The Witness
Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!
The Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 3:15, “For as members of one body
you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message
about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each
other with all the wisdom He gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as
a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father.” What does the Christian life look like if lived according to Scripture?
Paul says because we are one body of Christ, God has called us to live in
peace. That sounds good to me since the world around us is always in such
an uproar. And while I am enjoying God’s peace, Paul says I am to “always
be thankful,” “have a thankful heart,” and be “giving thanks” to God our
Father through Jesus. In three verses, Paul commands me to be thankful
three times. I must admit, I really don’t thank the Lord as much as I
should. I am quite familiar with people who only show up when they want
something and sometimes don’t even say thanks. I do not want to be that
person, and yet I wonder what God thinks of my lack of thankfulness. We
are so blessed in this country and have so much to be thankful for. It is my
hope and prayer, as we enter into the season of Thanksgiving and then
Advent, that I will more mindful of being thankful. I hope you will join me.
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for
all the blessings of this life and my salvation. Help me always be thankful.
In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.”
The peace of God be with you,

Pastor Stan
Pastor Stan
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By Barbara Coverstone
It is hard to believe that we are in November already! We are coming up on a truly special
time of the year—Thanksgiving, my personally favorite holiday. It is a day set aside to show
our thanks and to be reminded to be truly thankful.
Did you hear that, Jesus? A WHOLE DAY! (He should feel honored, right?)
What is this about a special day on the calendar? Can we fit it into our busy schedules? Can
we adjust our meetings and playdates and Halloween festivities long enough to make time
to be thankful? Make sure to put it on our to-do lists with a big red check? Let’s do the “hifives” all around and snap those imaginary suspenders...and of course, let’s share our big
turkey spread on Facebook. “We have truly given thanks with our friends and families, and
a great time was had by all.” CHECK!
Jesus was travelling through a village while on His way to Jerusalem. He came upon 10
men, all afflicted with the horrendous illness known as leprosy: Hands and feet and noses
and fingers slowly decay to the point of dropping off, with eyes oozing of pus and infection.
Although the men kept their distance, as was law to those with the disease, they also had
heard this man Jesus could heal them. They pleaded, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
“He looked at them and said, ‘Go show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they
went, they were cleansed of their leprosy. One of them, when he saw that he
was healed, came back to Jesus, shouting, ‘Praise God!’ He fell to the ground
at Jesus’ feet, thanking Him for what He had done. This man was a Samaritan.
Jesus asked, ‘Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? Has no one
returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?’ And Jesus said to the man,
‘Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you.’” (Luke 17:11-19)
Did I mention that Jesus HEALED these men...totally? And how many came back to thank
Him? One. One out of 10. And he was a foreigner from Samaria...not like the other nine
who were, presumably, Jews. In other words, the man wasn’t a part of the covenant—the
church crowd—and, therefore, had no right to approach Jesus and no right to be healed.
He was much like our neighbors and those in our community who have no relationship
with Jesus, who have no church, no fellowship with believers—those outside on the fringe
who are lost.
The man shouted, “Praise God!” and fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking Him for
healing him. And not only was this man healed of further leprosy, his limbs and eyes were
made whole because of his faith. Now, was Jesus pleased at the man’s declaration of
thanks? I’m sure that He was, but He was also a little exasperated…He was like, “Really?”
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want Jesus to throw up His hands in frustration and
disappointment. I want Him so full of the joy of hearing His children—that’s US—being truly
THANKFUL, not just giving a momentary “thanks.” I like to think of it as “an attitude of
gratitude.” A lifestyle, as opposed to an event. Now, THAT’S what I’m talking about!
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Ministry Spotlight: Lend-A-Hand

