
I am thankful to the Lord for allowing our Mission Team to travel to Amelia 

County to minister to the folks of the three churches of the Amelia Charge 

Pastored by our own Rev. Linda Hudgins. We also helped others in the local 

community not related to her churches like a Christian school and widows 

and such. It was a tremendous blessing and we all appreciated your prayers 

and financial support. Pastor Linda’s church’s hospitality was excellent and 

many of us slept in the Salem church, the parsonage, and the local hotel. 

They covered us with food and love and were so amazed that another 

church had actually come to help them. All three churches had suffered a 

hurtful split not too long ago, and the Lord sending us to assist them was a 

reminder of His great love and that there is yet hope for growth and vitality. 

Now, we look forward to the future as we continue to follow the Lord’s     

vision of “Becoming the Community’s Church.” Perhaps another Mission   

Trip to help other struggling congregations in the United Methodist Church 

in the fall. Also, perhaps some Saturday morning local Mission Trips for  

work in our own community. Please continue to pray with us that the Lord’s   

guidance will prevail and lead us to those He would like us to help. It is   

truly a blessing to be part of a growing, thriving congregation, and I believe 

the best is yet to come. 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for 

helping us love and encourage United Methodist churches that have been 

hurt. Thank You for helping us love and encourage people in our community 

who need Your help as well. Continue to send us forth to, ‘Become the 

Community’s Church.’ In Jesus Name, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Stan 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



Team JESUS 
Do you have a favorite sports team? Don’t you just love to go to 
a sports event with all of the excitement of a great game? And 
it’s even more exciting when your favorite team WINS! 
 

One thing that makes a winning team is TEAMWORK. It takes   
a good coach and a lot of very talented players, all working   
together and focusing on the prize that is ahead of them. 
 

The Body of Christ functions just like a winning team. Jesus is 
our “Coach,” and He leads and directs us to do God’s will.    
Every believer is a member of the Body and is a vital part in    
its working. Team Jesus would not be able to function without each member.  
 

“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function,                              
so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong                                          

to each other.” ~ Romans 12:4-5 
 

Recently, I had the great honor and privilege to be a member of the Amelia Missions Team. And 
what a team it was! We had an amazing time that was filled with hard work, a lot of laughing 
(Pastor Linda’s little dog was a hoot!) and even some crying—God used us to deeply touch lives 
and it was a heartfelt experience. We came away feeling like we truly had placed our fingers on 
the pulse of God’s will for our church, HIS church. We are truly “Becoming the Community’s 
Church,” and it is an incredible blessing to be a blessing to others.  
 

Take a look at this issue that is packed with testimonies, pictures and memories! On behalf of 
the entire team, we want to thank YOU for your prayers, financial support and for being the 
12th Man on our team—TEAM JESUS! We are a team working together to further His kingdom!  

By Barbara Coverstone 

One of the greatest moments was when our own Steve Kern and Doug, a member of Jetersville 
UMC, hoisted the wonderful sign Steve and his wife Ellie designed and presented to the church. 
There was a whole lot of cheering and a little bit of weeping...it was a very emotional moment! 
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Ministry Spotlight: Amelia Missions 



 

Sunday, June 9 at 10:00 AM 

 
 

 

 
 

Teen Challenge will be here on Sunday, June 9 at a    
COMBINED service at 10:00 AM. This amazing group will    
offer music, skits and powerful testimonies about how they are 
healing from lives of  substance abuse through this program. A 
covered-dish COOKOUT at the TBUMC picnic shelter is being 
planned for after the service, so please bring a side and/or a dessert. Hot dogs and     
hamburgers and drinks will be provided. Come meet these inspirational young people! 
(NOTE: Adult Sunday School classes will meet at 8:45 AM) 
 
 

We Need YOU in the Master’s Choir!   
So, what’s the Master’s Choir all about? We asked Director Marcy: 
 

• Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 7:15 pm beginning September 4th 
• We try to finish rehearsal by 8:30 pm. 
• We have lots of fun!! 
• You don’t need to be able to read music. 
• We have lots of fun!! 
• You do not need to audition...yay! 
• We have lots of fun!! 
• We sing through June each year. 
• The 4th Sunday of each month the choir does not sing. 
• We have lots of fun!! 
• Marcy will teach you to read music...cool! 
• We have lots of fun!! 
• We have LOTS of room for you to join us in the choir loft. 
• We sing anthems that are arrangements of the old hymns, gospel songs, and even    

contemporary pieces. 
 

