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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

 Ecclesiastes 3:1 reads, “For everything there is a season, a time      

for every activity under heaven.” It seems, as I get older, that time moves 

along a little faster than when I was young. When I was 12 years old and 

looking forward to fishing on a Saturday, the three days between now     

and then seemed like an eternity. Now that I’m older, sometimes when       

I think it’s Tuesday, it’s actually Wednesday. I seem to have lost an entire  

day. Where did it go, I wonder? And so it is with life. I only have a certain   

number of days and then I go to be with my Lord and Savior. How shall      

I approach, then, the days I have left? The Apostle Paul writes to us in 

Ephesians 3: 15 ”So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like 

those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity in these evil 

days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you   

to do. 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life.           

Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and  

spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your 

hearts. 20 And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name     

of our Lord Jesus Christ.” If I will do what the Apostle commands, I know 

the life I have left will be blessed. Imagine if we all do this together what    

our church will be like. Our church will be blessed too, and we will be a    

blessing to others. 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for 

giving me direction on the rest of my life and our church life too. Help us   

to do it and be blessed. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you,                                                                                 

Pastor StanPastor StanPastor StanPastor Stan    

Pastor Stan Thompson 
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I just love the Shenandoah Valley.  It has a kinship all to itself.  Once dubbed “The Promised 

Land” by my family, it has been both a peaceful home and haven to natives and transients for 

umpteen years.  When my father was in the military, he had the opportunity to visit many     

beautiful places.  He was known, however, to have commented on more than one occasion    

that there was no place like the Virginia mountains.   
 

One of the reasons for such peace and beauty in this corner of the country is the changing of  

the seasons.  Whether it is spring, summer, winter or autumn, the peaks and valleys of those  

majestic mountains display a splendor that is likened only to that of a masterpiece freshly painted 

from an artist’s palette.  God is the Master Artist who creates this cadence of seasons—from the 

sun-dipped earthiness of autumn to the cool-whipped quietness of winter—and in the same way 

He designs the different seasons of our lives, carefully crafting each one with purpose. 
 

Jesus had just finished instructing His disciples in the plans for which He had called them. John 

the Baptist, now in prison, sent some of his disciples to Jesus to ask Him, “Are you the Messiah 

we’ve been expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?”  (Matthew 11:3) 
 

John the Baptist had been the one chosen to prepare the way for Jesus’ coming – he knew his 

purpose.  He was offended, though, with Jesus because He wasn’t acting in the way John had 

hoped He would.  After all, Jesus was the Messiah…wasn’t He going to throw down fire and  

brimstone, overtake the Romans, and save the nation of Israel, not to mention get John out of 

jail?  But what was Jesus doing?  He was going around teaching and preaching and healing all 

who were sick! (Matthew 9:35) 
 

Throughout life we encounter many opportunities for hoping and trusting in the Lord, with great 

expectations for how we think our life should unfold.  But God said, “For I know the thoughts 

(and plans) that I think toward you…thoughts (and plans) of peace and not of evil, to give you   

a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV).  Each season that we encounter on our journey   

of faith should be paved with a godly hope, the confident expectation of the goodness of the  

Lord that is revealed as we run the race set before us.  
 

God is the Master Planner and Creator, and He has our best interests in mind.  His plans for us 

are of peace and not of harm, intended for His glory and purpose.  Let us draw near to Him with 

a pure heart and with an earnest expectancy of great things to come. 
 

“I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand           
the confident hope He has given to those He called—His holy people who are             

His rich and glorious inheritance.”   

~ Ephesians 1:18   

 

Seasons of Hope 

By Barbara Coverstone 
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Welcome to our newest member to the TBUMC staff, Administrative 

Assistant Barbara Coverstone. Barbara joined us in August and brings   

to the staff a background in ministry, music and administrative support.    

Although her parents and relatives are natives to the Shenandoah Valley, 

Barbara grew up in Richmond, but moved to the area 15 years ago. She    

currently lives in Edinburg with her husband, PG, who is from Fort Valley. 

