
Mark 16:15-20 says, “And then He told them, ‘Go into all the world and  

preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who believes and is baptized           

will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned.               

These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast               

out demons in my name, and they will speak in new languages. They will    

be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous,    

it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and 

they will be healed.’ When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he 

was taken up into heaven and sat down in the place of honor at God’s right 

hand. And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord worked 

through them, confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.”  

What are we going to do now, and 

where do we go from here? These are  

a couple of questions that I prayerfully 

ponder. The church in the United States 

has never been where we are today. 

The church is really at a crossroads,      

a fork in the road, if you will. In many 

ways it is the choice between the     

narrow path and the wide path.                     

Because we are so prosperous, it is easy    

to trust in human ability. It is easy to trust in ourselves instead of God. 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:13, “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the 

narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many 

who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is 

difficult, and only a few ever find it.” This is the challenge set before us today. 

Which will we choose, the highway to hell or the narrow gate to life? Will we 

go on to the promised land or attempt to return to Egypt, or the way we’ve  

always done it? This is a new day, my friends, and the church must become  
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

“Becoming relevant 

means obeying                

Jesus and going to the 

lost sheep and the ‘less-

than’ of our community 

and loving them with the 

love of Christ.” 
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relevant to the time in which we live. Becoming relevant 
does not mean changing the Bible to reflect the culture 
in which we live. Becoming relevant means obeying                
Jesus and going to the lost sheep and the “less-than” of 
our community and loving them with the love of Christ. 
This means witnessing the good news about Jesus’ 
death on the cross for our sins and His resurrection so 
that by trusting in Him every person can be forgiven  
and saved. Jesus is the Savior of the world and there is 
no other way to God. This is how the church becomes 
relevant in the time in which we live. We are called to 
such a time as this. This is a new day.  

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.                                                              

Thank You for sending Jesus to die for me on the cross.                                                                 

Help me obey Jesus commandments. In the mighty                                                                             

Name of Jesus, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you, 

 Pastor Stan 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to                     
Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         
sermons on our website.                                       

 

Just go to: 
www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

& click on the latest media link. 
                                                 

               From TBUMC’s Annual Community Picnic! 



It’s Time to Make Apple Butter! 
 

We are preparing for an apple butter-making weekend! Apple snitting will take 

place on Friday, October 11 starting at 1:00 PM at Ronnie and Cherie  
Funk’s house, 693 Jadwyn Road in Maurertown. Please bring your own paring 

knife, large pan and a lawn chair, plus a snack or finger food 

to share!  
 

Saturday, October 12 we will start boiling the apples early at 6:00 AM 

in the TBUMC’s back parking lot/shelter. This Saturday event will also     
include a nice breakfast. The final part of the process is filling the jars, 
so YOUR help is needed any part of the day!  
 

If you would like to donate sugar, please contact Kay Crawford (459-8728) with the amount 

you are donating. Jars are also needed (quart and pint). If you would like to donate some, 

please let Shelba Funk know (459-3919). A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board, so please 

place your orders early! Quarts are $8 and pints are $5. You can also call the church  

office to place an order. Ordered apple butter may be picked up between 2:00 - 4:00 PM on 
Saturday, October 12 or after church on Sunday, October 13. Any jars not picked up that 

weekend will be placed in the kitchen. Come out and join us for a nice, autumn day! 
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Community Fun & Fellowship 

God’s Gifts at the TBUMC  
Community Church Picnic 
When I think of all of God’s blessings, I can’t help but thank 

Him for such a wonderful time at this year’s Community 

Church Picnic! I saw His incredible gifts that day: 
 
 

Absolutely beautiful weather! A table FULL of food! 

HUGE smiles, conversation and lots of JOY! 

The Ambassadors of Joy were eager to sing of God’s love! 

Gerald Kingree standing with the AOJ, keeping time by clapping    

enthusiastically...full of joy! 

Linda Anderson and Billie Jeffery doing a little “dance” of joy to the music!  

Folks singing along, sometimes with closed eyes in worship, applauding God’s goodness. 

Tears running down cheeks of those touched by God’s love through the words of every song. 

Everyone quietly listening as Edwin Gregory sang an impromptu solo and then the love 

shown to him through cheers and applause! 

 

By Linda Baker,        
Missions Chair  

(Continued on Page 4) 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
   

Join us every 3rd Thursday evening for our ever-popular 

Community Dinners to be held in the Fellowship Hall for 
the cooler months. This is always a wonderful time of good 

fellowship and good friendships, lots of laughter and great 

FOOD! There is ALWAYS room for YOU, so please come! 
 

_______________________________________ 
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God’s Gifts at 
TBUMC Picnic 
 

There were many hands               

working together — before,  

during and after! 
 

The church and community   

was united! 
 

These were the sights and 

sounds of our church and the 

community at the picnic this 

year. God blesses, and His Spirit 

moves among us abundantly as we obey Him.                                 

Praise be to God! I’m already looking forward to                          

next year’s picnic!  

