
 

What a great joy it is to serve the Lord Jesus and experience the blessings 

of living in obedience to His Word. I am so glad the Lord has given us the 

vision of “Becoming the Community’s Church” and our motto, “Every Person 

a Ministry.” The Lord has called each of us to our very own ministry, like   

visiting shut-ins and nursing homes, delivering food to those who have   

suffered loss, overseeing the on-going maintenance of the church property, 

prayer bear ministry, community dinners, creating and operating Sunday 

morning visuals, running the sound system, leading worship, teaching   

Sunday school and Bible study, preparing communion, providing flowers   

for the altar, leading the music program, cleaning the church facility,     

counting the offerings, overseeing the administrative functions of the 

church, and a whole host of other important ministries. When we all pull 

the wagon, it makes the labor so much easier. And so it is with the Body of 

Christ: When we all fulfill our individual calling, we become alive and vital.  
 

Early this summer, I combined our two worship services into one and wow, 

has it ever been a blessing. Unity has come to TBUMC as the two became 

one. As I assess the one service, as compared to two, I find the blessings 

have far outweighed the negatives, especially as I see folks come to service 

at 10am who were not able to do so at 8:30am. On September 15th, after 

Charge Conference, I will announce whether the 10am service will become 

permanent or if we will go back to two services at 8:30am and 11am. Praise 

be to our Father in heaven for His gracious blessings! 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for 

the vision of “Becoming the Community’s Church.” Help us find more ways 

to accomplish Your vision and be a blessing to our community. In the 

mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 Pastor Stan 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



 

 
 

Do you ever feel the weight of this world on your shoulders? Are the images in today’s news 
enough to make you wish you lived in a different time or a remote place? Sometimes the      
incessant stories of violence and scenes of blatant, abhorrent behavior depicted in today’s    
media have viewers screaming for censorship while others just stand by, cheering on the    
masses with outbursts of public opinion and personal shaming. 
 

Amidst all of the chaos comes the cry for some good news. You know, the “extra, extra, read  
all about it” good news that this world is in desperate need of. Just when we think that things 
can’t get any worse or any more pathetic...they do. 
 

I’m reminded of a great song by the Gaither Vocal Band called “Good, Good News”… maybe 
you’ve heard it? The chorus goes something like this: 

 

“I’ll spread this talk all over town, about the peace and joy I’ve found in You! 
(Good news… good, good news!) 

This story is about to break, and bless-ed are the feet that take the Truth! 
(Good news… good, good news!) 

I’m slipping on my dancing shoes…’cause I’ve got Good, Good News!” 
 

Good News…peace and joy that is found only in the name of Jesus Christ…a relationship with 
the Savior of the world. How refreshing are those who bring us the Truth of God’s Word: 
 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings                      
good news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that                                                      

the God of Israel reigns!”  ~ Isaiah 52:7  
 

Jesus promised in John 16:33, “In this world you will have tribulation. But be of good cheer! I 
have overcome the world!” The Apostle Paul admonished us to “be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  
And the peace of God that passes all understanding will keep—and guard—our hearts through 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) Simon Peter, in the midst of severe persecution and most   
likely facing a lion’s den or two, encouraged us to “cast all your cares on the Lord because     
He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) 
 

There IS a balm in Gilead, a safe haven for the weary. His burden is easy and it is light...and    
it has a catchy tune. Feeling the heat of the moment or the pressures of life? Just slip on your                 
dancing shoes...because in JESUS, we’ve got Good, Good News! 

 

 

 
 

Good, Good News! By Barbara Coverstone 



 
 

 
 

We are excited to announce TBUMC’s   

Annual Community Church Picnic that 

is always a FUN time for the whole family! 

Please join us on Sunday, September 8 

at the church’s picnic shelter. If you are 

able, please bring a covered dish and join 

us for a time of church and community    

fellowship. We plan to start eating around  

4:00 PM, but you can come anytime before 

for fellowship and games. There will also be 

special entertainment by the musical group 

Ambassadors of Joy featuring David 

Smallwood, Karen Tignor, Gary Kline and 

Willie Mitchell who will be performing 

around 5:00 PM. Lawn chairs 

and any yard games are     

welcome! For any questions,                                                                                           

please contact the church                                                                                    

office at 436-9312. We are                                                                          

looking forward to seeing YOU,  

and please bring a friend!                                                            
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Community Church Picnic! 

