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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!
It is a great and wonderful thing, always, to rejoice in the blessings of the Lord
and to give thanks to our Father, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Wow, stated like that, the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit sounds
cool. And during the Lenten season we get a steady dose of the Trinity. Jesus
is on His way to Jerusalem where He will give His life for us, those who have
accepted His sacrifice on the cross. Jesus will pray to the Father in heaven to
deliver Him from death, but then submits to God’s will instead of His own.
The power of the Holy Spirit raises Jesus from the dead, three days after Jesus
died, to live again forever and is an example of the new bodies each of us will
have one day when we are raised from the dead. After all the Lord has done
for me, what shall my response be? The Apostle Paul gives me the answer.
First Corinthians 6:19 says, “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not
belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So, you must honor
God with your body.” Romans 12:1 - “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I
plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all He has done for you.
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind He will find acceptable. This
is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this
world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing
and perfect.” Because of all the Lord has done for me, I give my entire self to
Him, which includes my body. I think I have some work to do.
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for all
You have done for me. Help me give my entire self to You, including my body.
Thank You for loving me, and I love You. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.”
The peace of God be with you,

Pastor Stan
Pastor Stan
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Jesus, Our Faithful Friend
Several years ago, I had to say goodbye to a friend…my best friend with four legs. With a true
heaviness of heart, I made one of the most difficult decisions I’ve ever had to make: The decision
to euthanize my dog, Winnie. She had developed an incurable disease accompanied by horrible
seizures, and the prognosis wasn’t good. So, as I whispered loving words to my Baby Girl and
caressed her sweaty, exhausted body, I remained beside my faithful friend as she slipped into
life’s deepest sleep.
Winnie came to us as a sickly 8-week-old puppy rescued by the SPCA. This runt-of-the-litter
Rottweiler didn’t have a ferocious bone in her body, but was rather timid and painfully shy.
She frequently liked to nuzzle up to “Mommy,” peering up at me with amber-colored eyes full of
child-like wonder. Winnie was a special needs dog, having the disposition of a young child and not
quite up to speed as normal dogs. But within that awkward naïveté was my “child to the childless”
– and this child pulled on my heartstrings so tight that at times I felt like I would burst.
I always assumed it would be hard to make that kind of decision and dreaded the day that it
might actually come, but when faced with a suffering “child,” you desperately look for a way to
ease their anguish. It becomes an act of the greatest love when you begin to look through the
eyes of compassion, rather than through the eyes of selfishness, and make a sacrifice for the sake
of that love.
As we draw closer to Easter, I am reminded of the great love that God has for us and attempt to
visualize its wonder. I envision the Godhead peering out between the clouds, searching for its
children in a lost and dying world. I can just about picture the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
—all gathered around heaven in conference so many years ago, trying to come up with a plan to
win back mankind and stop its inevitable suffering. The answer, I’m sure, seemed quite clear, a
no-brainer for the powers-that-be: The world needed a Savior, and Jesus volunteered.
Dying on the cross at Calvary was the ultimate sacrifice, made by God in human form so that
the plan was legitimate. Never again would Father God have to watch as mankind desperately
searched for a way out, because His Son Jesus had already paid the price. Our Lord Jesus said,
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die,
he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”
(John 11:25-26)
He said, “I AM the resurrection and the LIFE.” Jesus is ALIVE and has made us alive in Him. He
didn’t just suffer death, carrying the sins of mankind, but He arose on the third day, conquering
hell and the grave, and bought back the precious children the Father so dearly loves.
This Easter Season, I encourage you to reflect on the love you have for someone, human or beast.
Then I challenge you to visualize this relationship in the light of God’s love for you. As a “friend
to the friendless,” Jesus desires to be that faithful companion you walk with daily, sharing your
closest and deepest thoughts and desires in the light of His amazing love.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16)
Have a Blessed Easter!

Barbara Coverstone
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Church Life and Community
TBUMC is blessed to be FULL of faithful volunteers ready and committed to serving wherever
and whenever there is a need. For the month of March, we are highlighting a ministry within the
church that is, more or less, behind-the-scenes. In fact, some might even say they are somewhat
taken for granted. But, without this group of
men, WHERE WOULD WE BE? Our honor this
month goes to those trustworthy servants, our
TRUSTEES!

