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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

 Our Scripture lesson today is I Thessalonians 5:14: “Brothers and sisters, 

we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take 

tender care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one 

pays back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people. 
16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” I wonder, sometimes, what 

the Lord must think when He has given so much for His people, but seemingly  

receives so little thanks in return. I have often thought about this because I do 

not want to be an ungrateful child of God, but instead want to truly show love 

and appreciation for all the Lord has done for me. How to do this, I wonder?    

For me, I actually tell the Lord I love Him and thank Him for all He has done,  

plus thank Him for what He is doing and will do in the future. Then I try and be 

an obedient son, as written in I Peter 1:14, “So you must live as God's obedient 

children. Don't slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires.” 

Being thankful means obeying God’s commands. After all, Jesus did say in John 

15:15, “Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who 

love me.” Obeying the commands of Jesus is, for me, a principle way of giving 

thanks to God. I feel much like the 119 Psalmist who wrote, 7 “As I learn your 

righteous regulations, I will thank you by living as I should!” This Thanksgiving 

season, I have so much to be thankful for. It is my hope and prayer that I can 

show my thankfulness by living the way I should and by showing my love for    

my Savior Jesus by obeying His commandments. 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for all 

You’ve done, are doing, and will do in the future for me. Help me to obey Your 

commandments and live the way I should. In Jesus’ Name, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you,                                                                                  

Pastor StanPastor StanPastor StanPastor Stan    

Pastor Stan Thompson 
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It has never ceased to amaze me...the reactions I get when I reveal my family’s longtime secret 
to a great Thanksgiving dinner: Sauerkraut. Now, it’s not just the stinky cabbage that’s fermented 
in vinegary stuff. It’s the addition of garlic, black pepper, onions, parmesan cheese, and bacon 
grease, all mixed together and simmered “until the cows come home.” You might as well give  
the turkey back its feathers than to serve it at our house without sauerkraut...made just right. 
 

I come from a family that is slow to change and quick to find humor in the not-so humorous    
situations of life. One holiday season my newlywed sister-in-law, seemingly naive to the ways    
of our peculiar family, attempted to make our traditional, shortbread-type cookies that have been 
deemed almost sacred. She decided to add a different flavoring to the somewhat bland cookies, 
and one bite revealed the foreign taste. My horrified brother, realizing the almost fatalistic error 
of her ways, chastised the poor woman with a short, but clear warning:  

“Don’t mess with the recipe!”   

Roars of laughter ensued from us all, and to this day, this one-liner has become the quick           
comeback to many a dispute—mixing folly with wisdom for life’s recipe for success. 
 

Jesus was fielding questions from a group of Sadducees when one of the teachers of religious law 
asked which commandment was the most important. He replied, "The most important one is this:  
'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this: 
'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." (Mark 12:28-31) 
 

God has His own simple recipe for success in this life, and it is found in His Word. And thankfully, 
His Word doesn’t change. As we enter into this busy holiday season of great recipes, bright lights, 
and giving and receiving with presents galore, let us not be quick to overlook the one ingredient 
that is so often left out: Love.  It just won’t taste as good without it!  
 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”                                        

~ Psalm 107:1 

 

Don’t Mess With the Recipe! 

            Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
           Tuesday, November 14 - 6:30 PM 

 

Hearts & Hands will be hosting our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner in our    

Fellowship Hall, and YOU are invited! The turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes 

and gravy will be provided. Side dishes and desserts are very appreciated. 

What a wonderful time for our church to gather together for fellowship and 

thankfulness! Come and partake! Be blessed...and be a blessing to others! 

By Barbara Coverstone 
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Church & Community Working Together 

Roof Mission Project - November 11 at 7:00 AM 

The Missions Committee is organizing a day of roof repair  

for a senior citizen of the community. Volunteers are needed   

to help nail shingles, clean the roof, or to be a gopher. You can 

also help make lunch, keep the coffee coming, or just come and  

help out wherever needed. There will also be an Ice Cream 

Social after both services Sunday, November 12 

with a free will offering to help with the costs of the 

repairs. Contact Gary Kronk at (540) 335-9075 if 

you can help. THANK YOU! 

Picnic Shelter Progress! 
 

 

Hearts & Hands are now 

collecting new or like new 

bras for Human Trafficking 

recovery victims for “New 

Creations,” in addition to 

their shoe collection. Please 

put them in a plastic bag and 

place in the shoes box under 

the coatrack in the Narthex.  

****** 

Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes can still be 

packed for distribution for 

Christmas! These wonderful 

gifts will be shipped to kids  

all around the world! Be sure 

to include $9.00 for postage. 

Deadline to return them 

to TBUMC: November 12.  

Any questions, contact Linda 

Baker at (540) 477-3550.  

****** 

Joy Seekers Bible Study  

will be starting a new study  

Thursday, November 2    

at 10:00 AM called “Return 

from Exile,” covering the 

books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 

Haggai, and Zechariah. The 

cost of the book is $9.00. 

Living Waters Bible Study 

is currently enjoying a study 

of the book of Proverbs on 

Thursdays at 7:00 PM.  

