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Pastor Susan B. Lidums              

                             December 2020Newsletter 

                                   Sunday Morning Worship 
                               10:00 a.m. Service of the Word—live-streamed 

 

                                                         December 6th “Clear the Decks” 
 

                                                                       Second Sunday in Advent                                                    
   

                                                         December 13th “Rejoice Always” 
                                                                       Third Sunday in Advent 
                    

                                                          December 20th   “Count Me In” 
                                                                Fourth Sunday in Advent 
          

 

     Daily Advent Theme - “Light of the World”     
             (follow through Daily Prayer)  
                  

                  Week 1 - “Long Expected Light” 

                  Week 2 - “Rising Light” 
                  Week 3 - “Healing Light”                         
           Week 4 - “Joy to the World”  
                   
                    

                    December 24th 

Christmas Eve – Family Candlelight Service 
A format for in-home worship will be  

sent out by mid-December. 
 

        Sunday December 27th –10:00 am -  on-line 
             “Service of Lessons and Carols” 

                               (with voices from all congregations in SEMI synod) 

 

 

Cross    alk 

http://www.ourrisenlordelca.com/


 

                                         

                                  ADVENT  WAITING … 
                                 
                                                     We all have some experience of waiting.  As children, we wait for school to   

                                                      start and then wait for recess!  We wait for dinner and for birthdays.  Later  

                                                      we wait for word that we are accepted into a college.  We wait to be 

                                                     offered a job.  As adults, we continue the waiting …  We wait for the birth 

                                                     of a child, ..for a promotion, …for a home in which to raise our children. 

                                                                                   In difficult times, we wait to get word from our  

                                                                                   doctor.  We wait to hear word from our friends. .. 

                                                                                   We wait for the weather to change.          

 

                                                                                   This year we wait for relief from a pandemic and 

                                                                                   for better times to come.  We wait to get together with 

                                                                                   family and to gather again in church. 

 

Advent is a season of waiting.  It begins with the remembrance of a people …a world …waiting for the coming 

of a Messiah.  We join with Mary in remembering the waiting for the birth of the Christ child. 

We wait also with the promises of God yet to come.  We wait for the coming of Christ to bring all things 

together in God’s righteousness and love.  In between those times of waiting, we watch and wait for the coming 

of Christ in our lives each day.   

 

In waiting, we hope …for things not seen.  We hope in God’s promises.  We hope in possibilities of life. 

In waiting, we prepare …for what is to come.  We trust in God’s purpose.  We work to further God’s reign. 

In waiting, we rejoice …we rejoice that God is near, …that Christ is among us as we call on his name. 

In waiting, we love… we love because we have known God’s love.  We love in the power of that love. 

                                                                                    

In time, we will know a peace beyond our understanding.  For now, we can live in the peace of Christ’s 

blessing. We can feel the presence of the Holy Spirit and see a vision of life and possibility in the promises of 

God.  Advent is a vision of life  …now and in the future.  Advent is waiting in hope.   

 

What does it mean for us to be a church living in Advent waiting?   -  The waiting may go well beyond 

Christmas.  The waiting may require adjustments we have never before encountered.  The waiting may change 

our priorities and our vision of the world.  To wait as the people of God is to wait with patience and love.  It is 

to wait with eager anticipation of what God will do, …even now as we are waiting.  To wait is to live into the 

promises even as they seem far away.   This is a challenging time for the church.  We might be tempted to turn 

in on ourselves, in fear or in self-preservation.  God always calls us forth.  God calls us into acts of love and 

compassion.  God calls us into the world to make known a love that never ends.   

 

However long the waiting, we do not wait in vain.  We do not wait alone.  We wait in the care of God’s life-

giving love.  We wait in the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the living presence of Christ. Our waiting ends in 

the celebration of all that God has prepared for us.  –Even now, at the end of each day, we celebrate the coming 

of Christ with family preparation and love, …with hope and joy.   

         “The light from on high dawns”  …to dwell among us! 

      

                                           Blessed Advent and Christmas,   Pastor Sue 

 
 

“I wait for the LORD, 

my soul waits; and in 

his word I hope”  
             – Psalm 130  



      
 

* * * * * * 

  “Listening to God” 
Monday class will continue to 

meet bi-monthly at 10 a.m. 
every other Monday.  We will 

begin a new series of 
readings in Isaiah.  If you wish 

to join the group that meets 
by ZOOM,  let me know so 

that you receive an invite as 
we gather.  (See calendar for 

dates).  –Pastor Sue 
 

 
 

A WOMEN’S 
ADVENT Devotional 

 will be shared by e-mail  
and/or ZOOM. 

