
 

July is upon us and it is amazing how quickly the time is passing. I am fond  

of quoting the old adage “this too will pass” when in the midst of the storms 

of life. Last year a prominent theme of my preaching and teaching was, “The 

storm is coming.” Who knew the following year, the storm would be Covid-19. 

Well, thankfully, the Lord did. The Lord knows what is going to happen       

because He sees the end from the beginning. The good news is, God has a 

plan for His people, our church, our families, and our individual lives. One of 

my favorite Scriptures is Jeremiah 29:11--“For I know the plans I have for 

you,” says the Lord. ‘They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you 

a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for 

me wholeheartedly, you will find me. I will be found by you,’ says the Lord.”  
 

There is much uncertainty ahead and I do not 

know what the future holds, but I do know the 

One who holds the future. The days of playing 

church are over. We are living in the new reality  

of being the actual disciples of Jesus. We cannot 

go back to the way it was before Covid-19, but 

we can follow the Lord into the new future He 

has for us. The Lord is shaking the tree, and the 

good fruit will remain. My guiding Scripture these 

day is Philippians 3:13-- “…I focus on this one 

thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of 

the race and receive the heavenly prize for which 

God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.” 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father which art in heaven,   

hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for having my life in the palm of Your 

hand. Please keep me safe and help me fulfill the calling You have on my life. 

Glory to Your holy Name. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, amen.” 
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 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 

“I focus on this one 

thing: Forgetting the 

past and looking  

forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on to 

reach the end of the 

race and receive the 

heavenly prize for 

which God, through 

Christ Jesus, is              

calling us.” 
 

~ Philippians 3:13-14 



 

 

As I developed this July issue, complete with its themes of freedom amongst perseverance, 
I immediately looked at the eagle for inspiration. The bald eagle is America’s national bird  

and graces the Great Seal of the United States. At one time the eagle faced extinction, but 

has since recovered and has been taken off of the endangered list—partially due to new 

government regulations and partially because of its own resilience.  
 

I personally think the eagle is one of the most intriguing creatures in the animal kingdom. 

Somewhat like the lion is to mammals, the eagle is considered to be a leader among all 
winged creatures, with its majestic stance and piercing, yet confident stare. It’s almost as  

if, were I to seek out great counsel among earthly vessels, the eagle (barring the obvious 

speech barrier) would be able to give me some great advice, full of wisdom and authority.  
 

Another interesting fact about the eagle is that it is a very focused bird. It has eight times 

the eyesight that humans have with the ability to search out and hone in on prey or danger. 
It isn’t concerned with being caught off-guard because it is always on-guard. The eagle  

symbolizes strength, hope and honesty...all qualities of a strong, yet compassionate leader.  
 

I’m reminded of the familiar scripture in Isaiah 40:28-31— 
 

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

    and His understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, 

    and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the LORD 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint.”  
 

In the midst of national turmoil in all sorts of sizes and shapes, the church of God stands 
firm because of our fearless, capable Leader. Like the eagle, our Almighty God is strong,  

focused and resilient. He is trustworthy and full of grace and truth. He never grows tired or 

weary, and He never wrings His hands, crying, “What are we gonna do?” Our God remains 

steadfast, unmoved and guarded against anything that would try to defile the armies of the 
Living God or endanger its members (us). He promises to give us all the power that we need 

to persevere, renewing our strength as we soar high above every circumstance that we face.  
 

As we enter into a time of national celebrations mixed with chaos or even dissent, lift up 

your eyes...and your wings...and SOAR!  

 

“So, if Jesus sets you free, you are free indeed!” 
 

~ John 8:36 

By Barbara Coverstone Soar on Eagles Wings 



It is strange sometimes how a simple quote can change 

your plans. On a blackboard in our PT/OT office I had writ-

ten, “Without change there would be no butterflies.”         
I had spent the day getting the office ready for a new 

school year and was pleased that there would be a space to     

actually work with students. The building principal walked in, 

pointed to the blackboard, smiled and said that she had a change to make. We were to    
be moved to the back of a classroom with very little space.     

I spent the rest of the day packing up all of our equipment 

and supplies and with the help of some great janitors and my 

husband, moved everything into the very small area. Not sure 
exactly how this “butterfly” was going to work out, but we 

did. It was my last year working, but because of this change   

I met a lot of new coworkers and we all worked well together.   
 

We have been going through a lot of changes since the      

beginning of the year and there have been times when my 

doubts challenged my faith. I know I am a creature of habit 
and like to plan ahead, so these times with a “new abnormal” 

can cause anxiety. I need to remind myself that God’s timing 

and plans are perfect.  
 

