalf of our 
entire staff and board of directors at the Good Samaritan 
Center, thank you for your generosity and compassion. Your 
kindness will make a difference to families in our community. 
Sincerely yours.   — Martha Buckman

Dear friends —  We are so very blessed by your generous donation to 
Meet the Need. Please know it means so very much to all of us and to 
all those we serve. May God Bless all of you abundantly. From all of the 
volunteers at:  — Meet the Need

Our faith in Jesus requires anti-racist action
Each week, the news seems to proclaim 
another life lost due to tense interactions 
between police and the community. I 
have often felt at a loss for words and 
for action. As someone with a bias for 
action, I find myself perpetually confused 
and frustrated. As I have started this new 
role as Bishop for the Missouri Annual 
Conference, I wish I could say that I 
knew exactly what I need to be doing 
and saying when it comes to the great 
challenges of our time: chronic poverty; 
urban and rural decay; systemic racism; 
the cultures of violence, despair and fear 
that pervades our world. But, I don’t. I 
know that many of you, faithful disciples 
of Jesus Christ, feel similarly. 
Since my role in this great work is 
unclear to me, I am dedicating one day 
per month to be in intentional prayer in 
one of our communities standing on the 
cusp of these great social challenges. 

I’ll spend half the day 
praying in a local church 
with their leadership, 
and the rest of the day in 
conversation with leaders 
in that community listening 
to the experience of 
people of color in Missouri. 
Because I believe in this 
deeply, I am asking each 
of the members of the 
Missouri Cabinet to do 
the same. My hope is that 
you, the United Methodist 
Churches in Missouri, consider joining 
us. We will announce in advance when 
and where we will be each month. We 
encourage you to join us as you are able.
Part of the burden of becoming Bishop 
is learning of other people’s burdens. 
Watching the pain of our black and 
brown brothers and sisters has become 

too much for me to 
bear. Witnessing our first 
responders face increased 
risk due to escalating 
tensions in many of our 
neighborhoods has 
weighed heavily upon 
me. It is not enough to be 
non-racist. That is far too 
passive. As white people 
who follow Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be anti-
racist. We are people of 
action and of spirit. We 

must be wary of what our founder, John 
Wesley, called quietism. Faith without 
works, he said, was “the grand pest of 
Christianity.”
I invite you to explore anti-racism as a 
way of living out social holiness in the 
Wesleyan Way. For the vast majority 
of Missouri United Methodists who are 

white, please consider joining me in 
making space in your busy schedules 
to serve your neighbors of color. Show 
them acts of love. Grieve with them. Pray 
for them. Get out into your communities 
and pray for your government leaders. 
Be in conversation in your local church 
about the lingering sin of racism in this 
country. Learn what you can do locally 
to bring about change. Be anti-racist 
because your faith in Jesus won’t let you 
be any other way. Always remember that 
God desperately loves you. And, God 
desperately loves the world. Disciples of 
Jesus Christ are called to be a bridge 
between the two.
In closing, I ask you to be in prayer for 
me, your District Superintendents and 
your colleagues in ministry as we offer 
spiritual leadership during a time such 
as this. 

— In Christ, Bishop Robert Farr.



NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, 

MO 64024
PERMIT NO. 3The First United Methodist Church 

of Excelsior Springs
1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday
816-637-2138 | ESMethodist.com

NOV. 23, 2016
REV. LAURA BLEVINS
Pastor
Laura@ESMethodist.com

KAREN GLAMANN
Administrative Assistant
Karen@ESMethodist.com

BRIAN RICE
Communications Director
Brian@ESMethodist.com

AL MILLER
Trustees Chairperson
Trustees@ESMethodist.com

Dustin McKinney,  Music Director
Jerri Morris,  Organist
Mike Kelley,  Nursery Supervisor
Wilma Smith,  Nursery Leader
Gina Smith, Nursery Assistant
Darla Sims,  Preschool Director
Jenna Olcott,  Preschool Assistant

Church Calendar
NOVEMBER 23 - 25
Office Closed for Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER 26 • SATURDAY
Hanging of the Greens . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

NOVEMBER 27 • SUNDAY
First Sunday of Advent
Children practice for Christmas Pgm.   .  9:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Service at Convalescent Center   .  .  .  .  2:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 28 • MONDAY
Mighty Diaper Sign-up  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts weekly meeting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts weekly meeting  . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 30 • WEDNESDAY
Hand and Foot Card Club meets . . . . 12:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 1 • THURSDAY
Girl Scout Troop #737 weekly meeting . 6:00 p.m.
Calico Quilters meet  . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 4 • SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Advent / Commitment Sunday
Children practice for Christmas Pgm.   .  9:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Service at ES Nursing & Rehab . . . . . 2:00 p.m.

