
The ministry of a transformed church, that work I do for God because I      

belong to God, begins with who I believe God to be. This is vitally important 

because I will live out who I believe God to be. My dedication, motivation,   

inspiration, and desire for education will be based on who I believe God to 

be. If my God is little and powerless, then my faith will be little and power-

less. If my God is unlimited in size and power, my faith will be huge and  

powerful. Let’s see what it looks like when my God is the all-powerful God.   
 

Isaiah 45:18 says, “For the Lord is God, and he created the heavens and 

earth and put everything in place. He made the world to be lived in, not to  

be a place of empty chaos. ‘I am the Lord,’ he says, ‘and there is no other.      

I publicly proclaim bold promises. I do not whisper obscurities in some dark 

corner. I would not have told the people of Israel to seek me if I could not be 

found. I, the Lord, speak only what is true and declare only what is right.   

For there is no other God but me, a righteous God and Savior. There is none 

but me. Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no 

other. I have sworn by my own name; I have spoken the truth, and I will 

never go back on my word: Every knee will bend to me, and every tongue 

will confess allegiance to me.’”  
 

So, when my God is big: 

• He is the only living God. 

• He is righteous and speaks only the truth. 

• He never goes back on His Word. 

• Salvation only comes through Him. 

• Every knee will bend before Him. 

• He is the final judge of humanity. 
 

When I serve the God who is all-powerful,                                                

I know I am not only accountable to Him—this is called the fear of the Lord, 

by the way—but He has also gifted and empowered me to do the ministry He 

has called me to. Therefore, there is urgency to my work for Him. And I have  
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

“I have confidence 

that the all-powerful 

God will provide 

whatever I need to 

do the work He has 

assigned me.” 

(Pastor’s Letter Continued Page 3)  



 

The Secret Place     
By Barbara Coverstone 
 

I can still remember that little brick house at 1911 Elmhurst Avenue. My older sister and I 
shared the upstairs attic-like room that stretched the length of the house. With four small             
children and a dog, my parents found it necessary to use every available space in the small 
home. I recall through the eyes of a youngster my delight with that room and the enormity of  
it all. Off to the side of the room was our secret hideout—a two by six storage area adjacent to 
rafters that were stuffed with fuzzy, cotton candy-like substance. All four kids had fun crawling 
into the hideout and discovering all over again its special hidden treasures: magical Christmas 
decorations and ornaments; a large, white box made of colorful, speckled foam that we always 
took on camping trips; or the numerous paint-chipped pots that once held prickly things Mom  
insisted were plants.  
  

I’m reminded of the ageless book “The Hiding Place” by Corrie Ten Boom who describes a     
secret hiding place of her own in the midst of the suffering she and her family experienced in 
the concentration camps of World War II. Ten Boom chose God’s will over reason and fear by 
helping to hide countless Jews and other persecuted Dutch nationals caught in Adolf Hitler’s  
insane regime. For four years, many found shelter in the small, makeshift room adjacent to   
her own bedroom. It was only after her arrest that the details of this secret hiding place were 
revealed. 
 

During a long, horrific year in the dehumanizing camps in which her sister perished, Ten Boom 
came to depend on the only One she could trust. Her story not only recounts the secret room, 
but a greater secret she discovered as she was stripped of everything else that kept her safe. 
There was a secret place that no one could invade— a refuge that would keep her filled with   
the comfort of God’s presence and a force that would guard her heart from certain bitterness 
and ultimate despair: the secret shelter of the Most High God. 
 

King David, who needed both the love and the forgiveness of God, cried out in Psalm 32:7—  

“You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble,                                             
and surround me with songs of deliverance.” 

 

And again in Psalm 91:1— 

“He who dwells in the secret place                                       
of the Most High, shall abide (or rest)                                
under the shadow of the Almighty.” 

   

Despite a world of uncertain times, struggles to find                       
answers, and life’s own concerns and doubts, we can                    
find refuge in the shelter of God’s love and His will for us      
as children of the Light. We must simply love—and forgive. 
And only as we rest in this secret place can we truly find 
the hidden treasures He has for us: the priceless gifts of 
love, joy, and peace within. 

 



Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to                                                    

Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         
sermons on our website:                                      
www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

& click on the latest media link. 
                                                 

 

      Operation Christmas Child  
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There’s still time to gather gift items for 
shoeboxes to be shipped to boys and girls 
around the world! There are shoeboxes     
located in the back of the TBUMC sanctuary, 
and each contains a brochure with a list of 
suggested items and instructions. You can 
also find great ideas on the Samaritan’s 
Purse website below. Ideas include: 
 

∗ One large toy like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer ball 

with a pump, or a plush stuffed animal. Other small toys like 

matchbox cars, musical instruments, puzzles, and jump ropes are great! 