We want to extend our many thanks to all who have contributed to the Lend-a-Hand
Fund at TBUMC. The fund was originally established several years ago to assist those
in the church and around the community who were in need with bills, food or gas money.
And what an overwhelming response we have received from YOU, our compassionate and
faithful donors! Due to increased security concerns and the high volume of calls and visits,
however, we have had to cease from providing individual assistance directly out of the
church office. But God always makes a way when we are ready and willing to help!
TBUMC has recently joined forces with other local churches through the Strasburg
Local Relief program. As part of this endeavor, we are now sending a monthly donation
(compiled of the donations we receive for the Lend-a-Hand Fund each month) to the
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter (SAS) who are better equipped to assess each
individual situation in order to give recipients the best possible assistance or referrals to
other resources. Your gifts are still being used to help those in need, but through a safer
and more secure process. Offerings will continue to be taken up once a month during the
Sunday services and your support is greatly appreciated. To better understand the mission
of SAS, please see this month’s article by SAS Director, Sheila Orndorff, on page 6. As
we focus on “becoming the community’s church,” we are grateful for organizations within
the community like SAS who share the vision of making a difference in our neighborhoods!

Come Join Us! All Are Welcome!

Do you like to sing God’s praises, hear and study God’s Word, and
see God’s work through prayer? If so, join us some weekday morning
at 7:00 AM for Morning Prayer Service. You will become hooked on it!
We are a small group that continues to grow—not only
in numbers but also in love and fellowship. Hope you will
try and join us one morning! (In case you are wondering,
you won’t be asked to pray out loud.)
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TBUMC Family & Friends
TBUMC NEWS:
Many thanks to
all who came
out for the
TBUMC Charge
Conference in
October. There
has been much
excitement about its new
format that included a time
of worship and dedication,
a humorous skit, and a
powerful message on
“Vision” from our new DS
Dr. Victor Gomez. We
were reminded of and
encouraged by the UMC’s
mission to “make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the
world.” Our new leaders/
officers for TBUMC were
elected and a wonderful
evening was enjoyed by all!

Senior Moments Luncheon
With Robbie Limon
Friday, November 16—11:00 AM
TBUMC Fellowship Hall
Come join us for good food, fellowship, and fun! TBUMC’s
Senior Moments welcomes the many faces of Robbie
Limon, an award-winning entertainer who has performed
professionally, including the lead roles of Hank Williams,
Sr. and Buddy Holly at Wayside Theater in Middletown.
The luncheon is FREE for Seniors 65+ who are church
members and friends of the church. Senior guests 65+
are also invited for a nominal $5.00. Please sign-up on the
church bulletin board or call Linda Delano at 459-4197.

Deadline is November 4
Please join us on Friday,
November 23, starting at
6:00 PM, as we prepare
the sanctuary for the
season of Advent with the
Hanging of the Greens.
This is a wonderful time of
sharing in the beauty of
God’s creation, plus a time
of fellowship with others.

Just a reminder that we are still collecting Christmas
Shoeboxes for boys and girls around the world! There
is still time! You can find shoeboxes in the back of the
church or use one of your own. There are lists of items
to fill them with and further instructions on the back
table or call the church office at 436-9312
for more details.
Help bring the JOY of Jesus to kids
everywhere! Deadline to have
shoeboxes at TBUMC is November 4th.
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TBUMC Family & Friends
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

TBUMC NEWS:

Thursday, November 15 — 6:00 PM
In the TBUMC Fellowship Hall

BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS will be
placed in the sanctuary on
Sunday, December 16.
It is NOT too early to start
thinking about your orders.
Order forms will be placed
in the bulletins starting on
November 11. To order
a poinsettia (your choice
of color) in memory of or
to honor a loved one,
please use the form or call
Barbara at the office. This
is a lovely way to honor our
loved ones and beautify
our sanctuary! Deadline
to order is Sunday,
December 2.

Pass the pumpkin pie! It is that time
of year again to enjoy the company of
others while gathering to give thanks.
What better time than at our monthly
Community Dinner! This month, we
celebrate our wonderful Lord’s abundance and goodness
in our lives by opening our doors to our friends and
neighbors for our Annual Community Thanksgiving
Dinner on Thursday, November 15 at 6:00 PM in
the Fellowship Hall. Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes
and gravy, and green beans are on the menu and being
furnished. Those who are able and would like to are
asked to bring any additional sides and desserts to share
with the group. This is ALWAYS a very special gathering—
and it won’t be the same without YOU! So, please come
out and join us!

