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Cross Talk

Pastor Susan B. Lidums

Sundays in May

May 2019

2019

Services at 10:00 am
May 5th “A Disciple’s LOVE”
May 12th Mother’s Day
“The Good Shepherd” (children’s bells)
May 19th- “New Life-New Command”
Contemporary Service
May 26th “Promise of Peace”
-Memorial Weekend
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
April 24th Easter…Holy Communion
May 1st National day of Prayer…Prayer Around the Cross
May 8th Service of Holy Communion
May 15th Service of Word & Prayer
May 29th Jesus’ Great Commission - ASCENSION
June 5th Holy Communion-“Eve of Pentecost”

New Life …
in Christ !
When the warmth of spring finally arrives, we
look for signs of new life. We may imagine we
have control over what grows and how it grows, but the
fast-growing weeds remind us otherwise. We want for
what springs up to be what we most imagined it would be,
but what sprouts often surprises us.
What is true about our gardens is true of what grows in
our hearts and minds. After the discipline of Lent, we see the
old habits appear, the habits we thought we were able to weed out to
make room for deeper devotion and service to God. We may see ourselves forgetting the
promise of new life in Christ, …neglecting the seed of new creation God plants within and
among us.
While by our own efforts and ways this is sadly true, the gift of our Risen Lord is a greater
power of life. The gift of the Holy Spirit works in and among us to produce a harvest of love,
peace, joy …new and abundant life. In dying and rising to new life, Jesus blesses us with power
of new life in his name. We are bold to see and to act on signs of new life, …life planted and
nurtured by God’s faithful love for us.
During this season of Easter, we watch for signs of Christ’s presence in the world, for Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed! - We treasure and nurture the life that is promised even as we walk
in the shadows of earth’s sorrows. As followers of the Risen Christ, we are called to proclaim
God’s love in the face of everything that works against the Good News.
This month, we act …to bring Good News to those without adequate food or shelter
(supporting the work of Habitat and distributing food for the hungry). We plant signs of new
growth in the heart of our community (flowers planted by our children). We celebrate the
blessings of Christ’s love within family (honoring mothers and parents who nurture us). We
pray for a world in need (especially gathering around the cross in prayer for our nation). We
witness to each other, even in the face of doubt and despair. We share in fellowship in Christ as
we gather around tables. We grow in understanding as we open scripture. We sing new songs of
joy and love, celebrating our baptism into the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. – All this is
seen in opportunities found in our monthly calendar.
As we worship, gathering in the name of our Risen Lord, and as we are sent into the world to
serve, we proclaim “Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!”

Pastor Susan Lidums

Synod Assembly

Women’s Bible Study

Our May bible study is an
intergenerational devotion Please
bring a guest …different in age
and experience from you. We will
meet on Saturday, May 11th at 9:30
a.m., and/or on Monday evening,
May 13th, at 7:30 p.m. at Carolyn
Beels’.

Sunday, May 5th
Celebration of FAITH BUILD
– sloppy joe’s, chips, beverage and
cookies;
See the Village building a house
can inspire!
(Supported by THRIVENT for
LUTHERANS)
++++++++++++

Our Reading of the
ACTS of the Holy Spirit
continues to meet on Monday
mornings at 10 a.m. To work
around the holiday weekend, we will
meet on May 13 & 20. New-comers
to this time of “listening to God” are
always welcome !

Save your BOX TOPS labels!
Fill the box in the narthex and Judy
Sobey will deliver them to Bentley
School as they come in.
Thank You - Social Ministry Comm.

Saturday Bible Study
“The Road to Emmaus
and Beyond”
May 4th
8:30 – 11 am, beginning with a
Continental breakfastCome even if you did not sign up.

LEAD

Living Every Day as
Disciples
The LEAD team invites you to a
time of fellowship to
Listen – Center- Explore &
Connect.
Sunday, June 9th – Coffee Hour;
This is also an opportunity for
those who have not yet shared
their thoughts through the
questions LEAD team designed
to complete a brief questionnaire.

