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Let’s change some lives! Church Calendar
NOVEMBER 19 • THURSDAY
Girl Scouts meet . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 20 • FRIDAY
Set up for UMW Craft Fair  . . . . . TBA

NOVEMBER 21 • SATURDAY
UMW FALL CRAFT FAIR . . . 9:00 a.m.

NOVEMBER 22 • SUNDAY
Sunday School . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
Youth Group Planning mtg. . 11:00 a.m.
Choir Practice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11:15 a.m.
Service at Convalescent Ctr.  . 2:30 p.m.
Grief Support Group  . . . . . 3:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Practice  . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 23 • MONDAY
Installation of new sanctuary carpet begins
Education Committee   .  .  .  . 4:15 p.m.
Finance Committee   .  .  .  .  . 6:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts meet . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 24 • TUESDAY
Installation of new sanctuary carpet continues

NOVEMBER 25 • WEDNESDAY
Installation of new sanctuary carpet continues

NOVEMBER 26 • THANKSGIVING
OFFICE CLOSED

NOVEMBER 27 • FRIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

NOVEMBER 28 • SATURDAY
Girl Scout Troop 3321 work day . .12:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 29 • SUNDAY
Fifth Sunday GSC Food Drive
Sunday School . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
Choir Practice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11:15 a.m.
Grief Support Group  . . . . . 3:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Practice  . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 30 • MONDAY
Boy Scouts meet . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.

December calendar events on page 4 »

I think we can honestly say 2015 
has been a year of blessings for 
our church. God’s message to us 
this year has been, “Wake up, go 
forth, change My world!”
The financial gift of Glenn Wel-
ton has given us the opportunity 
to not only reduce our debt, but 
to become an outward think-
ing, mission oriented church. 
Mission work is everywhere if 
you just know where to look. 
Inward, we have families and 
congregation members who 
need comfort, support and the 
healing power of Jesus Christ. 
Outward, our friends, neigh-
bors and the community of Ex-
celsior Springs needs our help 
and support. Globally, we have 
countries and people facing so 
many life-threatening problems 
that we can’t even imagine. It is 
on all three of these fronts that 
God wants our church to focus 
our energy, our talents and our 
giving.
Two of these three missions are 
underway as we have touched 
the lives of several church mem-
bers on the home front, we’ve 
helped the community through 
support with the Good Samari-
tan Center and Meet the Need 
and we will continue to do so on 
a regular basis.
Now it is time to make a global 
mark in this world by taking 
God’s mission work to Africa! 
The mission team has found an 
opportunity to build a safe water 
well in Mozambique, Africa. In 
Mozambique, only 42% of the 
population has access to safe 
water and 55 children die per 
day because of water borne ill-
ness. Most people walk roughly 
2-4 kilometers every day to fetch 
water that isn’t even clean. 

Since 2009, the Mozambique 
Initiative of the Missouri An-
nual Conference, with support 
of churches all over the USA, 
has dug more than 90 safe wa-
ter wells that have impacted the 
lives of more than 200,000 peo-
ple! To find out more about the 
Mozambique Initiative please 
visit their website at www.
mzinitiative.com.
The mission team would like to 
challenge us all to set a goal and 
to build a well in the west part of 
Mozambique! The total cost of 
this well will be $13,172.
Ten percent of Glenn Welton’s 
contribution was set aside for 
mission work. Part of those 
funds will be given in a match-
ing grant with the other half to 
be raised by this church family!

The Administrative Council last 
month voted to take the holiday 
contributions of our Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and Easter ser-
vices and dedicate all of them to 
missions.
What does this mean to you? 
For your special Thanksgiv-
ing offering, we ask that you go 
above and beyond your normal 
contribution and support this 
safe water well project. Between 
the three special services, we 
hope to raise 50% of the funds, 
or $6,600, to make this Mozam-
bique well project a reality.
Please give as the Holy Spirit 
leads you and help us to meet 
the goal of raising money for 
this truly life-changing project! 
You may bring your special of-
fering any time to the church, 
or make a donation online and 
specify it is for the well project.
We will keep everyone updated 
with progress and this mission 
project takes off and flies! Thank 
you for helping us fulfill our 
mission: To bring people to the 
water, teach them to become dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ, and to send 
them out to impact the world!
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CONGRATULATIONS! OUR 2015 
APPORTIONMENTS ARE PAID