A VERY HAPPY AND BLESSED THANKSGIVING
TO EVERYONE!

Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 18 — 7:00 PM
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Come join area churches for the Annual Community
Thanksgiving Service to celebrate the wonderful things
the Lord has done for us and in us! This year, TBUMC’s
own Pastor Stan Thompson will be sharing the Word
as we gather at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Toms
Brook. Also, a special group of the local ministers will
be combining their musical gifts again this year as we
worship our Lord in song! Come be a part of this special
time of fellowship and thankfulness! Light refreshments
will follow.

Just a reminder to all that
EVERYONE is welcome to
provide altar flowers for
one of our regular services.
This is a great way to
remember loved ones or to
celebrate special occasions
or milestones by decorating
the sanctuary with God’s
beautiful flowers. There
is a sign-up sheet outside
the library. Thank you!
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Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter
Preventing Homelessness With Help & Hope
As we approach the winter months, we all tend to see or hear about
potentially homeless households in our community struggling to
meet their basic needs such as food, shelter, clothing, and utility
bills. The truth is that families and individuals struggle year round
and our data shows significant increases in calls seeking housing
assistance during the summer months leading up to winter. Our
regional Centralized Housing Intake line shows a 23% increase in
calls during this last quarter (July-September) from households that
are homeless or at risk of losing their housing at any time.

“Our mission at Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter is to prevent
homelessness by providing supportive services and/or temporary
shelter to enable clients to achieve independence.”
Even with our efforts to implement a coordinated assessment/entry system/tool to address
all individuals or households who are homeless or near homeless facing eviction, we are still
challenged with resources to meet all of their basic needs or to stabilize their housing long
term. Insufficient earned income and unemployment, combined with a lack of affordable
housing, are among the chief causes of family homelessness. Today, 28 percent of workers
earn poverty-level wages and 42 percent make less than $15/hour. Most families living in
poverty spend at least half their income on housing. One in three American households has
no savings account. Millions of vulnerable households are one lost job or financial challenge
away from homelessness.
One of the most demanded requests for financial assistance is for past due/delinquent
utilities. In order to serve the community with utility assistance, we began collaborating
with the Salvation Army Utility Assistance
Program for the Shenandoah County chapter
in October 2013. This program is funded by
money collected annually in the Salvation
Army kettles from the first of November
through New Year’s Day. These funds
(around $30,000) are to be used exclusively
for Shenandoah County residents seeking
financial assistance with their delinquent and/
or past due utility bills. In the past year, we
have expanded this collaboration to a few local
churches within the county that were already
giving financial assistance for this purpose to
households in their town.
(Continued on Page 8)

Page 7

Welcome to the Community’s Church
The Sights & Sounds of Community Dinners
At 5 o’clock, I was walking across the parking lot at TBUMC...one hour before our October
Thursday Community Dinner. This would be the first one inside since we started having
them. Would people show up? Would they see the empty picnic shelter and think we had
cancelled? Would they be comfortable coming into a church? Maybe it would be the first
time for some or maybe it would be the only time for some since a loved one’s funeral.
When I stepped into the Fellowship Hall, there was Linda putting desserts on the tables and
getting things in order. In the kitchen potatoes were boiling, hot dogs were cooking, and
cans of sauerkraut were being opened. Amid the laughter of the team of volunteers were
lots of questions being lobbed around the room: How much of this? When should we do
that? And there was great thanks
that our two food services
“Great Help, Great Food,
people—Gary & Debbie—were
ready with the answers.
Great Fun… God Bless Us,
Debbie finished coaching Steve
Everyone!”
and Kathy on the new potato
masher with about 15 minutes to
go until “show time.” I stuck my head out of the kitchen door and saw about 10 people
scattered around the room. At that point I was thinking the 25 pounds of potatoes we
mashed would probably be enough!
With five minutes to go, the outside door opened and a steady stream of people came in
and down the hall. It was as if they were waiting in the parking lot for a signal. There
were lots of smiles and chatter as everyone found a seat. Pastor Stan thanked everyone
for coming and added a few announcements about next month’s dinner. As the prayer of
thanks ended and people got in line, the noise level raised substantially. We uncovered
the hot food that was still steaming and began serving the hungry. At least 75 people ate
and we continued giving until there was nothing left to give. As the evening was winding
down and people began to leave, you
could still hear well wishes and many
promising that “I’ll see you next month!”
Great help, great food, great fun. But the
best part of it all was not just providing
a meal for those who were in need, but
also showing “the least of these” that
they fit in, that they matter...that they
are LOVED. God bless us, everyone!

