
 

Wow, it is amazing to think we will miss 13 Sundays in a row because of the    

Coronavirus. That’s three months and one week! None of us could have predicted 

this, but the Lord has been telling us in the preaching and teaching to get ready  

because the storm is coming. This clearly is a storm, as many have become sick  
and many have died. The stay-at-home order has been extended several times,  

and there is no guarantee that it won’t be extended beyond June 11.  
 

This past week, Bishop Sharma Lewis wrote to all the churches in the Virginia    

Conference: “Governor Northam’s statewide stay-at-home order is in effect until 

June 10. As such, in-person worship cannot take place until June 11. If the Gover-

nor’s executive order is rescinded or revised before June 10, we will re-evaluate   
the status of in-person worship. In-person, “drive-thru” or “drive-in” worship      

services on or off Virginia Conference property remain canceled until further notice. 

I ask that our Virginia Conference clergy and laity stay the course by continuing to       

observe social distancing, proper hygiene and follow the stay-at-home directive.” 
This means Bishop Lewis is following the Governor’s directive; if he shortens it,   

she will also, but if he extends it, so will she.  
 

For us this means a loss of meeting together for worship, Sunday School, Bible 

studies, Morning Prayer Service, and Community Dinners. It also means a loss of 

income through our weekly offerings. Many of you have continued your faithful   

giving, and for that I thank you. What this also means is that when we are able to 
meet together again in worship, we will experience a new normal. Life really has 

changed forever in many ways.  
 

The one constant, however, is the One who never changes. Our Lord and Savior will 

see us through and give us guidance for the future. Hebrews 13:5 says, “Don’t love 

money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, ‘I will never fail you. I 

will never abandon you.’” We will need to get by on less, but our Lord will sustain 

us. We will be victorious because our God is the only living God. Praise be to Him! 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. This is a    
difficult time for us Lord. We are in the midst of the storm and we don’t know 

what’s going to happen. Help us keep our eyes on Jesus and not the storm.                  

Please keep us safe. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
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 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 



Weathering the Storm 
 

I have been so blessed in my life…all of my life. Sadly, I have not always realized the   
blessing until well after the blessing has been received. Blessings are not always easily    
recognized. I am just realizing that some of the pain that I have experienced earlier in my 
life were events that I am just recognizing as blessings today! I am grateful, today, to look 
at my life and see the many blessings that He has given me! I am especially grateful that 
while I am now mostly housebound during the Coronavirus crisis, I have time to rest and  
reflect on my relationship with God.  

 
 

One of the greatest blessings in my life; however,    
is my husband. Yes, you probably know him…      
Willie Mitchell. As you may know, as much as he 
wears “the good ole country-boy-charm” with those 
innocent and dancing eyes, he also has probably one 
of the most jokester personalities there is! And on 
the serious side, when it comes to the gift of good-
ole-down-home wisdom, the Holy Spirit has certainly 
gifted him an abundance. 
 
 

One of the things that I have learned most from 
Willie’s wisdom is when we either go fishing or just 
go out riding, and drive on a road that looks “less 
travelled” or a road that we have not traveled before. 
I like to call Willie “Nature’s Boy.” He is so in tune 

with what’s going on in nature. If you have an opportunity to be with him while fishing or 
exploring the woods, you will sense the intimate relationship that he has with the earth    
and its creatures. It is undeniable. It never fails that when we are exploring, he talks    
about a storm that has just passed and how the storm has made room for new food to 
come “downstream” for the fish or how the storm on the river “blew over that old tree that 
needed to come down anyway.” And how the changes in the river were not supporting the 
trees or the fish or the animals any more. Older trees and branches that were weak were 
taken away by the storm to make room for new strong ones. It didn’t matter whether we 
were fishing and exploring in the spring, summer, winter or fall; his comments through the 
years have always been detailed, consistent and reliable. To Willie, these events were very 
natural to him and just the way God designed nature. The consistency and reliability of his 
wisdom and knowledge became more and more significant to me year after year. 
 
