
 

There has been much talk, recently, about the future: The future of the                 

United States, the future of the United Methodist Church, and the future of 

our church here in Toms Brook. I am not a doom and gloomer, mainly        

because I believe the Lord who saved me has a plan for my life, which is for 

good. I believe the Lord, when He said in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know    

the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not   

for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” I trust the Lord to take care of 

me. No matter what. Even in a world that seems to be filled with uncertainty                

and violence, the Lord has said in Hebrews 13:5, “Don’t love money; be 

satisfied with what you have. For God has said, ‘I will never fail you. I will 

never abandon you.’ So we can  say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper, 

so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?’”  
 
 

And if I find myself afraid and begin to doubt, I can follow the words of     

the  Apostle Paul, who knew a few things about the uncertainty of life.     

Philippians 4:6 says, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about   

everything. Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He has done.  

Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can       

understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 

minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” My friends, we   

do no need to be afraid, for our Lord and Savior   

has a plan for us “which is for good,” and He will   

always be with us. No matter what. 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be                   

Thy Name. Thank You for saving us through the 

death of Jesus on the cross. Help us hold fast to 

our trust in You and shield and protect us from the 

evils of this world and help us share the good news 

about Jesus with everyone we meet. In the mighty 

Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
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“For I know the 

plans I have for 

you,” says the 

Lord. “They are 

plans for good  

and not for                 

disaster, to give 

you a future                  

and a hope.”  
 

~ Jeremiah 29:11 

 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 



 

 

In The Potter’s Hands 
 

I recently joined a pottery class...well, it’s actually a group of (mostly) women who enjoy 

getting out of the house and gathering around a common interest of creating pretty pieces 

of ceramics and tiles...and to talk, of course. While I’ve always eagerly jumped into the    
former, I’ve been as equally hesitant with the latter. I tend to be more of an observer,         

a contemplator of sorts with a propensity for reflection and not much appetite for gab.  
 

There is something about creating ...everything from pottery pieces to a simple home-

cooked meal. It gives me a sense of satisfaction, joy even...the idea that I’ve accomplished 

something or found purpose, even if it’s just for an hour. And I think it’s that silent reflection 

while creating that gives me the most satisfaction because this is where I find the Lord  
whispering things to me, revealing all that He desires to do in me and through me, as He 

molds this clump of clay called Me.  
 

When I think of a potter working his magic on the wheel, I have to pause as I recount the 

skills and precise techniques that he uses: kneading, dipping, firing...even blunging (yikes!) 

It sounds like a pretty intense process of forming that raw, imperfect lump—smoothing out 

rough edges and reforming parts that have caved in under pressure and time. “It’s all good,” 
they say, because this careful process produces quite a vessel—a masterpiece even—that’s 

ready to be used in the way for which it was created.  
 

We are entering into the season of Lent, a time interestingly enough that precedes our      

annual celebration of Easter. It, too, is a time of reflection, a time to ponder the intensity   

of the road to Calvary and all that Jesus did to pave the way for our new life in Him. But   
the word Lent actually comes from the Old English term “lencten” or “lengten” and means 

“spring.” It’s a term of renewal. So, it would appear that there is this promise that, for all of 

the purposeful contemplation and examination during this time, the miracle of regeneration 

and rebirth awaits!  
 

I can just envision everything under the winter’s hard, cold ground slowly reviving and 

growing, reaching for that glorious day when we can swing wide the windows and invite    
the sunshine in. The birds chirping, the aroma of the flowers enticing, the kids laughing and 

playing...people coming out of hibernation with rejuvenation and JOY. And so it is with Lent 

as it leads us to the cross, to the empty tomb and, finally, face to face with the King of kings 

who sits on the throne of heaven as Savior and Lord. 
 

“For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers   

appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of 
the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth her green 

figs, and the vines with the tender grapes give a good smell. Rise 

up, my love, my fair one, and come away! O my dove, in the clefts 

of the rock, in the secret places of the cliff, let me see your face, let 
me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.”                                

 

~ Song of Solomon 2:11-14 
 

Before we rush into the upcoming festivities of Easter this year, why 

not take the needed time to reflect on—and bask in—the anticipation 

of a carefully, crafted plan from the One who loved us from the very             
beginning. He worked relentlessly and meticulously to make THE 

way for us, and THIS is the reason we celebrate.  

By Barbara Coverstone 



 

Lenten Supper Schedule 
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Wednesday Evenings During Lent                         
6:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Our Lenten Suppers continue in the month of March with various teams from the 
TBUMC congregation organizing each Wednesday night supper. We will have food,     
a program and special speaker with an opportunity to support an organization or   
ministry. Following is the March schedule...come and be a part of these special times 
of renewal:  
 

March 4/Team Music will prepare our evening supper, with all monetary donations                            
going to help fund TBUMC’s Community Dinners.  
 

March 11/Team Debbie Funkhouser will prepare the meal with the evening’s 
monetary donations going to help with TBUMC’s General Fund. 
 

March 18/Team Tina Davis will prepare the evening meal. Please bring donations 
of snack foods (Cheese-It Crackers, Graham Crackers, Goldfish Crackers, Pretzels, and 
cereals like Fruit Loops) for Signal Knob Snacks for those children without snacks at 
snack time.  
 

March 25/Team Kronk & Kern will prepare the evening meal with the evening’s 
monetary donations going to The Gideons. 



TBUMC’s Prayer 
Bears Ministry   
continues to spread the love of God 

across the community! The Prayer 

Bears offer support to people of all 
ages in all sorts of situations. One 

unique feature about the ministry  

is that it’s a FREE mission--both the 

bears and the prayers are donated! 
 