Up & Coming:  

Just drive by the 

church during the 

week and you will 

see hard-working 

men of the church 

and community 

who are helping    

to complete our 

exciting new Picnic 

Shelter! Be sure to 

give a BIG thanks 

to this great group 

of volunteers!  

 

—$10,000 

—$9,000 

We are just about at goal for the             

Miss Margaret Hottle Picnic                

Shelter and Family Use Area!                                         

It’s exciting to watch the Lord bless   

this church and its community we live in! 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO GAVE! 
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Count Your Blessings! Name Them One By One... 

We are so blessed to be part of a church family and community here in the beautiful 

Shenandoah Valley! Even though some days we may feel lonely or forgotten, we 

have SO much to be thankful for! One of the  ways to find the JOY of the Lord that 

is our strength is by counting all of our blessings. As we start to think about all we 

have and Whose we are, we can’t help but be surprised at what the Lord has done!   

 

As part of the “Senior          

Moments” team, I am so 

blessed by each senior who 

participates by attending     

our luncheons. What a true 

blessing it is to be able to  

honor the many who have  

given so much of themselves 

to our church!  

Linda Delano 

I am thankful for a Missions      

Committee who cares about the  

mission of helping others! And I am 

thankful that, when asked, they will 

do what is needed! And personally,   

I am thankful for the family God 

gave me who love and support me 

always. And I am also thankful for 

my church family who, differences 

aside, love me anyway. And above all, 

I am thankful for my salvation 

through the grace of God and Jesus’ 

blood! 

Linda Baker 

Thanks to all TBUMC 

Leadership for diligently 

submitting reports early 

and completely for 

Church Conference!     

You are AWESOME!! 

I am very blessed to have Barbara and 

Pastor Stan to work with! Both of 

them are so easy to get along with in 

their respective positions. The three 

of us work well together, I think! 

Marcy Bauserman 

We are so thankful for 

all of the  volunteers 

who come in throughout 

the week/month to help 

with the bulletin and 

newsletter. From the 

proofing to the folding, 

they are a tremendous 

blessing! 

Church Office Staff 

Many thanks to the PICNIC    

SHELTER crew who worked      

tirelessly to build us a great 

place to enjoy church activities 

as well as touching our community 

with  outreach programs!  

THANK YOU! 

Many, many thanks to 

our courageous men 

and women who serve 

or have served in our 

armed forces. This 

also includes those in 

our law enforcement, 

fire and rescue, and 

other first responders. 

THANK YOU!  

As one of the adult Sunday School teachers I am 

thankful for my co-teacher, Mary Fay, and our 

class who challenge us each Sunday to search for 

Bible truths. I am also thankful for the History 

Committee who helped me to organize the church 

archives.  

Gloria Ryman 
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...It May Surprise You What the Lord Has Done! 

 

I am so very thankful and appreciative of   

all the wonderful ladies that I volunteer 

with.  Many of them volunteer in other    

organizations and are active in other areas 

of the church. Yet, they show up to help 

with whatever is going on in Hearts and 

Hands. They always seem to rise to the   

occasion, whatever it is, often spending 6   

to 8 hours  at a time preparing meals or   

doing other activities. They are truly       

angels! And personally, I am thankful for   

my family, my health, and living in America. 
 

 

Marie Ryman 

Hanging of the Greens  

 

 

Come out Friday, November 24, 

beginning at 6:30 PM and join the  

Worship Committee as we prepare 

the sanctuary for the season of  

Advent. This is a wonderful time  

of sharing in the beauty of God’s 

creation in our place or worship, 

plus great fellowship with others.  

I’m so thankful to the men who 

are able to attend our monthly 

Methodist Men’s meetings and 

very grateful for all that take 

care of our church and church 

property. 

We are also so blessed to have 

many Prayer Warriors who lift 

up our prayer concerns daily to 

God’s Throne of Grace.  He 

hears us!  

Jeff Delano 

Community Thanksgiving 
Service 

Sunday, November 19 - 7:00 PM 

At Mt. Olive United Methodist 

Come and join the area churches for a community service 
to celebrate the wonderful things the Lord has done for us 
and in us! Pastor Katie Freund from St. Peter’s Lutheran 
will be sharing the Word with us. Also, a special group of 
our ministers will be combining their musical gifts as we 
worship our Lord in song! Come be a part of this special 
time of fellowship and thankfulness!   

As members of TBUMC our      

cup overflows with our loving 

church family, Sunday School 

group, inspiring pianist and choir, 

teaching pastor, conscientious 

temple keeper, and all the willing 

hands who make up the body of 

Christ.  We are also thankful for 

the good health of our family, 

children and grandchildren and  

all the blessings the Lord pours 

out on us on a daily basis. 

 

Stan and Sharon Maynard 

Thank you to 

all of those 

who faithfully 

make APPLE 

BUTTER for 

the church to   

enjoy...and for 

helping to 

fund the new 

carpet in the 

church from 

its proceeds! 

What a great 

blessing! 

