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May 22 Dedication Sunday for Glenn Welton

G

lenn Welton was a remarkable man. He was a
quiet, faithful Christian, and
above all else, he was a dedicated and loving member of
the First United Methodist
Church of Excelsior Springs.
Losing Glenn last year was
difficult, but his love of our
church and his mission to
God carried over even after
his death. Glenn surprised
us all with a financial gift

of close to $600,000 for our
church. This gift has not only
helped us get our footing financially, but has set us on a
path of doing God’s mission
work that will carry on for
years to come.
In honor and in recognition
of Glenn Welton, our church
will be holding a very special
Dedication Sunday service
on May 22.
After a special worship ser-

vice, we will hold a pot-luck
dinner in which we will pay
tribute to Glenn by officially
dedicating the Glenn Welton
Fellowship Hall in his name.
We will unveil Lynda Kurtz’s
mural, an artist tribute to the
man we’ve all come to know
and love so dearly.
Sharon Thomson is chairing the planning committee,
which consists of Linda Gail
Smith, Jim Green and Brenda

Help us bless the little children
at Preschool Sunday, Apr. 24

S

unday, April 24, our church will include
the students and teachers of our own
Treehouse Preschool in a very special
Preschool Sunday worship service, beginning
at 10 a.m.
Invitations have been mailed and sent
electronically to the parents and families of
this year’s 3-year-old and 4-year-old classes.
We’re asking them to attend worship and hear
the children as they perform special musical
numbers throughout the service.
Pastor Laura has prepared a special message,
“Jesus Loves The Little Children: And you
too!” This message will reach out to everyone
in attendance on Sunday, not just our guests.
Preschool Board Chairperson Joyce Green
will introduce teachers Darla Sims and Jenna
Olcott, she will recognize the preschool
board, and give a short update on preschool
activities and the school’s impact on our
church.

Following worship, everyone is invited to
a special lunch that will include chicken
tenders, macaroni and cheese, baked beans,
vegetable trays, chips, cookies/brownies and
drinks. This will be the perfect opportunity to
show our hospitality and our gratitude to the
parents and students of Treehouse Preschool.
“The preschool is a very important ministry
of our church and one we need to fully
embrace and support,” said Pastor Laura.
“As a church congregation, we should stop
and take a moment to bless our preschool,
our teachers, our students and their parents.
Even if they are not members of this church,
we should fully support these families, be
hospitable, and offer up our church home to
those who don’t have one.”
“I hope you will all be in church this Sunday,
ready to celebrate with our preschool and
represent our church in the fullest spirit of
Jesus Christ. We will have a wonderful time.”

Kelley. Details of the dinner
and dedication ceremony will
follow in future issues of the
church bulletin and in next
month’s FirstNews newsletter.
Please make plans to attend
church on May 22. Don’t miss
this special opportunity for
us to come together, praise
God for His wonderful blessings, and dedicate our fellowship hall in loving memory of
Glenn Welton.

Church Calendar

APRIL 20 • WEDNESDAY
Worship Committee meeting.  .  .  .  .  .  . 5:30 p.m.
Preschool Board meeting .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 21 • THURSDAY
Care Committee meeting.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12:30 p.m.
Girl Scout Troop 737 weekly meeting.  .  . 6:00 p.m.
APRIL 23 • SATURDAY
Visitation for Dan Dorsey.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9:30 a.m.
Dan Dorsey Celebration of Life service.  11:00 a.m.
APRIL 24 • SUNDAY
Sunday School.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9:00 a.m.
Treehouse Preschool Sunday worship .  10:00 a.m.
Lunch for preschool & congregation .  .  11:00 a.m.
Service at Convalescent Center .  .  .  .  . 2:30 pm.
APRIL 25 • MONDAY
BackSnack volunteers meet at GSC.  .  .  .  .  . 9:00 a.m.
Special Finance Committee meeting.  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts weekly meeting.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts weekly meeting .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 26 • TUESDAY
Administrative Council meeting.  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 28 • THURSDAY
Girl Scout Troop 737 weekly meeting.  .  . 6:00 p.m.
Venturing Crew meets .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
APRIL 30 • SATURDAY
Methodist Men’s Pancake Breakfast .  .  . 7:30 a.m.
May calendar continues on page 4
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The following people are in need of our prayers. Please help lift their names up to God!
Recovering from Surgery:
DEL HENNINGS
General Health Concerns
LOWELL DAVIS
BILL LOWRANCE
DESTINEE HILTON
FRANK MARTIN