A Note From Our TBUMC Treasurer:  
Picnic Shelter Update to Funds Balance 
 

Our current balance for the Picnic Shelter 2nd Stage Additions is $6,245.55. The 
number that has been printed in the past bulletins has, unfortunately, been overstated. 
This number was based on the first stage of the project costing $10,000, but the actual 
expenses ended up being about $13,500, so the current balance for the 2nd Stage reflects 
this difference.   

We apologize for any confusion regarding the funds. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to call the church office or see Kim Peterson, TBUMC Treasurer. Thank You! 

Sunday, September 8 at 4:00 PM 
at the TBUMC Picnic Shelter 

Ambassadors of Joy 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
   

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 

 
� Join us for FUN, Bible Stories, 
 Crafts, Games & Snacks! 
 

 

���� We are going to learn so much  

 about JESUS and His Love! 
 

Every Sunday morning, one hour before the 

church service, so come join us! For more 

info, call Debbie Funkhouser at 325-3353 

or Patricia Stine at 336-3090.  

 

 

 

 

   
Join us every 3rd Thursday evening for our ever-popular 
Community Dinners currently being held in the TB picnic 
shelter (with the Fellowship Hall as a backup for possible 
rain!) This is always a wonderful time of good fellowship & 
good friendships, lots of laughter...and did we mention, 
LOTS of great food! You can bring a dish to contribute or 
just come...there is ALWAYS plenty! We’ll see you there! 

Make a Joyful 
Noise! 

 

Rehearsals for TBUMC’s 
The Master’s Choir will  
resume on Monday,                 
September 4 at 7:15 PM 
in the sanctuary. Please see 
Marcy Bauserman if you are                     
interested in singing. 
 

The Lebanon-St.               
Stephens Community 
Choir will also begin their  
practices for this season 
Monday, September 9 at 
7:15 PM in our sanctuary. 

 

A Special Thanks: 

 

Dear Pastor Stan and My 
TBUMC Family: 
 

Thank you so much for your 
generous gifts, cards, and 
heartwarming reception   
celebrating my graduation 
from SHS and LFCC. I will 
cherish my new Bible and 
think of all of you every time 
I use it. 
 

God Bless You, 
 

Daniella Henry 
 

 

Church Council 
Meeting 

 

There will be a Church 
Council Meeting on   
Monday, September 23 at 
7:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. All members are invited 
to participate (without vote). 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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for Sunday  
School!! 

September 19  
   at 6:00 PM 



 
 

Harrisonburg District                                          
Ministry Encounters 

Plus TBUMC Charge Conference 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

A 
s the summer winds down and we start to settle back into church 
life at TBUMC, let’s gather with our friends around the Wonderful 
Word of God! Our Bible Studies are in full swing, as well as our 

weekly Morning Prayer Service. You can choose one —or ALL—of these: 
 
 
 

Joy Seekers: This Bible Study resumes for the year on September 5 and meets every 

Thursday morning at 10:00 AM in the church parlor. The study is open to anyone who 
is interested in learning more about the Bible and its life-lessons. The group studies books 
of the Bible and listens to inspirational speakers such as Andy 
Stanley and David Jeremiah. Grab a friend and come on out!  
 

Living Waters: Meeting every Thursday at 7:00 PM in 

the church parlor, this study is for disciples of Jesus who want   
a verse- by-verse study of Scripture. This group welcomes     
everyone from all levels of spiritual growth. Prayers and worship 
time is included. Come on out and be encouraged by the Words 
of Life in this evening study! 
 

Morning Prayer Service: For those who have set their hearts to seek Him early, 

this group meets every morning, Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM in the sanctuary. 
The singing of the old hymns, Bible study and prayer make for a wonderful way to start 
your day. Come and enter in — there is plenty of room for YOU! 

 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Let’s get ready for Charge Conference 2019 and “Sarah’s Encounter” to be 
held on Saturday, September 14 at Strasburg UMC. We will be participating in    
a 1/2 day session (12 Noon—3:30 PM) along with other area churches and our 
DS Victor Gomez for “Ministry Encounters.” These will include a covered dish 
luncheon, our Charge Conference session, leadership training, a missions practicum 
and a communion service. For the lunch, the District Office will provide the meat, 
so churches are asked to bring a side/dessert. Drinks will be being provided by 
Strasburg UMC. Please plan to attend as this is an exciting time for TBUMC! 