Our church has something to celebrate: 
our district and Missouri Conference ap-
portionments for 2015 have been paid in 
full! We have received certificates from 
both organizations with their thanks.
District Superintendent Cindy Buhman 
said, “I realize that completing 100% 
apportionments is often a challenge for 
congregations. So, I want you to know 
how much I appreciate your commit-
ment to this aspect of what it means to 
be United Methodist.”
She added, “I sometimes hear church 
folks talk about their apportionments as 
a bill to be paid — or even as some kind 
of tax. I prefer to think about apportion-

ments as a way that we support the con-
nectional aspect of this great church of 
ours. I have been reminded of the con-
nection during my first visits to churches 
within our district. No matter how dif-
ferent our worship styles may be — no 
matter how differently we ‘do’ things, we 
share a common tradition; we speak 
a common language; we live within a 
common polity; and we have access 
to common resources. We are United 
Methodists. And we are connected.”
Buhman ended by saying, “I am excited 
to see what God has in store for the First 
United Methodist Church of Excelsior 
Springs in the years ahead!”

We as a church should be proud of this 
accomplishment and make it our per-
sonal commitment to continue meeting 
our promise to the United Methodist 
Conference annually.

HAUGLANDS JOIN OUR GROWING FAMILY

Don’t forget, this Saturday is the 
United Methodist Women’s Annual Fall 
Festival and Bake Sale!
Invite everyone you know to visit our 
church between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 
find the building full of all sorts of fun 
holiday gift items, crafts, baked goods 
and more!
A soup and chili lunch will be available 

for purchase that day, hosted by the 
Open Door Sunday school class.
Funds from this sale will help with our 
church’s mission projects.
A few volunteers and baked goods 
are still needed. If you can help on 
Saturday, contact Debby Germann  
at 816-510-7365 or Sharon Thomson at 
816-289-0789.

Chrismon ornaments 
due December 6

The worship team wants to 
remind everyone that the 

Chrismon ornaments are due 
back on Sunday, December 

6 in time to decorate our 
Christmas Tree.  

Second Milers begins 
a new book study
Beginning in December, 

the Second Miler’s Sunday 
School class will be starting 
a new study on Luke. The 
study book is $13. New 

members are encouraged to 
join the class.  

Grief Support Group 
continues thru Dec. 6
A Grief Support Group meets 

every Sunday afternoon at 
3:30 p.m. and will continue 
being offered until Dec. 6. 

Anyone is invited to attend. 
The support group is led by 
Robert Cox, MA PLPC from 
Life Recovery Consulting.  
Church is seeking 
Hospitality Hosts
 The hospitality calendar 

has several openings 
in December. We need 

volunteers choose a Sunday 
to host our hospitality time in 
the Fellowship Hall following 
worship. If you or your family 

is interested in hosting, 
please sign up in the narthex 

or call the church office.  
UMW Nut Sales will 

wrap up in December
Don’t miss your opportunity 

to order nuts this holiday 
season. The UMW nut sales 

continue until the first of 
December. Time is running 
out so don’t procrastinate. 
A portion of the nut sales 

goes back to the Methodist 
Women to help them with 

their mission projects.

News Briefs

David Haugland and his son, Jacob, 
joined the church on Sunday, Nov. 8, 
adding to the list of new members who 
joined following Pastor Laura’s first 
Membership 101 class in October.
David is the City Manager of Excelsior 
Springs, and Jacob is a middle school 
student and a member of Scout Troop 
309. Please take a moment the next 
time you see David or Jacob to welcome 
them to our church family!
Also remember to welcome Dale 
and Geri Brown; Seth Edwards; Phil, 
Stephanie, Ben and Joe Landry; Carol 
Lautenschlager; Jim and Jerri Morris; 
Omar, Molly, Ethan, Amanda, and Ellen 
Pranke; and Edrue and Mellie Smith to 
our growing church!

