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MINI SUMMER CAMP IS 
JUST ONE WEEK AWAY

The countdown to fun continues as our free 
summer mini camp is just a week away! 

The camp committee has been working 
throughout the month securing volunteers and 
ironing out the details. Camp decorations are  
already showing up in the narthex!
Committee co-chair Margaret O’Leary shared 
how grateful she was to those who heeded her 
call last Sunday and stepped up to help with 
camp. The sign up  sheet for cookies and chips 
was filled immediately. Several others said they 
would volunteer with the set up.  
It honestly takes a village (or a church congrega-
tion) to make a mission like this so successful.   
Please remember to pray for our camp and for 
all the children and volunteers who are giving of 
their time and talents.
Remember, the two-day camp takes place Satur-
day and Sunday, July 30-31 here on the church 
property. Registration begins at 8 a.m. and camp 
will run from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. 
The camp is entirely free to any child age 7-12. 
Snacks and lunch will be provided both days. 
Camp is open to the entire community and 
registration forms are available at the church’s 
welcome center or online at ESMethodist.com. 
Transportation will be provided to children in 
Excelsior who cannot make it to the church on 
their own.
Promotional post cards, fliers and door hangers 
are available. Please take them and invite every-
one you know to our exciting summer mission!

Treehouse Preschool enrollment day is July 26

Church Calendar
JULY 20 • WEDNESDAY
Hand and Foot Card Club meets . . . . 12:00 p.m.
Preschool Board meeting   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:30 p.m.

JULY 23 • SATURDAY 
Hallway floor cleaning   .  .  .  .  .  .  . during the day
Worship Planning Workshop . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

JULY 24 • SUNDAY
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Hospitality hosted by the church . . . . after worship
Service at E.S. Convalescent Center . . . . 2:20 p.m.

JULY 25 • MONDAY
Finance Committee meeting  . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts weekly meeting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:30 p.m.

JULY 26 • TUESDAY
Administrative Council meeting . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

JULY 27 • WEDNESDAY
Hand and Foot Card Club meets . . . . 12:00 p.m.

JULY 28 • THURSDAY
Venturing Crew meets  . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

JULY 30 • SATURDAY
Spark Mini Mobile Camp . . . . 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

JULY 31 • SUNDAY
Spark Mini Mobile Camp . . . . 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
Hospitality hosted by the church . . . . after worship

AUGUST calendar continues on page 4 »

One of the longest running 
preschools in Excelsior is pre-
paring for its 36th year with  
enrollment day on July 26.
The First United Methodist 
Church’s Treehouse Preschool, 
led by Director Darla Sims, will 
be completing the enrollment 
of its 3-year-old and 4-year-old 
students on Tuesday, July  26 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
church. The day will allow par-
ents the opportunity to com-
plete their enrollment forms to 
secure their child’s classroom 
position and meet the teachers. 
“The classrooms have under-
gone some expansion and 
renovations over the sum-
mer. New technology is being 

added in the coming weeks 
so our teachers will have the 
best resources for educating 
our young students,” shared 
Preschool Board Chairperson 
Joyce Green.
Parents, enrollment forms 
are available at the church or 
online at ESMethodist.com. 
There is a $40 enrollment fee, 

due on the day of enrollment.
Classes for the 3-year-olds  
begin Tuesday, Sept. 6 and 
classes for the 4-year-olds be-
gin Wednesday, Sept. 7.
There is a limited number of 
openings remaining. If you’d 
like to learn more, contact Sims 
at 816-699-7295 or go online at 
ESMethodist.com.



2 JULY 20, 2016

ES Methodists earn points at conference

The 2016 Missouri Annual Methodist 
Conference took place June 3-6, 2016 in 
Springfield. Pastor Laura along with Jim 
and Joyce Green, attended on behalf of 
our church this year.
The most important news from confer-
ence is the fact that Pastor Laura has 
been appointed to our church for a sec-
ond year! We are so blessed to have her 
leadership in our church and in our com-
munity and are elated at the news of her 
continued appointment.
It was an exciting year for our church 
because we were recognized as one of 
the Missouri churches who paid 100% of 
our conference apportionments in 2015. 
This is the first time we paid full apportion-
ments in the past four or five years. With 
the congregation’s continued financial 
support, our church is in line to pay 100% 
apportionments again in 2016.