∗ School supplies such as pencils, crayons, notebooks, erasers, pens, coloring books, 

etc., are really loved by the children.  

∗ Non-Liquid Hygiene Items include toothbrushes, bar soap,  washcloths, combs, etc.       

**Please, no toothpaste is allowed** 

∗ Personal Notes and Photos are loved by the children! If you include your name and   

address, a child may be able to write to you! 
 

 

Please include a $9.00 donation for the postage with your shoe box. NO CANDY 
or TOOTHPASTE can be shipped in  the containers, please.   

 

The deadline to return shoeboxes to TBUMC is November 3. If you have questions, 

contact Linda Baker at (540) 335-3640 or Kathy Rivers at (540) 842-1962. The official OCC 

website is: www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/. 

___________________________________________________________ 
Continued From Front Page                                                                

Pastor’s Letter  

 

confidence that the all-powerful God will provide whatever I 

need to do the work He has assigned me. And, together, we   

become the Transformed Church of Jesus Christ. Because our 

God, IS God! Let us pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thank You for being who You are and for making us 

who we are. Together, may we teach the world to turn from 

their sins and accept the only Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. 

All glory to You. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

Pastor Stan 



 
 

Come join in the fellowship, food and fun! TBUMC’s Senior 
Moments presents the many faces of Robbie Limon, an 
award-winning entertainer who mixes vocal performances 
with acting/singing roles including the lead roles as Hank 
Williams, Sr. and Buddy Holly at the Wayside Theater. 
 

The luncheon is FREE for seniors 65+ who are church 
members and friends of the church. Senior guests 65+  
are also invited for a nominal cost of $5.00. Please sign up 
on the church bulletin board or call Jeff & Linda Delano 
(459-4197) to attend.  

 

                                               
 
 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

Sunday, November 24 at 7:00 PM 
in the TBUMC Sanctuary 

 
 

Come join area churches for the Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Service to celebrate the great things the 
Lord has done for us and in us! Pastor Patrick Freund 
of St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Toms Brook will be               
sharing the Word here at 
TBUMC. Come be a part of 
this special time of fellowship 
and thankfulness! Light                  
refreshments will follow. 

 
 
 
 
 

Poinsettias will be 

placed in the sanctuary on 
Sunday, December 15.  
We will be purchasing these 
beautiful flowers again from 
Stonewall Jackson High 
School’s AG Department. 
They are $6.00 per plant 
(red or white) and proceeds 
will help the students with 
fundraising. Order forms will 
be in the bulletins starting 
November 10. To order a 
poinsettia in honor/memory 
of a loved one, please use 
the form or call Barbara at 
the office. The deadline to   
order is Sunday, Dec. 1. 

 
 

T-Shirts Orders  
 

No doubt you have seen the 
new, red TBUMC T-shirts 
around the church as they 
are modeled by members  
and Pastor Stan himself! We 
will be placing another order 
soon, so if you would like to 
order one, please let Linda 
Baker with Missions or         
Barbara in the office know. 
They are a cotton-blend 
with unisex sizing (they run 
big) and cost $8.50 each.   

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Senior Moments Luncheon 
With Robbie Limon 

Friday, November 15—11:00 AM  
TBUMC Fellowship Hall  



Thursday, November 21—6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall                                  
 

Pass the pumpkin pie! It is that time of year again to enjoy the company of others while 

gathering to give thanks. What better time than at our monthly Community Dinner! This 

month, we celebrate our wonderful Lord’s abundance and goodness in our lives by opening 

our doors to friends and neighbors for our Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner on 

Thursday, November 21 at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Turkey, dressing, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, and green beans are on the menu and being furnished. Those who are 

able and would like to are asked to bring any additional sides and desserts to share with the 

group. This is ALWAYS a very special gathering—and it won’t be the same without YOU!    

Please come out and join us on this special night...and HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

 
 
 
 

Welcome Friends and Neighbors! 
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Hanging of 
the Greens 

 

Please join us on Friday, November 29 starting at 6:00 PM as we 

prepare the sanctuary for the season of Advent with the Hanging of 

the Greens. This is a wonderful time of sharing in the beauty of God’s 

creation, plus an opportunity to fellowship with others. Come join in the 

true excitement and JOY of ushering in the Christmas season! 