I was thinking of all of the changes and remembered a sermon I heard years ago about the 

church and change. It was entitled the “M&M’s of the Church.” The three M’s are:       

Message, Mission and Method. In spite of the times, the Message of the church—Good 
News — remains unchanged. The Mission of the church also remains unchanged — to win 

people to Christ. The Method of the work of the church does, however, often change, and 

we must learn to adapt. We have definitely learned to be creative during these times! There 

is a quote from Charles Dickens: “Butterflies are Free”...but so are we in Christ! 

 

   The Message Stays the Same 
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By Deby Pugh 

 
    

    Worship 
 10:00 AM at the TBUMC Parking Lot   
 

Join us each Sunday at TBUMC for Drive-In Worship! 
You can listen via our new mobile PA system or tune to 
91.9 FM and follow along, right from your car! Parking 
lot attendants will be available to assist you. We do 
ask that you remain in your vehicle at all times.  
 

**Also, the church building will be closed, so there will 
be no restroom facilities available during this time.  

Drive-In  

“O magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt His name together!” 

 

~ Psalm 34:3 

Jn 3:16 



 

  NEW RAMP! 
 

Many thanks to all those who worked hard to 
replace the old, rickety ramp at the Wesley 

House. Special thanks to Jimmy Peterson    

for overseeing the project, as well as to                 

Bobby Funkhouser, Brian 
Funkhouser and J.W. 

Bauserman for assisting.  

Also, a HUGE thanks to the 

Peggy Smith Family for  

donating the new ramp. What 
a tremendous blessing this 

new addition to the church 

office is for staff and visitors! 
 

Also, please notice that the 

PRAYER BOX has received a 
makeover! Please feel free to drop off prayer requests for 

our Morning Prayer Service to pray over. (PLEASE, do 

NOT place offerings here as it is not a secure receptacle.)  

 

 

Lately, I have been thinking about the many Prayer Bears that have been 

sitting alone in our Sanctuary. With the extreme uncertainty of the virus,     

I believe there are many folks (from nursing homes to those unable to get 

out of their homes to children, etc.) who would benefit 
from receiving a Prayer Bear. A stuffed animal just 

might be a much needed companion, bringing joy and 

comfort to those who receive them.   

To that end, I would be pleased to send a Prayer Bear 
(at my expense) to anyone, of any age, that you think might benefit 

from receiving one. All you have to do is contact me and provide the 

name and address of the recipient.  

Please contact me by phone at 459-9640 or by text at 327-8913 or email 
me at aliceholden62@gmail.com. 

In Christ’s love, 

Alice Holden, Coordinator 

 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Prayer Bears UPDATE 

The Wesley House Gets a             



Morning Prayer Service 
 

It was the week everything came to a screeching halt due     
to COVID19. Sunday services: Cancelled. TBUMC Community     
Dinners: Cancelled. Bible Study: Cancelled. Morning Prayer  
Service: Cancelled?? 
 

As Linda Baker and I talked about it, the more we agreed: Even if 

Morning Prayer Service could not meet in person, at least she  

and I could text each other each morning at 7:00 am, have our 

individual study/prayer time at home from 7-8:00 am, and be 

encouraged that we were still praying “together”... although we 
were apart. On Monday morning, the Walkers joined in our first 

“virtual prayer service” and Becky created a group text to invite 

all the regular attendees to join in. It felt like, in just a few minutes, many people were 

chiming in with hello’s and prayer requests! Isn’t God amazing? 
 

Linda would lead the way each morning around 6:45 am with her cheerful greeting of 
praise to God, as we started collecting prayer concerns and praises. At around 7:00 am, 

we would usually stop texting so each person could do their individual Bible study and 

have a time of prayer. For example, Becky and Richard shared that they would read a  

devotion from Our Daily Bread, Upper Room or Abdallah’s Facebook devotion, or listen  
to one of Pastor Stan’s YouTube teachings and then pray. 
 

At 8:00 am we would often conclude with sharing scriptures we encountered during our      
individual time in order to encourage one another. Not everyone joined in each morning, 

so people also shared prayer requests and encouragement throughout the day. This time 

of social isolation became a time of drawing closer to God and to one another. Thanks be 

to God! 
 

