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Camp Meetings and Revivals
Camp meetings or outdoor revivals were very popular during the mid-to-late
1800’s. They might be defined as religious experiences held out of doors, but
they were also a social gathering and a time for neighbors to meet together,
exchange news, enjoy music, and hear messages delivered by one or more
different ministers.
Many of these meetings appeared to be held in early August, which was
probably a time that was not quite as busy for the farmers as some other
times of the year. The camp meetings would often last for a week or two.
Some people brought and erected their own tents and other persons would
come for a day or two. Water was apparently provided by the sponsoring organization, and food was provided by the individual campers. Special services were often held for the children, and this allowed them to play games
with others of their own ages. These meetings also allowed for courting since
the sexes were not divided as they were at church meetings.
The Civil War was over by this time, and rebuilding had taken place. The railroad had been relayed or repaired, and special trains would transport passengers close to these meeting sites. They were transported from these
stops to the meeting places. The newspapers of this time carried stories of
these meetings. Some of these meetings were held at several locations
along the railroad line on the same dates. One such example was a meeting
at Round Hill, under the charge of the United Brethren Church and another
camp meeting at James Wood, in Frederick County under the charge of the
Methodist Church. Both had large numbers of participation sometimes in the
thousands.
(This excerpt was taken from the History of the

Toms Brook United Methodist Church.)
If you would like a copy of this book which describes the history of
Toms Brook UMC and some of the surrounding churches, the cost is
$6.00. Anyone wanting to purchase a copy may pick one up at church,
contact Gloria Ryman (540-436-3652) or call the church office (540436-9312).
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The Birth of a Nation
For [240] years, America has been blessed as the longest on-going Constitutional Republic in
the history of the world. These blessings are not accidental, they are blessings of God. This is
evident as we look at the turmoil in other nations and contrast that to the stability we see in
America. Preserving American liberty depends first upon our understanding of the foundations
on which this great country was built, and then it depends on preserving the principles on
which it was founded.
On July 2, 1776, Congress voted to approve a complete separation from England. Two days later, the early draft of the Declaration of Independence was signed. Four days later, members of
Congress took the document and read it out loud from the steps of Independence Hall, proclaiming it to the city of Philadelphia, and afterwards they rang the Liberty Bell. The inscription on
the top of the bell is Leviticus 25:10, which reads, "Proclaim liberty throughout the land and to
all the inhabitants thereof."
John Adams said, "The general principles on which the Fathers achieved independence were
the general principles of Christianity." Probably the clearest identification of the spirit of the
American Revolution was given by John in a letter to Abigail the day after Congress approved
the Declaration. He wrote her two letters that day: One was short and jubilant that the Declaration had been approved; the other letter was much longer and gave serious consideration to
what had been done that day. Adams could already foresee that their actions would be celebrated by future generations.
(Taken from an article entitled “Birth of a Nation”
by David Barton-WallBuilders-used with permission)
h p://www1.cbn.com/independence-day-chris an-heritage

Brackets indicate a change to update the years.

James Monroe
5th U.S. President
"When we view the blessings with which our country has been favored, those which we now enjoy, and the means which we possess of handing them down unimpaired to our latest posterity,
our attention is irresistibly drawn to the source from whence they flow. Let us then, unite in
offering our most grateful acknowledgments for these blessings to the Divine Author of All
Good."
--Monroe made this statement in his 2nd Annual Message to Congress, November 16, 1818.
h p://chris anity.about.com/od/independenceday/a/foundingfathers_2.htm
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VBS is Almost Here!
WHO: You! Your fr iends! All kids Kinder gar ten-5th grade!
WHAT: Sur f Shack VBS
WHEN: J uly 11th – 15th
: Dinner 5:30-6:00 p.m.
: VBS 6:00-8:00 p.m.
WHERE: Toms Br ook UMC
WHY: To lear n about God’s amazing love and the epic r ide we can shar e with Him in our daily lives.
We will sing, dance, craft, play, explore, and learn how to “shine bright” and be the ray of light God wants us
to be in this world.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Toms Brook congregation:
Needed: VOLUNTEERS!
We are desperate for two additional volunteers EACH night to escort our two age groups (K-2nd/ 3rd-5th grade)
to their stations. PLEASE take a look at your schedules and come one evening to help our little surfers. Your
role is simply to keep surfers together and assist them with their fun activities. Coming straight from work?
We’ve got you covered with dinner from 5:30-6:00 p.m. If you cannot make it then, just arrive at 6:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary for a night of fun and fellowship as we “catch the wave of God’s amazing love.”
Please call or email Deanna King at 540-465-1960 or sunshine5284@hotmail.com