Prayer Bears Testimonies 

Th 
e four prayer bears had been riding in my car, 
squished together in the giant bag for days.                                
I had picked them out to give to four grieving little 

girls...their four-year-old sister had just died tragically in an            
accident with a horse. But the bears had to wait. The family 
wanted no visitors other than the immediate family...and so the 
bears waited...I waited. 
 

Then on Saturday, I got a call from my daughter Clare who    
told me of the other family who was hurting. The horse had  
been on their property, the child was on their watch, the blames 
and angry words were flying. And this family had kids too. The 
four-year-old was their friend. They were hurting and scared.   
My heart went out for this family, alone in their sadness. 
 

So, the bears found a home with the other family...with the other children. When I stopped 
by their house, the mom was surprised and grateful, taking the muffins and fruit I handed 
her with a smile and tears. I explained about the prayer bears that I had for the kids—the 
tangible, huggable reminders of God’s love for each of them. The kids hugged the bears 
with delighted smiles...smiles coming from the love only God can give. We hugged, then we 
prayed, then we hugged again. See, I had a plan for those prayer bears, but God had a 
better plan. His plan is always the better plan...praise God!  ~  Kathy Rivers 
 

 

Other Prayer Bear Testimonies: 
 
 

DOUG RUSH so appreciated being remembered by his church with a Prayer Bear during 
his recent health issue. Thank you, thank you! 
 

WAYNE STICKLEY & GLADYS recently 
mailed  a Prayer Bear to their friend Hank in 
Pensacola, Florida. Hank had been seriously ill 
and was overjoyed to be remembered and to 
know that the congregation of Toms Brook was 
sending up prayers for him! 
 

MOLLY, the granddaughter of Cecil and Wanda Cook, recently received a Prayer Bear.   
She was thrilled—it sits on her bed, she sleeps with it and has named him Rainbow.       
Such a wonderful blessing! 
 

We continue to be so blessed with the outpouring of love with all the donations of Prayer 
Bears (and other creatures!) If you know of someone—of any age—who is in need of      
encouragement for any reason, please take a Prayer Bear with you as you leave the TBUMC 
Sanctuary. And if you care to share the response from the person receiving the Prayer 
Bear, we would be delighted to receive it. Please contact Coordinator Alice Holden at    
aliceholden62@gmail.com or by phone at 459-9640. Many thanks and God Bless! 
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 Please Come Join Us! All Are Welcome! 

Prayer Changes Things! 
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Do you like to sing God’s praises, hear 

and study God’s Word, and watch God’s 

work through prayer? If so, please come 

join us weekday mornings at 7:00 AM 

for the Morning Prayer Service in the 

TBUMC sanctuary. This close group is  

eager to grow—not only in numbers, but 

also in the love and fellowship with one 

another. There is plenty of room for YOU! 

Start off your day and pray! 

Prayer Changes Things!  What a privilege it is to take 

each other’s burdens to the Lord! TBUMC now has two 

Prayer Nets—one in the Fellowship Hall and one in the 

Narthex—and a Prayer Box located in the parking lot 

next to the Wesley House. The requests for prayer      

deposited in these receptacles are taken very seriously. 

Each week, requests will be taken to the Lord during 

Sunday services and our daily Morning Prayer Services.  

 

 

 

“Cast all your cares on the Lord                                       
for He cares for you!”                                         

 

~ 1 Peter 5:7 

Cast All of Your 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”   
 

 

~ Philippians 4:6  



 

 
 
 

 
 

A ministry of love that is present in our church is the 

ministry of serving food to families after the funeral 

of a loved one. The ladies of the Hearts & Hands 

are faithful to this calling. 
 

At a hard place in people’s lives, simply serving a meal helps  

to demonstrate God’s love and compassion—and that is very  

important. As the light of God shines through to the hurting people, it brings some comfort 

into their lives and puts smiles on their faces, even in their brokenness. It truly helps to get 

them through a painful time. 
 

There are not only church families but also community friends and families who come       

together to share a meal and a time of healing. We allow God to speak through us as we 

show His love to others. 
 

Praise be to God for all of those who give their time and gifts to love hurting people in our 

church and community. Let’s join together with Hearts and Hands in this important ministry 

to all who are in need of a church family who cares.     
 