DECEMBER’S calendar continues on page 4 »

Christmas Open House • Dec. 21
Pastor Laura and Jeremy Blevins are inviting the congregation to 

their home for a special Christmas Party Open House on  
Wednesday, Dec. 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Their address is: 300 W. Dauxville Dr., Richmond.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to our church if you 
sign up. Your online Amazon purchases can 
help our church raise money. 
Start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. 

When you select your charitable organization, 
search for United Methodist Church, Excelsior 
Springs. Then, bookmark smile.amazon.com 
as your starting off point for all your Amazon 
shopping.

If you shop Amazon, you can support the church!



Commitment Sunday is December 4.
We will present our annual giving commitments 
during worship service, but you may return your 
card at any time by placing it in the offering plate 

or mailing it to the church office.

Please return an Annual Giving Card.
Your annual giving card reflects your tithes and 
offerings to support your church’s ministry and 
mission through 2017. We ask that everyone 

return a commitment card, even if you can only 
make a limited financial commitment at this 

time. You can always increase or decrease your 
commitment if your situation changes by calling 
the church office. If you have questions, call the 
church office at 816-637-2138 or e-mail Pastor 

Laura at laura@esmethodist.com.

The First United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs

1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday

816-637-2138 | ESMethodist.com

            Make 

STEWARDSHIP
A way of living

EXPERIENCE LIFE THAT IS TRULY LIFE!

GOD GIVES FREELY. FREELY GIVE!

This card represents a tangible opportunity for 
us to worship and serve God through generosity. 
When we make a commitment to return a portion 
of our financial blessings to God through our tithes 

and offerings, we invest in God’s ministry and 
mission, and we create an opportunity for God to 

work through us and through our church.



Annual giving commitments begin Jan. 1, 2017 
and continue through Dec. 31, 2017.

GIVING OPTIONS

•	 Cash	or	Check
 Please make sure you identify yourself on the 

envelope or your check so the Methodist Church 
can provide a record for tax purposes. Your gifts 
can be placed in the weekly worship offering plate 
(envelopes are provided in the pews) or they may 
be mailed to the First United Methodist Church of 
Excelsior Springs, 1650 Rainbow Blvd., Excelsior 
Springs, MO 64024.

•	 Appreciated	Stocks
 Stocks and other securities are a welcome gift. 

Many members have found the tax savings make 
this an ideal way to fulfill their commitment. For more 
information, contact our church’s finance committee.

•	 Online	Giving
 The First United Methodist Church has several 

online giving options. This is a convenient, secure 
online system through PayPal or Square for making 
your contributions. Please visit our website at 
ESMethodist.com and look for the PayPal button, or 
visit our iPad kiosk at the church’s welcome center 
in the lobby to make your online contribution.

•	 Planned	Giving	Opportunities
 Future needs of our church can be met with planned 

giving opportunities. If you would like to learn more 
about remembering the First United Methodist 
Church in your will or with a planned gift, check 
the box on your commitment card and a finance 
committee member will contact you.

Please print information

___________________________________________
INDIVIDUAL or BUSINESS NAME

___________________________________________
ADDRESS

___________________________________________
CITY                                                            STATE                ZIP

___________________________________________
PRIMARY EMAIL

___________________________________________
MAIN PHONE

YES!	I/we	pledge	to:
q Attend worship __________ times weekly/monthly

q Pray for the church __________ times daily/weekly/monthly

YES!	I/we	pledge	to	give:
q $ _______________ Weekly for 52 weeks, or

q $ _______________ Semi-monthly for 24 periods, or

q $ _______________ Monthly for 12 months, or

q $ _______________ as follows: ____________________________

___________________________________________
SIGNED                                                                         DATE

___________________________________________
PRINT NAME

q I/We have remembered the church in our will or planned gift.

q I/We would like information on how to provide for the church in   
        my/our will.

Place in the offering plate or return to the church office.

2017 ANNUAL GIVING COMMITMENT
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

OF EXCELSIOR SPRINGS


