
What a wonderful Easter it has been with great joy as we celebrated the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead! Jesus was dead, but is now 
alive for evermore. I am glad to share in His resurrection. 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 6:4, “For we died and were buried with 
Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the    
glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.” When I was 
baptized, I died and was buried with Jesus. When He was raised from the 
dead, I was raised too and now live a new life just as He does. In fact, Paul 
would later write about this new life in II Corinthians 5:17— “This means 
that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life 
is gone; a new life has begun!” And now I can live this new life where I no 
longer must be a slave to sin, but instead can live the new life of freedom 
in Christ. Now my goal is not to be famous or rich in the world’s sense, but 
to live my life serving the One who saved me from the sorrow and pain of 
having no hope and from eternal death.  
 
After Paul was saved he wrote these words from Philippians 3:13—“I focus 
on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly 
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.” This is the day     
of new life in Christ. Praise be to God! 
 
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank 

You for sending Jesus to die for my sins. Help me to live the new life 

You’ve given me and help me teach others to do the same. In the 

mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 

 

The peace of God be with you, 

 
 

 

  

Pastor Stan 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



It’s a New Day! 
Praise the Lord! Spring is finally here! It seems like this winter has been a long one to yours 
truly, and a day of refreshing is definitely a reason to celebrate! Other than looking at the 
calendar, how can we really tell that spring has arrived? God’s Word gives us a clue: 

 

“Look! The winter is past, and the rains are over and gone. 
The flowers are springing up, the season of singing birds has come, 

and the cooing of turtledoves fills the air. The fig trees are forming young fruit,                            
and the fragrant grapevines are blossoming.”  

 

~ Song of Solomon 2:11 
 

The sun starts shining, the birds begin singing, and the flowers radiate with glorious colors 
that could rival the finest of Solomon’s wardrobe. Everything just seems to come ALIVE! 
 

In the cloudy days of a harsh winter, everything can appear cold and gray and content to 
just lay dormant. When will the dreariness pass? But then the goldfinches in their bright, 
lemony coats appear on our birdfeeders, and the daffodils start springing up along the    
sidewalks – all announcing that the old day has passed, and a new day has arrived! There   
is definitely a JOY to the season of spring! 
 

God’s Word actually hints at a greater wonder than the changing of the seasons. This same 
dramatic transformation actually happens when we become believers in Jesus Christ. It’s like 
the colorful, vibrant rainbow after a long, hard rain. Everything that we have ever said or 
done is in the past -- frayed and worn out like an old winter coat -- and ALL things are NEW 
like that green blade of grass shooting up from the ground. There is definitely a JOY to being 
alive in Christ! 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come!” 

 

~ 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

So, don’t wait for another winter to come and go! TODAY, make the decision to start fresh 
and anew in the light of what Jesus did for you at the cross. Be JOYFUL in the Lord and 
spring into a NEW you! 
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By Barbara Coverstone 
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Ministry Spotlight: Relay for Life 

TBUMC Relay for Life Team  
 

“Decades of Hope” is our theme for our 2019 Relay for Life event that will be held on 
Friday, May 31 at 6:00 PM at the Massanutten Military Academy in Woodstock. It has 
been a busy and successful year so far for our Relay team: 
 

2018   Oct: Bake Sale 
   Nov: Prayer/change bottles were handed out 
   Dec: Cindy Hunter held a Basket Class 
   Dec: Sold luminaries for Light Up TBUMC on         
                  Christmas Eve 
2019   Jan: Soup & Dessert Sale 
   March: Fed the Ruritans 
  (**Basket Class has been POSTPONED) 
 

Our future plans include Hymns & Hot Dogs on May 5. We will also be collecting our 
Prayer/Change Bottles and selling luminaries the whole month of May. (Hopefully the bags 
won’t get wet before we can light them!) Please watch for more details in our bulletin. 
 

I want to say a special “Thank You” to all team members that have made our fundraisers 
so successful and to our church family and friends for supporting all our events. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 5th at 4:00 PM 
 
 
 

Come join us for an old-fashioned hymn sing! 
All your favorites... straight from the hymnal! 
 

