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Greetings my friends in the Name of the Lord!

Have you ever had a me in life when it seems everything is going wrong? I know I have,
and I have wondered why? Here I am, a believer in Jesus, and yet life seems so hard.
When I ﬁrst accepted Jesus as my Savior I thought everything in life would go my way. I
also thought everyone in the church would act like Jesus. I was wrong on both accounts.
But s ll, it seems that life should be be#er than it was before I accepted Jesus. Then one
day the Holy Spirit drew my a#en on to James 4:8, “Come close to God, and God will
come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is
divided between God and the world.” I was immediately convicted in my heart for I knew I
was not walking closely with the Lord. So I developed some guiding principles, based on
Scripture, to help me “come close to God” every day so that the Lord would also come
close to me.
Here are the Five Spiritual Disciplines I prac ce every week:
I read my Bible every day.
I pray every day and not just for myself but for others as well.
I a#end worship services where Jesus Christ is Lord.
I a#end a Sunday school class or some type of learning program. In other words, I am always learning.
I share what Jesus has done for me when the Holy Spirit gives me opportunity.
These are the spiritual disciplines I follow every day and through them I draw near to the
Lord and the Lord draws near to me. And wow, my life is so much be#er. Perhaps following the above spiritual disciplines might help you draw near to the Lord as well. For when
the Lord is near, all is well.
The peace of God be with you,
Pastor Stan
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The Feast of Trumpets
There are seven feasts of Israel. The Feast of Trumpets is the ifth feast, and it is
celebrated as one of three fall feasts. This sacred feast is also known as Rosh
HaShanah. In Leviticus 23:23, it is called a day of complete rest, a holy convocation commemorated with
trumpet blasts. The trumpet (a ram’s horn) is called a shofar, and it is blown to call the people to repentance. This year the Feast of Trumpets begins on October 3, 2016. In the commentary by Matthew Henry
on Leviticus 23:23 it states that the feast is seen as having a spiritual signi icance by Jewish writers.
There is a thread concerning the trumpet that runs from the Old Testament through the New Testament.
At the sound of the trumpet, the people were to wake up so-to-speak and shake off their drowsiness.
They were to take stock of their lives and amend their ways. They were to humble themselves before the
Lord and enter into an attitude of repentance preparing for the Day of Atonement which was to come
ten days later. This attitude of repentance is important for us today. A trumpet is also mentioned in I Corinthians 15:51-52 where it states that we will all be changed in a twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet.
It is possible that the seventh trumpet (which is the last of seven trumpets blown) mentioned in Revelation 11:15 may denote the end of the church age as we know it. Since we as Christians are grafted into
Israel, the olive tree (see Romans 11:17) it is good to be familiar with Israel’s feasts and to learn of the
heritage that we are grafted into.
Sources: Feasts & Holidays of the Bible (Rose Publishing), http://bible-truth.org/Feasts-Trumpets.html
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Lev/Lev_023.cfm
~Brenda Kline

The Prayer Group will be meeting again beginning on Wednesday, September 14, at
6:30 p.m. You are invited to come out and join us in praying for one another, our church,
and our neighborhood.

“I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap
before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.” Ezekiel 22:30

How’s Your Path?
Some Christian converts in an African village were diligent about daily prayer. In fact,
they each had a special place in the thicket outside town where they prayed in solitude. Over
time, they wore pathways through the brush to their private prayer areas. If someone neglected
his or her prayer life, it was evident because fresh grass started growing on that particular footpath. Out of concern, fellow Christians offered this loving reminder: “Friend, there’s grass growing on your path.”
How worn is your own path to prayer? Are you persistent when answers don’t seem to
come? Do you trust that God will answer your prayers, according to his good and gracious will?
Don’t abandon your pathway to prayer. When you grow weary, remember Galatians 6:9
(NIV), which promises that “at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
Source: The Newsle er Newsle er
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Fellowship Opportunities
Hearts & Hands Program
Hearts & Hands will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 7:00 p.m. Our guest will be our pastor, Dr.
Stan Thompson. Our program will be "Ask the Preacher." Have your ever just wondered about
something or read something in the Bible and wished you had the answer? Or perhaps you
would like someone to discuss your thoughts and questions with? Well now is your chance.
Everyone is invited and also encouraged to write down thoughts or questions and give them to
our pastor prior to the meeting. The questions will be discussed on Sept. 20. This should be an
interesting and fun evening.

