August 25, 2015
To Bring people to the water, Train them to become disciples of Jesus Christ and Send the out to impact the world.

Food Drive Challenge
Pastor Laura is challenging the
congregation to bring in 1,000 pounds
of food for the Fifth Sunday Food
drive.
The most we have ever collected is around 500 pounds. So think
Heavy!
Bring your sacks to church by
Sunday, August 30.
We all want to see Pastor Laura
with Pink or Blue Hair!

First UMC Tree House Preschool
First day MWF classes — September 2
First day T-Th class — September 3
Please keep our children and teachers
in your prayers.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m. — Sunday School for
6th grade-adult
10:00 Worship Service
During Worship Service-Sunday School for
Preschool-5th grade
Followed by hospitality in the

September 12th

Serve 2015

The missions committee now has a list
of jobs that we can do to help the Good Samaritan Center during our SERVE 2015 mission project on September 12, 2015. The project will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. that day,
and we'll have morning and afternoon shifts
to suit
almost anyone’s schedule.
Morning jobs available: Clean the produce
shelves, clean the pantry, sort clothing, paint
the front office (first coat), mounting shelves,
repackage items, repackage diapers, and
package meat.
Afternoon jobs available: Stock pantry
shelves, sort clothing, and paint the front
office (second coat).
Sign up for your shift on the forms available in
the church narthex or check out our website
at ESMethodist.com

Schedule for Serve 2015
8:15 — Light breakfast at Good Samaritan
8:45 — Assignments given outt9:00 — Work starts
11:30-1:30 — Come and go sack lunch
1:00 — 1:30 — back to work
Sunday, September 13 — Following worship—
Celebration Pot Luck Lunch

Hygiene Bags for 2015
The Open Door Sunday school class will be
purchasing items for 100 hygiene bags for the
Good Samaritan Center. Items will be bagged on
Serve 2015, September 12, at the church, at 9:00
a.m.
There is sign-up sheet in the narthex for
those wishing to help with this project.
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Minister: Every Member
Pastor—Laura Blevins
Karen Glamann - Secretary
Barbara Hay - Publications
Jerri Morris - Organist
Dustin McKinney -Music
Director
Wilma Smith - Nursery
Assistant
Lorraine Miller - Care &
Concern
Preschool Director-Darla Sims
Preschool Board Chairperson
–Joyce Green
Want to know more about
The United Methodist
Church? Check it out on the
web! ESMethodist.com

Prayer Concerns
Hospitalized
Mary Craven
Upcoming surgery
Deborah Cleeton
Marian Gish
Death
Jonathon Wood’s father
Cancer Patients
Charlie Ketron
Julie VanLiere

Elijah
Jim Morris

Charlie Ketron

Alice Martin

Susie Turner
Colin Gage

Harry Stolle
Ryan

General Health Concerns
Gene Morris
Geary Engeman
Jack Dodge

Pat Alcott

Recovering
Richard Sznejkowski
Church Office Hours
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Monday through Friday
We care about you!
Please call or e-mail
laura@esmethodist.com
karen@esmethidist.com
barbara@esmethodist.com
to inform the pastor and staff
of hospitalizations, illnesses,
special needs or blessings.
Website:
esmethodist.com
Like us on Facebook at
First United Methodist
Church of Excelsior
Springs

Church Attendance
August 16
August 23

143
175

Joy, Thanks, & Celebration
Joy-Steve and Carolyn Rice’s 49th anniversary—congratulations
Becky Rice & Spencer Sznejkowski –wedding
Joy to see so many in church Special thanks to those bringing items
Good Samaritan Center food Drive
General Prayer Concerns
Bob & Linda Allen-empty nesters
Students going back to school
Peace fo Peggy Riley

Aaron
Jonathan Wood-deployment to
Germany

Meet the Pastor!
There are still a few dates left
Thursday, August 27, 6:00 p.m. at the church
Tuesday, September 1, 6:00 p.m. at Mike and Nancy Garrett’s
Wednesday, September 2, 10:00 a.m.at Mike an Brenda Kelley’s