 

Through the years, with the help of God, Willie has helped me to understand and accept  
that not all storms come to disrupt nature or our lives, but also come to “clear the path”   
for a new tree, new growth, fresh clean water, spring flowers, healthier fish, a new way of 
life and sometimes something as important as a new heart. This is how God has designed 
nature, and we are a part of His nature.   
 
 

Today, as I am writing this, I review my personal journal for March 21, 2019 at 2:45am.  
(What in the world was Marquetta doing up and writing at this time in the morning?) I was 
just diagnosed as having heart disease and needed to have a double heart bypass in five 
days. I quote: “In the eye of the storm, I see clearly. Oh, how God gives me clear vision of 
my steps: The ones that I have made and some small secrets of the ones that I am about  
to make. I am happy to see that God is preparing me for the storm, or that He has. He is 
with me and always has been. I am so thankful that I am not afraid. I am excited for God 
and me. I just want to follow Him always with a commitment that has never been before. 
Wherever you lead, I want to follow.”                                                    (Continued on Next Page) 

 

By Marquetta Mitchell 



Weathering the Storm - Continued From Previous Page 
 

For several years prior to my surgery in March 2019, God had been preparing me for a new 
adventure. I knew this and truly believed that God would not take the time to prepare me  
and then turnaround and leave me to die on the operation table. I just KNEW that He 
would not do this. God confirmed this for me when He sent my daughter, Autumn, to speak 
with me on March 25, 2019. She screen-shot the text. I will never forget that when she 
talked with me later, she talked with love, fear, anxiety and hope all at the same time. But 
she read Ezekiel 36:26 to me: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in 
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” 
God had pointed this scripture to her to read to me. This was confirmation for her, Willie, 
the rest of the family and me during the storm that God was preparing us and that we were  
going to be okay. God spoke again! 
 
 

He was letting us know that He was allowing the storm to clear the path for me by taking 
care of my health as He was getting me ready for the new adventure that He has planned  
for me!! Does anyone remember the Bionic Woman which was one of my favorite shows on 
TV from 1976-1978? With my new heart and health I feel like God’s bionic woman!   
 
 

I realize that the most talked about storm right now is the Coronavirus. Please know that 
coronavirus has many and great implications. I realize that it is “only human” for us to have 
all of the feelings that my daughter, Autumn, expressed because of the seriousness of the 
surgery. It is a time for us as followers of Jesus Christ 
NOT to allow fear to OVERCOME us. Remember fear is 
not from God. The storm itself can appear fearful and 
disruptive, but do not let the storm distract you. Take 
the precautions to position yourself for safety. BUT: 
 

• Right now! Be still and pray through the storm about 
what God is saying to you, the church, the nation, 
and the world. Be patient, wait and expect God to 
speak to you. 

• Right now! Look for the voice of God. There are 
many “voices” in the world...ask God to help you  
recognize His voice. 

• Right now! Read God’s Word. This will help you to 
hear and recognize His voice. The Bible is the best 
place to go to read about many people just like you 
and me looking for the same thing: a relationship...  
a closer relationship with God. 

• Many find a relationship with God during storms like 
Coronavirus or a heart disease. 

• Many strengthen their relationship with God during such storms like these. 
• Right now! Learn what God says about how to dress for storms. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
• Right now! Rest. Rest. Rest. This is a time for discernment, physical and spiritual rest.  

The harvest will be full. After the Coronavirus, we will experience a new day, a new    
season...some call it a “new normal.” We want to be ready. Get Ready! Get ready to 
move forward, God is clearing the way. He has much work for us to do. 
 

Like an old hymn says: “Lord, whatever you are going to do in the new season, please 
don’t do it without me.” 

