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Sundays in May     2021 – Easter Season             

Services at 10:00 am                                 
 

May 2nd “Abide in Christ Love” 
           1st Communion Sunday 
     

 May 9th “Friends In Christ” 
    Remember – it’s Mother’s Day   
 

 May 16th- “Joy In Belonging” 
              Ascension Sunday 
 
                     

 May 23rd    PENTECOST SUNDAY – 
               CONFIRMATION SUNDAY  

                    “Come, Holy Spirit”                        
                 

            May 30th –Trinity Sunday –  

             “The Mystery of God’s Love”                 
                      -Memorial Weekend     

             
                           WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES – 7:00 pm  

                          In-person with masks and social distancing 
 

May 5th,   12th & 26th - Service of Word & Prayer                                                                                                                                 
May 19th In-person Holy Communion sign-up– 10 am, noon, 2 pm or 7 pm. 

   

Cross Talk 
May 2021 

mailto:orl4040@att.net


 
 

  During this “week of Sundays” between Easter and Pentecost, we celebrate our 
“baptism life” as brothers and sisters of the  

crucified and risen Lord Jesus.   
  --  By the grace of God, we are a resurrection people. 

 

  Within this time, we will welcome children to the communion table, honoring our commitment 

to nurture our children in baptism faith.   We will celebrate with confirmation students who 

affirm their baptism.  We will commit ourselves to our mission in Christ who sent us into the 

world with Good News and the promise of the Spirit’s power and love, saying – 
 

“All authority I heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you ….And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

  What difference does this make in the world in which we live?  Many live in fear, …fear of 

neighbor, fear of authorities, fear of unseen threats, …fear of the future.  God’s love has the 

power to cast out fear and to transform the way we live with others.  The disciples who first hid 

behind locked doors became the bold witnesses to the power of God’s love.  What will our 

witness look like?  How might we advocate for justice and mutual respect?   In what ways can 

we open our community and families to deeper compassion and care?   
 

   In Holy Baptism we were each blessed with the gift of the Holy Spirit:  “the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel land might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy, …both now and forever.”  We were “sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever” and commanded: “Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and glorify you Father in heaven.”   

    -  This is what it means to be a people of the Resurrection,…the body of Christ on earth. 

 

                                                                Pastor Susan Lidums 



 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
We will meet in person on 
Thursday, May 13th, in the 
Fellowship Hall. The topic is 
“Journey of Generations” …stepping 
outside our generation..a great topic 
for Ascension Day!  Invite a woman 
of different generation than you.  
  –Praying God’s Peace, Pastor Sue  
 

    Bi-monthly  
Adult Bible Study  
  Meets on Monday mornings twice a 
month.  We continue our reading of 
Isaiah, a study that has many 
parallels to today and inspires us 
with messages of God’s ever-
present love.  We will likely continue 
meeting by ZOOM but are open to 
gathering in the fellowship hall if 
there is an interest, especially from 
folks interested in joining the study.      
  - Pastor Sue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Geraniums  
  for 
Pentecost        
Sunday 
Please sign up by 

May 16th. If you wish to 

purchase one or more red 

geraniums to decorate the 

chancel for Pentecost, let us 

know by calling the church or 

sending us an email. Cost: $4.50 

___ 

Flowers may be taken home after 

the service on May 23
rd

 or left for 

planting around the church. 

 
 

 

May 6th 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
May 2nd - 1st Communion  

For Asante Marisa & 
Elliott Olivo 

(We may need to limit in-
person worship to families 

and special guests of these 
children - watch for notices.) 

 
May 23rd – Confirmation 

For Gabrielle Sumner & 
McKenzie McDaniel 

(Again, we may need to limit 
in-person worship to families 
and special guests of these 
youth - watch for notices.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU to those who 

participated in 40 days of “Love 
your Neighbor” for Habitat’s 

FAITH BUILD  
We have collected $595.00 
(If you have not sent in your 

collection, please do so this week)  
++++++++++++ 

 

 

Needs Box for May 
Baby Wipes for  

Little Lambs Compassionate 
Ministry Center 

 

 

 

 

Springtime 
   Walk along the River 

Sign up & Collect pledges for  
Food Bank. 

Join friends in a walk along the River, 
Saturday, May 22nd at 11:00 a.m., 

beginning at the Veterans memorial on 
Genesee Road just south of Flint 

River.  We will enjoy a lunch at the 
Blue Gill Landing and return on the 
same path…easy paved pathway. 

Supported by Thrivent Financial 
Action Team 

Looking Ahead … 
 

Saturday Bible Study 
“Marked with the Sign 

of the Cross,” 
rescheduled from our 2020 

calendar.   We will meet in the 
fellowship hall (or outdoors if the 

weather is nice).  
Please bring a cross that means 

something to you.  
 Saturday, June 12th; 9 – 11 a.m. 