Needed: DECORATIONS
The majority of the items needed to transform our church into an epic beach party are stashed away in your
closets and garages. Anything beach/summer/luau themed would be greatly appreciated. For a complete list
see June’s newsletter or the bulletin board near the nursery. Here’s the scoop on how to drop off items to loan
or donate:
Donations:
Place items in box on stage in fellowship hall
Loans:
Grab a “Surf & Share” tag off one of the palm trees (fellowship hall stage)
Fill it out
Attach with tape or safety pin to your item you want returned after VBS
Place items in box or on the stage in fellowship hall

Without your help this week of outreach will not be possible!!! Thank you for your support!
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TBUMC’s Annual Church Picnic
It will not be long until our Annual Church Picnic rolls around. It will be held at the
church (please notice the change of location) on Sunday, July 24, at 5 p.m. Mark your calendar, and bring your family to enjoy food and fellowship. All church members and
friends are invited to take part in this afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship. Utensils, plates, and cups will be provided. We hope to see you there!

Hearts & Hands Fundraiser
Hearts & Hands will be holding a fundraising event by selling Shawn Rutz Bar-B-Que
Chicken. The fundraiser will be held at Tractor Supply in Woodstock on Saturday, July 9.
Pick-up will begin at 8:30 a.m. Hearts and Hands appreciates your support for this fundraiser.

UM Men Couples Dinner
In place of our regular monthly meeting, the Methodist Men are doing a couples-dinner
night. The date is Tuesday, July 19 at Golden Corral in Winchester, at 6:15 p.m. More details
will follow, please contact: Hal Morrison at 450-459-5571 or halmor51@gmail.com or Jeff Delano
at 540-459-4197 or jldelano@shentel.net if you would like to join in fellowship.

Church Family News:
Our prayers and sympathies are extended to the family of Jack Healey. Jack Frederick Healey went to be with the Lord on June 16, 2016 at the age of 78. He had
been a member of Toms Brook UMC since 2000.
Our prayers and sympathies are also extended to the Weldon Thompson family.
Pastor Stan Thompson’s father passed onto his heavenly reward on Sunday, June
19, 2016 in Eugene, Oregon.

Food Collections and Outreach Reports
Lend-a-Hand Report—In June the Lend-a-Hand fund had 16 calls or visits and spent
$1,194.69 for 8 area outreach to people/families. We sent Valley Christian Outreach $100.
Compassion Cupboard—The donations for June were: 1 (14 oz.) box of rice; 2 (15 oz.) cans of
beef ravioli, 4 cans of evaporated milk, 6 cans (15 oz.) fruit cocktail, 1 (4 oz.) albacore tuna, and
1 (40 oz.) can of yams.
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Summer Missions and Outreach Focus
The Enrich Program - Tuesday Mornings, July 12 – August 16
The Enrich Program held at Mt. Olive UMC provides proper nutrition, academic mentorship,
and positive social interaction for children at risk of not receiving these important developmental tools during their summers.
Along with the love of Christ, healthy habits are modeled, learned and experienced at Enrich,
creating a healthier population. The children served through the program will have a greater
chance of becoming positive citizens of our community. Their academics will improve through
the summer reinforcement of state curriculum, enabling the children to have a more successful school-year experience and increase their self-esteem. Knowledge that their children will
be well cared for will also relieve stress for families.
Six volunteers from our church (3 to 4 to prepare meals, and 2 to 3 to mentor) are
needed each Tuesday between 8:30 am and 1:15 pm. A sign-up sheet can be found on
the bulletin board outside the sanctuary. Serving through this ministry is a blessing.
The children are so welcoming and the program is EXTREMELY well structured and positive.
Kitchen: All food items and instructions are provided for those serving in the kitchen. We literally just need to show up and follow directions.
Mentors: Also just need to come and do as guided. We are asked to read with or be read to by
the children, play VERY simple math games, provide helping hands during craft time, and eat
meals with the children.
Youth, aged 14 and over are strongly encouraged to volunteer to play and interact
with the children any day of the program, which runs Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from July 7 through August 19.
Please prayerfully consider this rewarding opportunity to share the love of Christ and affect positive change, right here in our community.
Please call Ellen Kern at 540-335-9247 with any questions.
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Lay Ministry for July
Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m.