The theme this year was “Radical Hospi-
tality: Rooted in Christ.” Everything at the 
conference focused around this theme, 
everything from the music to the speakers 
to the discussion. It also focused on the 
Methodist church’s mission statement: 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.
Bishop Robert Schnase defined radical 
hospitality to mean we offer the absolute 
utmost of ourselves, our creativity and our 
abilities to offer the gracious invitation and 
welcome of Christ to others. Schnase en-
couraged all churches in our conference 
to adopt radical hospitality in our missions 
and in our service to our communities.
As a church, we need to continue to reach 
outside of our country -- into the world -- 
to bring Christ to those who would not 
know Him. Last year, our mission to the 
world included the Mozambique Initiative. 
Our church funded the building of a well 
that will bring fresh water to a village in 
Mozambique, Africa. We were one of 25 
churches who took part in this project. 
We also provided the funds to help a Mo-
zambique native receive the schooling he 
needed to become a Methodist pastor. 
While these are important accomplish-
ments, there is still much work to be done 
in the world. We should continue to keep 
these worldly needs in our ministry focus 
this coming year.
As a church, we need to explore ways we 
can expand our services each and every 
day to help the homeless, the poor, the 
hungry children and those in crisis situa-
tions. We made tremendous strides this 
past year with our community mission 
work for the Good Samaritan Center, 
Meet the Need, veterans ministry and 
more, but there is still so much more we 
can do. As members of our church, we 
should all reach out to invite new people 
into our congregation. We need to have 
open hearts and open minds to what God 
is calling us to do.

Within the walls of our church, we need to 
individually look for ways that God lives in 
us and listen for prompting from the Holy 
Spirit on how to use our strengths and our 
talents for our church. Please get involved 
with a group or a project; join a committee 
that caters to your strengths and talents; 
and socialize with a new person Sunday 
morning by sharing coffee at the coffee 
bar or by sitting with them during church. 
Small gestures of kind-
ness could bring Christ 
into someone’s life at just 
the time they need it.
Radical Hospitality chal-
lenges us to not only 
make the changes above, 
but to have a regular 
conversation within our 
church to change our 
culture. Our church cul-
ture needs to always be 
open to those in pain and 
always demonstrates tol-
erance, acceptance and 
inclusion of everyone for 
the glory of God.
This mission of Radi-
cal Hospitality has spe-
cial meaning for Bishop 
Schnase, who is leaving 
our conference for anoth-
er state after 12 years of 
leadership. In addition to 
the change in leadership, 
the conference this year 
was full of ceremonies for 
retiring pastors and new 
pastors receiving their 
ordination. It was also an 
anniversary celebration 
as the Methodist Church 
celebrates 60 years of 
fully ordaining women in 
our church. The Missouri 
Conference is proud to 
hold the distinction of 
having the most ordained 
women pastors in all 
Methodist conferences.

The spirit of God is alive in our church. 
We are truly blessed to be a church that is 
not only demonstrating Radical Hospital-
ity throughout our community, but one of 
the leading churches not only in women’s 
ordination but in radical hospitality, toler-
ance and acceptance of all. We should be 
proud of the church we’ve become and 
push ever forward to continue our growth 
in spirit and in service.

Pastor Laura 
appointed for a 

second year 

Our thank you letter from Bishop Schnase for 
paying 100% of our 2015 Apportionments.

Pastor Laura was featured in the July 2016 issue of The Missouri 
Methodists magazine (pictured above) for creating T-Shirts for 
the 60th anniversary of fully ordaining women. The picture below 
was featured in the magazine and the red shirts were prominently 
displayed in the group photo shown at the bottom of the page.