 
 
                    

              

   Local  Projects  
 

 

The TBUMC Missions Committee has organized                    

several local missions projects in Woodstock to take  

place on November 1st and 2nd. Breakfast will be 

served for helpers at TBUMC at 8:00 AM each morning, with plans to be at the project sites 

by 9:00 AM. These are wonderful opportunities for you to gather and assist those who are in 

need of a helping hand (or two). YOU can help in several ways—either in the kitchen with 

preparing the meals or as a worker for the various projects. There will be inside and outside 

work including yard work, brush clearing, painting, etc. The group will head back to TBUMC 

for lunch and then back to the projects for the remainder of the day. Please contact Kathy 

Church at 481-4974 if you are interested in helping or for more information on future     

projects. Thank you for helping our neighbors and friends! 

Church & Community Outreach 
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A Ministry of  

by Linda Baker 



Thank You from 4-H: 
 

Dear Toms Brook United Methodist Church: 
 

Thank you for allowing us to use the church once 

a month. If it wasn’t for you all, we wouldn't 

have a place to meet! Thank you for trusting us! 
 

Sincerely, 

Toms Brook 4-H Week 
 

Thank You from Connie Broy & 
Family: 
 

The family of Lewis “Whit” Broy would like to thank all who sent cards and made phone calls 

in this time of loss. Also, all the ladies who helped with refreshments after the Celebration of 

“Whit’s” Life. We are so blessed to have a wonderful church family. 
 

God Bless You,  
Connie Broy and Family  
 

Thank You from Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter                               
(as part of the Lend a Hand Fund): 
 

Thank you for your generous contribution. We truly appreciate it. Together, we make a                 
difference in the lives of others! 

 

 

 

Let Us Give Thanks  

Daylight Savings Time Ends on                          

Sunday, November 3.   

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back                                    
one hour before services! 
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Worship Team: 
 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Natalee Peterson 

Visual Creation: Kim Peterson 

Run Visuals:  Lee Pugh (3, 10, 17) Sharon Keller (24)  

Sound Board: Deby Pugh (3, 10) Doug Midkiff (17, 24) 

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 
 

 

Sunday School Devotion Leaders:   
Coordinator:  Candy Phillips 335-5541 
 

November 3: Mila Strader                                             

November 10: Candy Phillips   

November 17: Candy Phillips  

November 24: Billie Jeffery   

 

Pianist: Marcy Bauserman  

 

Lay Ministry for NOVEMBER 
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November Birthdays ———————————————
1 Michaela Jo Fleming 
3 Carly Lively 
4 Scott Rinker 
4 Mark Prince 
4 Mary Fay 
6 Grace Davis 
6 Olivia Keller 
8 Scott Ryman 
10 Leo Ryman 
11 Laura Maynard 
13 Michael McCoy 
14 Emily Moran 
15 Susan Bailey 
16 Ashley Glading 
19 Marie Ryman 
20 Adam Bodkin 
20 Nina Partlowe 
21 Stephen McCarthy 
21 Cody Neal 
21 Isabelle Spronse 
22 Kayla Rinker 

24 Cal Holden 
25 Johnette Chapman 
25 Brett Phillips 
25 Danny Lichliter 
26 Debra Grant 
28 James Currie 
28 Doug Midkiff 
30 Chance Stickley 

 

Anniversaries  

  6 Chuck & Donna Eagle 
16 Larry & Phyllis Himelright 
22 Nelson & Marie Ryman 
24 Ken & Marlyn Hoffman 
24 Gary & Pat Holler 
26 Bobby & Debbie Funkhouser 
27 Michael & Cindy Hunter 
29 Scott & Dawn Rinker 
 

December Newsletter 
Deadline is Week of                        

November 11th!  
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 Upcoming December Events 

Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s              
37th Annual Christmas Concerts 

 

Come join us as we gather for the Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir’s 37th   

Annual Christmas Season! They will be performing a wonderful selection of Christmas 

songs this year, and it always promises to be a beautiful occasion. The LSCC consists of    

volunteer members from over 20 churches within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s  

own Marcy Bauserman. Please come out and enjoy a magical evening dedicated to the  

celebration of the Birth of Our Savior, Jesus Christ!   
 

Dec. 1  Walnut Springs Christian Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec. 7 Mt. Jackson United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec.  8 Emmanuel, Fishers Hill at 3:30 PM 

Dec.  14  Strasburg United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec.  15  Toms Brook United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 
 

**For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to provide                                         

a variety of finger foods and desserts for a time of refreshments                              

and fellowship after the concert.** 

 

The Giving Tree 
Coming in December!                

More details to follow in upcoming                     
bulletins and the December Newsletter.  

 
Christmas Eve Services 

Tuesday, December 24 
Family Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service                      
at 10:00 PM 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook 

 

“Give Thanks to the Lord,            

for He is Good! 

His Love Endures                      

Forever!”                                  
 

 

~ Psalm 136:1 