Council members are encouraged to
attend the synod leadership
workshop on “Council
Governance” the morning of June
1st. Others are invited to join us.
The workshop will be held at
Transfiguration Lutheran Church in
Fenton. Pastor Mark Fisher, who
has extensive experience in
consulting with non-profit
organizations, will be the resource
person. This is one of the many
synod workshops offered FREE to
congregations who are a part of the
RISE UP campaign. Check the list
on the bulletin board and sign up for
any of them.
- Pastor Sue

May 17-18
in Clarkston

The council has appointed David
Fredrickson and Terry Christenson,
along with youth Maikayla Josling
and Pastor Sue to be our voting
members at the 2-day assembly.
Please keep our synod in prayer as
annual business is conducted. We
will gather around worship, with
bible study and the sharing of
mission.
The theme is “The
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. Faith!”
- Pastor Sue

Geraniums
for
Pentecost
Sunday
Please sign up by the end of
May. If you wish to purchase
one or more red geraniums to
decorate the chancel for
Pentecost – Cost: tbd
Flowers may be taken home after
the service or left for planting
around the church.

Young at
Heart

We enjoyed our
trip “Around the
World” as we all
had lunch from countries such as
Japan, China, Sweden, Finland,
Norway, America, Mexico, Spain,
and Germany. I think we would all
agree that we learned some
interesting facts about all the
countries. Nice job by everyone!
Our May meeting will be May 15th at
noon. We will all meet at Empress of
China on Dort Hwy. Please sign up if
you can attend and I will make our
reservation. – Nancy Gunnell

Thank You

Bring your prayers for the people
from the headlines and concerns for
our nation. We will gather around
the cross, lighting candles along with
our prayers. Wed., May 1st, 7 pm

STEWARDSHIP THANKS
“We are caretakers not owners
of resources given to us …
Stewardship is everything we do
to serve God’s will.

This month we Thank:
Al Comstock, who tends to our

property needs, …purchasing
supplies, finding contractors,
coordinating repairs and helping all
of us to be good stewards of our
property.
Joy Burns, who offers her parish
nurse skills as well as faithfully
leading our adult class for years.
Her work and prayer behind the
scenes is a gift and support to us all.

ELCA BENEVOLENCE …

ORL “ELCA Benevolence” gifts to
the Southeast MI Synod are
stewarded by synod leaders to
support and equip congregation
sand ministers, to support regional
ministry partners (camps, colleges,
seminaries and more) and to build
relationships with companion synods
in Jordan the Holy Land and in
Tanzania. A percentage is sent to
churchwide to grow mission and
equip leaders. “Stories of Faith in
Action” (a magazine you can find in
the narthex) shares how we are
church together. - Thank you for
your support.
- Stewardship Committee

Our Soup Supper offerings for
FOOD BANK- Salem fund totaled
$129.03. Thank you to those who
provided soup. - Worship & Music
THANK YOU
…….To Tim Callahan, Art & Jennifer
Arsenault, Judy Sobey,
Al Comstock, Mark Archibald, Brian
Lane, Kesten Coulter, Maikayla
Josling, Steve Thom, and Pastor
Sue for helping with the Spring
Clean-up. Finish tasks not yet done
at a time convenient for you…
and Thanks.

THANK YOU

to those who participated in the
reading of the Passion Story on
Palm Sunday, …especially to Ron
Schlis who read the part of Jesus
and to Betsy Comstock, narrator.
THANKS also to the Bell choir.
We have
many gifts of
music to offer
praise to
God. Sign up
on the
bulletin board for a Sunday in the
summer when you might be willing
to share your gift – talent of all ages
encouraged!!

THANK YOU ………to the

Gathering and Growing Disciples
committee for organizing and setting
up the Easter breakfast, and to
everyone who shared a dish.