Pastor Laura
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The following people are in need of our prayers. Please help lift their names up to God!
Recent Deaths

JESSE CASPER DOOLEY
CHUCK SIMMONS

FRANKYE L. NAYLOR
JUANITA SIMMS

Recovering from Surgery:
SHARON DICKERSON
NANCY SZNEJKOWSKI
CARSTON ZIRJACKS

General Health Concerns:
TOMMY GRUBBS 

General Prayer Concerns
JANE BLATTNER

FAMILIES IN DALLAS
PEACE IN TURKEY & THE 

WORLD
OUR MILITARY & LEADERS

ARRON

Cancer Patients:
REV. MIKE DUNLAP
MOLLY HAMMER

ELLIE & HER FAMILY
CAROLYN BETHARDS

RONNIE & CAROL BRUMBAUGH
JAKE COOL

RODGER GOOD
ANDIE SMITH

Cancer Patients (cont.):
CARL POWELL
JOE GIFFORD

JULIE VAN LIERE
MARLA EDWARDS

TERESA BERRY

Joy, Thanks or Celebration:
HOLLY PERKINS

Congratulations
Steve & Carolyn 

Rice
on your upcoming

50th Anniversary
August 5, 2016

On this special day, best wishes go to 
you both, that the wonderful love you 

share lasts your lifetime through.

Donald Jeffers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 2
Hunter Williams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 2
RosaLea Winders   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 4
Taylor Perks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 6
Colleen Rhodus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 6
Kelly Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 7
Stephen Houck   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 8
Luke Travis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 8
Jordan Humphrey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 10

Jerry Kline  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 11
Sharon Robinson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 11
Jeffrey Wathen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 11
Brooklyn Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 12
Gary Dooley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 13
Anne Martin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 13
Lillian Shah   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 13
Gary Stewart   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 13
Darla Sims  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 14

Dantin McBee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 17
Mason Pasalich  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 17
Jerry Shellenberger, Jr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 17
Bryson Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 19
Lucky Clark   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 20
Thomas Admire  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 21
Danelle McBee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 25
Donald Duncan   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 30
Matthew Stewart   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Aug . 31

AUGUST SERVANT SCHEDULE
 AUGUST 7 AUGUST 14 AUGUST 21 AUGUST 28
Worship Leader: Nancy Garrett Kent Powell Joyce Green Racene Bolin
Video Tech: Tyler Stone Brian Rice Tyler Stone Brian Rice
Acolytes: Emily Rice & Emily Meehan Landon & Jayden Biermann Brennan & Brandon Fry Jordin Price & Mackenzie Cole
Children’s Time: Darryl Couts Margaret O’Leary Pastor Laura Melissa Biermann
Children’s Church: n/a Nancy Rucker Megan Sams Nancy Rucker
Nursery Helpers: Janet Hay & Brenda/Morgan Schindler Ron Cogdill & Christi/Emily Rice Mike Kelley & JaNeen/Abbi Danner Ashley Pate & Andrew/Cindy Price
Money Counters: Julie Hale & Ed Smith Jim Morris & Brad Sams Ron Cogdill & Mellie Smith Cheryl Derdich & Kelly Smith
Van Driver: Brian Fry Brian Fry Brian Fry Brian Fry
Greeters: Brad & Megan Sams Brad & Megan Sams Brad & Megan Sams Brad & Megan Sams
Ushers: Gary Stewart, Carol Lautenschlager, Kelly Smith Gary Stewart, Carol Lautenschlager, Kelly Smith Gary Stewart, Carol Lautenschlager, Kelly Smith Gary Stewart, Carol Lautenschlager, Kelly Smith
Coffee Barista: Connie Couts Molly Pranke Brian & Michele Fry Debbie Dorsey
Hospitality: TBA TBA TBA TBA
Communion Steward: Lorraine Miller 
Communion Servers: Lorraine Miller, Margaret O’Leary,
 Ellen Schoettger, John & Donna Simmons   

If you are a new member and would like to join our list of worship servants, please fill out a 2016 Servant Commitment form from the 
church office or download a copy online at ESMethodist.com under Service + Giving tab.