We are now meeting at 7:00 am at the    

picnic shelter each morning, attired in 
masks and social distancing at individual 

picnic tables. It is wonderful to be praising 

the Lord together again — in person! It is a 

time of worshiping the Lord, sharing our 
joys and concerns, studying the Bible—line 

by line—and individual silent prayer.  
 

Please Come and Join Us! 

                           

“Draw near to God, and He will  
draw near to you.”   

 

~ James 4:8 
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TBUMC Family & Friends 

By Kathy Rivers 



 

 

Summer Celebrations! 
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July Birthdays  
1 Bobby Funkhouser 

6 Elizabeth Mumaw 

7 Michael G. Keller 
8 Linda Midkiff 

9 Jennifer Gochenour 

10 Daniel Sheetz 

11 Eli Keller 
15 Mathew Terndrup 

17 Rick Glading 

18 Michael Painter 

21 Eli Shade 
21 Nancy Painter 

23 Patricia W. Stine 

24 Becky M. Stickley 

24 Donald Stewart 
25 Niki Funkhouser 

26 Candy Phillips 

29 Kathy Church                                                                                 

30  Gretchen Brill 
30  Billie Racey  
 

Anniversaries 
1 Emmett & Phyllis Umberger 

2 Todd & Karen Peer 

6 Mike & Patti Sheetz 

8 Ben & Deanna King 
15 Donald & Sharon Stewart 

20 Howard & Becky McClanahan 
 

8 Gloria Ryman 

12 Stan Thompson 

15 Sue Ann Wetzel 
15 Deby Pugh 

17 Daryl Mumaw 

20 Bob Bauserman 

23 Dorothy Sheetz 
23 Richard Funkhouser 

26 Charles French, Jr. 

26 Abby Morrison 

27 Debbie Funkhouser 
28 Alexis Funkhouser 

28 Rebecca Higgins 
 

June Birthdays  

 

 

 
 
 

OUR SINCERE THANKS     
to everyone for your faithful   

and continued giving. During 

these “different” times, you 

may wish to give in different 
ways. You may simply bring 

your gifts to our drive-in     

services. If you are unable to   

attend, you may drop them in 
the mail at TBUMC, PO Box 

99, Toms Brook, VA 22660. 

You may also give via PayPal 

at tomsbrookumc.net.  
 

**PLEASE DO NOT leave your 
offerings in the Prayer Box at 

the end of the church office 

ramp. This is NOT a secure  

location and is only used for 
receiving prayer requests.  

Anniversaries 
4 Fred & Cindy Frenzel 

8 Darrell & Becky Stickley 

12 Fuzzy & Tammie Neal 

15 Joe & Robin Stout 
19 Rick & Ginger Glading 

21 Richard & Teresa                                    

 Funkhouser 

23 Steve & Ellen Kern 
25 Don & Dee Griffey 

25  Alan & Kathy Rivers 

27 Roland & Sarah Bagnell 



We are living in an interesting time here in the 2020 USA. But, there have 

been many interesting times for our country since 1776. We have been 

through wars (foreign and domestic), famines, storms, disease and unrest. And, through it 
all, God has blessed us! We are still here! Over the years He has heard our prayers.   
 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and  

I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14  (NIV) 
 

 

There are numerous patriotic hymns and songs that we like to sing around the 4th of July    

in recognition of God’s blessings upon this nation. I think of MY COUNTRY ‘TIS OF THEE, 

BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC, STAR SPANGLED BANNER and Lee Greenwood’s GOD 
BLESS THE USA. This year, though, I am focused on one in particular. I invite you to read 

and meditate on the verses below. St. Augustine has written that “a song is a prayer twice 

done. First with the heart, then with the lips.” May this hymn be your prayer for our country. 
  

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL       by Katherine Lee Bates & Samuel A. Ward 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain; 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea.  
 

O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loved, 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 

And every gain divine.  
 

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam, 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! God mend thine every flaw 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law. 
  

May we never take for granted God’s grace that He has richly bestowed on us. Jesus is the 

“way, the truth and the life.” (John 14:6). Lord, help us to follow You and serve our nation 

selflessly in gratitude and love. 

Page 7 

By Lee Pugh 

                                             God Bless America! 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
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POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 

Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Drive-In Worship in Parking 

Lot by Picnic Shelter 

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m. 

At the Picnic Shelter   

Toms Brook TBUMC on the Net! 

Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         

sermons on our website tomsbrookumc.net.   

Just click on the latest media link. 
TBUMC also has a YouTube page that features all 

of your biblical Q & A’s from Pastor Stan! Just go to 

the website and click on the YouTube link.  
 