Cancer Patients:
CAROLYN BETHARDS
LARRY & DEBBIE RIEBERSELL
RONNIE & CAROL BRUMBAUGH
JAKE COOL
RODGER GOOD
JUDY GRAF
ANDIE SMITH

Finance chair wants
to answer your church
budget questions
I

have served the church, off and on,
as the treasurer and the Chairperson
for the Finance Committee for many
years. I am currently serving as the
Finance Chair and the treasurer. I
am proud of the work, commitment
and accomplishes that the finance
committee has provided for the
church over the years.
I am often asked questions about our
church finances. Each month in the
newsletter I will address a frequently
asked question about the finance
committee.
Q. What does a treasurer, finance
chair, and finance committee do?
A. The treasurer, finance chair and
the finance committee, provides
financial oversight of the funds
received and accountability of the
expenditures that the church incurs
during a calendar year. The finance
committee is responsible for the
development of an annual budget
that supports the needs and mission
of our church. Stewardship and fund
raising is an important responsibility
of the finance committee as well
as providing monthly financial
statements and an annual audit
report.
Calendar year 2016 budget is one
of the most progressive budgets

that our church has committed to
and approved. Our 2016 budget
is filled with opportunities for our
church to grow in our mission
projects, such as, supporting the
needs of our community, paying our
apportionments in full, providing a
caring and safe church for our entire
church family, and supporting our
Treehouse Preschool.
But most
importantly our budget will assist us
to achieve our mission statement of
“making disciples of Jesus Christ”.
The First United Methodist Church
budget is much more than numbers
on a page. With our weekly financial
giving we are providing food,
clothing, drinking water and financial
assistance to thousands of needy
individuals that we will never meet
or know their names, but through
our efforts they will come closer to
knowing the love that Jesus has for
all of us. Your weekly giving is the
cornerstone to fulfilling our budget
and accomplishing our mission.
If you have a question and want
the finance team to address it in
the church newsletter submit your
question to the church office.
“Whatever you give to Jesus, Jesus
will always give you back more.”
— Jim Green
Finance Chairperson

Cancer Patients:
LEONARD SNODGRASS
DIXIE HARTLESS
CARL POWELL
JOE GIFFORD
JULIE VAN LIERE
MARLA EDWARDS
TERESA BERRY

Celebration of Life
DAN C. DORSEY
Join us as we celebrate the life of
Dan Dorsey on Saturday, April 23
Visitation begins at 9:30 a.m. at the
church with the celebration starting
at 11:00 a.m.
MILITARY HONORS for Dan will take
place Friday, April 22 at 3 p.m. at the
Missouri Veterans Cemetery in
Higginsville, Missouri.

Remember our shut-ins;
visit or write to them

Sandy Cogdill and our care committee have assembled the following list of
church members who are now living in assisted living facilities or convalescent centers. It would be a blessing if our church would remember these
family members by either paying them a visit, sending them a letter or card,
or just praying for them.
1. Alice Lee Dale
Oaks Apartments
117 South Street
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
2. Margaret Brown
Excelsior Nursing & Rehab Ctr.
1003 Meadowlark Lane
Room 503
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
3. Edith “Mae” Edie
Excelsior Nursing & Rehab Ctr.
1003 Meadowlark Lane
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
4. Alta McDermott
Excelsior Nursing & Rehab Ctr.
1003 Meadowlark Lane
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
5. Jane Cox
Primrose Retirement Community
8559 N. Line Creek Parkway
Apt. 357
Kansas City, MO 64154

6. Donald McGiffin
Wexford Place Retirement
6500 N. Cosby Ave.
Apt. 281
Kansas City, MO 64151
7. Jane Blattner
Kindred Hospital
8701 Troost Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64131
8. Wanda Isom
Excelsior Spgs. Convalescent Ctr.
1700 Rainbow Blvd.
Room 308
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
9. Mrs. Ernestine Powell
Excelsior Spgs. Convalescent Ctr.
1700 Rainbow Blvd.
Room 410
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
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METHODIST MISSIONS UPDATE
Welcome
Home Veterans’
activities moves
to Waterfest
weekend
June 24-26

SHOES FOR
ORPHAN
SOULS

We are collecting shoes in conjunction
with the Rotary Club’s Shoes for Orphan Souls shoe drive.
This shoe drive provides the basic need
to those who are without adequate
footwear. The goal is to collect over 200
pair during this year’s shoe drive.

us assemble speakers for
the event. Guest experts
are scheduled to discuss
options with the GI Bill for
younger vets looking for
education/career options.
They will also discuss the
Yellow Ribbon Program
for vets who want to go to
a college that costs more
than the GI Bill covers. More
guests will be locked in as
plans develop.