TBUMC’s
Board of Trustees

Webster’s defines a trustee as “a natural or legal
person to whom property is legally committed
to be administered for the benefit of a beneficiary” or “one occupying a position of trust and
performing functions comparable to those of a trustee.” Our TBUMC trustees officially “provide
supervision, oversight and care of all real property owned by our local church.” Such legal
responsibilities include the maintaining of insurance and deeds to the properties and conducting
inspections of fire equipment and safety procedures. But our trustees do SO much more!
Headed up by Chairman Hal Morrison, this group of reliable and dedicated servants (current
and past members) are everywhere at once, taking care of everything from maintenance and
repairs on the church, office and parsonage to heading new projects of improvement to our
place of worship. Projects include overseeing the installation of new carpet in the sanctuary;
the planning and building of our new picnic shelter; landscaping upgrades; and helping our new
administrative assistant move in with upgrades to her office area (installation of a new window,
putting up bulletin boards, providing a new filing cabinet, moving furniture around, and planting
new shrubs at the office entranceway).
Says Hal, "The joy of serving as a Trustee is how willing to help everyone is. The members of
TBUMC truly live the ‘ask and you shall receive’ message. We help each other shine." Thanks
so much to this great group of “silent” servants...make sure to thank them for all they do to
make worshipping at TBUMC a JOY!

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Sponsored by the Harrisonburg
District United Methodist Men
Come enjoy the food, fellowship and a powerful time of
intercession at the UM Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, March 10 here
at TBUMC! Our own Pastor Stan Thompson will be the special speaker. This
event is sponsored by the Harrisonburg District UM Men and costs a nominal
$10.00. The deadline to register is March 2. To register, please contact Mike
Earman at 540-298-8886 or mikeearman@yahoo.com. For more information, see
the flyer on the bulletin board in the Narthex or call Jeff Delano at 459-4197.
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Just Like a Colorful Easter Basket...

Beautiful Easter Flowers
of tulips and daffodils will be
placed in the sanctuary on
Easter Sunday, April 1.
To order one (your choice)
in memory of or to honor a
loved one, please use a form
found on the back table of
the sanctuary or call Barbara
at the church office. This is
a lovely way to honor our
loved ones and beautify our
sanctuary! The deadline to
order is Sunday, March 4.

Did You Know?

Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday
Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir
Easter Concert at 7:00 PM

Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM

Good Friday, March 30
Prayer & Reflection in Sanctuary, 7AM—6PM

Easter Sunday, April 1
Son Rise Service at 6:45 AM, Breakfast at 7:15 AM
Traditional Worship/Easter Play at 8:30 AM
Sunday School at 9:45 AM
Modern Worship/Easter Play at 11:00 AM

March 17 is St. Patrick’s
Day and commemorates
St. Patrick of Ireland and
the arrival of Christianity in
Ireland. Although it is not
recognized as an official
holiday in the United States,
most Americans celebrate it.
St. Patrick was said to have
used the shamrock, with its
three-leaved plant, to teach
the Irish people about the
Holy Trinity.

Easter Egg Hunt
All children (ages up to 11), you
are invited to an Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 3
from 1:00—2:30 PM at the
church. Please bring a basket or
bag to collect your eggs! For
additional information, please
contact Debbie Funkhouser at 325-3353 or
Patricia Stine at 336-3090. Come out and enjoy an
AWESOME time with your friends in Christ!
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...Is the Church Life at TBUMC!
The Lebanon-St. Stephen
Community Choir’s
35th Annual Easter Concerts
The Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir celebrates
its 35th Anniversary of performing in the Shenandoah
Valley! They have gathered favorite selections of the choir
and community for a special Easter concert series this
year. The LSCC consists of volunteer members from over
20 churches within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s
own Marcy Bauserman. Please come out and enjoy an
evening of songs offered up to our Risen Savior! All of the
concerts this year start at 7:00 PM.
March 11 Lebanon Lutheran Church
March 17 Walnut Springs Christian Church

Morning Prayer Service
is held every Monday thru
Friday, 7:00 – 8:00 AM
in the sanctuary. Everyone
is invited to attend these
special times of intercession.
Start each day in prayer with
other fellow believers!
“If two of you agree
here on earth concerning
anything you ask, my
Father in heaven will do it
for you. For where two or
three gather together as
my followers, I am there
among them.”
~ Matthew 18:19-20

March 18 Emmanuel, Fishers Hill - 7:00 PM
March 24 Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, Wheatfield
March 25 Toms Brook United Methodist Church
**For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to
provide a variety of finger foods and desserts for a time
of refreshments and fellowship after the concert.**

Senior Moments Luncheon
Friday, April 20th at 11:00 AM
In the Fellowship Hall
Come share a delicious lunch with friends followed by
entertainment. More details will follow in our upcoming
April newsletter, but mark your calendars NOW! Church
members 65+ and friends of the church are FREE.
Senior guests 65+ are invited for a nominal cost of
$5.00. Don’t miss this wonderful time of fellowship!