(No need to register) 
 



SEMI MI Synod  
Assembly will meet 

by ZOOM on Saturday, 

May 15
th

.  Along with Pastor Sue, 

council has appointed Maikayla 

Josling and Steve Hatfield to be 

our voting members (both were 

appointed for the 2020 Assembly 

that did not meet.)  Please keep the 

Assembly in prayer as they meet for 

this business meeting. 

  Friday, May 14
th

, YOU ---all 

members of the synod are invited to 

tune into the Synod Worship Event 

on the ELCA Facebook (time is 

likely 7:00 p.m. which will be 

confirmed before that date). 

 

Mind-body-spirit 

WELLNESS---- 
Thank you notes— 

I appreciate the faithful 
commitment to Council and 
committee work done by ORL 
members, and those willing to 
participate safely in our worship 
services, and to the ladies who 
keep on quilting, during this 
challenging time. It was a blessing 
to have our powerful Lenten and 
Passion week services, and in- 
person Communion services in the 
fellowship hall. I was invited by 
pastor to write original prayers of 
the people for the 5 Weds eve 
services of Lent and that was most 
meaningful to me. Thanks to the 
music and video teams who are 
faithful in their gifts of time and 
talent on our behalf. Pastor Sue’s 
daily prayers and creative ways of 
providing pastoral care support 
during this time of physical 
separation are most appreciated. I 
have gratitude for all those who 
join the Prayer Chain in daily prayer 
support, for and those who send 
encouraging cards or make phone 
calls as needs are made known. 
Special thanks to Debbie Lambourn 
for her gift of beautiful handmade 
greeting cards for use in my health 

ministry. This is truly a little church 
with a big heart. 
Joy Burns 

 

May 2021 Health ministry: 
So…Another month in the COVID19 
global pandemic and with the 

continued need to 
keep practicing COVID 
smart behaviors, as 
we all work together 

to mitigate this novel virus. At this 
writing, 68% of Michigan’s seniors 
have received one dose and over 
57% are fully vaccinated. As of 
4/19/21 182,864 Genesee county 
residents have received COVID19 
vaccine, according to Genesee 
County Health Dept website. To 
pre- register for vaccine there go to 
www.gc4me.com   
 Now all folks ages 16 and over are 
eligible for COVID 19 vaccination. I 
shared an email with updated 
vaccination site information to all 
ORL members. Genesee County 
Health dept has good vaccine 
supply and now this week also 
offers options for drop- in 
vaccination at several locations 
including some schools and 
churches. For details of this 
information go to   
https://www.gchd.us/covid19vacci
ne/    
I recently visited a small family- 
owned drugstore after getting a tip 
from one of our members. Abc  
Discount Pharmacy 5446 Lapeer Rd 
Burton has Moderna vaccine at 
present and likely will re-offer J & J 
vaccine in coming week, after CDC 
review is completed. Register on- 
line at 
www.healthmartcovidvaccine.com  
to schedule an appointment at Abc 
Pharmacy. Appointment only no 
walk ins. Since this business is 
nearby our church location and is 
small, it might be a good fit for you 
to consider. Vaccines continue to 
be available at Meijer, Walgreens 
and RiteAid pharmacies. Some 

physician’s offices are able to 
provide COVID vaccines to their 
patients with pre- appointments. 
 Please take action to protect 
yourself. All of the vaccines have 
proven very effective to prevent 
severe illness and reduce 
hospitalizations and death. At 
present there is an increase in 
COVID hospitalizations of persons 
who are in 20-40 yrs of age. Sadly, 
Michigan is a national hotspot for 
virus surges. The B117 UK variant is 
the dominate strain and is highly 
transmissible and can cause more 
severe illness. Children are more 
likely to be variant virus carriers, 
than they were with 1st strain 
COVID virus. COVID fatigue and 
frustrations can be demonstrated 
by non- compliance with wearing 
well- fitting nose and mouth 
covering masks, and not honoring 
safe physical distancing. Unless and 
until a majority are vaccinated or 
have had COVID disease, our nation 
will not achieve herd immunity. I 
am grateful that millions in USA are 
now vaccinated and pray that we 
keep encouraging others to do so. 
Other countries are less vaccinated 
and since it is a global pandemic, 
our smart health practices are a 
benefit to others. Do you know that 
in USA, 100 persons die daily as a 
result of motor vehicle accidents?  
We surely will continue to (safely) 
use our cars and trucks. Only 6 
individuals out of 7+ million had 
complication of clot after J & J 
vaccine. During the pause, careful 
re- evaluation is being conducted 
on J & J vaccine. Overall, following 
the scientific data, the benefits of 
vaccines against SARS-COV-2 far 
outweigh the risks.   
Hopefully genuine Spring weather 
will return and our ability to be 
outdoors and engage with others 
will increase in the coming months. 
We are all in this together.   
Take good care, parish RN Joy 
 

http://www.gc4me.com/
https://www.gchd.us/covid19vaccine/
https://www.gchd.us/covid19vaccine/
http://www.healthmartcovidvaccine.com/