The “Velvet Bass” Ken Hoffman will open the afternoon 
with a favorite hymn. The Master’s Choir will also sing a 
rousing anthem and provide back-up as Marcy Bauser-
man tickles the ivories. There will be other musicians from the congregation who will help 
to provide special hymns and guitar accompaniment. Otherwise, it’s up to you!  A free will 
offering will also be taken for Relay for Life. After you’ve worked up an appetite, come 
down to the Fellowship Hall where there will be hot dogs and food to purchase.    
 

All proceeds will go to Relay For Life. Come make a                               
joyful noise and help fight cancer!! 

By Diana Bauserman 



A Note From the Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter: 
We are blessed at TBUMC to have such a giving congregation! One such recipient of the 

generous nature of our church family is the Lend-a-Hand Fund. We currently designate 

all of the donations received for this fund to the Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter to 

better serve those in the community who are in need. Their mission is “to prevent home-

lessness by providing supportive services and/or temporary shelter to enable clients to 

achieve independence.” They help with electric, rent and other bills that may be preventing 

those in need from living independently. Thank you for your continued support of this very 

worthwhile organization! See the wonderful note we recently received from SAS below: 
 

“Thank you so very much! Your generous, continuing contributions are     

a Godsend towards our efforts to work with families sorely in need of    

assistance in maintaining stable housing. Your monetary donations are 

sorely needed to reduce homelessness in our communities!” 
 

~ Ed Provost, Treasurer 
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter 

 

 

Senior Moments 
Luncheon 

 
 

With Robbie Limon 
Friday, May 17 at                  

11:00 AM in the 

TBUMC Fellowship Hall  
 
 

Come join us for good food, fellowship, and fun! TBUMC’s Senior Moments welcomes   
the many faces of Robbie Limon, an award-winning entertainer who has performed    
professionally, including the lead roles of Hank Williams, Sr. and Buddy Holly at Wayside 
Theater in Middletown. 
 

The luncheon is FREE for Seniors 65+ who are church members and friends of the church. 
Senior guests 65+ are also invited for a nominal cost of $5.00. Please sign-up on the 
church bulletin board or call Linda Delano at 459-4197.    

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Month of May Guest Ministry Schedule: 
 

May 5 — Bobby Funkhouser 
May 19 — Barbara Coverstone 
May 26 — Marquetta Mitchell 
 

Updated Address for Scott Rinker: 

DCC Scott E Rinker 
USS Bainbridge DDG96 
Unit 100325 
FPO AE 09565 
 

Scott left April 1 for deployment overseas and his expected     
return is late October, early November. He’d love your letters, 
prayers...and goodies! 
 

Sunday School Schedule Changes 

Children’s Sunday School Classes will take a break for  
the summer after Memorial Day. Adult classes will remain 
the same. Have a fun and safe summer! 

 
Spring Cleaning 

We will be doing some “spring cleaning” around the church 
during the summer months, so if there is anything in the     
library, kitchen or other areas of the church that should be 
taken home, please do so. And, while we so appreciate how 
generous our church family is, PLEASE don’t drop off things  
at the church that you are trying to get rid of...have a yard 
sale instead! Happy Cleaning! 
 

Church Audit 

Our annual church audit is coming up and we are requesting 
that all groups involved to please turn in their 2018 financial 
records (monthly bank statements, copies of your transaction 
register) to the church office by MAY 31. If you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara in the office or see Kevin 
Keller. Thank you! 

 

(Continued News on Page 11) 

 

Totals 
 
 

What a great time we  

had during the Lenten 

Season, with members 

of the church and the 

community gathering   

together to fellowship 

around good food and  

great causes! Because of 

the tremendous kindness 

of everyone, we were 

able to bless several  

causes and projects at 

TBUMC and in the     

community! See below: 
 
 

Ash Wed –                             

62 Attended - $245 to 

Lend-a-Hand Fund in  

support of Shenandoah  

Alliance for Shelter  

March 13 – 55 Attended 

$378 Community Dinners  

March 20 – 55 Attended 

- $93 + An Abundance of 

Snacks to the Sandy Hook 

Snacks Program 

March 27 – 60 Attended 

- $319 to Relay for Life 

April 3 – 55 Attended - 

$343 to TB Picnic Shelter 

April 10 – 61 Attended  - 

$341 to Young Life of  

Shenandoah County  

 