If you love the Lord and love to sing, this is the place for you! Please see Marcy Bauserman 
by July 1st (so she can order your music) if you’re interested...and, of course you are!! 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Welcome Teen Challenge!   

Happy Father’s Day 
June 16th! 

“The righteous man walks in his integrity; 

His children are blessed after him.” 
 

~ Proverbs 20:7 



Dakota Jane Funkhouser 
Dakota Funkhouser, daughter of Brian & Jennifer 
Funkhouser, attended Shepherd University in Shep-
herdstown, WV, where she received her Bachelor's     
degree in Elementary education with a Math 5-9  
endorsement & a certification in Algebra 1. 
 

She was also a member of the Shepherd 4-H Club, 
Kappa Delta Pi Education Honor Society, and Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society. 
 

Dakota has taken a job for the 2019-2020 school 
year at Clarke County High as a math teacher. 
 

She is spending the summer finishing her internship 
with Project YES which includes traveling the US to 
work with military youth on handling deployment. 
 

Daniella Grace Henry 
Daniella Henry, daughter of Doug & Peggy Henry, graduated 
from Strasburg High School this year. She also completed dual-
enrollment classes at the Massanutten Regional Governor’s 
School, graduating from Lord Fairfax Community College with   
her associates degree. She was involved in many sports at both 
schools, including volleyball, basketball, and track & field teams.  
 

Daniella was a member of the National Honor 
Society, Athletic Leadership Council, the      
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Interact Club 
and FCCLA. 
 

She will be attending University of Virginia in 
the fall with a major in Sociology and Early    
Development & Early Education. 
 

We will be honoring our two graduates on  
Sunday, June 30 at a COMBINED service at 
10:00 AM. A light reception and    
fellowship for the whole congregation 
will follow the service. Please come 
and offer your congratulations to 
these two inspiring young women!  

Congrats to Our Graduates! 
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TBUMC Prayer Bears Travel to Amelia!  
 

 

From Kathy Rivers:  This was my first mission trip. I had      

expectations that God would work through us to do “the big stuff.” 
And He did. He helped us paint a church, which, to us looked just 
about impossible, when we showed up with scrapers and paint 
brushes in hand! But what I will always remember about this trip 
was God’s presence in the seemingly small things. Realizing that 
made those things anything but small. It was the gentle breeze 
that blew constantly as we worked outside, providing relief from 
the heat. It was the mama and papa “Patriotic” Prayer Bears that 
just happened to be in the box that Lavon and I gave to Ray and 
Kathleen. Ray was a Vietnam War veteran, who proudly served in 
the marines for twenty years. These bears were hand picked by 
God to show His love to this sweet couple who opened their home 
to us to take showers after sweaty days of work. It was the gentle touch of Harper giving 
neck rubs to tired adults on the team at the end of the day. It was Linda Baker making sure 
I and everyone on the team stayed hydrated. It was Crystal insisting I take her sunglasses 
when I misplaced mine. It was our small group singing “Amazing Grace” a cappella with a 
nursing home resident, he singing with all his heart, tears streaming down his face as we 
left. God is in the big stuff...yes. But it was in the little gestures of love on this trip that he 
touched my heart so much, because we often can feel like God isn’t doing the “big stuff” 
through us, but each of us can be instruments of God’s love by doing the little things, the 
simple things...the things that touch people’s hearts on a daily basis. 
 

 

From Crystal Brinkley:  When we were at the little Jetersville 

church, Pastor Linda asked if anyone had a prayer request. A lady 
three rows behind me spoke up, in tears, and said, “Please pray for 
my granddaughter.”  
 