 

A New Heart, A New Season 
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As I write this article in early April 2020, I am watching bands of rain come through. An   

occasional rumble of thunder is in the distance. Then the sun peeks through! Can’t say I  

am particularly enjoying the “stay at home” orders due to the Covid-19, but as I look out 
my window and see God’s incredible artistry—with emerging green grass and tree leaf buds, 

redbud and cherry blossoms, and flowers of various wonderful colors—I am reminded that 

they had to wait for their “season” to spring forth. They had to wait for the Lord to warm 

and water them in order to start their new life. It’s kind of like getting up in the morning 
and stretching your arms overhead and saying, “Aaaahhh!” Then, your day begins. New  

opportunities are waiting for you! But wait! What could they be? What could I possibly do  

in my confinement? 
 

I remember a phrase I once read: Bloom where you are planted. Author and theologian 

Fred Buechner reminds us that: “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep 

gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  In Jeremiah 29:11 we read:   
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
 

Ah, yes, “hope and a future!” I have noticed there are folks who have risen to that promise 

through positive and encouraging social posts, phone calls, pastoral messages and prayers.  
Some have listened to their “deep gladness” and have met the need for protective masks 

through their sewing abilities and donations. Oh, the joy of letting the Holy Spirit flow!     
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”  
 

~ Galatians 5:22-23   
 

I am humbled by all that we are doing in the midst of all this. And I recall the old song:   
 

“Joyful, Joyful” by Henry van Dyke (CCLI#1849484) 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 

Op’ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day! 
 

So, my brothers and sisters in Christ, let the Lord                                                                          

fulfill His promise by the JOY He has placed in you!    

 

By Lee Pugh 
Your  



Prayer Bears  
 
 
 

 
“This is my commandment: Love each other in 

the same way I have loved you.” 
 

~ John 15:12 
 

We have recently received the following very meaningful 

Prayer Bear stories as a testimony to God’s goodness: 
 

• A visitor to our church, just before the COVID19  

problem, took an Easter Prayer Bunny to give to a five

-year-old that was about to begin leukemia treatments 

at UVA. The child was overwhelmed with happiness and keeps the bunny near her 

side. The family thanks our church for bringing joy to their child.  
 

• In February, a three-year old boy named Daniel was having eye surgery and received 

one of the musical Easter Prayer Bunnies. (Daniel has had several health-related issues 

since birth and, consequently, our Morning Prayer Group has prayed many times for 

this child.) His dad reported that the first time Daniel pressed on the bunny’s belly and 
it started to play “Jesus Loves Me,” he smiled the entire time it was playing. Later, he 

started kissing the bunny. His parents pray with the child and the bunny daily. His dad 

says Daniel begins to dance when he squeezes the bunny and it begins to sing. His 

dad expressed his deep appreciation to the entire Toms Brook UMC for their continued 
prayers and their caring ways.  

 

• A Prayer Bear was given to Linda Borden when she was very concerned and worried 

about having a biopsy. She was touched to receive the gift from our church and said 

she held the Prayer Bear close and read the note many times before the biopsy. Praise 

God that her report was fine! The Prayer Bear continues to remind her of His presence 
and our prayers.  

 

• A belated “thank you” was just received from a woman in Pennsylvania who had been 

experiencing much anxiety and depression, and had received a Prayer Bear. She want-

ed the congregation to know that the Prayer Bear has been a constant companion to 

her and has boosted her spirits on many occasions. Now, during the current COVID19 
crisis, the Prayer Bear still brings her peace and comfort as she rereads the note of 

God’s love for her. 
 

The Prayer Bear Ministry continues to be an example of God’s                               

shining light!  GOD IS GOOD—ALL THE TIME!! 
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Prayer Never Fails! 
 

Many, many thanks to Connie Broy for her hard 
work and dedication in providing prayer cloths for 
the Morning Prayer Group to distribute. These cloths 
are being sent around the community to remind 
everyone that God loves them...and so do we at  
TBUMC!  
 