Our Veteran’s Outreach
Ministry continues to plan
with other area churches
on our “Welcome Home
Veterans” celebration this
summer.
Recent discussion has
moved the event from the
Fourth of July weekend to
Waterfest weekend, June
24-26. With this move, all
the sessions and speakers
we are assembling will have
a larger audience with which
to share their knowledge of
veteran benefits. Families
can partake of the festival’s
activities while veterans old
and young can attend some
of these sessions that will
now be held on Saturday,
June 25 inside the Excelsior
Springs Museum.

We will also assemble cars
and trailers and organize a
“veteran’s welcome” section
of the Waterfest Parade that
will be held Saturday, June
25 at 10:30 a.m.
For those wanting to
celebrate on the Fourth of
July, separate plans are
underway to have a citywide fireworks display on
Monday, July 4 along with a
special family picnic activity.
Those plans are also in
development and will carry
our veteran’s celebration
over two weekends.

W a y n e
Woodworth,
v e t e r a n ’s
re p re s e n t a t i v e
with the State
of Missouri, is
now helping

While any size and type of shoe will
work, the greatest need is for new athletic shoes in sizes youth 1 to adult 9.
This shoe drive is for NEW shoes, not
used. A collection box is in the narthex
until Wednesday, April 27. Remember
to bring your donations to church this
Sunday, April 24.

MAY SERVANT SCHEDULE

MAY 1
MAY 8
MAY 15
MAY 22
MAY 29
Worship Leader:
Kent Powell
Joyce Green
Andrew Price
Lorraine Miller
VonnaLee Davis
Video Tech:
Brian Rice
Brian Rice
Brian Rice
Brian Rice
Brian Rice
Landon Biermann, MacKenzie Cole Jayden Biermann, Emily Rice
Brennan & Brandon Fry
Jordin Price, Jayden Houser Emily Meehan, MacKenzie Cole
Acolytes:
Children’s Time:
Mary Pettegrew
Margaret O’Leary
Pastor Laura
Melissa Biermann
Mary Pettegrew
Children’s Church:
n/a
Megan Sams
Nancy Rucker
Megan Sams
Nancy Rucker
Christi/Emily Rice, Seth Edwards
The Prices, Ashley Pate
Mike Kelley, Carol Dooley
Del Hennings, Kelly Smith Brenda Schindler, JaNeen/Abbi Danner
Nursery Helpers:
Money Counters:
Ron Cogdill, Kelly Smith
Donna Simmons, Seth Edwards
Julie Hale, Cheryl Derdich
Cathy Logston, Kelly Smith
Donna Simmons, Seth Edwards
Van Driver:
Mike Kelley
Mike Kelley
Mike Kelley
Mike Kelley
Mike Kelley
Greeters:
John & Donna Simmons
John & Donna Simmons
John & Donna Simmons
John & Donna Simmons
John & Donna Simmons
Gary Stewart, Mike & Nancy Garrett Gary Stewart, Mike & Nancy Garrett Gary Stewart, Mike & Nancy Garrett Gary Stewart, Mike & Nancy Garrett Gary Stewart, Mike & Nancy Garrett
Ushers:
Hospitality:
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
Communion Steward:
Lorraine Miller
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
If you are a new member and would like to join our list of worship servants, please fill out a 2016 Servant Commitment form from the church office
Communion Servers: Mary Miller, Margaret O’Leary
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
or download a copy online at ESMethodist.com under Service + Giving tab.
Ellen Schoettger, Linda Gail Smith

Happy Birthday to these members! God bless you!
Nancy Shepard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bill Griffey II.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Jody Pasalich. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Lili Smith .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bethanie Barnes .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Rice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Shannon Derdich. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

May 2
May 6
May 6
May 6
May 7
May 7
May 9

Ken Dickey.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 9
Paul Hay.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 9
John Simmons. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 10
Caitlyn Smarker.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 14
Jordin Price.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 16
Betty Bradshaw.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 17
Cindy Decker.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 20

Andrew Price.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Stephanie Shellenberger .  .
Ryan Barnes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Garrett Box. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Sandra Cogdill.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Summer Freeman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Lindsey McGovern .  .  .  .  .  .  .