 

 

TBUMC News & Tidbits  
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TBUMC’s   

 
 
 

Introducing...Our Community Prayer Box  
 

Starting on May 1st, anyone in our community can submit   
prayer requests via our new  Prayer Box. Painted bright              
yellow and located beside the church office, this mailbox  
faces the church parking lot. The Prayer Box is another 
means by which we hope to reach out to our community, to 
become the Community’s Church. Anyone in our community 
can drop off their prayer requests in the Prayer Box and the Morning Prayer group will check 
it daily and pray for the requests at the 7 AM Prayer Service. There will be paper and pen 
available  in  the mailbox for anyone to use. Spread the word to your friends and co-workers 
that this is available. Prayers can be submitted anonymously or with a name attached. God 
answers prayer, and we hope to reach those in our community who may not belong to a 
church or  are uncomfortable with sharing a request with others. We are excited about    
sharing God’s love through this ministry!  
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  ~ Philippians 4:6  
 

Thank you!  Kathy Rivers and LaVon Stolt  
 

Annual Conference Collections 
 

 

We are collecting Health and School Kits for the Annual Conference again this year. 

Please see pages 8-9 for a complete list of materials and assembly instructions. If 
you would like to give money for the kits, please write checks to TBUMC and put “Conference 
Kits” in the memo line. Health kits are $12.00 (+ $2.00 for toothpaste/shipping costs) and 
school kits are $11.00 (+ $1.00 for shipping costs).  
 

4 Cans 4 Conference - There is also a wonderful opportunity to make a difference for 

the Roanoke Rescue Mission as the delegates gather in Roanoke. They are planning to 
bless the community with 5 TONS of non-perishable foods. It’s their 4 Cans 4 Conference 
Drive. Just bring in 4 cans: 1 can of meat, 1 can of vegetables and/or fruit, 1 can of soup 
and/or stew, and 1 can that may be opened with a pop-top. Boxes of non-perishables such as 
pasta, rice, beans, and cereals are also welcome. (Please, no home-canned items, out of date 
cans, glass jars or damaged cans.) 
 

The deadline for turning in kits and cans is Sunday, June 9. Please put them in the 
designated bins under the coatrack. For the Month of May: ONLY Annual Conference    
collections will be placed in the Narthex. All other donations (shoes, Prayer Bears, recycle)  
will be designated to the library. THANK YOU! 

TBUMC Outreach News  

Page 6 



 
 
 

Wednesday—Sunday, May 1 - 5 
 

The team is excited and ready to go out and serve among the 
community! A team of 15 members from TBUMC will head to 
Amelia County to Pastor Linda Hudgins’ Amelia Charge of 
three churches for a week of home repairs, painting, yard clean-up and flower planting, 
neighborhood outreach, one-on-one ministry and evening revival services among the locals. 
This is a very exciting time, not only for the team but for TBUMC, as it will open up other 
areas of future ministry opportunities. If you would like to help support this trip financially,      
please indicate on your envelope or check “Amelia Mission Trip” and place in the offering or 
mail to TBUMC, PO Box 99, Toms Brook, VA 22660. Thank you!       

 
 
 

 
 

“Let all that you do be done in love”    ~ 1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

The Prayer Bear Ministry continues to provide peace and comfort to so many folks.                   
THANKS BE TO GOD! Here are a few testimonies that have been shared with us: 
 

One gentleman who received a Prayer Bear returned  to work after cancer treatments.    
The Prayer Bear rides with him in his truck every day and gives him a sense of peace.  
 

The wife of a gentleman who received a Bear tells us that the Bear never leaves her       
husband’s side and provides solace to him—it even sits by him as he watches TV! 
 

A lady who has had a long stay in the hospital has found much pleasure from her Prayer 
Bear. He sits at the foot of her bed. She has named him Barney and has many one-sided 
conversations with him! All the nurses love him, too! 
 

Two Prayer Bears were given to grandchildren whose parents are  
having difficulties. The Bears help to relieve feelings of distress for   
the children.  
 

