The Witness
Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!
The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, “There are different kinds of
spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are different
kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it
is the same God who does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of
us so we can help each other.”
Last year, after much prayer and study of the community we live in, it seemed
clear to me that God was giving Toms Brook UMC the vision of, “Becoming the
Community’s Church.” This means that TBUMC would be a church the community
could come to and find support, regardless of need, and that we would be present
in the community as the followers of Jesus. Following this vision the Lord has
given us has already energized the congregation and provided much goodwill in
the community. What to do next then?
It has become apparent that many people today do not want to attend meetings
or join a committee. It seems that a lot of people see a committee like a bus with
one steering wheel and nine sets of brakes. So, then, people will say, “I will not
come to meetings, but if there’s work to do, I’ll be there.” I recently gave a
presentation on my two trips to South Korea and remembered that each lay
person I met there, in the Korean Methodist Church, has his or her own ministry.
I wondered if we could do that here. So, based on the South Korean Methodist
Church’s example, I have adopted the church motto of, “Every Person a Ministry.”
This means every person would discover the gift God has given them and then
use that gift in the church and in the community.
So, then, our church vision is, “Becoming the Community’s Church,” and our
church motto is, “Every Person a Ministry.” You will be hearing a lot about this
in the coming weeks and year as we discover what ministry God has called each
of us to do. From parking lot greeter to nursing home visitor and everything in
between, the Lord has gifted each one of us to serve Him in the church and in
the community. I look forward to learning and serving alongside you.
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for
gifting me to serve You and the community. Help me discover and use my
gift to help others so that many may know Jesus as Savior, too. In the
mighty Name of Jesus, amen.”
The peace of God be with you,

Pastor Stan
Pastor Stan
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By Barbara Coverstone
Remember the story of Jonah and the BIG fish? Jonah the prophet was instructed by God
to go and warn the people of the wicked city of Nineveh that He was going to pass judgment
on their sinfulness. Jonah didn’t much care for these sinful people, so he fled the city in a ship
instead of obeying God. Fast-forwarding through the book, we discover that he was thrown overboard and was about to drown when a huge fish swallowed him up. It was during these three
days and nights in the fish’s belly that Jonah had time to think, repent, and thank God for saving
his life. He eventually traveled back to Nineveh and warned the people as God had instructed.
Now, the people of Nineveh were fearful and full of remorse, and they repented for all of their
wicked ways. And God was so full of compassion for them that He forgave them! But
Jonah was having none of that! He was furious that God would forgive their many sins and,
again, ran away from God in rebellion. He stopped and sat down in the extreme heat of the day
and waited to see what God would do. And God, in His great compassion, again came to Jonah’s
aid and provided a large plant to shelter him from the heat, for which Jonah was very grateful.
His comfort slowly faded, however, as a worm started to feed on the large plant, eating away his
shelter. Jonah became weary and faint and whined to God that he just wanted to die! This time,
God decided to confront Jonah head-on:
“Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died? You feel sorry about the plant,
though you did nothing to put it there. And a plant is only, at best, short lived.
But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to
mention all of the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”
~ Jonah 4:9a, 10-11 (NLT)
When Jesus Christ came to the earth, ready to die for the sins of the world, He did NOT come
with vengeance in mind. Armed with the very nature of His Father, Jesus all but eradicated the
Mosaic Law by His charge in John 13:34, “A new command I give you: that you love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” But He did not stop there.
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, IF you love one another.” (vs. 35)
Sometimes as Christians we become too comfortable in our churches, separated from the rest of
the world and blind to its suffering. But God is forever seeking to save all who are lost in spiritual
darkness. We cannot run from our call as Jonah tried. God has given all Christians the ministry of
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:17-21), to woo people into a wonderful and right relationship with God
our Father through Jesus Christ. Choose today this pathway—God’s pathway—of love and
compassion for all. With Jesus as our example, LOVE never fails!
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Ministry Spotlight: TBUMC Church Council
By Bobby Funkhouser
TBUMC Council Chair
Greetings From Your Administrative Council: I would like to thank all who attend
our meetings and help with this ministry— yes, “ministry”—of our church. According to
the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, the Administrative Council "shall
provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, outreach, witness, and resources
in the local church. It shall also provide for the administration of its organization and temporal
life. It shall envision, plan, implement and annually evaluate the mission and ministry of the
church." It takes many parts to make a great church; with your help and hard work, we all make
Toms Brook United Methodist Church a Great Church and a place to make all feel welcome. All
members are welcome to attend Council meetings and share your ideas.
Our Charge Conference & Service will be on Monday, October 15 at 7:00 PM and is open
to all TBUMC members, so please come out this year. This event is a big part of what the Church
Council does for TBUMC annually. This year, our new DS Rev. Victor Gomez has a special
service planned for the event, complete with singing, skits, and a powerful message. (Note: only
TBUMC Council Members may vote at this event.) We look forward to seeing you there!