Worship Committee to hold a 
planning work day July 23

If you enjoyed the flowers on Mother’s Day, savored the root beer floats on Father’s 
Day, felt a wave of emotion during the Patriotic Cantata or simply enjoy the sanctu-
ary’s decor during Pastor Laura’s themed message series, then you have the Worship 
Committee to thank. 
Comprised of VonnaLee Davis, Mary Miller, Brenda Kelley, Dustin McKinney, Jerri 
Morris, Cherri Ellis, Mellie Smith and Karen Baker, this committee will be meeting 
this Saturday, July 23 from 9 a.m. to noon for a special planning workday. They will 
meet with Pastor Laura to discuss more great activities, worship details and plot out 
the rest of the year’s worship services — including Christmas services.
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Steve & Carolyn Rice’s 
50th Anniversary 

Open House 
2-4 p .m .

Coffee with  
Pastor Laura 

9 a.m.
Sunday School 

9 a.m.
Worship Service 

10 a.m.
Service at ES 

Nursing & Rehab 
2 p.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.

United Methodist Men 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot Card Club 
Noon

Venturing Crew meets 
6:30 p.m.

PEO meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Prayer Shawl meeting 
9 a.m.

Church newsletter 
deadline 
3 p.m.

Racene’s Quilting  
Strippers work day 

10 a.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship Service 
10 a.m.

New Membership 
Potluck Luncheon 

11:30 a.m.

Bridge Group meets 
10 a.m.

Finance Committee 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot Card Club 
Noon 

Worship Committee 
meeting 

5:30 p.m.
Treehouse Preschool 

Board meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Care Committee 
meeting 

12:30 p.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship Service 
10 a.m.

Education Committee 
meeting 

4:15 p.m.
Boy Scouts 

weekly meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Administrative Council 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Hand & Foot Card Club 
Noon 

Venturing Crew meets 
6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship Service 
10 a.m.

Service at ES 
Convalescent Ctr. 

2:30 p.m.

Second Miler’s Social 
TBA

Church Newsletter arrives

Hand & Foot Card Club 
Noon

Missions Committee 
meeting 
6 p.m.

Staff Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee 

meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Calico Quilters meet 
7 p.m.

Hand & Foot Card Club 
Noon 
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The First United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs
1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday
816-637-2138 | ESMethodist.com

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Is something missing or inaccurate with our church calendar? Please let us know. Call the church office at: 816-637-2138

Stay social with members of our church all 
week long by following us on Facebook & 
Twitter . Search for ESMethodist .

ESMethodist.com

Make a donation to the church from anywhere:

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6:30 p.m.

We need volunteers 
to help us with our 
Sunday morning 
hospitality. Every 

Sunday in August is 
currently available. If 

you can host a Sunday, 
please contact  

Linda Gail Smith at  
630-7440.

Hospitality 
Hosts needed!
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Committee briefs
The Administrative Council meets on the last Tues-
day of every month to conduct church business. The 
meeting for June was cancelled, however, here are a 
few things submitted by written report to the church:
SAFE SANCTUARY — Safe Sanctuary Chair-
person Sharon Powell reported that all the back-
ground checks from the last group of trainees have 
returned. Those names will now be added to the 
growing list of Safe Sanctuary Certified personnel 
in our church. If you have not been Safe Sanctu-
ary certified and would like to learn more about it, 
contact Sharon at 630-8498.
FINANCE CoMMITTEE — Jim Green shared a 
financial report for May 2016. Total income for the 
month was $25,410. Total expenses for the month 
was $33,167. There was a shortfall of $7,757 in May. 
Copies of the financial report are available for the 
congregation at the welcome center.
Jim predicted this “summer slump” that usually 
occurs when families may not give when they are 
away on vacations. In the month of June, Pas-
tor Laura encouraged everyone to give 1% more 
during the summer as an exercise for everyone to 
make that personal commitment toward tithing. 
It’s important that our church family work hard to 
meet our budget so that the benefits of Glenn Wel-
ton’s gift and the mission work we’ve undertaken 
this year can continue for years to come.
SAFETY & SECURITY — John Simmons in a 
written report shared that the Safety & Security 
team acquired two new members in the month of 
June. Five members of the team attended a two-day 
training seminar on May 27 & 28 in Lee’s Summit. 
The training entailed church security planning and 
intruder awareness/response for church personnel.
Reflective numbers have been obtained to mark all 
exterior church doors. Each exterior door will be 
numbered and detailed information about where 
these doors lead will be shared with the local police 
and fire departments to help them with vital infor-
mation in the event of an emergency situation.
Three security cameras have been permanently in-
stalled inside the church. One camera is in the nar-
thex, a second is mounted near the doors near the 
kitchen and a third is in the preschool/classroom 
hallway. Because these cameras are connected to 
the internet, the security team and the church’s ad-
ministrative assistant can view these cameras at any 
time from their computers, iPads or smart phones 
— anywhere, anytime. This online information will 
soon be shared with ESPD so that they can monitor 
the cameras in an emergency situation.
Safety crash bars have been installed on the exits 
from the kitchen area and the Glenn Welton Fel-
lowship Hall. We are currently seeking quotes for a 
door alarm, motion sensor activated exterior lights 
and an external security camera.
MEDICAL TEAM — Dr. Pete Rucker reported 
that he is coordinating with Eagle Scouts to have 
them trained and ready to help with any medical 
emergency that might happen during our mini 
camp July 30-31. Dr. Rucker also shared that a new 
first aid kit has been purchased and will be installed 
in the coffee bar for easy access. He has made a re-
quest that the church’s AED be moved from the 
cabinet shelf and be mounted on a wall for better 
access and visibility. He has asked the trustees to 
choose the best location.