As a reminder, as you leave the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings, 
please take a Prayer Bear/Animal with you if you know of someone  
(of any age) who is in need of feeling God’s love. Also, so many 
thanks for the many donations we have received and for the           
encouraging testimonials from recipients of those receiving the     
Prayer Bears. GOD IS GOOD—ALL THE TIME!! 

For God SO Loved the World! 
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Hygiene Kit  - Value: $12.00 per kit  

Materials: 
1 Hand towel 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches  

• Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels NOT acceptable  

1 Washcloth —Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels NOT acceptable  

1 Toothbrush—Adult size only — personal advertising not acceptable  

• Please DO NOT remove from original packaging  

10 Adhesive bandages — ¾ inch x 3 inch-size; common household bandages acceptable 

1 Bath-size soap — 3 oz. and larger sizes only 

• NO Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content  

• Please DO NOT remove from original packaging  

1 Comb  

• Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches  

• No pocket combs or picks, please  

• Rattail combs and combs without handle are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth  

1 Toenail or Fingernail Clipper — NO emery boards or metal files, please 

1 Plastic bag —One-gallon-size sealable bag only  

Assembly Directions:  

Set the $1.00 for toothpaste aside to be included in a separate envelope. Lay out the hand towel 

flat on a table. Lay the washcloth flat in the center of the hand towel. Place all remaining items on 

top of the washcloth (except the plastic bag). Fold over the sides of the hand towel to cover all of 

the items. Fold over one end of the hand towel so that it covers all of the items. Grasp the bundle 

of items tightly and roll over the remainder of the hand towel tightly. Place the tightly rolled bundle 

in the plastic bag. Remove as much air as possible and seal the bag.  
 

Important Notice: 

• All items must be new — DO NOT wash any of the items as they will be considered used.  

• Please remove all packaging, UNLESS otherwise specified above.  

• PLEASE, DO NOT include any personal notes, money, or additional material in the kits.  

• Please do not put any money in the kit...$2.00 (toothpaste/shipping costs) is requested 

for each hygiene kit —please place in TBUMC offering and indicate “Conference Kits” in memo. 

Annual Conference Kits 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 
May 12th 

 

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

but a woman who fears the LORD                             

is to be praised.”   ~ Proverbs 31:30  



Annual Conference Kits 
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School Kit - Value: $11.00 per kit  

Materials: 
1 two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag 

3 one-subject notebooks —No marble composition books or No 3 or 5 subject notebook  

1 pack of loose-leaf paper —100-200 page packets acceptable; wide or college rule acceptable 

1 24-count box of crayons ONLY (please, nothing larger) 

1 pair blunt scissors — rounded tip only, NO plastic scissors  

1 2-inch or larger size eraser  

• No advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols, please  

• Cartoon characters are acceptable  

6 unsharpened pencils  

• No advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols, please  

• Cartoon characters are acceptable  

1 hand-held pencil sharpener  

• Must be at least one-inch long — please remove from packaging  

1 30-centimeter (12-inch) ruler — hard or flexible  

**Contents of kits of containers should NOT be imprinted with cartoon characters,     

advertisements, or religious, patriotic, military or camouflaged symbols of any kind 

Assembly Directions:  

Stack all paper items on top of each other. Place all loose items on top of paper. (Small items may 

be placed in a smaller re-sealable bag.) Place kit inside of large re-sealable bag and seal. 

**HOMEMADE OR PURCHASED CLOTH BAGS ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTED. 
 

Important Notes:  

• All items must be new.  

• PLEASE, DO NOT include any personal notes, money or additional material in the kits. These 

things must be painstakingly removed and will delay the shipment. Thank you! 

• Please mail or drop in offering at least $1.00 for each school kit. Please indicate “Conference 

Kits” in the memo section of checks. This donation enables kits to be sent to areas in need. 

Thank you for giving into the lives of others! You may drop off your kits in the Narthex 

under the coat rack. The deadline to drop off kits is Sunday, June 9. 

Memorial Day 
May 27th 

 
“There is no greater love than to lay down               

one’s life for one’s friends.” 
 