In addition to her work at TBUMC, Barbara (and PG) make weekly visits to 

local assisted living facilities to share Sunday services, pastoral care, music ministry, Bible lessons 

and crafts with the residents. In 2015, after graduating from Charis Bible College in Colorado, 

they founded Hope of the Gospel Ministries, a non-profit organization that focuses on providing 

encouragement, opportunity, and purpose to the elderly. Barbara also enjoys frequenting the   

library and reading, writing devotions, singing in the Community Choir and snuggling her seven-

year-old Puggle, Harley.  

Stop by the office during the week and say, “hello!” Barbara is excited about working with the 

TBUMC congregation and would love to meet each and every one of you! 

Let’s Celebrate the Apple Season!Let’s Celebrate the Apple Season!Let’s Celebrate the Apple Season!Let’s Celebrate the Apple Season!    

One of the FUN ways we fellowship here at TBUMC is the annual making of our 

very tasty apple butter. This activity, starting with the “snitzing” of the apples, 

will take place on Friday, October 20 at 1:00 PM at Ronnie and Cherie 

Funk's house located at 693 Jadwyn Rd in Maurertown. Everyone brings chairs,  

a dish pan, a favorite cutting knife and begins the process of snitzing the apples. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ronnie or Cherie (436-3677). 

We will begin boiling the sliced apples on Saturday, October 21, beginning at 6:00 AM at the 

back shelter on the church grounds. The final part of the process is filling the jars, so your help is 

needed any part of the day. If you can’t get there right at 6 AM, no worries! You are welcome to 

come later in the morning to help. Breakfast will be served; however, you may want to bring 

snacks to sustain you until about 2:00 PM.  

If you would like to donate sugar, please contact Kay Crawford (459-8728) with the amount you 

are donating. Please place donations in the church kitchen before Friday, October 20. Also, a    

sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside of the sanctuary, so please place your orders early! 

Quarts are $8 and pints are $5. You can also call Shelba Funk (459-3919) or Judy Menges  

(436-3213) to place an order. Ordered apple butter may be picked up after 2:00 PM on Saturday, 

October 21 or after church on Sunday, October 22.  Any jars not picked up that weekend will be 

placed in the kitchen. Everyone is invited to come out and participate in this fun-filled  

fellowship event!  

Apple Butter Season Has Arrived!  



Page 4 

Operation Christmas Child is Here!  
It’s time to start gathering small gift items to pack in shoeboxes    
to be shipped to boys and girls around the world! Shoeboxes are 
located at the back of the church, so pick one up today or use your 
own shoe box. There is a brochure with a list of suggested items 
and instructions in each shoebox or you may find great ideas on the 
Samaritan’s Purse website indicated below. Some ideas include: 

∗ One large toy like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer ball with a 

pump, or a plush stuffed animal. Other small toys like matchbox 

cars, musical instruments, puzzles, and jump ropes are great! 

∗ School supplies such as pencils, crayons, notebooks, erasers, 

pens, coloring books, etc., are loved by the children. 

∗ Non-liquid Hygiene Items include toothbrushes, bar soap,  

washcloths, combs, etc. No toothpaste is allowed, please! 

∗ Personal Notes and a Photo are encouraged. If you include  

your name and address, a child may be able to write to you! 

Please include a $9.00 donation (a change from last year) 

with your shoe box. And please, NO CANDY of any kind and 

NO TOOTHPASTE can be shipped in the containers. 

We are not a drop-off location this year. The deadline to return 
them to TBUMC is November 12 so we can transport them to 
the drop-off location at Shenandoah Community Fellowship. If you 
have any questions, please contact Linda Baker at (540)477-3550. 
The official OCC website is: 

 www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 

PICNIC SHELTER:  

Stop by the far side of 

the Wesley House and 

look at the progress on 

our new picnic shelter! 

There are great plans to 

use this shelter not only 

for church functions but 

also to help reach our 

community through    

various activities. Let’s 

reach people! 