Trustees approve roof repair
During their regular meeting on 
Thursday, July 7, the church’s 
board of trustees voted to spend 
$5,500 in roof repairs among other 
business.
Leaks throughout the church dur-
ing the rainy season have made this 
move a top priority for the trustees.
Zucco Roofing was selected to do 
the patch work at a cost of $5,500. 
During their repairs, Zucco will as-
sess the condition of the roof and 
give the committee a quote for total 
roof replacement down the road. 
Work will begin after the roof has 
had a few days to dry from the re-
cent rains.
According to the meeting min-
utes, the trustees currently have 
$10,531.94 in their account. This 
is the remaining amount after the 
trustees elected to transfer $30,000 
to the Methodist Foundation. 
In other business, the trustees re-
cently approved the removal of a 

partition wall between two class-
rooms, enlarging the room to ac-
commodate preschool needs. The 
cost for removing the wall was 
$2,700. Some floor repair, including 
stripping and re-waxing, will take 
place before preschool starts. The 
wall painting is almost complete.
Also in June, the trustees approved 
the purchase of new speakers for 
the church organ. Repairs to the or-
gan’s circuit board revealed that the 
instrument was playing with moni-
tors only. Without speakers, it was 
a matter of time before the moni-
tors would blow, creating another 
emergency repair for the church. 
The speakers were purchased 
and installed mid-June at a cost of 
$2,800.
At the recommendation of the Safe-
ty & Security Team, crash bars were 
installed on the exit doors near the 
kitchen and in the Glenn Welton 
Fellowship Hall.

Other projects in the works:
• Leftover carpeting from the sanc-
tuary that was stored in one of the 
classrooms has been removed and 
donated to Meet the Need.
• Bids are being sought to replace 
the light bulbs in the sanctuary with 
brighter, longer-lasting, energy ef-
ficient ones.
• Trustees are evaluating costs 
for motion sensor activated exte-
rior lights and a door alarm for the 
northeast exit door at the end of the 
classroom hallway.
• Trustees are working with the Fi-
nance Committee to find a good 
use for the church acreage other 
than farming. Currently, we average 
$100 per acre or $2,000 per year 
with share cropping. Government 
funding to let land set idle could 
generate up to $3,100 per year for 
the church. Pastor Laura will reach 
out to the city’s Planning & Zoning 
department for options.