THANK YOU….
Thank you for all the prayers, cards,
and phone calls while I have been
laid up. Much appreciated.
Marilyn Hardy

Family Sunday School Hour
9:00 a.m.
(1ST Sunday of the month)

May 5th - “God’s Work –

Our Hands”

THANK YOU………
A sincere thank you
to all of the ORL
members who donated
diapers to my sorority's diaper drive
(Phi Sigma Sigma). We were happy
to be able to donate almost 1300
diapers and 2000 wipes to help out
the families of Samaritas. Your
generosity is a true blessing!
Sincerely, Tricia Kennedy

Planting Flowers
at the Burton Sign on
Center Road across from
the library
June 2nd - Family Sunday School Songs and Stories of God’s Love

Worship
Schedules
5
12
19
26

Acolytes

10:00 Assigned each
10:00
Sunday - See
10:00 Pastor to volunteer
10:00

Altar Guild

5
12
19
26

5
12
19
26

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

Jennifer Arsenault
Steve Hatfield
Joyce Hyatt
Jan Swanson

Greeters

Bob & Terry Christenson
Dave & Marie Lukonen
Minnie Batoha
Bob & Terry Christenson

Jon & Cindy Knuuti

BIRTHDAYS
7
10
11
13
16
18
22
23
25
27
30

Coffee Cleanup

ANNIVERSARIES

5 Please fill in the sign up list on
12 the bulletin board in the narthex.
19
26

5
12
19
26

5
12
19
26

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

16
19
20

Lectors

Elaine Smith
Jan Swanson
Jayne Britzman
Dave Fredrickson

USHERS

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

Jim Theodore

Pray for our brothers
and sisters who suffer
pain and loss, both
in our congregation
and around the world.

Draven Williams
Samantha Gagnon
Addison McDaniel
Michael E. Stokes III
Carson Baker
Melissa Morris
Kim Erman
Jim Theodore
Neil Peterson
Jill Cobb
LaRene Klink
Lucas Lowe
McKenzie McDaniel

22

Were you missing from
the Christmas all-church
picture?
On Sunday, May 19th,
we will gather around our
Mission Statement for an
all-church picture.

23

25

Don & Ersel Nichols ('64)
Brad & Carolyn
McDougall
('90)
Julianna & Matt Owen
(’17)
Mark & Cindy Archibald
('76)
Rick & Connie Sumner
('70)
Steve & Jill Thom ('80)
Dick & Nancy Gunnell
('68)

SOCIAL MINISTRY

In the Sundays leading up to
that, please sign the Mission
Statement poster.

Needs Box
Individually wrapped snacks
for NorthEnd Soup Kitchen

Our Risen Lord
Lutheran Church

2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1
7:00 pm Prayer
Around the
Cross

510:00 am

Worship
9:00 am Family
SS – flower
planting
NOON—
Habitat Lunch
celebraton

12

6

13

7

8

7:00 pm Social
Ministry

7:00 pm - HC

14

15

MOTHERS
DAY

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

10:00 am
Worship
9:00 Ed Hour

7:30 pm
Women’s Bible
study @ Carolyn
Beels’

7:30 pm
Council Meeting

7:00 pm Worship

19 10:00

20

21

22

7:00 pm Gather
& Grow

7:00 pm
Worship -HC
7:40 Choir

28

29

am
Contemporary
Service
9:00 am Ed Hour
11- Pix &
Coffee Hour

10:00 am Bible
Study

27
26

Memorial Day
Office Closed

THU
2

HOLY TRINITY
10:00 am
Worship
9:00 am Ed Hour

May Community Needs:
Individually wrapped snacks
for NorthEnd Soup Kitchen

SAT
4

10

11

7:00 pm Property
7:30 pm Worship
& Music

9

8:30-11:00 am
Bible Study

8:00 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study

7:00 pm LEAD

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

SEMI SYNOD
ASSEMBLY .. in
Clarkston
8:30 am …
Food
Distribution at
Bentley H.S.

NOON –Young
at Heart

7:00 pm
Ascension Eve
Worship Service

FRI
3

SEMI SYNOD
ASSEMBLY .. in
Clarkston
2 – 5:30 pm
Youth-Adults
Nothend
Soup Kitchen

WEEKLY OFFERING VS. BUDGET
(3-31-19)
Wkly Budget Needed

$3,024.222

2018 YTD

$3,156.09

2019 YTD

$2,995.07

March 2018 per week

$3,395.25

March 2019 per week

$3,684.48

YTD Giving vs Budget 2018

-$2,041.54

YTD Giving vs Budget 2019

-$ 378.92

