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God Bless You, Glenn Welton Church Calendar

A

fter a prayerful 40 days
and with the voices of the
congregation heard, the finance
committee has just announced
our plan for spending the
overwhelming financial gift of
Glenn Welton.
Welton’s gift of approximately
$600,000 will be used in four
very distinct ways to honor
Glenn’s memory and to put our
church on its feet and poised
to continue God’s work in the
community.
The total amount will not be
known until Glenn’s stocks
and bonds are liquidated, but
$600,000 is the amount estimated. With that amount, the
following plan has been set:
First, we will rename the Fellowship Hall to the “Glenn Welton Fellowship Hall.” We will
place a plaque in his memory
and have a celebration meal to
commemorate Glenn and all
that he did for the First United
Methodist Church of Excelsior
Springs.
Second, we will take 10% of the
funds and earmark it for mis-

Thanks to everyone
for their thoughts,
prayers and cards during
my recovery. Special
thanks to the Prayer
Shawl Committee for the
beautiful shawl and to
those who brought
food by.
—Kathie Duncan

sion work. Part of this will pay
our 2015 apportionments. This
will be a one-time-only expense.
With that relief this year, we will
be able to create a system of financial responsibility, to hold
the congregation accountable
and to pay our apportionments
on a monthly basis beginning
in 2016. Also, with this plan,
our church plans to use our
2015 Easter, Thanksgiving and
Christmas offerings for mission work outside the church.
The remainder of Glenn’s 10%
will be used for future mission
work.

Third, we will pay down our
building fund and refinance the
remaining balance. $440,000
will be paid against our current building loan principal
of $850,000. The remaining
$410,000 principal will be refinanced at 5% for 20 years. Our
new monthly loan payment
will be $2,706, down from our
previous monthly payment of
$5,925. Our church will save
$3,219 per month or $38,628
per year with this plan.
Fourth, the remaining balance,
estimated at around $100,000
will be given to the Trustees for
necessary maintenance and repair of our church.
For years, our church has struggled with its financial burdens
and with this amazing gift from
God and Glenn Welton, we now
have the opportunity to responsibly improve our situation and
return our focus to doing God’s
will. God Bless You, Glenn Welton. The spirit of God is at work
here and we will hear His words
and do His bidding in His honor and in yours.

To my church family,
I want to thank each and every
one of you for your kindness and
Thanks you for the
patience during my time working
beautiful prayer shawl.
in the office. I have enjoyed my
It is adoring the chair in
time as Publications Editor.
Janet’s room when she was
Thank you for the great party.
here. And it’s very interesting it
Everything was wonderful!
is one of her favorite colors.
Again, thank you!
— Robert Pettegrew
— Barbara Hay

OCTOBER 15 • THURSDAY
Girl Scouts meet.  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 17 • SATURDAY
Biscuits & Gravy Breakfast.  .  7:30 a.m.
Conscious Discipline Training .  . 11:30 a.m.
Second Miler’s Social.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  TBA
OCTOBER 18 • SUNDAY
Sunday School.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9:00 a.m.
New Membership Class .  .  .  . 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Choir Practice.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11:15 a.m.
Bell Choir Practice .  .  .  .  .  .  5:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 19 • MONDAY
Bridge Group.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Finance Committee meets.  .  6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts meet.  .  .  .  .  .  .  7:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 21 • WEDNESDAY
Worship Committee meets.  .  5:30 p.m.
Ladies’ Bible Study.  .  .  .  .  .  6:00 p.m.
Preschool Board meets .  .  .  . 6:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 22 • THURSDAY
Girl Scouts meet.  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:00 p.m.
PEO meets.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:30 p.m.
Venturing Crew meets .  .  .  .  6:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 24 • SATURDAY
Meet the Need work day.  .  .  8:00 a.m.
OCT. 25 • COMMITMENT SUNDAY
Sunday School.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9:00 a.m.
New Membership Class .  .  .  . 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 a.m.
Choir Practice.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11:15 a.m.
Service at Convalescent Ctr..  2:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Practice .  .  .  .  .  .  5:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 26 • MONDAY
Education Committee meets.  4:15 p.m.
Boy Scouts meet.  .  .  .  .  .  .  7:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 27 • TUESDAY
Administrative Council meets .  .  6:30 p.m.
Keep up to date will all church activities by
visiting our online calendar at ESMethodist.com
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Pastor Laura discusses
financial responsibility
ahead of Commitment
Sunday, October 25
Stress. Anxiety. Fear. These words
capture well the state of mind of
many of us in America today. We
have witnessed dramatic market
losses, the collapse of the world’s
largest insurance company, and
many bankruptcies and mergers.
Every day seems to bring another
piece of economic uncertainty.
A recent survey found that over
three in four Americans are stressed
about the economy and their personal finances. Half were worried
about providing for their family’s
basic needs. Over half of respondents reported feeling angry and
irritable, and reported lying awake
at night worried about this. The report concludes that, “The declining