New Young Adult Life Application Class – This class will begin September 4 after our
Family Fellowship time. It will incorporate video based learning, geared toward the young
adults (age 20 through 30 plus.) The first class will be using a study by Andy Stanley regarding
“Principles of the Path.” What a great way to stay on the right path that God has planned for
you. Bring a friend.

UM Men
A Methodist Men work day to clean debris from the basement window boxes is
planned for Saturday, September 10, at 9 a.m. For more information, contact
Hal Morrison (481-0846) or Jeff Delano (459-4197).
The Methodist Men will meet on Tuesday, September 20, at 7 p.m. in the parlor.

New in SeptemberSeptember-FAMILY FELLOWSHIP!!
Beginning September 4, you are invited to participate in a Family Fellowship time that will begin after the 8:30 a.m. Worship service and before
Sunday School (AKA: Life Application classes). A continental breakfast will
be served each Sunday as our church family enjoys a time of fellowship.
Everyone is then encouraged to attend a Life Application class of their
choice:
Adult Class—Overflow, Women’s Class—Parlor, Adult Class—Fellowship Hall,
Youth—Upstairs, “New” Young Adult Class—Wesley House, Younger Elementary—Behind
Stage, and Older Elementary—Balcony Classroom

Family Fellowship includes our entire church family - youngest to oldest. Please come and share
the love.
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Check out our website: tomsbrookumc.net
for podcasts of Pastor Stan Thompson’s most
recent sermons.

Part-time Position Available
Central United Methodist Church in Staunton is seeking a permanent part-time Administrative
Assistant to assist Pastor and perform church office function. Good people skills, good computer
skills, and good faith are required. Central is located in downtown Staunton at the corner of
Lewis and Beverley Streets.
Send resume to Staff Parish Relations Committee in care of Central United Methodist Church,
PO Box 953, Staunton, VA 24402 or to centralumc@centralumcstaunton.org. Electronic inquiries may be made to the Chairperson of SPRC at: edpickett@verizon.net. Interviews will follow
by telephone and in person.

Food Collections and Outreach Reports
Community Meal-In July, meals were served to 65 people by 14 volunteers from Toms Brook
UMC.
Lend-a-Hand Report - In July the Lend-a-Hand fund had 6 calls or visits and spent $565 for
area outreach to 4 people/families. We sent Valley Christian Outreach $100.
Bread of Life Food Pantry distributed 4,433 pounds of food in July to 84 families, which consisted of 241 people.
Compassion Cupboard-The donations for August were: 4 (15 oz.) cans of corn and 4 boxes of
mac-cheese.
Missions Fundraising table at the Yard Crawl event raised $323 for United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Farmville District Tornado Recovery.
A Special Offering collected for Shenandoah Valley Teen Challenge on Sunday, August 14
was $518.
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Summer and Fall Missions and Outreach Support Opportuni es

Saturday, September 24, 2016 at the Massanu"en Military Academy
The Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center is a Chris an non-proﬁt organiza on that assists
families in our community by providing the educa on and suppor ve services that promote
healthy pregnancy outcomes and posi ve parent-child rela onships. The center is a locally
organized and ﬁnanced community service. It does not generate income from the women it
serves; it does not receive government funds. The center depends upon the generosity of
individuals, organiza ons, churches and businesses that recognize the need for these pregnancy-related services in our community. Please consider collec ng dona ons and walking,
riding, or dona ng to the Walk for Life.
Register and Walk – Saturday, Sept 24, 2016 8:00 a.m. to noon.
Motorcycle Run for Life – Registra on at 9:00 a.m.
See Ellen Kern (540-335-9247) for a Sponsor Pledge Form.
To donate on-line or for more informa on, go to h#p://scpcwalkforlife.weebly.com/

United Methodist Commi"ee on Relief is in dire need of Cleaning Buckets.
Please watch the bulle n and bulle n board for contents and instruc ons, and consider
working with your families, Sunday school class, or other small group to collect items and
assemble buckets. Buckets will be delivered to UMCOR in early October.