May 20
May 21
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 26
May 26

Emily Meehan. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Mike Kelley. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Schmidt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Jack Clemons .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Cheryl Derdich. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

May 28
May 29
May 30
May 31
May 31

God bless you, all!
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SUN

1

MON

Coffee with
Pastor Laura
9 a.m.
Sunday School
9 a.m.

Worship Service
10 a.m.

2

Boy Scouts
weekly meeting
6:30 p.m.

TUES

3

Cub Scouts
weekly meeting
6:30 p.m.

WED

4

Missions Committee
meeting
6 p.m.
Staff Pastor Parish
Committee meeting
6:30 p.m.

ES Nursing & Rehab
service
2 p.m.

8

Sunday School
9 a.m.

Worship Service
10 a.m.

THURS

5 PrayerMayor’s
Breakfast

FRI

SAT

6

7

13

14

at the Elms
7 a.m.

Calico Quilters:
Sew Day
10 a.m.
Security Team meeting
6 p.m.
Girl Scout Troop 737
weekly meeting
6 p.m.

9

BackSnack
volunteers meet at GSC
9 a.m.

10

United Methodist Men
meet: 6:30 p.m.

11

Boy Scouts
weekly meeting
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts
Rockets and Tacos
6:30 p.m.

12

Trustees Meeting
6 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop 737
weekly meeting
6 p.m.

Church newsletter
deadline
3 p.m.

Venturing Crew meets
6:30 p.m.

Jordan Meehan
Family Graduation
Dinner
6 p.m.

PEO meeting
6:30 p.m.

Racene’s Quilting
Strippers meet
10 a.m.

Prayer Shawl meeting
9 a.m.

MOTHER’S DAY

15

Sunday School
9 a.m.

Worship Service
(recognizing our
graduates)
10 a.m.

16

Bridge Group meets
10 a.m.
Finance Committee
meeting
6:30 p.m.

Sunday School
9 a.m.
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Glenn Welton
Celebration & Dinner
11 a.m.
Convalescent Center
service
2:30 p.m.

29

Fifth Sunday
Food Drive

Sunday School
9 a.m.

Treehouse Preschool
3-year-old graduation
10:30 a.m.

23

Boy Scouts
weekly meeting
6:30 p.m.

18

Worship Committee
meeting
5:30 p.m.

Treehouse Preschool
Board meeting
6:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts
weekly meeting
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts
Graduation
6:30 p.m.

22

17

24

Administrative Council
meeting
6:30 p.m.

Church Newsletter arrives

25

19

20

21

26

27

28

Treehouse Preschool
4-year-old graduation
cememony
6:30 p.m.

Venturing Crew meets
6:30 p.m.

Second Miler’s Social
TBA

Cub Scouts
committee meeting
6:30 p.m.

30

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
Boy Scouts meet:
6:30 p.m.

Worship Service
10 a.m.

MEMORIAL DAY

31

Now you can tithe or contribute to the church from anywhere:
* Use your
smartphone
* Use your
iPad or tablet

ESMethodist.com

Is something missing or inaccurate with our church calendar? Please let us know. Call the church office at: 816-637-2138
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Committee briefs BRANSON WAS A BLAST!

Momentum is building all around the church as spring
approaches and the congregation continues to grow. Here
are just a few of the things going on at the First United
Methodist Church:

Communications — Construction of the new
welcome center and coffee bar are nearly complete. The
staining and countertop replacement in the coffee bar
is finished, and the welcome center will have its countertop and painting completed in the next several days.
The events and activities monitor, condiments table
and hightop tables will be added soon, completing the
project.
Stained Glass Window — Plans to move the
Last Supper stained glass window from the overflow
classroom to the narthex are still in the works. A cabinet is being built to house our treasured glasswork,
which will soon be mounted on the wall behind the
new welcome center. This window project will be funded entirely by Dave Lodwick.
Missions Committee — Missions is asking for
church support in collecting shoes for Rotary, they are
purchasing books for elementary school children, and
they will soon be assembling 5-Gallon Disaster Clean
Up Buckets. These buckets will be stocked and stored
and ready for use in the event of flooding, tornados or
other disaster that will require community clean-up assistance.
Trustees Committee — Trustees approved the
girl scouts Prayer Garden project, led by Susan Meehan, that will create a 20’x20’ space on the east side of
church grounds. The girl scouts have raised close to
$700 for the project and the boy scouts will maintain
the Prayer Garden after it is built.