 

Worship 

Schedules 
Lectors 

2 10:00 Jennifer Arsenault 
9 10:00 Marilyn Lewinski 
16 10:00  
23 10:00  
30 10:00  
         

                      Greeters 
2 10:00 Joy Burns 
9 10:00 Dawn Morgan 
16 10:00 Jan Albaitis 
23 10:00 Judy Sobey 
30 10:00 Richard & Nancy 

Gunnell 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

7 Draven Williams 
10        Samantha Elliott 
 Addison McDaniel 
11 Michael E. Stokes III 
13 Carson Baker 
16        Melissa Morris 
17        Debbie Callahan 
18 Kim Erman 
23        Neil Peterson 
25        Jill Cobb 
 LaRene Klink 
30 McKenzie McDaniel 
  

ANNIVERSARIES 

16     Don & Ersel Nichols ('64) 
19     Brad & Carolyn  
           McDougall      ('90) 
22     Mark & Cindy Archibald  
            ('76) 
23     Rick & Connie Sumner  
            ('70) 
         Steve & Jill Thom ('80) 
25     Dick & Nancy Gunnell 
             ('68) 

STEWARDSHIP  THANKS 
“We are caretakers not owners 

of resources given to us … 
Stewardship is everything we do 

to serve God’s will. 
 

THANK YOU…to Jayne 
Britzman, Anita and Chris 
Gagnon for clearing the 

 flower beds. 
 

Thank You … 
   Judy Sobey 
     Patti Lindsay 
     Denise Beels McElfresh 
     Steve & Holly Hatfield 
     Dawn Morgan   
for picking up the debris 
around the church property.- 
You can help out by picking 
up what you see as it blows 
in. 
 

THANK YOU --, 

I am blessed to have ORL in 
my life. Thank you for the 

Prayers and cards after my 
surgery. Miss seeing 

everyone. Sending LOVE 
Marilyn Hardy 

 

Brief Service of  
Holy Communion 

Wednesday 
May 19th   
10:00 am, 
12:00 pm, 

2:00 pm & 7:00 pm   
You will need to register for one 

of those times. Each family 
group will be seated at a table 

spaced apart for safety. 
 

 

A Blessing for 
Mothers 

 

 

 

 

A heart that can hear every 

unspoken need. Wisdom to 

know when to quietly lead. 

Hands that reach out, 

always helping and sharing. 

A MOTHER IS CARING! 
 

Eyes that reflect every joy 

that you find. Arms to 

encircle, but never bind. A 

talent for making the most 

out of living. 

A MOTHER IS GIVING! 
 

A voice that can soothe or 

inspire or delight. A smile 

that keeps shining when 

things don’t go right.  
 

An angel God sends us from 

HEAVEN above. 

A MOTHER IS CARING 

AND GIVING  

AND LOVE!! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

   
 

 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       1 
9:30 am 
1st Communion 
  Class 

2  
10:00 am  
 Worship 

FIRST 
COMMUNION 

3 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
ZOOM 
 

4 
 
 
7:00 pm 
 Social Ministry- 
   
 

5 
 
 
7:00 pm 
 Worship Service 

6 
NATIONAL 

DAY OF 
PRAYER 

 7:00 pm 
Property 
7:00 pm  
Worship & Music 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
MOTHERS 
DAY 

 
 
10:00 am 
Worship 

10 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
 
7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
ZOOM 
 

11 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  
Gather & Grow 
  Disciples  
 

12 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
 Worship Service 

13 

Ascension 
Day 

 
7:00 pm 
Women’s bible 
study 
 

14 
 
  
Synod Worship 

Service 
on-line 

15 
 
9:00-3:00 
Virtual Synod 
Assembly ZOOM 

16  
 
10:00  am  
 Worship 

 

17 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
class -in person 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Council    

19 Holy 

Communion 
10 am, noon, 
2 pm & 7 pm 
In fellowship 

hall - 
Sign up 

20 
 

 
 

 

21 
 

22 
11:00 am 
River Walk 
 -Food Bank 
fundraiser 

23 
PENTECOST 
10:00 am 
Worship  
CONFIRMATION 
SUNDAY 
___________ 

30 
10:00 am 
Worship 

24 
 
 

 
 
_____________ 

31 
Memorial Day 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
7:00 pm 
 Worship Service 

27 28 29 
 
 

 
 
 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING VS. BUDGET 

(3-31-21) 

Wkly Budget Needed                  $3,076.94 

2020 YTD                                   $2,649.31 

2021 YTD                                   $3,422.79 

March 2020 per week                               $2,371.20 

March 2021  per week                              $3,192.26 

YTD Giving vs Budget 2020     -$5,713.53   

YTD Giving vs Budget 2021     $4,496.08 

 

         
     May Community Needs: 

Baby Wipes for  

Little Lambs Compassionate 

Ministry Center  

Our Risen Lord Lutheran Church 

2021 