September 14 at Strasburg UMC 

12 Noon—3:30 PM 



 

  

 

Lay Ministry for SEPTEMBER 
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September Birthdays —————————————

Anniversaries 

1 Chris & Rhonda French 
12 Ronnie & Cheri Funk 
15 Terry Orndorff & Doretta Kern 
 

1 Sandie Rinker 
1 Gary Keller 
1 Kay Crawford 
1 Suzanne McCoy 
2 Nancy Easto 
2 Abigail Hoffman 
3 Sarah Bagnell 
3 Alan Rivers 
4 Nelson Ryman 
4 Kyle Keller 
5 Barbara Bowman 
5 Charles Burke 
7 Gerald Lee Kingree 
7 Tammie Neal 
7 Suzanne Purdum 
8 Ann Marie Keller 
9 Thomas Bailey 
11 Alice Holden 
15 Kathy Coffman 

15 Evan Davis 
16 Rose Cruxton 
16 Isabel Davis 
16 Rebecca Moser 
17 Megan Sowers 
17 Brigette Funk 
19 Willem Wieber 
20 Jeff Delano 
22 Tina Davis 
23 Thelma Stickler 
27 Brandy Funkhouser 
28 Steve Kern 
28 Christopher Minton 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Chelsea Stine 

Visual Creation: Kim Peterson 

Run Visuals:  Lee Pugh (1, 15, 22)  

                  Jimmy Peterson (8) 

                         Sharon Keller (29)  

Sound Board: Lee Pugh (1, 29)  

                          Doug Midkiff (8, 15, 22)  

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 

Sunday School Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
Coordinator:  Mary Fay   333-2378 
September 1: Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman                                             

September 8: Sharon Keller/Marcy Bauserman 

September 15:Billie Jeffery/Marcy Bauserman  

September 22: Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman  

September 29: Nancy Easto/Marcy Bauserman 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website. Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 



Our successful Prayer Bear Ministry is reaching out to 
those far and wide!  TO GOD BE THE GLORY!  Take a look: 
 
 

When Nancy & John Easto learned that their granddaughter 
and husband were going on a 10-month mission to Tanzania   
to work at a school and orphanage, Nancy felt it would be a     
wonderful thing to send a Prayer Bear with them. Their grand-
daughter was so pleased to receive it and packed the little 
stuffed animal in her suitcase. She said each time she and her 
family look at it, they will be reminded of God’s love for them. 
Nancy also presented a small Prayer Bear to her daughter to 
bring comfort to her while her family is away.  
 

From a woman in PA who is having a very difficult time: 
“What a wonderful act of kindness by the Toms Brook Church. 
The Prayer Bear is helping to sustain me through a troubling 
personal struggle.” 
 

Recently Nelson and Marie Ryman enjoyed having their grandsons, Evan and Derek 
from Prince William, visit with them. When they were encouraged to each take a Prayer Bear 
home with them, they were so pleased. They felt very welcomed at the church. Later, Marie 
sat down with them and discussed the gift of the Bears and read the tags to the boys and 
explained the reason behind the Bears. Derek decided that he would love to give his Bear to 
a good friend who had moved out west and would be returning soon to Virginia for a visit.  
Evan shared that his other great-grandmother was having some health issues and he felt 
that his Bear just might bring some comfort to her. 
 

Last month Wayne Stickley, along with Gladys and Gladys’s caregiver Joan, went 
on a three-week trip down South. They took several Prayer Bears with them and gave them 
out to relatives and to folks who were experiencing serious health issues. Everyone was so 
appreciative. They also presented a Prayer Bear to the manager of a Campground where 
they stayed. He was overjoyed. They also attended a church service in Alabama at a very 
small Methodist Church struggling with dwindling attendance numbers. Following the service, 
Wayne presented the pastor with a Prayer Bear, and he was truly touched.  
 

From Audrey Nicholson: “Recently I had an emergency surgery. With all the prayers and 
God’s healing, I have been blessed. Then I received another blessing. My dearest friends   
Alice and Cal Holden gave me a precious stuffed animal which was prayed over by the 
congregation. I keep it on my bed as a reminder of the Christian love shown for me.”                         
 

Many thanks to everyone who has donated these wonderful stuffed animals 
to this ministry. If you know of anyone who would appreciate this special 
touch from God, please feel free to take one to them. Animals are located in 
the sanctuary on the front pews. Let’s bless others with the love of God!  
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Prayer Bears Testimonies 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook Holiday Observance: 
 

Sept 2 - LABOR DAY 
Church Office Closed 

 

Guest Preaching Schedule: 
 

Sept 8 - Marquetta Mitchell 

Oct 6 - Bobby Funkhouser 