Opera on Christmas Child - TBUMC will be the area’s Opera

on Christmas Child collec on center again this year. A registered (volunteer) coordinator is needed for next year’s
2017 season. Ideally that person will shadow and train with Lorraine Shelton this year. If
you are interested in becoming involved with the rewarding Opera on Christmas Child Shoebox process, please contact Ellen Kern. The 2016 collec on will occur November 14 through
21. Watch for a sign-up sheet on the bulle n board outside the sanctuary.
The oﬃcial OCC web site is h#p://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/opera on-christmas-child/
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Lay Ministry for September
Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m.

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m.

Inside Greeters:

Darrell & Becky Stickley

Tony & Tina Davis

Acolyte:

Chelsea Stine

Ushers:

Darrell Stickley

Becky Stickley

Jeff Delano

Linda Delano

_____________
Kevin Keller

Visual Creation:

Linda Hudgins

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Sharon Keller

Sound Board :

Doug Midkiff

Ed Smallwood

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Servers

Tina Maddox—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Ed Smallwood—Servers

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
September 4—Diana Bauserman/Marcy Bauserman
Coordinator: Mary Fay-333-2378
September 11—Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman
September 18—Sharon Keller/Marcy Bauserman
September 25—Sharon Maynard/Marcy Bauserman

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulle n board for your convenience. Please ﬁnd a subs tute if
you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve. Devo on leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides
in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the
branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing.” John 15:4-5
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Sermons & Scriptures for September
September 4

“Personal Responsibility and Trusting the Lord”

Malachi 3:10-18

September 11

“Keeping It Real”

Matthew 6:1-18

September 18

“The Rich Man and Jesus”

Luke 18:18-30

September 25

“The Rich Man and Lazarus”

Matthew 16:19-31

The Master’s Choir
The Master’s Choir will begin their fall season soon. The ﬁrst rehearsal will be held on
Wednesday, September 14, at 7:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. All you need is a love of singing!
And if you like to have fun, this is the place for you! Please call Marcy Bauserman at 540436-3886 if you would like to join The Master’s Choir.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
September

16

Isabel Davis

Birthdays

16

Rebecca Moser

1

Sandie Rinker

17

Megan Sowers

1

Gary Keller

17

Brige#e Funk

1

Kay Crawford

20

Jeﬀ Delano

1

Suzanne McCoy

22

Tina Davis

2

Nancy Easto

23

Thelma S cker

3

Sarah Bagnell

27

Brandy Funkhouser

4

Nelson Ryman

28

Kylie Burnworth

4

Kyle Keller

28

Steve Kern

5

Barbara Bowman

28

Christopher Minton

5

Charles Burke

7

Suzanne Purdum

8

Ann Marie Keller

9

Thomas Bailey

15

Anniversaries
1

Chris & Rhonda
French

Kathy Coﬀman

11

Hal & Lois Morrison

15

Evan Davis

12

Ronnie & Cheri Funk

16

Rose Cruxton

15

Terry Orndorﬀ &
Dore#a Kern

Altar Flowers: If you would like to place ﬂowers on the altar in memory or honor of someone, please sign-up and write your informa on
on the Altar Flower Calendar found in the
church hallway leading into the narthex. Then
you would take care of ordering the ﬂowers of
your choice from a ﬂorist and bring them to
church or have them delivered to the church. If
you have ques ons, contact Brenda at the
church oﬃce at 436-9312 or email:
tbumc@shentel.net.
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Toms Brook UMC
3263 N. Main St.,
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660

Harrisonburg District Highlights

Oﬃce Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net

What is a Church Council Workshop-September 10, from
9-12 noon at Verona UMC Community Center. Contact Bobby
Funkhouser (459-5298) if you would like to attend.

Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Minister:
Dr. Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Tradi onal Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Applica on Classes: 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

Fall Training Opportunities

Lay Servant Training-September 24, at Asbury United
Methodist Church, Harrisonburg.
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM)
Team Training-October 10, at Vision of Hope UMC in
Harrisonburg.
Workshop on Neighborhood Evangelism-October 15, at
Asbury UMC.
For more information on these fall training sessions, see the
District newsletter or contact the District office (540-433-2382
or brenda.woods@verison.net) or go to:
http://www.harrisonburgdistrict.org/.

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