state of the nation’s economy is
taking a physical and emotional toll
on people nationwide.”
Join us in worship every Sunday
in October for a sermon series
entitled Enough: Discovering Joy
Through Simplicity and Generosity. Our nation is experiencing
what many have described as the
“American Nightmare.” Increasing
consumer debt, declines in savings, lower income growth, and a
volatile stock market are all a part of
our economic insecurity. We have
lived in a society that tells us “you
deserve it now,” whether or not we
can afford it or really even need it.
All of us have struggled with these
issues at one time or another.

They are important issues that we
cannot ignore. This is why, over
the next (number) weeks, we will
be having a churchwide study and
worship emphasis called Enough:
Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity. During this
time we will explore what the Bible
teaches us about financial management. We’ll hear expert advice
and stories about what others
have learned by working through
financial challenges. Each week
we will provide you with some
practical tools you can use to assess your financial situation and
develop a financial plan with a biblical foundation.

sis, we will have the opportunity
to make personal commitments of
our offerings to God through our
church in the coming year. We will
consecrate these commitments in
the worship service on two consecutive Sundays. You will have
an opportunity to make a commitment of your time and talents
this Sunday, Oct. 18. Then, on
Sunday, October 25, we will have
our annual Commitment Sunday
where you can pledge your financial commitment to God for 2016.

At the conclusion of the empha-

I hope you will join us in the coming weeks as we look at how we
can manage our financial resources and truly experience simplicity,
generosity, and joy.

Safe Sanctuaries is an overt expression in making congregations safe places where children,
youth and elders may experience
the abiding love of God and fellowship within the community of
faith.
Our church will be recertifying
our staff and volunteers with Safe
Sanctuary Policies and Procedures on Sunday, November 15.
Anyone working with children,
youth or vulnerable adults will
be required to take this training

regardless of when you last completed Safe Sanctuary training.
The training will take place Sunday,
November 15. We will start with
a pot-luck lunch. Bring your favorite soup or chili and we will
provide the drinks and dessert.
Lunch will begin around 11:45 a.m.
and the training will start around
12:15 p.m. For more information,
contact Safe Sanctuaries Coordinator Sharon Powell at (816) 630-8498
or Pastor Laura at (816) 863-4870 or
laura@esmethodist.com.

SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING DAY • SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

ESMethodist.com

The following people are in need
of our prayers. Please help lift
their needs up to God!

Hospitalization
• JEANETTE DECKER
had a severe heart attack.

• MARGARET BROWN
was in hospital with kidney
infection.

• DWIGHT CLEVENGER
was recovering from
heart by-pass surgery.

• MAXINE TESTER

Michele’s aunt is in the hospital.

Health Concerns
• SHIRLEY ABBOTT

Michele McCrackin’s mother, fell
and has two broken ribs.

• KOLTON COPP
Football Injury.

• JOHN ALLEN

Mary Miller’s brother is
having tests run.

• KENNY STRATTON
has swelling in his legs.

Battling Cancer
• MARLA EDWARDS
is fighting a rare and
aggressive form of cancer.

• THERESA BERRY
• JOYCE CLAIRADAY
Deborah Cleeton’s friend
who has stage 4 cancer
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MEET the NEED work day

Kris Peoples, executive director of
Meet the Need, announced that they
have some outside yard work that
needs attention. The work mostly involves removing mulch, adding rock,
etc. Kris thinks about 10 people can
do the work in just a few hours.
Pastor Laura and Kris have set aside
Saturday, October 24 for a work date.

The volunteers will start at 8 a.m. We
are also looking for about $500 worth
of materials that we’d like the church
to donate as well. A sign up sheet
for workers and materials is in the
Narthex. If you can help in any way,
please sign up. At the end of the work
day on Oct. 24, the church will be
given a tour of Meet the Need to learn
more about them and their programs.