After the service, we had one Prayer Bear left. I took it to the lady on 
the third row and said, “I believe you need this bear.” She took it with 
tears streaming down her face. She wrapped her arms around the 
bear and we stood like that for a few minutes, with her crying and 
thanking me the whole time. I know she felt God…because I sure did. 
 

From LaVon Stolt:  Toms Brook United Methodist Church is a church of the community. 

When God blessed us with an invitation to bring our prayer group to Amelia County to do 
community work, I was immediately signed up. I met loving, kind folks who opened up their 
homes to us. Sitting around the dining room table after showers having coffee was like 
home and family. We were invited to come back and also to spend the night. We shared our 
prayers and also introduced them to the “group hug.” 

(Continued on Page 11)  

Amelia Missions Trip Testimonies 
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Testimonies from the Mission Field 
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From Linda Baker: One of the stops on our Amelia mission trip was to Mr. and Mrs. 

Jones in Midlothian. Their handrail for the steps was loose and there was a wire and board 
enclosure to be torn down. This home was well-loved for over 60 years by this couple. 
Now things were not kept up due to their ages and declining health. We pulled down the 
wire and fixed and painted the railings and pulled honeysuckle from a hydrangea bush 
that Mrs. Jones said she hadn’t seen in years. 
 
Before leaving, we gathered on their steps and prayed and thanked God for the blessing 
of being able to help MR. and Mrs. Jones. We told God we love them, but knew He loved 
them even more! After we closed our prayer, Mrs. Jones said, “What a lovely prayer.” 
 

As we went to our cars – dirty and covered with paint – there was a spring in our steps 
and a joy in our hearts that God had used us to bless that lovely couple. And we were   
really anxious to be used by Him again. As Pastor Stan says – this is the BEST life! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture this:  A popular girl in her mid-teens is voted to be her high school mascot        

Pocahontas along side of Chief Powhatan. Native Indian by birth, she has long, dark, shiny 
hair down her back, a dark complexion and dark brown eyes. She rides bareback onto the    
football field on a tall Pinto pony. Hundreds in the stands go wild as she smiles and enjoys 
the moment.  
 

Fast forward: She lives outside of town in the woods with no neighbors in sight. Her                 
husband is long since dead, and she is by herself. Her long, shiny hair is now dull and gray. 
She doesn’t drive, and the car that was given to her sits in her front yard rusting. Someone 
comes to mow her yard when they get a chance. 
 

A new pastor comes to town (Pastor Linda) and befriends her. Her hair is cut and died 
brown, and she is happy to have a friend, but the pain of years past is still there. She is 
very quiet and shy. One day, a missions team descends on her house. There are 13 team 
members—like ants on an ant hill, they are every where at once. People inside, outside,     
in the yard and in the cellar. Hammers, drills, handsaws, spray paint, shovels and weed-
eaters—and LOTS of advice in all directions. From that day on, we gained a friend. She felt 
comfortable with us and joined us wherever we went. We are honored that she shared her 
story with us, and we are blessed to have been able to share God’s love with her. 
 

God Bless You, Becky!   

TBUMC Missions Makes a Friend! 
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Helping Out New Friends! 
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Lay Ministry for JUNE  
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June Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
 

2 Gordon Moffat 
4 Robert Moose, Jr. 
6 Bryant Bishop 
6 Doretta Kern 
6 Elise Sager 
8 Gloria Ryman 
12 Payton McCarthy 
12 Stan Thompson 
13 Melanee Himelright 
14 Millson French 
14 Quay French 
14 Lisa Keller 
15 Sue Ann Wetzel 

15 Deby Pugh 
16 Patti Ritter 
17 Daryl Mumaw 
18 Jeanne Jackson 
19 Glenda Funk 
19 Lisa Asher 
19 Tim Purdum 
20 Bob Bauserman 
21 Bill Asher 
21 Levi Blankenship 
23 Dorothy Sheetz 
23 Dewayne Lichliter 
23 Richard Funkhouser 
26 Charles French, Jr. 
26 Amy McCoy Thorpe 