Many thanks to our Worship team...from the lay workers  

to the choir members...who serve so faithfully to help us 

enter every Sunday into worship and song. It is truly a 

blessing to be a part of such a committed group of people! 

So much thanks to our 

Leadership Teams and 

Church Council who 

work hard to ensure 

we are led by divine 

wisdom and example. 

THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to the special men 

and women who strive to come 

up with the yearly budget and 

manage all of the financials for 

the church. What a job! Thank 

you SO much! 



S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

Coordinator: Candy Phillips - 465-5071 
 

November 5—Candy Phillips/Marcy Bauserman                                               

November 12—Becky Stickley/Marcy Bauserman 

November 19—Debbie Buckley/Marcy Bauserman       

November 26—Pastor Stan Thompson/ Marcy Bauserman           

Inside Greeters:  Darrell and Becky Stickley      Tony and Tina Davis 

Acolyte: Chelsea Stine            _____________ 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

Jeff Delano     Darrell Stickley      

Linda Delano 

     Paul Buckley 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Linda Hudgins 

Brian Funkhouser      

     Sharon McCarthy 
      
     Peyton McCarthy 
    

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff       Lee Pugh 

       

Communion:    Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

   Dr. Stan Thompson,  

   Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

     Tina Davis—Set-up 

     Dr. Stan Thompson, 

     Paul Wieber—Server    

Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m. 

Lay Ministry for November 
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Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided. 

“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

has given me strength to do His work.                        

He considered me trustworthy and                   

appointed me to serve Him.”      

~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT 

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m. 

 A Note from the Administrative Council: 

We wanted to express a big thank you to all of those who stepped up and accepted leadership  

positions at TBUMC for the upcoming year 2018.  There have been a few changes made in various 

categories, with the condensing of some positions and elimination of others. This was done to  

better reflect what the District office desires and it also aligns ourselves to the modern day UMC.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bobby Funkhouser at 540-325-8772.  

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 

Daylight Savings Time 

Ends on Sunday,               

November 5.                           

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back                 

one hour before services! 



Celebrate ~ With Age Comes Wisdom! 
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November              
Birthdays 

1 Michaela Jo                   
 Fleming 

3 Carly Lively 

4 Scott Rinker 

4 Mark Prince 

4 Mary Fay 

6 Grace Davis 

6 Olivia Keller 

8 Scott Ryman 

10 Leo Ryman 

11 Laura Maynard 

13 Michael McCoy 

14 Emily Moran 

15 Susan Bailey   

 

 

16 Ashley Glading 

19 Marie Ryman 

20 Adam Bodkin 

20 Nina Partlowe 

21 Stephen McCarthy 

21 Issabelle Spronse 

22 Kayla Rinker 

25 Johnette Chapman 

25 Brett Phillips 

25 Danny Lichliter 

26 Debra Grant 

28 James Currie 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

28 Doug Midkiff 

30 Chance Stickley 

November Anniversaries 

  6 Chuck & Donna Eagle 

16 Larry & Phyllis Himelright 

22 Nelson & Marie Ryman 

24 Ken & Marlyn Hoffman 

24 Gary & Pat Holler 

26 Robert & Debbie Funkhouser 

27 Michael & Cindy Hunter 

29 Scott & Dawn Rinker 

Please contact the church office for any additions 

or corrections to the birthday/anniversary list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Come join in the fellowship, food and fun! Senior Moments presents the many faces of 
Robbie Limon of Middletown, Virginia, an award-winning entertainer who mixes vocal   
performances with acting/singing roles at professional theater, including the lead roles as 
Hank Williams, Sr. and Buddy Holly at Wayside Theater. 

The luncheon will take place in the Fellowship Hall, and is FREE for Seniors 65+ who are 
church members and friends of the church. Senior guests 65+ are also invited for a nominal 
$5.00 fee. Please sign up on the sheet on the church bulletin board or call Jeff & Linda  
Delano (459-4197) to attend.  

Senior Moments 
Luncheon 

With Robbie Limon 

Friday, November 17  

11:00 am   
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Toms Brook UMC 
3263 N. Main St.,  

P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Minister: 

Dr. Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes & 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

 

  

  

The Lebanon-St. Stephen’s                                       

Community Choir’s 35th Annual               

Christmas Concerts 

This season, we are celebrating our 35th Anniversary        

of performing Christmas and Easter concerts here in the        

Shenandoah Valley! We have gathered favorite selections       

to the choir and community for a special concert. The LSCC 

consists of volunteer members from nearly 20 churches within 

the county. We have a beautiful concert season planned for 

you this year. Please come out and support these concerts.   

Let us “Behold Our God!” 

Nov. 25  Greenfield Reflections -- Strasburg 6:30 pm 

Nov. 26  Strasburg United Methodist Church – 7:00 pm 

Dec.  2   Mt. Jackson United Methodist Church – 7:00 pm 

Dec.  3   Emmanuel, Fishers Hill – 7:00 pm 

Dec.  9   Middletown Presbyterian Church – 7:00 pm 

Dec. 10  Toms Brook United Methodist Church – 7:00 pm 