THIS SATURDAY, NOV. 21
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 DECEMBER 6 DECEMBER 13 DECEMBER 20 DECEMBER 27
Worship Leader: Darryl Couts Joyce Green Morgan Schindler VonnaLee Davis
Video Tech: Tyler Stone Tyler Stone Tyler Stone Tyler Stone 
Acolytes: Landon Biermann, Jayden Biermann Emily Meehan, Jordin Price Emily Rice, Ellen Pranke  Brandon & Brennan Fry 
Children’s Time: Melissa Biermann Mary Pettegrew Margaret O’Leary Pastor Laura
Children’s Church: n/a Nancy Rucker Nancy Rucker Nancy Rucker
Nursery Helpers: Christi/Emily Rice, JaNeen/Abbi Danner Del Hennings, The Prices Brenda/Morgan Schindler, Brenda Kelley Mike Kelley, Brenda Kelley
Money Counters: Donna Simmons, Julie Hale Cathy Logston, Seth Edwards Donna Simmons, Kelly Smith Cheryl Derdich, Seth Edwards
Van Driver: Richard Dickerson Richard Dickerson Richard Dickerson Richard Dickerson
Greeters: Jean Herzog, Ginger Elmore Jean Herzog, Ginger Elmore Jean Herzog, Ginger Elmore Jean Herzog, Ginger Elmore
Ushers: Lorranie Miller, John & Donna Simmons Lorranie Miller, John & Donna Simmons Lorranie Miller, John & Donna Simmons Lorranie Miller, John & Donna Simmons
Hospitality: Courtney Zirjacks TBA TBA TBA
Communion Steward: VonnaLee Davis, Joe McCoy n/a n/a n/a
Communion Servers: Racene Bolin, Ellen Schoettger,  n/a n/a n/a
 VonnaLee Davis, Mary Miller

DECEMBER SERVANT SCHEDULE

The 2016 Servant Schedule will be made available mid-December. The list will be compiled from the 2016 Servant Commitment forms filled 
out in October. If you did not fill one out, you can get one at the church office or online at ESMethodist.com under Service + Giving tab.

In an effort to share their experi-
ences and help our church learn 
more about our new mission project 
and ministry in Africa, the Mozam-
bique Initiative Team has created a 
four-week small group study about 
the Mozambique Initiative and its 
impact. 
This four-week curriculum includes 
six high quality videos that share 
the story of the MI’s work in Mo-
zambique, a collection of original 
Mozambican worship music, and a 
corresponding study guide for small 
group discussion or sermon series 
material. The MI Team is very excit-
ed about this material and pray that 
it will be an asset to our congrega-
tion as we learn together about mis-
sion and service.
Our church will launch this 4-week 
study in January, with your choice of 
one of two different meeting times.
The first will be on Sunday mornings 
at 9 a.m. The first session begins on 
Jan. 10 and will run through Jan. 31.

The second opportunity will be on 
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
These sessions will begin on Jan. 13 
and run through Feb. 3.
The study materials are $10. Con-
tact the church office to learn more 
about ordering these materials. 
For more info on this study, please 
visit  www.mzinitiative.com.

New study in Jan. will 
explore Mozambique

The season of Advent begins 
next week as does our season 
of celebration of the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If ever there 
was a great time to “Bring People 
to the Water,” it is now, during 
the most celebrated season of the 
year.
Pastor Laura will soon begin a 
great series called “The Advent 
Conspiracy” that may change 
the way you celebrate Christmas 
forever. Everyone wants 
Christmas to be meaningful, so 
this series will focus on what 
is most important to God: your 
time, your giving, your family 
and your service.
Throughout the month, we 
will celebrate the season with a 

children’s program on Dec. 6, the 
choir’s cantata singing excerpts 
from Handel’s “The Messiah” 
and two — yes, TWO — 
Christmas Eve services to fit into 
everyone’s holiday schedule. 
Pastor Laura promises “full 
blown Christmas” on Dec. 24 
with a service at 11 a.m. and 
another at 11 p.m.
As our church continues to 
overflow with the spirit of 
Jesus, be sure to invite friends, 
family, past members, neighbors, 
coworkers and more to “Come 
to the Water” and come to know 
Jesus Christ this holiday season! 
The spirit and joy of Christmas 
is here at the United Methodist 
Church of Excelsior Springs!

Wanda Isom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 2
Michael Long  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 2
Jeanette Purgason   .  .  .  . Dec. 4
Alexis Radley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 5
Ryan Butler   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 6
Don McGiffin III   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 6

Spencer Freeman   .  .  .  .  . Dec. 7
Hunter Derdich  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 8
Jeremy Blevins   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 8
Danny Winders   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 9
Drew Decker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 12
Tim Logston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 16

Morgan Schindler   .  .  .  . Dec. 17
Carol Dooley   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 18
Joyce Green  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 18
Linda Pasalich  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 18
Racene Bolin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 20
Tristin Jeffers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 20

Lorraine Miller  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 22
Jordan Meehan   .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 25
Vicki Ballinger  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dec. 27

God Bless You All!

Members of our church family celebrating birthdays in December!
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The First United Methodist Church 
of Excelsior Springs
1650 Rainbow Blvd. | Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday
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Staff Pastor Parish 
Relations meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Calico Quilters  
Sew Day 
10 a.m. 