 
 

 

 APPRECIATION     

SUNDAY is OCT 13th: 
 

Please take a moment to 

thank Pastor Stan for all 

that he does for us here at 

TBUMC. Be sure to thank  

area pastors as well for their 

dedication to the Body of 

Christ and for reaching out 

to the community with the 

Good News of Jesus Christ! 
 

 

Scam Alert!  
 

The Richmond UMC office 

has alerted us about a scam 

that targets area churches 

and clergy. Parishioners are 

receiving emails/texts that 

appear to be coming from 

the pastor asking for money 

or gifts. The most requested 

items are for the person to 

reply (do NOT do this) or to 

purchase prepaid gift cards. 

These messages are made 

to look like they are coming 

from a trusted source rather 

than a scammer. Please be 

aware that these messages 

are NOT coming from Pastor 

Stan. He will never email 

you or text you to ask for 

money in any form. If you 

receive any such message, 

please report it to the 

church office right away.  

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Thursday                 

October 17  
at 6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall                                  



 

Compassion and Outreach 
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It’s time to start gathering gift items for shoeboxes to 

be shipped to boys and girls around the world! These 

shoeboxes will be located at the back of the church, so  
pick one up today or use your own shoe box. There is a 

brochure with a list of suggested items and instructions 

in each shoebox or you can find great ideas on the    

Samaritan’s Purse’s website indicated below. Some               
ideas to include are: 
 

∗ One large toy like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer ball with a pump, or a plush stuffed 

animal. Other small toys like matchbox cars, musical instruments, puzzles, and jump 

ropes are great! 

∗ School supplies such as pencils, crayons, notebooks, erasers, pens, coloring books, 

etc., are really loved by the children.  

∗ Non-Liquid Hygiene Items include toothbrushes, bar soap,  washcloths, combs, etc.       

**Please, no toothpaste is allowed** 

∗ Personal Notes and Photos are loved by the children! If you include your name and   

address, a child may be able to write to you! 
 

 

Please include a $9.00 donation for the 
postage with your shoe box. NO CANDY 
and NO TOOTHPASTE can be shipped in 

the containers, please.  
 

  

 

 

 
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 

The deadline to return shoeboxes to 

TBUMC is November 4. If you have 

any questions, contact Linda Baker at 

(540) 335-3640 or Kathy Rivers at (540) 

842-1962. The official OCC website is: 

There’s Nothing Better for Christmas Than a Child’s Smile! 



 

  
Worship Team: 
 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolytes: Jesse Newcomb (6, 20) Bristol Grabenstein (13, 27) 

Visual Creation: Lee Pugh 

Run Visuals:  Lee Pugh (6) Jimmy Peterson (13, 20) Sharon Keller (27)  

Sound Board: Deby Pugh (6) Doug Midkiff (13) Kim Peterson (20, 27) 

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 
 

 

Sunday School Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
Coordinator:  Shelba Funk 459-3919 
 

October 6: Bobby Funkhouser/Marcy Bauserman                                             

October 13: Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman 

October 20: Mila Strader/Marcy Bauserman  

October 27: Sandee Stickley /Marcy Bauserman  

 

Lay Ministry for OCTOBER 

Page  6 

October Birthdays ————————————————
1 Gregg Ryman 
2 Gary Holler 
2 Edward Smallwood 
3 Phyllis Fleming 
3 Hannah Peer 
7 Chelsea Stine 
7 Gregg Pauletti 
10 Colton Wetzel 
11 Bryan Johnson 
11 Donna Huntsberger 
12 Karmen Johnson 
12 Robin Stout 
13 Cory Chapman 
14 Mike Sheetz 
14 Erin Frenzel 
14 Aden Richardson 
14 Sharon Stewart 
15 Gracie Grabenstein 
15 Kaylee Grabenstein 
15 Judy McClelland 
18 Chuck Jackson 

19 Tom Cockrell 
19 Kelly Storey 
21 Richard Keller 
22 Maxine Minton 
24  Darin Keller 
28 Vicky Hopkins 

 

Anniversaries  

3 Lewis & Connie Broy 
9 Jeff & Linda Delano 
10 Chuck & Jeanne Jackson 
12 Bill & Judy Menges 
12 Arthur & Lisa Keller 
19 Lee & Deby Pugh 
20 Brett & Candy Phillips 
22 Cal & Alice Holden 
28 Jimmy & Kimberly Peterson 
30 Keith & Gretchen Brill  

November Newsletter 
Deadline is                          

October 14th!  
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God’s Many Blessings at Work! 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook  

For all who wish to grow in their prayer life, register 
NOW to attend the “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” event 
on Friday & Saturday, October 4-5 at the Manor 
Memorial UMC in New Market.  
 

Trained teams of laity and clergy have a deep desire 
to see God’s people strengthened in their personal 
prayer lives. This event will challenge and encourage 
all to take steps toward maturity in prayer. Please see  
back table of TBUMC and the bulletin board for more 
information and a registration form. What a powerful 
way to connect with God and others! 
 

“Lord, Teach Us to Pray” 
October 4 & 5, 2019 

Manor Memorial UMC, New Market 

Starting at 5:30 PM 