~ Anonymous
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Serving the Community...Together
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter - Cont’d From Page 6
Toms Brook United Methodist Church joined our collaboration in the fall of 2017
with a generous donation to be used for utility assistance in the towns of Toms Brook,
Maurertown, and Strasburg. Last fiscal year from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018, churches—
along with a grant from Shenandoah Community Foundation—contributed $14,924.26 in
funds to assist families and individuals in need of utility assistance. Many of these families
may be in danger of having their electric, water or heating source shut off. To-date this
fiscal year, our collaboration with county churches has provided $5480.16 in client funds
for utility assistance. This is in addition to the annual $30,000 from Salvation Army.
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter serves the population of Shenandoah County who are
under 80% of the Area Median Income regardless of race, color, religion, national origin,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, age and familial status through numerous financial
assistance programs. In fiscal year 2018, we served 152 households, representing 167
adults and 134 children totaling 301 individuals. Even though our grants’ catchment area
is Rockingham, Page, Shenandoah, Frederick, Warren, Clarke counties and the Cities of
Harrisonburg and Winchester, 47% of the total households served by Shenandoah Alliance
for Shelter reside in Shenandoah County. We also work in close collaboration with Family
Promise in Shenandoah County, a family shelter, and many other service agencies.

Join Our Upcoming Event!
Our 27th Annual Empty Bowl Soup Supper to be held on November 16, 2018 at
Central High School from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Cost of Tickets: $30 each and $20 for
student tickets. Tickets are available now at Woodstock Café in Woodstock, Edinburg Mill in
Edinburg, and Sager Real Estate in Strasburg. You may also purchase tickets online at our
website: allianceforshelter.org or by visiting our office at 109 N. Main St., Lawyers Row, in
Woodstock or calling our office at 540-459-3212.
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter, on behalf of our board of directors, staff, and our clients,
wishes to express how deeply grateful we are for the outpouring of support we receive
from Toms Brook United Methodist Church. Thank you!

Executive Director
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter
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TBUMC Family & Friends
From YOUR Relay for Life Team:
You are invited to come join
TBUMC’s Relay for Life Team!
Please check out our calendar
of upcoming fundraising
events below:

November & December:
We will be passing out Gatorade and Tea Drinks with
names of persons with cancer who would appreciate our
prayers. Enjoy the drink, rinse it well, save your change
and pray for the person on your bottle. This is a great way
to support those who are dealing with cancer.
Make a Basket Craft! Enjoy a fun time of basket-making
with Cindy Hunter as we create beautiful baskets for the
holidays! Watch the bulletin for details and costs. All of the
proceeds will go to Relay for Life.

December - Christmas Plans:
Donate $5.00 for a Luminary Bag so we can fill the
church yard for both Christmas Eve services! More
details coming on how you can join in the celebration!

Daylight Savings Time Ends on
Sunday, November 4.
Don’t forget to turn your clocks back
one hour before services!

