September 8, 2015
To Bring people to the water, Train them to become disciples of Jesus Christ and Send the out to impact the world.

We Did It!
Food Drive Challenge
We were challenged by Pastor Laura
to collect 1,000 pounds of food for
Good Samaritan Center.
We collected

2,910.25 pounds!
Way to go!

Schedule for Serve 2015
8:15 — Light breakfast at Good Samaritan
8:45 — Assignments given out
9:00 — Work starts
11:30-1:30 — Come and go sack lunch
1:00 — 1:30 — back to work
Sunday, September 13 — Following worship—
Celebration Pot Luck Lunch

Hygiene Bags for 2015
Items for the hygiene bags will be bagged
on Serve 2015, September 12, at the church, at
9:00 a.m.
Check our the website at ESMehodist.com
for more information

Celebration Lunch
We will celebrate the success of
Serve 2015 with a potluck lunch
following worship, on
Sunday, September 13.
Bring something good to eat to share.
Enjoy the fellowship and stories from
Serve 2015.
Everyone is invited.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m. — Sunday School for
5th grade-adult
10:00 Worship Service
During Worship Service-Children’s Church for
Preschool-4th grade
Followed by hospitality in the

New Membership Class
Starts Sunday October 4th
9:0 a.m.
Interested in membership at First UMC?
Come to this 4 week class on Sunday
mornings. For more information contact
Pastor Laura at laura@esmethodist.com

Youth Meeting Tuesday,
September 29th at 6pm
Anyone interested in youth at First UMC is
invited to attend this meeting to plan
events for the year. For more information
contact Pastor Laura at
laura@esmethodist.com
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Prayer Concerns

Minister: Every Member
Hospitalized
Pastor—Laura Blevins
Karen Glamann - Secretary
Barbara Hay - Publications
Jerri Morris - Organist
Dustin McKinney -Music
Director
Wilma Smith - Nursery
Assistant
Lorraine Miller - Care &
Concern
Preschool Director-Darla Sims
Preschool Board Chairperson
–Joyce Green
Want to know more about
The United Methodist
Church? Check it out on the
web! ESMethodist.com

Church Office Hours

Dan Dorsey

Michael Davis

Upcoming surgery
The Morris Family
Death
Pastor Laura’s grandmother, Helen Hilton

Bob Petegrew’s sister

Cancer Patients
Friend of Deborah Cleeton
General Health Concerns
Jeff Dillon
Recovering
Joy, Thanks, & Celebration
General Prayer Concerns
The ones who are hungry, shelter, sick an the Christians to help lead us to
help them
Tobie Smith

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Monday through Friday
We care about you!
Please call or e-mail
laura@esmethodist.com
karen@esmethidist.com
barbara@esmethodist.com
to inform the pastor and staff
of hospitalizations, illnesses,
special needs or blessings.
Website:
esmethodist.com
Like us on Facebook at
First United Methodist
Church of Excelsior
Springs

Payer concerns will only remain on the list for that current month. At the beginning of each month, we will list current prayer concerns and if you would like someone
to remain on the current list, please let the church office know. Please let the church
office know if there are any updates during that month.

Enough Commitment Series

Money has great power in our lives. Used wisely, it is one key to accomplishing our
goals, providing for our needs, and fulfilling our life purpose. In recent years, many of
us ignored the wisdom of the past when it came to managing and spending our money.
Credit card debt soared, savings rates plummeted, and our home equity became something to be tapped into and spent rather than a source of security in retirement. We felt
an insatiable desire for more. And we found ourselves spending tomorrow’s money today in order to have what we hoped would satisfy. The result of all of this was not

Church Attendance
August 30
September 6

182
126

greater happiness and satisfaction, but greater stress and anxiety.
Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bible’s wisdom when it comes to prudent financial practices. Through this series we will look at the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming fear, and discovering joy through simplicity and generosity. This
book could change your life, by changing your relationship with money. At the end of
the series we will ask that the church make a commitment of ENOUGH to God through
acts of worship, mission, prayer and tithing.
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Education Committee News
Our Education Committee is working hard to get things
organized.
Children’s Church: Nancy Rucker, Sharon Dickerson and
Megan Sams will lead this class for children through fourth
grade. This will be during worship service.
VBS: Since attendance was poor for Family Fun Night last
summer, Cindy Price will chair VBS for 2016 and a lot of volunteers will be needed.
UMYF: Leaders are needed for United Methodist Youth Fellowship for our youth grades 5 through 12. Our congregation
is blessed with so many people capable of making a difference in the lives of our youth.
Sunday School: As of now we are thinking about having all
Sunday School classes meet at 9 a.m. so families would not
be divided for Sunday School.
K-4th grade teachers — Melissa & J. D. Biermann,
Rebecca Kiehl, and Christi Rice
5th-8th grade teachers — Cindy & Andrew Price,
Mary Miller. We could use another teacher.
High School teachers: Del Henings & Daryl Couts.
We could use another teacher.
Adult class: Randy Barnes has offered to help with a class
for adults between the Open Door class and the High School
class. Help will be needed with this.
Nursery: We are lucky to have our nursery numbers growing. An additional nursery worker will be hired to work on
Sundays from 9 a.m.– 11:00 a.m. This will be in addition to
the volunteers from the congregation.
Pastor Laura: will be having some classes meeting at 9:00
a.m. which will be announced later.
Margaret O’Leary: Chair of the Education Committee.

Our sincere sympathy goes to Pastor
Laura and her family in the passing of
her grandmother.

Dear FUMC,
Thank you so much for the goody
bags for students at Treehouse Preschool. I have been so impressed at
the outpouring of love an generosity you
have shown. Thank you for taking an

Phone Tree
We are looking into establishing
a phone tree for people who don’t
have a computer or use e-mail.
We are looking for an individual
who would be willing to call people to
let them know about a death, visitation, and funeral information. Please
call the church office if you would be
interested.
There will be a sign-up sheet on
the table in the narthex for those who
would like this type of service.
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Excelsior Springs, MO 64024-1161
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 Sunday School for 6th grade-adult
10:00 Worship service
During worship service Children’s Church
for K-5th grades

Pastor’s Column
Meet the Pastor Success: Laura's Door always open!Thank you to everyone who
came out to one of the Meet the Pastor events these past two months. I have truly enjoyed
learning more about the congregation. During these meetings I asked three simple questions:1. What brought you to First UMC?2. What is your favorite thing about the church?3. What
is the one thing that you would change?
I got a variety of different answers, but saw some common themes. First, every single group
meeting mentioned the need for more youth programs at the church. I completely agree with
this assessment and have started by offering Sunday School to all ages. I ask for your help in
this too, if you are interested in doing more things with the youth I would like to have a event
planning meeting on Tuesday, September 29th at 6pm.Second, every group mentioned that
the friendly people at First UMC caused them to stay. This I know is truth, and am very excited
to be among such fun people here at First UMC!
Finally, every group was also concerned with how we would deal with the wonderful gift from
Glenn Welton. The 40 days of prayer ended, and now we are working on a plan to present to
Ad-Council at the end of this month. Ad-Council will vote on this plan, and then we will take it
to the entire congregation. If you feel that you would like to be a part of this planning process,
contact the church office and we will let you know when the next meeting will be scheduled. I
can't wait to see what God is going to do with this congregation. I am blessed to be your pastor and look forward to all of our time together!
Blessings, Pastor Laura