~ John15:13 



 

Lay Ministry for MAY  
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May Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
1 Michael Cockrell 
2 Deanna King 
3 James Lichliter 
5 Stan Maynard 
5 Megan Brennan 
6 Mitzi Burgess 
6 Larry Crabill 
6 Ethan Funk 
7 Denyell Mauck 
8 Jensen Gochenour 
8 William Moser, Jr. 
9 Stuart French 
10 John Easto 
10 Ellen Kern 

11 David Mauck 
11 Hal Morrison 
11 Whitney Lichliter 
12 Joey Gochenour 
12 Eunice Terndrup 
15 Betty Bly 
15 Chasity Funkhouser 
15 Mike Hunter 
17 Deanna Davis 
19 Cheyanne Stout 
20 Wilson Ryman 
21 Donna Eagle 
23 Riley Burke 
24 Anne Hart 
24 Karen Peer 

8:30 AM Worship  11:00 AM Worship 

 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

May Coordinator:  Mary Fay: 333-2378 

 

May 5—Sandee Stickley/Marcy Bauserman                                             

May 12—MOTHER’S DAY 

May 19—Gloria Kronk/Marcy Bauserman  

May 26—Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman  

Inside                  

Greeters:  

 
Sharon Maynard 

 
  Every Person a Greeter 

Acolyte: (8:30) 

Music: (11:00) 

Chelsea Stine (5, 19) 

Mike Cockrell (12, 26) 

 
 

  Angel Band 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

 

  Fred Frenzel-HU 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Becky Stickley 
 

Jimmy Peterson 

  Lee Pugh 

  Sharon Keller 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Lee Pugh 

Communion 
Stewards: 

  Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Bobby Funkhouser—Servers 

  Abdallah John Khoury—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Abdallah John Khoury—Servers   

 
 

25 Fred Frenzel 
25 Darrell Stickley 
26 Trudy Stickley 
28 Teresa Funkhouser 
29 Cora Funk 
29 Caroline Morefield 
29 Lois Morrison 
30 Jennifer Funkhouser 
31 Kimberly Richardson 
 
 

Anniversaries 
3 Fred & Debbie Ritenour 
9 John & Paula Gleaton 
15 Scott & Heather Grabenstein 
16 Rick & Kate Sowers 
21 Rich & Kathy Church 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website. Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 



Double Celebration! 
 

Daniella Henry, daughter of Doug & Peggy Henry and sister to 
Michaela, will be graduating from Strasburg High School on Friday, May 
24. She has also been at the Governor’s School and has been completing 
dual enrollment classes, so she will also be graduating from Lord Fairfax 
Community College with her associates degree on Saturday, May 11!  
What a double blessing and an inspiration to us all! Please congratulate 
Daniella on a job well done! 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

Just a reminder that you are always welcome to provide beautiful altar flowers for our               
services each Sunday in memory of a loved one, to honor a special milestone (such as an 
anniversary or birthday), or to simply bless the congregation with a lovely display of God’s 
beautiful creation. There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway outside of the library that is still 
looking pretty lonely. If you would like to give flowers, please sign up and order your flowers 
from a local florist. Then, please contact Barbara at the church office with all of the details   
so it can be announced in the bulletin. Thank you! 
 

JOY Seekers Schedule 
 

Due to various vacation plans, JOY Seekers Bible Study will NOT be meeting on May 2,   
9 or 16. They will resume on Thursday, May 23 at 10:00 AM.  
 

National Day of Prayer  

This year, the National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 2. Established in 1952 and     
officially amended and signed into law by President Ronald Reagan in 1988, this day brings 
people from every walk of life together. This year’s theme will be “LOVE ONE ANOTHER” 
and is based on John 13:34—“Love one another just as I have loved you.” Let’s make plans 
to set aside time that day to PRAY! 
 

Teen Challenge - Combined Service on June 9  

Members of Teen Challenge will be ministering on 
Sunday, June 9 at a COMBINED service at 10:00 
AM. This amazing group will offer music, skits and 
powerful testimonies about how they are healing   
from lives of substance abuse through this program.   
A COOKOUT at the TBUMC picnic shelter is being 
planned for after the service, so come out and meet 
these inspirational young people! You will be blessed 
by the fellowship! 
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Upcoming 
in June: 

 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

Toms Brook 

Annual Conference June 20-22 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and   

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” ~ Matthew 28:18-20 (NRSV) 