FIRST NEWS

Thanks to…
Ken Dickey, Gary Stewart, Seth Edwards, Donnie &
Kathy Duncan, and Barry McCrackin for all of their hard work
with the parsonage.
*********************************************************************
Kelly Jones and Ramona Lewis for the wonderful
special music on Sunday.
*********************************************************************
Glory Be to God,
Warmth and love will wrap me within the prayer
shawl for years to come. Thank you to everyone for the
prayers and love.
Debbie Cleeton
Thank you for the beautiful shawl I received while at
the hospital.
Dana Taylor
Prayer Shawl Ministry,
A big thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl. I will
cherish it in good time and also in rough time.
Love to you all.
Doores Landry
Deafr Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Thank you so much for the prayer shawl and card
that was given to us by our niece, Sharon Thomson. My husband and I will both enjoy it often and know that we are in
God’s hands and he will see us through this.
Gene & Lee Morris
Dear Racene and Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Thank you for the most precious gift of a shawl after
Mother’s death. Mother loved this church and knew so many
women through UMW. I have wrapped myself in the comfort
of my shawl several times already.
Thank you for thinking of me.
Diane McDaniel (Doris Collins Moore)
My Dear Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Last Christmas a box arrived with prayers shawls for
my sister and myself. We were so surprised and we keep
them in our breakfast room to use every morning and night.
The prayer on the back of the leaflet simply describes all of
the feeling that I have had.
Thank you so much,
Judy Dennison

Our sympathy goes out to the
Martin and George families on the
recent passing of Alice Martin.

Nursery News
Our nursery
needs are growing!
The nursery is in the
process of being
moved and upgraded.
Rooms 1 and 3
will be the new rooms. There are plans
to have a door between these rooms for
ease of supervision. The rooms have
been painted and things are being
moved into the new space. Thanks to
those who helped with this.
There is a need for more help on
Sunday mornings in the nursery as more
children are in there. It is hoped to
split the toddlers from the infants in
order to provide better care of our

Phone Tree
We are looking into establishing
a phone tree for people who don’t
have a computer or use e-mail.
We are looking for an individual
who would be willing to call people to
let them know about a death, visitation, and funeral information. Please
call the church office if you would be
interested.
There will be a sign-up sheet on
the table in the narthex for those who
would like this type of service.
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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 Sunday School for 6th grade-adult
10:00 Worship service
During worship service Children’s Church
for K-5th grades

Pastor’s Column
Testimony
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.1 Peter 3:15
I do not remember a time in my life when I didn't believe in God. Even when I was little, I remember looking in the
mirror and wondering why did God make me? I have always had God in my life. I grew up in a Christian home,
and we went to church. In fact when I was in high school I couldn't go out on the weekend unless I had been to
church the previous week. (my parents were way too clever with this idea) It wasn't until I was 14 years old that I
knew what God wanted me to be a pastor. I was scared out of my mind. First, I didn't know any female pastors,
second, I didn't think that I was good enough to be a pastor. For many years I struggled with this call from God. I
thought I must have heard Him wrong and therefore looked for others things in life to be my "career."After I graduated from Central Methodist I felt lost and confused. I was unhappy with my life. I didn't feel fulfilled. That's when
my life changed for the better. I finally said "yes" to God, and decided to go to seminary--six months later I was
serving two small churches in South Kansas City. God has a funny sense of humor about these things. God reminds
me every day that I am here, not on my own merit, but on His. I am able to do his work in this world because of his
love and mercy and grace. My testimony is different than any other person, because it is MY testimony. Over
these past 10 years that I have served churches, I have never been happier. Things haven't always been easy.
But, I knew that I wasn't alone. In fact it was after I said "YES" to God that I met my husband, got married and had
two incredible children. God has changed my life for the better. As I have been here these past two months serving the wonderful people of First UMC and the amazing town of Excelsior Springs, I have learned some of your testimonies. I have seen God working through the town, and through this congregation. So I am inviting you to share
with me your testimony with me. There is an easy formula of "testimony" that you can use as a tool to help you tell
your story.1. What was your life before? Was there an incident in your story that changed you? what were you like
before that incident? what was your relationship like before you committed to God in a more serious way? 2.
What happened that made you commit to God in a more serious way? Was it an illness, or crisis? What was that
situation like? 3. What is your life like now? Now that you believe in God, and are more committed to Him?
I look forward to hearing your stories. May God continue to bless you!
In Christ, Pastor Laura