TBUMC NEWS:

Let’s Give Thanks! You
have, no doubt, seen the
AWESOME tree in the back
of the sanctuary? No, it’s not
Christmas...YET. It has been
dubbed “The Harvest Tree”
and it helps us to focus on
being thankful for the Lord’s
abundance in our lives. In
doing so, we can approach
the upcoming holiday season
with hearts so grateful and
ready to give to others. MANY
thanks to Debbie Buckley
and Debbie Funkhouser for
their creativity in adorning our
church with the beautiful tree!
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Lay Ministry for NOVEMBER
Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM

Inside
Greeters:

Debbie Funkhouser, Patricia Stine

Acolyte:

Chelsea Stine

Ushers:

Robert Neff-HU
Cindy Hunter

Paul Buckley

Visual Creation:

Debbie Buckley

Sharon McCarthy

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Michaela Henry

Sound Board:

Doug Midkiff

Lee Pugh

Communion:

Tony & Tina Davis
_____________

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Server

Tina Davis—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson—Server

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who
Coordinator: Candy Phillips 465-5071
has given me strength to do His work.
November 4—Candy Phillips/Marcy Bauserman
He considered me trustworthy and
November 11—Stan Maynard/Marcy Bauserman
appointed me to serve Him.”
November 18—Billie Jeffery/Marcy Bauserman
~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT
November 25—Stan Thompson/Marcy Bauserman
Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.

Sermon Podcast
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s
sermons on our website. Just go to:
http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/
and click on the latest media link.

“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.
Let them give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His
wonderful deeds for mankind, for He satisfies the thirsty and
fills the hungry with good things!”
~ Psalm 107:1, 8-9
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‘Tis The Season of Birthdays!
The Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s
36th Annual Christmas Concerts
Come join us as we gather for the Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir’s 36th
Annual Christmas Season! They will be performing a wonderful selection of Christmas
songs this year, and it always promises to be a beautiful occasion. The LSCC consists of
volunteer members from over 20 churches within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s
own Marcy Bauserman. Please come out and enjoy a magical evening dedicated to the
celebration of the Birth of Our Savior, Jesus Christ!
Nov. 24

Greenfield Reflections, Strasburg at 6:30 PM

Nov. 25

Lebanon Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM

Dec. 1

Mt. Jackson United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM

Dec. 2

Walnut Springs Christian Church, Strasburg at 3:30 PM

Dec. 8

Emmanuel, Fishers Hill at 7:00 PM

Dec. 9

Toms Brook United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM

**For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to provide a variety of finger
foods and desserts for a time of refreshments and fellowship after the concert.**

November Birthdays
1
3
4
4
4
6
6
8
10
11
13
14
15
16
19
20
20

Michaela Jo Fleming
Carly Lively
Scott Rinker
Mark Prince
Mary Fay
Grace Davis
Olivia Keller
Scott Ryman
Leo Ryman
Laura Maynard
Michael McCoy
Emily Moran
Susan Bailey
Ashley Glading
Marie Ryman
Adam Bodkin
Nina Partlowe

21
21
21
22
24
25
25
25
26
28

(Please contact the church office for any additions

or corrections to the birthday or anniversary lists.)

Stephen McCarthy
Cody Neal
Isabelle Spronse
Kayla Rinker
Cal Holden
Johnette Chapman
Brett Phillips
Danny Lichliter
Debra Grant
James Currie

28 Doug Midkiff
30 Chance Stickley

Anniversaries
6
16
22
24
24
26
27
29

Chuck & Donna Eagle
Larry & Phyllis Himelright
Nelson & Marie Ryman
Ken & Marlyn Hoffman
Gary & Pat Holler
Robert & Debbie Funkhouser
Michael & Cindy Hunter
Scott & Dawn Rinker

Toms Brook

November Events:

United Methodist
Church

Community Thanksgiving
Dinner at TBUMC

3263 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660

Thursday, November 15 at 6:00 PM

Office Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net
Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Pastor Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Application Classes
& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Annual Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 18 at 7:00 PM
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

December Newsletter
Contributions Due Nov. 19

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Witness
P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