A mere thank you seems inadequate for the overwhelming
response we have received from our church family with
donations of stuffed animals for this ministry. Because of
the addition of various furry friends, we’ve decide to
change the name to Prayer Pals!
Your tremendous outpouring of love has already made a difference
in so many lives. By giving a donation to bless another,
we reflect our Father's love to those in need of His touch!
As a reminder, if you know of someone of any age that
could use a reminder of God's love, please take an animal
to them. If you or a loved one has been touched by
these prayer pals, please tell us about it!
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TBUMC Family & Friends
TBUMC NEWS:
RELAY FOR LIFE:
Let’s encourage those who
are battling cancer and
rejoice with those who will be
celebrating another birthday
cancer-free! Come join our
Relay for Life Team! Their
first meeting will be on
Thursday, October 4 at
6:00 PM in the parlor.

HEARTS & HANDS:
The ladies will be meeting on
Tuesday, October 16 at
7:00 PM to plan for fall
events. Following the meeting, Marlyn Hoffman will be
assisting the group with a fun
fall craft. Please come join
them and bring a friend!

PASTOR APPRECIATION
SUNDAY—OCTOBER 14:
Please take a moment to
thank Pastor Stan for all
that he does for us here at
TBUMC. And be sure to thank
area pastors as well for their
dedication to the Body of
Christ and reaching out to the
community with the Good
News of Jesus Christ!

It is time to start gathering small gift items to pack in shoeboxes
to be shipped to boys and girls around the world! Shoeboxes will be
located at the back of the church, so pick one up today or use your
own shoe box. There is a brochure with a list of suggested items and
instructions in each shoebox or you may find great ideas on the
Samaritan’s Purse website indicated below. Some ideas include:

∗

One large toy like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer ball with a
pump, or a plush stuffed animal. Other small toys like matchbox
cars, musical instruments, puzzles, and jump ropes are great!

∗

School supplies such as pencils, crayons, notebooks, erasers,
pens, coloring books, etc., are loved by the children.

∗

Non-liquid Hygiene Items include toothbrushes, bar soap,
washcloths, combs, etc. No toothpaste is allowed, please!

∗

Personal Notes and a Photo are encouraged. If you include
your name and address, a child may be able to write to you!
Please include a $9.00 donation for postage with your
shoe box. NO CANDY of any kind and NO TOOTHPASTE
can be shipped in the containers, please.

The deadline to return them to TBUMC is November 4 so we
have time to transport them to the drop-off location at Shenandoah
Community Fellowship. If you have questions, please contact Linda
Baker at (540)335-3640. The official OCC website is:
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

Page 5

TBUMC Family & Friends
TBUMC NEWS:
COMMUNITY DINNER:

Hurricane Florence Relief Fund
Established Through UMCOR
When tragedy strikes those around us, our immediate reaction
is, “What can I do to help?” In the aftermath of the terrible
destruction of Hurricane Florence, our hearts go out to all of
those who have lost loved ones and/or their total personal
belongings. While we are strongly being encouraged by those
involved in active recovery efforts to refrain from heading to
the Carolinas to “pitch in,” there IS a way that we can help!
First and foremost, PRAY. Secondly, please consider giving
through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). They
are a trusted organization committed to providing 100% of
their funds collected to the disaster victims. They also provide
loads of Cleaning Kits throughout the regions affected by the
storm. You can give to the UMCOR Disaster Relief fund by
placing your donation in the TBUMC’s Sunday offering—PLEASE
make checks payable to TBUMC with UMCOR in memo line—or
you can give via their website (umcor.org). THANK YOU!!

will be on Sunday, Oct. 28
right after the 2nd service in the
church parking lot. (If it rains,
it will be held in the Fellowship
Hall.) EVERYONE is invited, so
let’s decorate our car trunks for the festivities! Also, please provide
candy and/or small toys for the kids at your car. There will also be
cookie decorating and some games afterwards. Hot dogs and other
snacks will be served! Come join the kids for some FUN!

Our next TBUMC Community
Dinner will be Thursday,
October 18 at 6:00 PM. We
hope to have it in the church
shelter, pending the weather.
Please come out and join in
the good food and fellowship
with our neighbors. This is
always a special time for all!
Anyone who is interested in
helping to fix food or to serve,
please call or text Linda
Baker at 540-335-3640.