“Advent Rituals for Uncertain 
Times” 

 

 

Virtual Angel Tree 
Just like everything else this 
year, the Angel Tree will look 
a little different. But, we still 
want to be able to help 
families in need in our 
community safely! 
So, we will be doing a “virtual 
Angel Tree.” We will have 5 
families again this year. If you 

would like to participate, 
please contact  
Nicole Ball by text  
(810-348-4750) or email 
(gunnellbutton@aol.com) 
after November 27th. She will 
then contact you with the 
information on your angel(s). 
Once you purchase your 
gift(s) please wrap them and 
drop them off at the church by 
December 13th. Please 
include your angel info on 
your gift with a label or gift 
tag. If you would like to make 
a monetary donation instead, 
please contact Nicole. Thank 
you for your participation! 
 

 

   
 

 

Parish Health 

Ministry:   
                 

December 2020 Health 
ministry: 

 HOPE.  We give 
thanks that the vaccines are 
coming, which will eventually 
bring control to the COVID19 
pandemic.  BUT…in the 
meantime…we must remain 
vigilant regarding public 
health measures that help to 
keep us safe and reduce 
spread of this novel 
coronavirus. Wearing proper 
facial masks, keeping 
physical distance from others, 
being outdoors if possible, or 
inside with windows open and 
increased ventilation, and of 
course handwashing must be 
practices that we maintain.   I 
wrote last month of the health 
hazards of gathering for 

holidays in groups that 
include folks who do not live 
in your household.  Nothing 
has changed about that fact. 
BUT...the community spread 
of COVID 19 has reach 
astronomical levels across the 
USA which heightens the risk 
of groups gathering to keep 
their family traditions at 
holiday time.  Experts urge us 
to hunker down, and to help 
flatten the spiking curve 
again. It is now more serious 
than it was in early Spring in 
USA. It is a distressing but 
temporary separation if one 
gives up the group meals and 
gatherings this year.  A 
permanent challenge would 
be devastating illness or 
death due to COVID19.  I beg 
you to give this consideration 
as we face weeks of holiday 
time. As I view TV news 
reports of millions of travelers 
at airports and people making 
long distance car trips to see 
loved ones, it gives me 
pause. Many have been 
isolated and many families 
have experienced the 
sadness of missed 
opportunities to be together 
and celebrate various 
important milestones of life.  It 
gives us joy and comfort to be 
together.  BUT---this is not an 
ordinary time.  It is a global 
pandemic.  So, as your parish 
RN, I must caution you and I 
will pray that those who 
choose to gather will do so as 
safely as they might. Please 
understand that the 
asymptomatic spread of 
COVID 19 is the vile sneaky 
means by which we become 
infected.  The virus is invisible 
and it is best to assume 
anyone with whom you have 

mailto:gunnellbutton@aol.com


contact might be spreading 
COVID19 even if they seem 
to be perfectly healthy. 

Keep in touch with each 
other, hold each other in 

prayer and take time to offer 
thanks for the gifts of life and 
God’s love to see us through 

this hard time.  Support 
outreach efforts that help 

meet the needs of those in 
crisis. May you feel the 

anticipation of Advent and 
celebrate the blessings of 
Christmas as we celebrate 

again the birth of Jesus.   
God’s peace, 

Joy Burns/volunteer 
parish RN 

  

 Epiphany will be celebrated 
in live-streamed Worship on 
Sunday, January 3rd – 10 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 20th       

10:00 am Virtual Pageant … 
with Childrens’ messages 

 

Watch Facebook December 
19th for a clip of 
“Blue Christmas” 
the lighting of 
candles and 
prayers in memory 
of loved ones. 
Many who face the holidays 
mourning losses find comfort 
in the healing of Christ’s love. 

Thank you 

Notes! 

Social Ministry Thanks You! 
The social ministry committee 
would like to Thank You for 
your support for helping to 
provide a Thanksgiving meal 
at Carriage Town.  You 
contributed a total of $337 this 
provides 125 meals. 

  

Thank 

you 

To Jan 
Swanson, Jennifer Arsenault 
and Judy Sobey for putting up 
the Christmas tree in the 
sanctuary, social distancing 
and being safe of course. 

 
 

THANK YOU FROM  
Jane Dunworth Family 

Dear Pastor Sue and  
the ORL Family, 

David and I would like to 
thank you for all the kind 

things you have done for our 
mom, prayers, cards and 

especially visits. I know mom 
was grateful to her  

church family. 
Jane Ann & David 

 

Thank you 

To LaRene and Gerard for 
organizing the storage closet. 

 

Thank you 

Thank you to our wonderful 
church family for all the cards 
and kind words on the death 
of Chris' father. They were 

very much appreciated! 
Chris and Anita 

 

THANK YOU 
Thanks to everyone for the 
prayers and well wishes as 
Dick and I were quarantined 

to recover from the 
coronavirus in November.  