Kris explained that their facility is
always in need of volunteers to
help throughout the week and that
they have an immediate need of a
counter/cashier to help in their store.
If you know someone, please send
them to Kris. Meet the Need is located at 1302 N. Jesse James Rd. in
Excelsior Springs. Their phone number is 816-630-9006.

BECOME A TIGER MENTOR

The Excelsior Springs Tiger Mentoring Program is a
program which matches students (K-12) with an adult
mentor, or Tiger Friend. Tiger Mentoring provides a
safe, structured framework for mentoring activities
that include simple one-one mentoring sessions, lunch
buddy programs, tutoring, reading and even things like
school to work transition or college coaching.
It’s a great way to get involved and make a positive impact on the youth of Excelsior Springs, as the mentoring
activities can be structured to fit the situation, age, and
schedule of the Tiger Friend and student. All mentoring
activities are done on school property and organized by
the district’s Tiger Mentoring coordinators, Kim Curtis
and Margaret Solis. There is no financial obligation for
volunteers and time commitment is very minimal.
Tiger Mentors, or Tiger Friends, are positive support persons who act as non-judgmental listeners, overall friends.

The role of a mentor is
simply to be a friendly
and encouraging presence to a student.
Tiger Mentors ARE
NOT: teachers helpers, counselors, therapists, special education
teacher or substitute
parents.
Get involved by visiting our church website at ESMethodist.com for an application form and questionnaire. Or contact one of the Mentor coordinators: Solis at msolis@estigers.k12.mo.us or Curtis at
kcurtis@estigers.k12.mo.us. They will provide more information and start the process which includes; application,
background screening, matching with student and even a
mentor training process.

General Prayer Concerns
• TOBIE SMITH
for knowledge, guidance,
submission to God’s plans.

• HOLLY PERKINS

for her sobriety and recovery.
Thankful for grandparents
for helping. Has a new job.

• DONNA YOUNG
Joys & Celebrations
• MARY MILLER
Birthday

• AL & MARY MILLER
49th Wedding Anniversary

• DANTIN McBEE

Sonra Siegel’s grandson was
“Little Mr. Homecoming” earlier
this month.

Harvesters’ BackSnack program provides a
weekly backpack filled with nutritious, childfriendly food for school children to take home
over the weekend. More than 100,000 children in Harvesters’ service area receive free
and reduced-price school meals during the
week, and many of those are at risk of hunger
on weekends. This program helps to ensure
these children receive food during their time
away from school.
The Good Samaritan Center needs volunteers
to help repackage these items in nondescript
bags to help students avoid embarrassment
from their peers. Two or three volunteers can
do the work in a couple of hours. If you can
volunteer for any of the dates listed here, contact Michelle Vasquez, GSC Volunteer Coordinator at 816-630-2718, ext. 26 or e-mail volunteer4goodsam@goodsamaritancenter.com.

Oct. 30 or Nov. 2 . . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Nov. 13 or Nov. 16 . .  3 weeks of deliveries
Dec. 11 or Dec. 14. .  4 weeks of deliveries
Jan. 8 or Jan. 11. . . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Jan. 22 or Jan. 25. . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Feb. 5 or Feb. 8 . . . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Feb. 19 or Feb. 22 . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Mar. 4 or Mar. 7. . . . . 2 weeks of deliveries
Mar. 18 or Mar. 21 . .  3 weeks of deliveries
Apr. 8 or Apr. 11. . . .  2 weeks of deliveries
Apr. 22 or Apr. 25. . .  2 weeks of deliveries
May 6 or May 9. . . . .  2 weeks of deliveries
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My 2016 Servant Commitment
For the First United Methodist Church of Excelsior Springs and for God

Name:____________________________________

Email:____________________________________

Phone:____________________________________

Cell:_____________________________________

2016 COMMITTEE LIST

This is the list of standing committees within the First United Methodist Church of Excelsior Springs. If you have questions regarding the responsibilities, duties or tasks
of any of these committees, please contact the church office at 816-637-2138 or by e-mail at info@esmethodist.com. Please choose your top three committee choices.
To avoid burning out our congregation, Pastor Laura will assign you to just one of these committees.

_____

Communications/Technology Committee

_____

Scholarship Committee

_____

Education Committee

_____

Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee

_____

Finance Committee

_____

Stewardship Committee

_____

Hospitality Committee

_____

Treehouse Preschool Board

_____

Kitchen Committee

_____

Trustees

_____

Lay Leader / Nominations Committee

_____

United Methodist Men

_____

Memorial Committee

_____

United Methodist Women

_____

Missions/Evangelism Committee

_____

Worship Committee

2016 VOLUNTEER LIST

This is the list of regular volunteer duties for First United Methodist Church of Excelsior Springs. In addition to the committees above,
we need volunteers to help the church operations function smoothly. Please select any volunteer task you feel called to serve.