The Toms Brook UMC
2018 Directory will be
available for pick-up on
Sunday, March 4 from the
back table of the sanctuary
or you may stop by the
church office during the
week of the 4th for a copy.
This is a great resource for
locating addresses, phone
numbers, or emails of
TBUMC members and
friends; praying for each
other; and finding listings of
the current lay leadership.
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Lay Ministry for March
Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM

Inside Greeters:

Shelba Funk, Debbie Funkhouser

Crystal Brinkley, Charlene Smedley

Acolyte:

Mike Cockrell (4)
Chelsea Stine (11, 18, 25)

Ushers:

Robert Neff-HU
Jeff Delano Linda Delano
Gary Kronk

Paul Buckley

Visual Creation:

Becky Stickley

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Debbie Buckley

Sound Board:

Doug Midkiff

Debbie Buckley

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Server

Debbie Buckley—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Paul Wieber—Server

_____________

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
Coordinator: Candy Phillips 465-5071
February 4—Candy Phillips/Marcy Bauserman
February 11—Stan Thompson/Marcy Bauserman
February 18—Linda Delano/Marcy Bauserman
February 25—Emmett Umberger/Marcy Bauserman

“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who
has given me strength to do His work.
He considered me trustworthy and
appointed me to serve Him.”
~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.

Sermon Podcast
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s
sermons on our website. Just go to:
http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/
and click on the latest media link.

Daylight Savings Time
Begins on Sunday,
March 11.
Don’t forget to set your clocks forward
one hour before services!

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you.”
~ Ephesians 4:32

Page 7

Lenten Souper Suppers & Sundry
We continue our Lenten Souper Suppers this month and they
will run through March 21. We have special speakers, music,
lots of food, and a non-profit ministry highlight. Please join us!
March 7 - Meal By The Bauserman Family & Friends
Non-Profit: Shenandoah Valley Teen Challenge, Basye, VA.
Helping teens, through Christian love, to come out of a life of
substance abuse.
March 14 - Meal By The Fellowship Hall Sunday School Class
Non-Profit: Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center, Edinburg, VA.
Sharing HOPE for the Future.
March 21 - Meal Provided By the UM Men’s Ministry
Non-Profit: Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach, Harrisonburg, VA.
Showing God’s love through support for prisoners and their families.

March Birthdays
1
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
6
7
9
10
10
10
10
12
12
12
13
13
13
14

Linnea Terndrup
Jennifer Wieber
Brian Wallen
Cindy Frenzel
Cheryl Funk
Matthew Keller
Ginger Glading
Pat Walden
Nicole Pauletti
Kelly Murphy
Sharon McCarthy
Larry Holler
Sarah Maynard
Kathleen Maynard
Sharon Keller
Diana Bauserman
Elaine Neff
Cody Vance
Jo Ryman
Howard McClanahan
Daniel Hoffman
Robert Storey

15
15
16
17
17
17
17
19
20
20
22
23
23
23
23
24
24

Patrick McCarthy
Kevin Keller
Jessica Frenzel
J.W. Bauserman
Anne Thompson
Phyllis Umberger
Dianna Wallen
Jarod Stickley
Gregg Mumaw
Marjorie Tackett
Audrie Wieber
Jim Ryman
Michael Prince
Connie Cockrell
Kiersten Wilson
Connie Broy
Timothy Ketterman

24

Lindsey Rickard

26

Theresa Funk

27

Addison Lee

27

Nick Crabill

28

Valerie Keller

30

Lee Pugh

30

Brian Maddox

March
Anniversaries
3

Doug & Linda Midkiff

18

Sean & Elizabeth Davis

18

Gary & Renee Kronk

27

Wilson & Jo Ryman

31

Gary & Shirley Keller

Please contact the church office for any
additions or corrections to the birthday
or anniversary lists.
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Toms Brook

In Loving Memory
Rev. Billy Graham
1918—2018

United Methodist
Church
3263 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Office Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net
Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Pastor Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Application Classes
& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

“Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant.”
~ Matthew 25:21

In a statement on Feb. 21, Bishop Sharma D. Lewis said, “Dr.
Billy Graham was a loving, fervent activist for Jesus Christ who
worked tirelessly to bring the Gospel to many throughout the
world. We should all remember the inspiring example he set,
his high standards, perseverance and sheer joy at preaching.
And as Rev. Graham himself said, he has not died. He has
simply changed his address to be with his Savior.”
News from the Virginia Conference - February 22, 2018

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Witness
P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