There is no question that
memories were made and
relationships strengthened
during Young Christian’s
Weekend April 1-3.
Twenty-five youth and adults
from our church and the
Richmond United Methodist
Church spent the weekend
at Silver Dollar City, enjoying

the crafts, listening to the
Christian music, and taking
in the workshops in a park
filled with Christian youth
from all over the country.
The youth group and
their chaperones all grew
closer together through the
experience. Pastor Laura
shared in a small group

communion and devotional
service in the hotel lobby,
which helped the youth
reflect on the experiences
they just shared.
The youth group and their
leaders want to thank the
congregation for helping
fund this enjoyable and
memorable trip.

Out of the remaining $45,000, the Trustees are placing
$30,000 in an endowment fund with the MO United
Methodist Foundation.
Staff Pastor Parish Committee — Staff
evaluations have been completed. The committee will
be examining Brian and Karen’s current job duties and
finalizing their official job description list. The committee is also working on an updated personnel handbook for the staff.
Finance Committee — The committee reviewed
and extended the church’s cleaning contract with
Courtney Zirjacks. The new contract was signed and
will be re-evaluated every two years.
Worship Committee — a braille hymnal has
been donated to our church and will be on loan to Mary
Pendleton. There are seven volumes in this hymnal, so
they are currently looking for a permanent location
to store the braille hymnal. New Easter banners were
purchased and are still on display in the sanctuary. The
committee is preparing for May’s worship theme: Noah
built the ark in the sunshine.
Education Committee — Children’s Sunday
School will take a hiatus from Memorial Day to Labor
Day. The committee is discussing the idea of partnering with the Kearney United Methodist Church or the
Richmond United Methodist Church to offer Vacation
Bible School to our children.
Church Security — The security team just purchased and installed storm shelter and exit signs, plus
added two new fire extinguishers for added protection
in the sanctuary. A training day for security staff will
be scheduled sometime in May. Work continues to add
security cameras, motion detection flood lighting and
window blinds to increase safety.

Young adults night out at
Wabash BBQ on April 30

The education committee is planning a fun
“Night Out” on Saturday, April 30 for the
young adults in our church family. They will
meet at Wabash BBQ at 6 p.m.
If it rains that day (or turns too cold), they
will reschedule for the following Saturday,
May 7.

Any adult of school-age children or
younger are invited for a fun time together.
Andrew and Cindy Price are coordinating
the details. If you are interested in
attending, please let them know so they
can organize enough volunteers to help
with child care that evening.
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REV. LAURA BLEVINS
Pastor
Laura@ESMethodist.com

KAREN GLAMANN

Administrative Assistant
Karen@ESMethodist.com

BRIAN RICE

Communications Director
Brian@ESMethodist.com

AL MILLER

Trustees Chairperson
Trustees@ESMethodist.com
Dustin McKinney, Music Director
Jerri Morris, Organist
Mike Kelley, Nursery Supervisor
Wilma Smith, Nursery Leader
Gina Smith, Nursery Assistant
Darla Sims, Preschool Director
Jenna Olcott, Preschool Assistant

My Church Family,
Thanks to everyone who made
my birthday the best ever!
I am truly blessed to have this
family. I pray for all of you to
enjoy God’s grace and love. We
are a congregation of hope!
Blessings and love to you all.
— Fred Rose
United Methodist Men’s

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
Sat. • Apr. 30
7:30 - 10:00 A.M.

Tickets are
$4 each or $10 per family

in and for providing a wonderful
meal for us. We are also grateful
for your church members who
opened their homes to our
students for the night.
Dear Friends at First United Our annual spring tour is one of
Methodist Church of Excelsior the highlights of our year, and
being able to share it with you
Springs,
Personally and on behalf of the was a great pleasure for us. We
Central Methodist University look forward to coming back
Band, I would like to offer again soon to share our music
thanks to your congregation for with you.
hosting the CMU Band during Once again, thanks so much for
our annual spring tour. We are your warm hospitality.
— Skip Vandelicht,
so grateful to you for opening
Director of Bands,
your sanctuary for us to perform
Central Methodist University

Thank you, church family,
for all your prayers, cards,
calls and food. Blessings to
each and everyone. You have
truly blessed our lives with
loving and caring thoughts in
our time of need. We praise
God for my healing and
recovery.
Thank you again and God’s
blessing to you all.
—Phyllis
Shellenberger

MAYOR’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST
Thurs. • May 5

7 - 8 A.M. at the ELMS

Tickets are $10 each and available in
the church office. Let’s see if we can
get 10 people attending and have
our church fill a table during this
national day of prayer event.