A BIG thank you everyone 
who has donated bears for 
this ministry. It is because of all of YOU                            
that we are spreading the Word! 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving 

a Prayer Bear, please take one with you as you leave the 
Sanctuary. We would LOVE to hear about your testimonies! 

Please share them by calling Alice Holden at 459-9640.  
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TBUMC NEWS: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Easter Flower   
Orders   

 

March 1 is the deadline 

to order flowers for the 

Easter service in memory 
of or in honor of loved 

ones. This year, the flowers 

are being purchased from a 

different vendor. There are 
two size options and the 

choice of tulips or daffodils. 

There are forms available on 

the back table of the church 
sanctuary for you to place 

your order. Any questions, 

please contact Barbara in the 

church office at 436-9312.  
 

TBUMC Directory 

We WILL be publishing the 

TBUMC 2020 Directory 
this month. Many apologies 

for the unexpected delay. 

Also, many thanks to those 

who have updated Barbara 
on changes. There is still 

time to make changes, but 

please do so ASAP. Please 

contact her at 436-9312 or 
email at tbumc@shentel.net.  

MARCH 
Community Dinner   

Thursday, March 19 at 6:00 PM 
    in the Fellowship Hall 



                
 

Missions Plans 
are in the works for this spring!    

Tentative plans include a 2-day      

service project for May 7-8 that  
will involve TBUMC teaming up with 

other local churches and serving the 

community. Highlights include a 

community breakfast and work days 
followed by times of fellowship.   

 

Stay tuned for upcoming 

announcements and weekly     
bulletins detailing ways 

YOU can get involved.    

Becoming the Community’s 

Church...let’s get excited to 
SERVE!  

 

 

 

 

TBUMC MEDIA: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TBUMC has a new YouTube 
page that features all of your 

biblical Q & A’s from Pastor 

Stan! Check out our website, 

tomsbrookumc.net and click 

on the YouTube link in the 
upper right-hand corner or 

follow the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCIsh_iQUvMeRX-
nVqo-qCfw. 
 

 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to                                                    

Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         

sermons on our website:                                      
www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

and click on the latest                     

media link. 
 

Please  Join Us!                               



 

Worship Team: 
 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Chelsea Stine 

Scripture Readers: Marcy Bauserman (1) 

Emily Rooney (8) Audrey Nicholson (15)  
Connie Broy (22) Priscilla West (29) 

Visual Creation: Kim Peterson 

Run Visuals:  Lee Pugh (1, 15)                                                                                           

Kim Peterson (8, 22) Sharon Keller (29)  

Sound Board: Deby Pugh (1, 15)  

Jimmy Peterson (8, 22) Doug Midkiff (29)   

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Devotion Leaders:   
Coordinator:  Gloria Kronk 436-8158 
 

March 1: Linda Delano  

March 8: Richard Walker  

March 15: Mila Strader 

March 22: Sharon Keller 

March 29: Robert Funkhouser 
 

Pianist: Marcy Bauserman  

 

Lay Ministry for MARCH 
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March Birthdays  
1        Linnea Terndrup 
3        Ken Hopkins 
4        Cindy Frenzel  
4        Cheryl Funk 
4 Matthew Keller 
4 Ginger Glading 
4 Pat Walden 
6 Nicole Pauletti 
7 Kelly Murphy 
10 Larry Holler 
10 Sharon Keller 
12 Diana Bauserman 
12 Elaine Neff 
13 Jo Ryman 
13 Howard McClanahan 

13 Daniel Hoffman 
14 Robert Storey 
15 Kevin Keller 
16 Jessica Frenzel 
17 J.W. Bauserman 
17 Anne Thompson 
17 Dianna Wallen 
19 Jarod Stickley 
20 Marjorie Tackett 
23 Jim Ryman 
23 Michael Prince 
23 Connie Cockrell 
23 Kiersten Wilson 
24 Connie Broy 
26 Theresa Funk 

27 Addison Lee 
28 Valerie Keller 
30 Lee Pugh 
 

 

Anniversaries 
3 Doug & Linda Midkiff 
18 Sean & Elizabeth Davis 
18 Gary & Renee Kronk 
27 Wilson & Jo Ryman 
31 Gary & Shirley Keller  

Please contact the church office 
for any additions or corrections to 
the birthday or anniversary lists. 



 

Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s                    
2020 Annual Easter Concerts  

 

The Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir will be   
presenting its Annual Easter Concert Series again this year. 

The LSCC consists of volunteer members from over 20 

churches within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s      

Music Director, Marcy Bauserman. Come and enjoy a  
beautiful evening of praise to our Risen Savior! 
 

March 22 Laurel Hill Christian Church - 3:30 PM                                       

March 29 Emmanuel, Fisher’s Hill - 3:30 PM                        

April 4 Mt. Hope, Wheatfield - 6:00 PM                          

April 5 *Toms Brook United Methodist - 7:00 PM                                                         
 

*For the TBUMC concert, our congregation is asked to provide finger foods 
for a time of food and fellowship after the concert in the Fellowship Hall.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday 
Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir 

Easter Concert at 7:00 PM 

Monday - Wednesday, April 6-8 
Morning Prayer Service at 7:00 AM 

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday 
Morning Prayer Service at 7:00 AM 

Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM 

Friday, April 10, Good Friday 
Morning Prayer Service at 7:00 AM 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Son Rise Service at 6:30 AM, Breakfast at 7:15 AM 

Adult & Children’s Sunday School at 8:45 AM 

Worship Service/Children’s Presentation at 10:00 AM 
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Celebrating Jesus, The Risen King! 

Holy Week 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook 