APPLE BUTTER EVENT
TO BE CANCELLED:
Unfortunately, due to some
health issues, Ronnie Funk
and the “Apple Butter-Making
Team” have decided to cancel
the event for this year. Please
take time to let them know
how much you’ve appreciated
their efforts over the years in
leading the creation of this
infamous delicacy—and
please consider giving the
team a hand next year with
the whole process.
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Lay Ministry for OCTOBER
Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM
Inside Greeters:

Leo and Gloria Ryman

Acolyte:

Natalee Peterson (7,21)

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM
Emmett and Phyllis Umberger
_____________

Mike Cockrell (14, 28)
Ushers:

Robert Neff-HU
Stan Maynard
Mary Fay Sandie Rinker

Kevin Keller

Visual Creation:

JJ Funkhouser

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Sharon Keller

Sound Board:

Doug Midkiff

Debbie Buckley

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Server

Phyllis Umberger—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson—Server

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
Coordinator: Shelba Funk 459-3919

“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who
has given me strength to do His work.
October 7—Diana Bauserman/Marcy Bauserman
He considered me trustworthy and
October 14—Sandee Stickley/Marcy Bauserman
appointed me to serve Him.”
October 21—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman
~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT
October 28—Emmett Umberger/Marcy Bauserman
Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.

Sermon Podcast
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s
sermons on our website. Just go to:
http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/
and click on the latest media link.

“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep His promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to
acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together,
as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that
the day of His return is drawing near.” ~ Hebrews 10:23-25
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OCTOBER is Fire Prevention Month

O

CTOBER is Fire Prevention Month, with
the week of October 7-13 designated as
Safety Week. We are entering a cooler
season with the increased use of electric heaters
and fireplaces. And then there is the all-too-common
danger of Christmas tree fires. Below are a few basic
tips for fire safety in your homes:
•

Purchase smoke detectors for your home.

•

Periodically test each detector and replace
batteries when needed.

•

Make sure there is an alarm on each level of your
home, especially outside of each bedroom.

•

Install escape ladders on upper level floors of home.

•

Make and practice your family escape plan.

•

Get a yearly and professional service checkup on your
furnace, clothes dryer and chimney.

For more fire safety tips, visit NFPA.org. Please be safe
this coming season! Resources: NFPA.org, First Alert
I can no other answer make, but, thanks...and
thanks. ~ William Shakespeare
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends. ~ John 15:13

TBUMC October Birthdays
1
2
2
3
3
7
7
9
10
11
11
12
12
13
14
14

Gregg Ryman
Gary Holler
Edward Smallwood
Phyllis Fleming
Hannah Peer
Chelsea Stine
Gregg Pauletti
Sharon Maynard
Colton Wetzel
Bryan Johnson
Donna Huntsberger
Karmen Johnson
Robin Stout
Cory Chapman
Mike Sheetz
Erin Frenzel

14
14
15
15
15
18
19
19
21
22
22
23
24

Toms Brook Fire Dept.

Let’s pray for our men and
women in the local emergency
services, especially those with the
TOMS BROOK FIRE DEPT and
SHEN CO FIRE & RESCUE. They
risk their lives everyday to protect
the community and spend long
hours training for quick response.
Make sure to say THANK YOU
when you see them. They are
a blessing to the Toms Brook
community!

Anniversaries

13 Lewis & Connie Broy
Aden Richardson
9
Jeff & Linda Delano
Sharon Stewart
10
Chuck & Jeanne Jackson
Gracie Grabenstein
12 Bill & Judy Menges
Kaylee Grabenstein
12 Arthur & Lisa Keller
Judy McClelland
19 Lee & Deby Pugh
Chuck Jackson
20 Brett & Candy Phillips
Tom Cockrell
22 Cal & Alice Holden
Kelly Storey
28 Jimmy & Kimberly Peterson
Richard Keller
30 Keith & Gretchen Brill
Paul Buckley
Maxine Minton
(Please contact the church office for any additions
Philip Ramsey
or corrections to the birthday or anniversary lists.)
Darin Keller

Toms Brook

The Answer

United Methodist
Church

I thanked God in the evening
When the day was past and gone,
And I praised Him for His Presence
Guiding me from early dawn.

3263 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Office Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net
Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Pastor Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Application Classes
& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Witness
P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Many were the cares and problems
There arose, unseen, to meet;
But His Presence was my pilot,
Calmly sailing o’er the deep.
So I lay aside earth’s problems
Now the shades of evening fall,
Thus in peace and faith to slumber
With His Presence over all.
By Charlotte G Johnstone