           ******* 

HURRICANE RELIEF 

THANKS:  Many thanks 

to all who helped with the 

Cleaning Bucket Drive 

for those affected by   

the recent hurricanes. 

There were 41 buckets 

delivered to Harrisonburg 

from our drop-off station 

here at TBUMC, for a   

total of over 300 buckets 

from our District going to 

UMCOR! Many of you also 

gave monetary gifts to 

UMCOR and a big THANK 

YOU goes to you, too!  

We truly are His hands 

and feet to those in need.  

 

 

TBUMC Updates: 

Heart & Hands continue to sponsor an ongoing       

collection of men and women’s shoes for Kenya via    

Ten Thousand Villages in Harrisonburg. Shoes that are 

good for walking or running and mostly closed in on top are really 

needed (please, no high heels or flip-flops). Please put shoes in the 

designated box under the coat rack in the narthex.  THANK YOU!! 

Missions News and UpdatesMissions News and UpdatesMissions News and UpdatesMissions News and Updates    
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As summer comes to a close and we settle back into church 

life here at TBUMC, let’s take the time to fellowship with 

our friends around the Word of God! There are currently 

four opportunities in which you can get involved: 

JOY SEEKERS: This Bible Study meets every Thursday morning 

at 10:00 AM in the church parlor. Led by Lorraine Shelton, the 

study is open to anyone interested in learning more about the       

Bible and its life-lessons. This group studies books of the Bible      

and listens to inspirational speakers/pastors such as Andy Stanley, 

David Jeremiah, and Chuck Swindol. Currently, they are listening     

to and discussing David Jeremiah's "Revealing the Mysteries of  

Heaven." Grab a cup of coffee and come on out!  

LIVING WATERS: Meeting every Thursday evening at 7:00 PM 

in the church parlor, this study is for disciples of Jesus who want a 

verse-by-verse study of Scripture. It is led by our own Pastor Stan, 

with Mary Fay filling in when he is out of town, and welcomes      

everyone from all levels of spiritual growth. Come on out and be   

encouraged by the Words of Life in this evening study! 

MORNING PRAYER SERVICE: For those who have set their  

hearts to seek Him early, this group meets every morning for one 

hour, Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM in the sanctuary.     

The singing of the old hymns, Bible study, and prayer make for a      

wonderful way to start your day. 

WEDNESDAY PRAYER MEETING: This prayer meeting is held on 

Wednesday nights from 6:30 – 7:00 PM in the church parlor  

and is open to everyone for a time of scripture, praise, shared prayer 

requests and prayer time. You may either share openly by leading 

prayers or simply pray silently in agreement with the prayer leaders. 

Please come and help to lift up your friends and neighbors! 

Fellowship With Our Brothers & SistersFellowship With Our Brothers & SistersFellowship With Our Brothers & SistersFellowship With Our Brothers & Sisters    

Up & Coming:   

Hearts & Hands will be 

meeting Oct. 17 at 7:00 

PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

Marlyn Hoffman will be 

assisting us with a craft  

of candle tea light lamps. 

Please bring with you a 

stemmed glass goblet 

with enough curvature on 

the inside of the glass to 

properly balance a tea 

light. These can be     

purchased for less than 

$1 at most thrift stores.  

             *****  

TBUMC Methodist Men 

will meet on Oct. 17 at 

7:00 PM in the church 

parlor. Come hear reports 

from those who attended 

the Harrisonburg UM Fall 

Rally as well as upcoming 

events. Please bring your 

Bibles so you are able    

to share an encouraging 

Word with someone if the 

opportunity arises. These 

meetings are open to all 

of our church men, so 

plan now to attend! Any 

questions, contact Jeff 

Delano at 459-4197.  

         

 

TRUNK OR TREAT will be celebrated on Sunday, Oct. 29 from 

1:00 —3:00 PM in the church parking lot. Everyone is invited,    

so please decorate your car trunks for the festivities and provide 

candy and/or small toys for the kids. We will also have fun with 

cookie decorating and crafts in the Fellowship Hall. Hot dogs and 

other snacks and goodies will be served! We will see you there!  