_____

Acolyte

_____

Social Media Assistant

_____

Birthday Card Ministry

_____

Sunday School Superintendent

_____

Calling Tree Coordinator

_____

Sunday School Teachers / Subs

_____

Children’s Church

_____

Usher

_____

Children’s Time

_____

Van Driver

_____

Communion Server

_____

VBS Coordinator

_____

Communion Steward

_____

VBS Volunteer

_____

Media Ministry

_____

Video Tech

_____

Money Counter

_____

Welcome / Greeters

_____

Nursery Coordinator

_____

Worship Leader

_____

Nursery Volunteer

_____

Youth Group Leader

_____

Office Helper

_____

Youth Group Volunteer

_____

Prayer Shawl Ministry

_____

Other: ___________________

Please drop this form in the offering plate during worship or return to the church office by October 25.

ESMethodist.com
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United Methodist Men

VETERANS TO BE HONORED
WITH A SPAGHETTI DINNER
ON SATURDAY, NOV. 7
On the heels of a very successful Veterans
Picnic back in June, the United Methodist Men’s Veterans Ministry is stepping up
once again to organize a community-wide
veterans celebration this November.

This time, the dinner will be a sit down
style and food will be served to the veterans by volunteers. This will speed up the
serving process from the buffet style picnic
we held in June.

The Veterans Spaghetti Dinner will take
place on Saturday, November 7 in the
Excelsior Springs High School commons
area, located at 612 Tiger Drive in Excelsior Springs. The doors will open at
5:30 p.m. and the spaghetti dinner will be
served beginning at 6:00 p.m. As before,
this dinner is FREE to all veterans and
their families.

The Excelsior Springs Area Job Corps
Center’s Culinary Arts Department, led
by Chef Gerald Defroches, will be preparing the evening’s delicious meal. The
culinary arts students will cook the meal
in their campus kitchen, transport it to the
high school, then serve up the meal in
the school kitchen. Volunteers from area
churches and the Excelsior Springs High

Saturday

Oct. 31
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
in the church
parking lot.

School Student Council will deliver the
plates to the veterans’ tables.
Entertainment for the evening will include
patriotic music sung by members of area
church choirs including members from
our own Methodist Church lead by Choir
Director Dustin McKinney. The Job Corps
NJROTC students will begin the evening
with a flag ceremony and then later hold a
very emotional passing of the flag dedication that you won’t want to miss.
More details will follow in the coming
weeks as plans unfold. This Veteran’s Din-

ner is a collaborative effort of several area
churches and organizations including, the
First United Methodist Church, St. Ann’s
Catholic Church, Barbee Memorial Presbyterian Church, the Church of the Nazarene, Community of Christ, Woods Memorial Church, the E.S. Job Corps Center,
the VFW and the Excelsior Springs School
District.
To sign up to help with this growing veteran’s ministry, please contact Fred Rose
at (816) 668-6689, Gary Stewart at (816)
630-6105 or Darryl Couts at (816) 5077515.

Please help us host this fun and safe Halloween event for the
children of our church and community! We need lots of candy
plus volunteers to decorate the trunks of their vehicles, dress in
costumes and help give out the goods! We will also have a photo
booth set up to take pictures of all the kids in their costumes.
We will need lots of volunteers and lots of candy. If you can
help, please sign up in the narthex or call Gary Stewart at 816630-6105.

United Methodist Women

New Northwest District
Fall Meeting is Oct. 24

Say a prayer for the United Methodist Women’s Heartland North District.
We’re bidding it farewell as our church
becomes part of the new Northwest District in the coming year. What does that
mean? What changes are in store for us
in the new district?
Join the United Methodist Women’s New
Northwest District Fall Meeting on October
24 for all the answers. The meeting will
be held at the Cameron United Methodist
Church, 291 N. Pine Street, Cameron, MO.
Registration and fellowship begins at 9
a.m. The meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. This
important meeting will include electing new

officers and voting on new standing rules
and financial policies for the New Northwest District. You can review this information ahead of time by going online to: moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen and
click on the Northwest District. You can also
visit their Facebook page to get the same
information. If you plan to attend, please
read these ahead of time so we don’t have
to read everything line by line.
Registration is $5 and lunch is another
$5. Total cost is $10 per person. If you’d
like to attend the meeting, contact Sharon
Thomson at sk.thomson@yahoo.com or
(816) 289-0789. It’s past registration deadline, but we might be able to fit you in.