For years, Fred Rose changed the letters on our outdoor sign to 
welcome guests or announce upcoming events. It was a chore 
Fred always did, begrudgingly sometimes, but without fail.
Before his unexpected passing on May 28, Fred was proposing a 
digital outdoor sign for our church.
It is in Fred’s loving memory that The Open Door Sunday school 
class is launching a fundraising campaign to purchase a digital 
outdoor sign for our church. The memorial sign will replace our 
current one with a digital display capable of three lines of type 
programmable from inside the church.
The estimated cost for this sign is $14,000. The Open Door class 
has currently collected $1,700. To help us reach our goal, please 
consider donating. You can place your donation in the offering 
plate on Sunday or make a donation online at ESMethodist.com. 
Designate your donation to the “Fred Rose Memorial Sign.”

DIGITAL SIGN TO BE A 
MEMORIAL TO FRED ROSE

Introduction 
to Singing!

Do you enjoy singing? Have you 
always been afraid to sing around 
people due to a lack of confidence 

or musical knowledge? 
Try our new Introduction to 

Singing course, led by Dustin 
McKinney, Sundays after worship 

from 11:15 - 12:15 . 
The course runs every Sunday, 

July 10 - August 28 .
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First United Methodist Women —
Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. Alta has gotten a lot of great 
use out of it and it meant so much for her to have been thought of in this 
way.  — the family of Alta McDermott

Dear Sandy Cogdill and all 
the amazing women who 
helped make the beautiful 
prayer shawl for me during 
this extremely difficult time 
in my family’s life: it is much 
appreciated!
It will be safely wrapped in 
love and worn as a reminder 
of all the sweet and caring 
people who have come into my 

life through this journey God 
has put us on.
It will be a reminder of the 
importance of prayer and 
faith — the unconditional 
love God has for us all.
May God bless each and every 
one of you! Thank you again, 
it means more than you’ll ever 
know. Love always!

— Danielle Phipps

First United Methodist Church —
Thank you for that wonderful graduation reception. Also, thanks for the 
prayer shawl. Everyone at this church will always be a part of me. To the 
A. Vane Miller Scholarship Committee, thank you for the scholar-
ship. I’m honored to have earned this prestigious award. It will come in 
useful during my studies at Truman State.  — Seth Edwards

Praise report! 
I just wanted to thank everyone for your prayers during my 
surgery. God is soooo good! The surgery went well and I had to 
take no pain pills. The doctors and nurses alike were all amazed 
and in awe. We do serve an awesome and wonderful God!!

— Sharon Dickerson

Dear friends —
We greatly appreciate your generous donation of laundry soap and food. 
Please know it means so very much to all of us and to all those we serve. 
May God bless all of you abundantly!  

— all the volunteers at Meet the Need

First United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your donation to the Excelsior Springs After 
Prom. Sincerely. — the Class of 2016

The church’s safety and security team 
meets regularly and works and trains 
very hard to establish a secure environ-
ment here at First United Methodist so 
that the troubles and the violence of our 
world do not inadvertantly strike us here 
at home.
While we hope and pray that something 
bad does not happen in our church, pre-
pardedness and good secure habits will 
ensure we are all ready to react accord-
ingly if and when an emergency situa-
tion arises.
Part of our safety and security team’s pre-
paredness is noticable with the numbers 
on the exterior doors to assist police and 
fire with useful and timely information, 
the crash bars added to exit doors in 
the fellowship hall, the digital security 
cameras throughout the church and the 
storm shelter designation signs posted 
throughout the building.
Features to be added as funds become 
available will include blinds for exposed 
windows, an alarm system of some ex-
terior doors and printed materials to 
instruct members of our congregation 
what to do or where to go in the event of 
an emergency or severe weather.
You can help the efforts of our security 
team by adopting some safety habits of 
your own while in the church.
First, always obey the signs. Some signs 
may be new to you. Doors will be locked 
when rooms are not in use to minimize 
access to our facility by intruders. If a 
sign reads, “exit only,” please obey that 
rule and use designated entrances.
Second, if you are a key holder of the 
church, if you unlock the church facil-
ity for someone else, please make sure 
you remain behind to secure the doors 
again afterward. Do not rely on the guest 
or congregation member to remember 
that on their own. If you’ve unlocked the 
church for someone but are unable to 
stay and ensure it’s locked after an event, 
please notify someone on the security 
team that the church is unlocked.
Propping doors open so they don’t close 
behind you is not a safe practice. Secu-