We all know that Connie is a tremendously gifted 
quilter, so sharing her many talents with fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ is a great blessing!   
Be sure and offer your thanks to her!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

Many thanks to everyone 

for your faithful and continued  

giving during this challenging 
time. Please know that your 

giving helps to continue the 

ministry at TBUMC. Send your 

giving to TBUMC, PO Box 99, 

Toms Brook, VA 22660. You 
may also drop off donations at 

the parsonage at 78 Brook 

Creek Rd in Toms Brook after 

3PM (please text or call Pastor 
Stan at 540-230-1897 to let 

him know). Finally, you may 

also give through PayPal by 

going to tomsbrookumc.net 
and clicking on “donate.”   
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May Birthdays  
1 Michael Cockrell 

2 Deanna King 

3 James Lichliter 
5 Megan Brennan 

6 Mitzi Burgess 

6 Larry Crabill 

6 Ethan Funk 
7 Denyell Mauck 

8 Jensen Gochenour 

8 William Moser, Jr. 

9 Stuart French 
10 John Easto 

10 Ellen Kern 

11 David Mauck 

11 Hal Morrison 
11 Whitney Lichliter 

12 Joey Gochenour 

12 Eunice Terndrup 

15 Betty Bly 
15  Chasity Funkhouser 

15 Irene Gregory   

15 Mike Hunter 

17 Deanna Davis 

19 Cheyanne Stout 

20 Wilson Ryman 

21 Donna Eagle 

23 Riley Burke 
24 Anne Hart 

24 Karen Peer 

25 Fred Frenzel 

25 Darrell Stickley 
26 Trudy Stickley 

28 Teresa Funkhouser 

29 Cora Funk 

29 Lois Morrison 
30 Jennifer Funkhouser 

31 Kimberly Richardson 

Anniversaries 
3 Fred & Debbie Ritenour 

9 John & Paula Gleaton 

15 Scott & Heather Grabenstein 

16 Rick & Kate Sowers 



I was 12 years old. As I stood at the kitchen sink washing 

supper dishes, I confided to my Mom, “I just don’t feel 

close to Dad.” Almost without hesitation, my Mom had a 
suggestion: “Why don’t you ask him to help you plant a 

flower garden? You could do it together, and you know 

how he loves to grow things.” 
 

So, I asked my Dad to help me grow a flower garden in 

the front yard. He took a rototiller to that patch of grass 

and created a bed of deep, rich soil for us to work in. He 
taught me how to rake out grass clumps, rake in fertilizer, 

and create rows by using the handle of the rake to make 

the burrows for the tiny seeds.   
 

As we worked and watered, and exclaimed in wonder how the cosmos, 

marigolds and zinnias grew and flourished, something else grew and 

flourished: my relationship with my Dad. Each year, our garden got  
bigger and better, as we added gourds, tomatoes, radishes, dahlias, 

garden balsam and more to our repertoire. And each year, our                     

relationship grew stronger, as he shared with me the wonder of 

watching life unfold and blossom before our eyes.   
 

When Alan and I first started coming to this church a couple of years ago, one of the first 

things I learned was that if you want God to be 

closer to you, you must first take a step to be 
closer to Him. It could mean talking to Him more. 

It could mean opening your Bible and actually 

reading it. It could mean sitting quietly and     

listening. It could mean singing songs of praise 
while washing the dishes. 
 
 

Just as I, an awkward 12-year-old, longed to 
know my earthly father better, I, as an adult, 

long to know my Heavenly Father better. And 

how do you or I do that? By asking Him to grow 

something with you... a garden of faith and love. 
 

 

 

“Come close to God and God will come close to you...”    

~ James 4:8 
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TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook TBUMC on the Net! 

Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         

sermons on our website tomsbrookumc.net.   

Just click on the latest media link. 
TBUMC also has a YouTube page that features all 

of your biblical Q & A’s from Pastor Stan! Just go to 

the website and click on the YouTube link.  