VAN TRANSPORTATION CHANGES
There has been no need for van drivers for the
past few months. So from now on, if you need
transportation to and from church, please call the
office ahead of time and we’ll arrange having a
van driver that week. Call 816-637-2138 during
regular office hours.

THE METHODIST WOMEN ARE
GOING NUTS AGAIN THIS SEASON!

The United Methodist Women’s annual fundraiser event is back and in full
swing. Order forms for delicious Farmstead Nuts and Treats are available in
the narthex or available for download at ESMethodist.com. Orders will be
sent in periodically throughout the season between now and the first of December. Just fill out your order form and bring it back to the church or deliver it to one of the Methodist Women. A portion of the nut sales goes back
to the Methodist Women to help them with their mission projects, both local
and across the globe. If you have questions about this fundraiser, contact
project coordinator Carol Dooley at cdooley54@mchsi.com or 630-1341.

RECYCLING MAKES CENTS FOR THE CHURCH
Two recent trips to the KC Recycling Center netted $150.39 for the church.
A September trip recorded 221 lbs. and an October trip recorded 169 lbs.
of aluminum cans. Please consider bringing your aluminum cans to the
church. We have a recycling bin in the fenced area at the southwest corner
of the parking lot. We can also take scrap aluminum like windows, lawn
chairs, guttering, etc. Thank you for your support!
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Wilma Smith, Nursery Leader
Darla Sims, Preschool Director
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Welcome new staff members:
Ron Cogdill and the SPPC are excited the announce the addition of two new staff members
to our church. First, Brian Rice has joined the
staff as our new Director of Communications.
This is the new title of the position formerly known
as Publications Editor held by Barbara Hay for the
past 14 years. Brian will not only be handling the
publication duties of the church’s newsletter and
bulletin, he will broaden the role of communications
to include our social media formats including the
website, Facebook and Twitter. He will also chair the
new Communications Committee.
If you have information you’d like to share with the
church or include in future newsletters, Brian can be
reached via e-mail at brian@esmethodist.com or by
cell phone at 816-589-9966.

Negative Attitudes can be changed!
“With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation”— Isaiah 12:3

I was in the drive-thru at McDonalds with my kids one day and I noticed something, the people
working the windows seldom seem happy. What would happen then if I offered a friendly smile,
or a kind word to these workers? In my research I realized that it didn’t often do anything to
change the attitude of the person helping me. I started noticing negative people in the grocery
store, and at the dry cleaners. It seems as though negativity was catching on. Is this something
in our culture? Negativity can be contagious, and the honest truth: It starts with us!
If we are negative we will find more negativity, if we are happy we will find more happiness.
I had a brilliant idea: I was going to have the most happy people I know encounter the
workers at the drive-thru and see if that made a difference. Maybe you know these
positive little forces in my life: my children, Joshua and Rachel.
They are always laughing and having fun. So, the next time I went through the drive-thru
I rolled down my window and asked my kids to say hello to the workers. It WORKED! The
workers smiled and started talking with my kids. Joshua would ask their names, and then
introduce himself and Rachel. Now, every time go through a drive-thru Joshua and Rachel
want me to roll down their window so they can talk. Their happiness is contagious.

Our second hire was just announced during church
on Sunday. Gina Smith joins our team as the second
We need to stop the negativity in our lives. We need to be reminded that no matter how
Nursery Helper. Our growing number of children in the
bad a situation is, God is in control. God is never going to leave us, and promises to
nursery on Sundays has prompted us to hire a second
always
be with us. So, try a little field research with me. Try being positive instead of
helper. Gina will be joining Wilma Smith with those duties
being negative. Try finding the happiest people in your life and spend more time
and started this past Sunday. We are still in need of volwith them. See if their happiness doesn’t rub off on you.
unteers to help Wilma and Gina. If you’d like to join the list,
contact the church office or Mike Kelley, nursery coordinator,
God does not want you to live a miserable life, and there is no reason to be
at (816) 630-0434.
negative all the time. My prayer for you today is that you feel the joy of God

and let that happiness spread over all aspects of your life.

LIKE us at
facebook.com/
ESMethodist

FOLLOW
us on Twitter
@ESMethodist

VISIT
our web site at
ESMethodist.com

In Christ,

Pastor Laura