rity members who check the church 
nightly have found the facility open 
and unsecure because of a blocked or 
propped open doorway. 
The team understands that we all feel safe 
in church and thus loosen our security 
habits at times. It is important that we all 
feel welcome, comfortable and relaxed in 
our church home. For our security team 
to maintain that level of safety for us, we 
must all be mindful of the steps our team 
is taking to keep our building secure. We 
must do our part to obey the signs and, 
if we hold a key to the church, we must 
take the personal responsibility to lock 
up and secure every entryway we open. 
We are so blessed to have the experience, 
training and talents of our security team 
leader, John Simmons, as part of our 
congregation. He and his carefully se-
lected team care for our safety, they take 
turns checking our church nightly and 
take shifts opening and then securing 
our church on Sunday mornings. They 
are on call at all times to assist if a church 
employee feels scared or threatened in 
any way. 
During election days, the security team 
takes shifts and monitors guest activities 
from the moment the polls open in the 
morning until they close and clear out 
in the evenings. Our team is currently 
planning how to safely handle the an-
ticipated crowds of voters with the presi-
dential election this coming November. 
The team also takes training classes to 
learn new procedures in church safety 
and intruder isolation.
By design, the security team keeps a low 
profile within the ranks of our congre-
gation and often goes unnoticed. Their 
work is not frequently discussed but it 
is there.
Please say a prayer for John Simmons 
and his security team members, thank-
ing God for their service and asking for 
their safety. And also remember all their 
efforts to keep our church safe and do 
your part to help them keep it that way.

They keep 
our church 

secure; let’s 
help them

The benefits of our monthly prayer shawl 
ministry go without saying. Just read a couple of 
the “thank yous” on this page and you’ll witness 
God’s healing powers through these shawls.
The women of our prayer shawl committee 
will need to resupply materials soon and plan 
a shopping trip in October. If you feel called 
to support this ministry, please consider a 
financial donation to help them with their supply 
materials.
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S Food drive: help us reach our goal and watch 
Pastor Laura KISS a GOAT
Not to be outdone by her husband 
Jeremy’s puckering up to a pig last 
month, Pastor Laura is preparing 
herself to kiss a goat if we reach 
this month’s food drive challenge!
Every month with five Sundays 
is our food drive month for the 
Good Samaritan Center. Average 
donations on these months don’t 
quite reach 500 lbs.
Our challenge this month is to 
reach 1,000 lbs. by July 31. If we 
do that, the pastor’s smooching old 
Billie below.

If we collect 2,000 lbs., Pastor 
Laura will step way out of her 
comfort zone and sing a solo in 
church.
The GSC is constantly in need of 
all kinds of food: canned goods, 
nonperishable items, food rich in 
protein, etc.  They are also happy 
to receive hygiene items.  This 
time of year, school supplies 
would be another idea of things 
they can use. And reams of paper 
are HEAVY!  Of course, the GSC 
can always use cash. The center 
can make every dollar go twice 
or sometimes three times as far 

by purchasing items through the 
Harvester program.
We hope to get the word out to our 
congregation and to the families of 
our mini camp to help us make this 
a memorable food drive! 
If you can help, please bring 
contributions to the church on or 
before Sunday, July 31.  We will 
deliver our donation to the GSC 
on Monday, August 1.  If we reach 
our goal, the goat kissing (or solo) 
will take place on the following 
Sunday, Aug. 7. May God bless 
our mission to make a worthwhile 
difference in our community.

Our outward missions team efforts  
accomplished the following in June:
• Meet the Need: had a shortage in 
laundry detergent. We collected 22 
bottles plus one package of detergent 
pods for them.
• Good Samaritan Ctr.: had an im-
mediate need for peanut butter. We 
collected and delivered over 25 lbs. in 
less than a week.
• Box Fans: Pastor Laura purchased 
10 box fans for families battling the 
heat and delivered them to the GSC.
• Mini Summer Camp: working with 
entire church on this children’s out-
reach mission.
• Budget update: approximately 
$17,000 remains in mission fund for 
future projects and services.

JUNE MISSIONS