Inside Greeters:  Larry and Jenny Holler      Emmett & Phyllis Umberger 

Acolyte: Natalee Peterson            _____________ 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

Larry Holler       Sonny Holler 

Gary Kronk   

     Kevin Keller 

      

Visual Creation: 

 

Run Visuals: 

J.J. Funkhouser 

 

Brian Funkhouser      

     Debbie Buckley (10-1, 8) 
     Suzanna McCoy (10-15, 22, 29) 
 
       
     Sharon Keller 
    

Sound Board :    Doug Midkiff       Linda Hudgins 

       

Communion:    Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

   Dr. Stan Thompson,  

   Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

     Phyllis Umberger—Set-up 

     Dr. Stan Thompson, 

     Paul Wieber—Server    

Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m. 

Lay Ministry for OctoberLay Ministry for OctoberLay Ministry for OctoberLay Ministry for October    
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Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board for your convenience. Please find        
a substitute if you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve.     
Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided. 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:                                 
Coordinator: Shelba Funk—459-3919 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October 1—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman           

                                                                                          

October 8—Stan Maynard/Marcy Bauserman  

                       

October 15—Nancy Easto/Marcy Bauserman 

 

October 22—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman 

                                                            

October 29—Emmett Umberger/Marcy Bauserman 

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m. 

  

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ.”  ~ Colossians 23-24 NKJV 



Sermons & Scriptures for OctoberSermons & Scriptures for OctoberSermons & Scriptures for OctoberSermons & Scriptures for October    
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October 1 “The Ministry of a Transformed Church” Colossians 1:3-14 

October 8 “What is the Vision of Our Church?” Proverbs 29:18 

October 15 “Salva(on Music” Psalm 150 

October 22 “Hope for Those Hurt by the Church” 1 Cor. 12:25-27 

October 29 “The Righteous Will Shine Like the Sun” Ma2. 13:24-29, 36-43 

 October Birthdays 

1 Gregg Ryman 

2 Gary Holler 

2 Edward Smallwood 

3 Phyllis Fleming 

3 Hannah Peer 

4 Joanne Vance 

7 Chelsea Stine 

7 Gregg Pauletti 

9 Sharon Maynard 

10 Colton Wetzel 

11 Bryan Johnson 

11 Donna Huntsberger 

12 Robin Stout 

13 Cory Chapman 

14 Mike Sheetz 

14 Erin Frenzel 

14 Aden Richardson 

14 Sharon Stewart 

15 Gracie Grabenstein 

15 Kaylee Grabenstein 

15 Judy McClelland 

18 Chuck Jackson 

19 Tom Cockrell 

19 Kelly Storey 

21 Richard Keller 

22 Paul Buckley 

22 Maxine Minton 

23 Philip Ramsey 

24 Darin Keller 

 

 

Birthdays & AnniversariesBirthdays & AnniversariesBirthdays & AnniversariesBirthdays & Anniversaries    

October Anniversaries 

3 Lewis & Connie Broy 

9 Jeff & Linda Delano 

10 Chuck & Jeanne Jackson 

12 Bill & Judy Menges 

12 Arthur & Lisa Keller 

19 Lee & Deby Pugh 

20 Brett & Candy Phillips 

28 Jimmy & Kimberly Peterson 

Sermon PodcastSermon PodcastSermon PodcastSermon Podcast    
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s    

sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

h�p://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

and click on the latest media link. 

Please contact the church office for any additions 

or corrections to the birthday/anniversary list. 

 

Toms Brook UMC Charge Conference                                  

will be held on Wednesday, October 11                                   

at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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     Coming Up in November: 

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

Tuesday, November 14 

 

 

 

 Empty Bowl Soup Supper  

Friday, November 17 

Annual Fundraiser for the                                          

Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter 

Toms Brook UMC 
3263 N. Main St.,  

P.O. Box 99,  
Toms Brook, VA 22660 

 
Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Minister: 

Dr. Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes & 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

 

  

  