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m.

Inside Greeters:

Larry & Jenny Holler

Jenn Wieber, Audrie Wieber

Nursery:

n/a

n/a

Acolyte:

Natalee Peterson

Ushers:

Larry Holler

Robert Neff

Gary Kronk

Sonny Holler

_____________

Fred Frenzel

Visual Creation:

J.J. Funkhouser

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Linda Hudgins & Cassidy

Sound Board :

Doug Midkiff

Linda Hudgins & Cassidy

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Servers

Phyllis Umberger—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Ed Smallwood—Servers

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
July 3—Robert Funkhouser/Marcy Bauserman
Coordinator: Candy Phillips-465-5071
July 10—Debbie Buckley/Marcy Bauserman
July 17—Jeff Delano/Marcy Bauserman
July 24—Stan Thompson/Marcy Bauserman
July 31—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulle%n board for your convenience. Please ﬁnd a subs%tute if
you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve. Devo%on leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.
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Sermons & Scriptures for July
July 3

“The One Truth”

John 14:1-6.

July 11

“It’s Not About Me”

Luke 18:18-30

July 17

“You Must Be Born Again”

John 3:1-18

July 24

“Angels All Around Us”

Acts 12:1-9

July 31

“It Is the Lord’s Will That All Be Saved” Acts 11:19-24, II Peter 2:9

Birthdays & Anniversaries
July
Birthdays
1

Bobbie Funkhouser

22

Thomas Currie

1

Savannah Lee

22

Brenda Adkins

2

Jeremiah Purdum

23

Patricia W. S ne

3

Tina Devers

24

Becky M. S ckley

3

Debbie Ritenour

24

Donald Stewart

4

Nathan Umberger

25

Nikki Funkhouser

5

Ellen Provost

25

Ellen Prince

6

Elizabeth Mumaw

26

Candy Phillips

7

Michael G. Keller

29

Kathy Church

8

Linda Midkiﬀ

29

Tina Maddox

9

Jennifer Gochenour

29

Gerald Sol s

9

Elizabeth Davis

30

Gretchen Brill

10

Daniel Sheetz

30

Billie Racey

11

Eli Keller

11

Morgan Moyer

11

Megan P. Roddy

13

Nicholas Ahern

13

Anniversaries
1

Emme & Phyllis
Umberger

Patsy Montano

2

Todd & Karen Peer

15

Mathew Terndrup

6

Mike & Pa@ Sheetz

17

Rick Glading

8

Ben & Deanna King

18

Michael Painter

15

Donald & Sharon Stewart

21

Nancy Painter

20

Howard & Becky
McClanahan

Open the door
We seem to have lost touch with the
God of surprises. We forget that he is always up to something wondrous and unexpected where you and I are concerned. He
taps on our heart’s door, waiting for us to
open up and discover what he holds for us.
If we manage to hear his knock, sometimes
what we find is almost unbearably precious. It turns out to be the one thing we
need most in life, or as my daughter Ann
used to say, “the onliest thing,” meaning
there is nothing more splendid in the universe.
—Sue Monk Kidd, God’s Joyful Surprise
Taken from The Newsletter Newsletter
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Toms Brook UMC
3263 N. Main St.,
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Oﬃce Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net

Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Minister:
Dr. Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Tradi%onal Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Applica%on Classes: 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

2 Days 2 Serve Youth Event
High School youth are beginning to think about their future,
their vocational journey. What gifts has God given
them? What are the needs of our hurting world? 2 Days 2
Serve is an event to help youth examine God's call... are they
feeling called to be teachers, scientists, artists, pastors, social
workers, public servants, or something entirely new and different. This event offers four hands-on experiences that are
vastly different requiring different skills and gifts, each experience followed by a time of reflection and discernment. This
is an opportunity to stretch, to try new things, and to learn a
new way of listening for God's call. Check-in will begin at
10:00 a.m. on Friday, July 22 with the closing program at
6:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 23. The closing program is open
to parents and youth leaders and will be completed at 7:00
p.m. The cost is $20, including meals and one night lodging at
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland. Click here to register
http://www.vaumc.org/ExploringMinistry

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