The strength of your prayers 
was felt.  We have been 

blessed to be part of the ORL 
family for over 25 years but I 
never expected to be on the 

receiving end of so many 
giving hearts.  What a joy it 

was waking up to bright, 
beautiful bags of homemade 
goodies at my front door and 
repeat selfless grocery runs 

dropped off on the porch.  It’s 
one thing to self-isolate for 2-
weeks but being quarantined 

we gained a whole new 
appreciation for the 

word isolation.  A special 
thank you to Dawn & Chris 
Morgan and Denise Dostilio 

for bridging that isolation 
during our recovery.  We 

count our blessings as they 
are many in all of you.   God’s 
Peace and Love to everyone, 

Dick and Fran Neely 
 
 

Thanks to ORL 
I wanted to thank everyone 
for their kind messages and 
prayers for me as I recover 
from my recent surgery. I also 
wanted to let you know that 
the equipment that is 
available in the medical loan 
closet made that recovery 
even smoother. I was able to 
make use of several items 
that improved my comfort 
level during the recovery 
process immensely. Thank 
you! 
Bob Burns 



It will soon be time to update 
the church directory. 

Please let me 
know if you have 
a new address, 
phone number or 
e-mail address. 

Also if you could let us know if 
an adult son or daughter has 
moved or has found a new 
church. You can leave a note 
in my mailbox or call the 
church office.  

Thank you, 
Carolyn McDougall, Parish 

Secretary 
If you no longer wish to be 
listed as an active member 

please let us know. 
(Voting members are contributing 

communing members) 

All church contributions for 
2020 need to be in by 

December 27th – 
LaRene Klink 

 

CHURCH ENVELOPES 
2021 Envelopes are here. They 

can be picked up during 

normal business hour. 

 

 
The Congregational Annual - 

Meeting  
Tentative schedule- NOON  

 February 7th 2021   
Committee Reports Due 

before the end of December 

 
 

 
 
 

New Addresses –  
 

Jan & Dave Swanson 
7249 Hawthorne Circle 
Goodrich, Mi. 48438 
 

Mark & Cindy Archibald 
1315 Crossbill Lane 
Lake Orion, Mi. 48360 
(Also Katie Cole and Mariah) 
 

William & Sarah Nicolai 
465 Harvest Lane 
Frankenmuth, MI. 48734-1217 
 

 

ALTAR 

FLOWERS 
You can still place 

an order of flowers 

for the Altar. They 

help make the altar look 

normal during this time. 

 Price per vase is $15 

 

Poinsettias 

 
If you wish to 

order a 
poinsettia for our Christmas 

– Epiphany season, let us 
know as soon as possible.   

Cost is $17.  
 (They will decorate our worship 

space on for the Pageant on 
December 20th and can be taken 

home after that date if you so 
wish.) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
2      Sharon Johnson 

 5 Abby Lowe 
Casey Lowe 

8          Jill Thom 
11 Landon Morris 
12         Marilyn Lewinski 
13 Ron Schlis 
14 Ron Rude 
16 Carla Goulet 
 Dawn Morgan 
18 Kristy Neumann 
19         Linda Gibbs 
 Stephanie Rasmussen 
21 Kendall Dewley 
22         Kelly Young 
23 Deborah Lambourn 
24 Diane Harris  
25 Tim Callahan 
27 Marilyn Hardy 
28 Cheryl Bolton 
29 Mary Hall 

 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 
Needs Box 

Northend Soup Kitchen 
bath towels and socks for a 
“Christmas Day giveaway” 

Need to be in by December 15th 
 

 
A concert gift for the  

Advent season. 
Peter Meyer with  

guitarist Jimmy Buffett 
in concert on the ELCA 

Facebook page. Wednesday 
December 9th at 8:00 pm.  
(benefit concert for World 

Hunger) 

 



  

                  December 

2020 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
       

  1 

 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
7:30 pm Worship 
& Music 

4  
 

5 

 

6 Advent II 
 
10:00  am 
Worship  
streaming 
 

7 

  
 

7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
ZOOM 

8 
 
 
 

 9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 
  

13 Advent III 
10:00  am 
Worship 
streaming 

Newsletter 
items due this 

week 

14 
 
 
 
(Women’s 
devotion sent 
out ---or by 
ZOOM at 7 pm) 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Council 
ZOOM 

16 
 

17 

 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 Advent IV 
 
10:00 am 
Worship 
streaming 

 

21 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
ZOOM 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Family 
Candlelight 
Service in your 
home 

25 

 
 

26 

 
 

27 
10:00 am –
Service of 
Lessons & 
Carols –
streaming  
on-line 

28 29 30  31 

 

 

  

       

Our Risen 

Lord Lutheran 

Church 

December Community Needs 

Collection 
“Northend Soup Kitchen” 

bath towels and socks for a  
“Christmas Day giveaway”  

Need to be in by December 15th 

WEEKLY OFFERING VS. BUDGET 

(10-31-20) 
Wkly Budget Needed $3,088.81 
2019 YTD $2,880.45 
2020YTD $2,808.78 
October 2019 $2,896.00 
October 2020 $2,530.28 
YTD Giving vs Budget 2019 -$6,181.80 
YTD Giving vs Budget 2020 -$12,041.34 
 