Girl Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6 p.m.
Venturing Crew 

meets 
6:30 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop #737 
meeting 
10 a.m.

Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Children’s Christmas 

Program during  
worship: 10 a.m.

Choir Practice: 11:15 a.m.
ESNR Service: 2 p.m.
Grief Support Group 

3:30 p.m.
Bell Practice: 5:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

7 p.m.

United Methodist Men  
& United Methodist 

Women meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Trustees meeting 
6 p.m.

Girl Scouts 
weekly meeting 

6 p.m.
Venturing Crew meets 

6:30 p.m.
PEO meeting 

7 p.m.

Prayer Shawl meeting 
9 a.m.

Boy Scouts lock-in 
5 p.m. - 10 a.m. (Sat.)

Racene’s Quilting 
Strippers meeting 

10 a.m.

Sunday School:  
9 a.m.

Christmas Cantata  
during worship: 10 a.m.

Choir Practice 
11:15 a.m.

Bell Choir Practice 
5:30 p.m.

Study Club meets 
11:30 a.m.
Boy Scout  

Court of Honor 
6 p.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

7 p.m.

Worship Committee 
meeting 

5:30 p.m.
Preschool Board 

meeting 
6:30 p.m.

Treehouse Preschool 
Christmas Program 

7 p.m.

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship service 
10 a.m.

Jane Blattner’s piano 
recital: 11:45 a.m.

Bridge Group meets 
10 a.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

7 p.m.

Office Closed
Christmas Eve  

Morning Service 
11 a.m.

Christmas Eve  
Evening Service 

11 p.m.

Office Closed

Sunday School 
9 a.m.

Worship service 
10 a.m.

Convalescent Center 
service 

2:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts 
weekly meeting 

7 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE

Administrative Council 
meeting 

6:30 p.m.

Office Closed

CHRISTMAS

2nd Sunday of Advent

3rd Sunday of Advent

4th Sunday of Advent

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Christmas Open House 
at the Blevins’ home: 
300 W. Dauxville Dr. 

Richmond, MO 64085 
6-8 p.m.

Second Miler’s 
Christmas Party at 
Lowell & VonnaLee 

Davis’s home.



5ESMethodist.com

To everyone at Excelsior Springs 
First United Methodist Church...
I’d like to extend to you a very sin-
cere, very heartfelt thank you for 
the beautiful shawl & for keeping 
me in your prayers. Dealing with 
cancer is so difficult & scary, it gives 
me strength knowing that I have so 
many loving, wonderful people in 
my corner, wishing me well. And I 
truly love my prayer shawl. It’s beau-
tiful, soft & warm, & when I wrap 
myself in it, I’m reminded that I’m 
not fighting this battle alone. It’s 
even more special because it came 
from you guys- the church fam-
ily that loved me & helped to raise 
me. So many of my favorite memo-

ries from childhood were made at 
FUMC in Excelsior- in both the 
old church & the new one. Sunday 
school, babysitting in the nursery, 
children’s choir, UMYF, the live na-
tivity at Christmastime, caroling, 
candlelit Christmas Eves, confirma-
tion classes, pot lucks & Palm Sun-
days, just to name a few. I feel very 
fortunate to have grown up in such 
an amazing church family.
Again, from the bottom of my heart, 
thank you all for your prayers & es-
pecially the beautiful shawl- I will 
treasure it forever. Your love & sup-
port means more to me than words 
can say. May God bless you all.

— Julie Van Liere

Thank you very much for all the dia-
pers, baby things, money and cake, and 
a special Thank You to the ladies who 
made it happen!  It will all come in 
handy for Astrid!   I am very hum-
bled.  Your caring attitude means a lot 
to me.                    — Lydia Smith

13 CHILDREN 
RECEIVED 

NEW BIBLES

The following people are in 
need of our prayers.  

Please help lift their needs 
up to God!

The Education Committee proudly 
presented the children of our con-
gregation with bibles on Sunday, 
Nov. 15.
The children were students in the 
third grade or were students who 
didn’t receive bibles when they 
were in the third grade. Margaret 
O’Leary led the presentation and 

Pastor Laura dedicated the bibles 
with a prayer.
A special braille version of the book 
of Matthew was presented to Jaydn 
Biermann.
In addition to Jaydn, children 
who received bibles were: Landon 
Biermann, Abby Brawdy, Bellamy 
Brockman, Bridger Brockman, 
Makenzie Cole, Brandon Fry,  
Emily Rice, Colin Sams, Ethan Sams,  
Jacob Shellenberger, Brooklyn 
Stone and Gage Simmons.
It is such a joy to see so many young 
people in our congregation every 
Sunday.