8:30 AM Worship  11:00 AM Worship 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
Coordinator:  Shelba Funk  459-3919 
 

June 2—Lee Pugh/Marcy Bauserman                                            

June 9—John Easto/Marcy Bauserman 

June 16—FATHER’S DAY  

June 23—Billie Jeffery/Marcy Bauserman  

June 30—TBA/Marcy Bauserman  

Inside                  

Greeters:  

 
Sandie Rinker 

 
  Every Person a Greeter 

Acolyte: (8:30) 

Music: (11:00) 

Natalee Peterson (2, 16, 30) 

Mike Cockrell (9, 23) 

 
  Abide 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

 

  Fred Frenzel-HU 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Becky Stickley 
 

Jimmy Peterson 

  Lee Pugh 

  TBD 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Deby Pugh 

Communion 
Stewards: 

  Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Bobby Funkhouser—Servers 

  Abdallah John Khoury—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Abdallah John Khoury—Servers   

26 Abby Morrison 
26 Trent Perry 
27 Debbie Funkhouser 
27 John Gleaton 
28 Kody Burnworth 
28 Alexis Funkhouser 
28 Laurel Purdum 
28    Rebecca Higgins 
 

Anniversaries 
1 Wes & Mitzi Burgess 
4 Fred & Cindy Frenzel 
6 Eric & Caroline Morefield 
8 Darrell & Becky Stickley 
9 Charles & Jennifer Burke 
9 Rick & Kari Keller 



 

 
 

 
 

CONFERENCE KITS & CANS: Just a reminder we are still collecting health and school 

kits and canned items for the 2019 Annual Conference in Roanoke June 20-22. Thanks so 
much for your participation! Remember, the deadline to turn these in is June 9. Please 
place your items in the bins that are underneath the coatrack in the Narthex of the church. 
There are lists of items for the kits on the church back table and on the bulletin board. 
 

SIGNED VOUCHERS: Just a reminder that anytime you purchase something for the 

church (like Sunday school items, food for events, supplies of any kind, etc.) you MUST: 
 

• Fill out a green voucher (available in the library or in church office)  
• Have it signed by the appropriate signing authority for that department   
• Attach a receipt if you require reimbursement 
• Place voucher and attached paperwork in Administrative Assistant’s box in library. You 

can also bring by or mail to church office, 3239 N. Main St, Toms Brook, VA 22660  
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Thank you for using the offering envelopes. HOWEVER, please 

fill out the envelope COMPLETELY and ACCURATELY on the front, particularly your first and 
last name and the amount of the offering, as this ensures that your year-end statements  
will be accurate. Thank you!! 
 

TBUMC T-SHIRTS: Many of you have seen the t-shirts our Amelia Missions team have 

been wearing. We will be placing another order, so if you would like to order one, please  
call or email the church office. They are red shirts with white lettering and cost $8.50 each 
(with an order of 25 or more.) They are UNISEX sizing and run large, so keep that in mind 
when ordering your size. We MUST have your payment prior to ordering.   

 

 
Continued from Page 6—Amelia Testimony From LaVon Stolt: 
 

Meeting Pastor Linda in her own community and working with our group—which merged 
with her group—was a blessing. Helping out in the kitchen was a joy. We had the best     
restaurant in town with all the food prepared by many cooks in the church kitchen. The food  
prepared was incredibly delicious and so much of it—no one ever said they were hungry!! 
 

On May 5, the last day which was a Sunday, I attended all three services. They were        
excellent messages from God. When we attended a school where children participated in  
the singing, I especially remember how the children were given instruments to help with   
the music and how enthusiastic they were...and so polite. We gave Prayer Bears to each 
child, and they liked receiving them. I will always remember this trip that was so blessed!  
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TBUMC News & Tidbits  



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

Toms Brook  

 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s sermons on our 
website. Just go to: http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

and click on the latest media link. 

Annual Conference  
 June 20-22, 2019 