Mission Coordinator Sandy Cogdill 
would like to remind the congre-
gation of a very important mission 
with the GSC that helps with chil-
dren’s nutrition. Harvesters’ Back-
Snack program provides a weekly 
backpack filled with nutritious, 
child-friendly food for schoolchil-
dren to take home over the week-
end. Some of these children may 
not eat on weekends if not for this 
program.
Our church has volunteered to 
help pack backpacks every other 
week on Mondays beginning at 
8 a.m. The time it takes to pack 
the backpacks varies based on 
the number of volunteers who 
show up. We will not pack food 

during winter or spring breaks.
Here are the dates our church is 
scheduled to help through the rest 
of the school year:
Dec. 14 . . . . . . .4 weeks of food
Jan. 11  . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Jan. 25  . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Feb. 8  . . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Feb. 22  . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Mar. 7  . . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Mar. 21  . . . . . . .3 weeks of food
Apr. 11 . . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
Apr. 25 . . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
May 9  . . . . . . . .2 weeks of food
If you want to learn more or if you 
want to volunteer, contact Sandy at 
630-5926.

Death
• FERN ARBUCKLE 

grandmother of Jai Pate and Lura 
Clark, passed away on Oct. 31. 

Please pray for Jai, Lura and  
their families.

 

Hospitalized
• DAN & DEBBIE DORSEY 
please pray for healing for Dan.

• DON DUNCAN 
had surgery at Liberty Hospital 

recently.
  

Recovering from Surgery, Sickness 
• JOE GIFFORD  

Jerri Morris’s dad, fell and broke his 
hip. He is recovering from surgery 

and is starting rehab.
• MARGARET O’LEARY  

is recovering from hand surgery.

Cancer Patients
• CARL POWELL 

Michele McCrackin’s cousin was  
just diagnosed with Stage II  

pancreatic cancer.
• SUSAN TURNER 

has liver cancer.
• JOE GIFFORD 

Jerri Morris’s dad, has  
bone and lung cancer.
• TERESA BERRY

• JULIE VAN LIERE  
cancer concern.

• MARLA EDWARDS  
is fighting a rare and  

aggressive form of cancer.
• JOYCE CLAIRADAY 

Deborah Cleeton’s friend  
who has stage 4 cancer

Health Concerns
• JERRY SHELLENBERGER 

JOE McCOY &  
LOWELL DAVIS 

are having breathing problems.
• JILL (RICHARD) DYCHE 

a friend of Mary Pettegrew  
is in hospice care at  

Golden Living Center in Maryville. 
Jill grew up in this church and  

her mother, Minnie Morris,  
was church secretary for  

many years.
• TOM NEILBERGALL 

has heart health issues.
• LINDA 

Sandy Cogdill’s sister is scheduled to 
have back surgery on Nov. 25. 

• LIZ & TOMMY MOUSER
• KAREN GLAMANN 

recovering from a broken toe

General Prayer Concerns
• PRAY FOR PARIS  

and pray for the families who lost 
loved ones in the recent attacks.

• RICK & DEBBIE ABBOTT 
prayers for Michele McCrackin’s 

brother and sister-in-law who are 
currently in Beirut.

 
Joys & Celebrations

• CHILDREN’S BIBLES 
It was such a joy to see all the  
children receiving their bibles!  

Hallelujah!
• TIGER SOCCER TEAM  
for being 2015 district champs!

• JORDAN MEEHAN  
received his Eagle Scout Award  

this month.
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Laura@ESMethodist.com

KAREN GLAMANN
Administrative Assistant
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Communications Director
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Trustees Chairperson
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Dustin McKinney,  Music Director
Jerri Morris,  Organist
Mike Kelley,  Nursery Supervisor
Wilma Smith,  Nursery Leader
Gina Smith, Nursery Assistant
Darla Sims,  Preschool Director
Jenna Olcott,  Preschool Assistant

MILITARY & VETERANS

DINNER
& MINISTRY!

Our second veterans ministry event was 
a resounding success! More community 
churches participated; school and student 
council added their support. Over 250 
veterans and families attended!

We should all be proud of the United 
Methodist Men for launching such an 

ambitious ministry and for creating this 
tribute and service to our local veterans. 

Thank you and God bless you!


