
Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  
Summer is here and I’m thinking Beach! I like the beach but, of course, I 

also like the mountains. And the rain forest. And the desert. I also like the 

ocean. I like God’s creation, and that’s the way the Lord intended it. God 

created the world for us to enjoy, as it is written in Ecclesiastes 5:19b:   

“To enjoy your work and accept your lot in life—this is indeed a gift from 

God. God keeps such people so busy enjoying life that they take no time to 

brood over the past.” I must say, this is how I experience life. I am excited 

about practically everything and look forward to what the Lord has next for 

me. What a great way to live. Even disappointments, God uses to refine 

me and make me more like Jesus, so I rejoice in those, too. Some of you 

reading this may not experience life like I’ve just described. Life for you 

might be a series of difficulties with no end in sight. Well then, I have some 

good news for you: If you want to live the most exciting life ever, then 

simply spend more time with the Lord and let Him transform you. My friend 

Aaron is fond of saying, “Stan, people ask you how to have the joy and 

peace you experience and then go away shaking their heads because 

there’s no way they’re going to put that much effort into walking with the 

Lord.” So then, I say it again, “If you want to live the most exciting life   

ever, then simply spend more time with the Lord and let Him transform 

you.” It’s just that simple.  

Perhaps I’ll see you on the beach. 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You           

for creating the earth for your children to enjoy. Help me live the most              

exciting life ever. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 
 

Pastor Stan 
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The Just Will Live by Faith 
Early one summer morning, my husband and I noticed a bird lying in the middle of our driveway. 
Fearing it was hurt, we drew closer only to discover it perching rather defensively on four large 
eggs. We kept our distance for a few days, not wanting to disturb this fascinating fowl known as 
the Killdeer, while eagerly waiting to witness the marvel of this mother bringing forth her young. 
 

By the end of the first week no fledglings had appeared, and still she sat. Did I mention this 
mother had chosen the middle of our driveway for this happy event? As the days and weeks  
crept by, the morning obstacle course of side-stepping the family-to-be became a daily challenge. 
This bird’s resilient vigil through weeks of hot, humid days, though, was really quite inspiring.     
 

One morning, the tired and grouchy bird met my VERY tired  
and grouchy husband ambling down the driveway to his 
truck. Getting in the massive vehicle, my husband started 
the engine and proceeded to shift into D. (He vows to this 
day that he wasn’t going to hit her...) Suddenly, that bird 
rose up and spread her wings in defiance, advancing on the 
truck with loud, incessant screeching! With a sharp jerk of 
the steering wheel, my husband veered the truck off to the 
side, safely avoiding the nest and virtually fleeing for his life. 
Mrs. Killdeer instantly pursued the truck down the driveway, 
shrieking and flapping her wings and boldly daring that piece of machinery to make her day! 
  

Remember David and Goliath? As a young shepherd boy, the future King David overheard the 
Philistine giant Goliath taunting the Israelites and causing great terror among the army of God.  
Grabbing a stone and his sling-shot, David shouted, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 
should defy the armies of the living God? ...You come to me with a sword… but I come to you in 
the Name of the Lord of hosts!” He proceeded to nail Goliath right between the eyes with his 
small stone, and down went the giant! (1 Samuel 17) 
 

Just like David—and that undaunted bird—we too can have confidence and boldness to face any 
challenge that comes our way. Our fearlessness comes as we trust in the One who dwells within 
us, Jesus—the Author and Finisher of our faith. So, DO NOT back down in the midst of your     
circumstances—after all, Jesus has your back! 
 

“Do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so                  
that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised…                                     

for the just will live by faith…we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed,                                
but of those who believe and are saved.”    ~ Hebrews 10:35-39 
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By Barbara Coverstone 

Memorial Service for Carrie Menges  
 

We want to express our sincere condolences to Bill and Judy Menges for the passing of their   
beloved daughter Carrie. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, July 21 at 12 NOON   
at Burke Community Church, 9900 Old Keene Mill Rd in Burke, Virginia. A light lunch will be 
served afterwards as we gather to greet the family with words of comfort and encouragement. 
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In the Spotlight at TBUMC & District  

   By Kevin Keller, Chairman TBUMC Finance  Committee 
(TBUMC is blessed to have faithful volunteers who are  
committed to serve wherever and whenever there is a 
need. This month we highlight a very dedicated and vital 
part of the function of the church— our Finance Committee, 
headed by Chairman, Kevin Keller.) 
 

“The role of the Finance Chair primarily involves working 
with the Treasurer and reviewing monthly reports. In             
addition, I schedule meetings with the full committee           
when needed, set the annual budget, and monitor internal 
control procedures over handling of transactions. As Chair, 
I also serve as the liaison between the Finance Committee and the Church Council.  

Our Volunteers – Kim Peterson, our Treasurer, does a great job with the monthly transactions 
and preparing reports. All of our Offering Counters are very diligent and make sure that all the 
monies that are designated for specific purposes are appropriately identified. All of our volunteers 
commit a significant amount of time to these activities. 

The mission of the Finance Committee is to continue to ensure the overall financial health of the 
Church and provide support for Church programs.”  Thank you, Kevin and Committee!  

A Very Big Welcome to New DS               
Rev. Dr. Victor Gomez 

 

We want to extend our warm welcome to the new Harrisonburg      
District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Victor Gomez! Rev. Gomez 
comes to the District after serving in the Winchester area since 2011 
as a pastor, chaplain to area fire departments, and an advocate.  
 

A native of Mexico City, Victor came to Shenandoah University in          
Winchester about 25 years ago to study music and earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Music Composition. His love for Winchester and the Valley 
never left him. After marrying his wife, Heather, in 1997 and becoming 

a United States citizen in 2005, Victor moved his family—that now included newly-born daughter, 
Jessenia— to Atlanta. He received a Master in Divinity from Emory University and a Master of 
Theology from Columbia Theological Seminary. He also holds a Doctorate in Public Ministry from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Boston. He is an ordained Elder in the United Methodist 
Church. 
 

Victor has served on numerous boards and agencies at Conference and District levels. He is the 
first President of the Latino Clergy Caucus in the Virginia Conference. He also serves as faculty   
of the Methodist Seminary in Cuba. All are invited to a Welcome Worship and Installation Service 
for Victor and his family on July 15 at 2:00 PM at Dayton UMC. A reception will follow, and 
childcare will be provided for the service. Contact Dayton UMC at 879-2102 for more details. Let 
us welcome Victor and Heather and Jessenia to our area and make them feel at home! 

 

(Portions taken from Harrisonburg District July 2018 Newsletter.) 



Special Thanks From                            
Pastor Linda Hudgins: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What a sendoff! Thank you, 
church, for the love you’ve 
shared with me over the 
years. On my last Sunday, 
hugs, pats on the back, and 
kisses on the cheek made me 
feel like I was special. Not so! 
I realized that Toms Brook 
Methodist Church treats   
everyone special.  I have  
witnessed a church with a lot 
of love grow into a church 
with so much love that it is 
now overflowing into the 
community. Everyone says 
they are proud of me. I can 
rightfully say that I am 
proud of you! (Luke 10:27) 
 

In Christ Alone,  
Pastor Linda 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Living Waters Bible Study 
has decided to continue their 
Bible study into the summer 
months! Please join us on 
Thursday Evenings at 7PM 
at the church for an enriching 
dig into God’s Word!  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for filling two tables at the Shenandoah County  
Pregnancy Center on April 21, 2018. With your help, the                 
banquet raised $24,495.58 in cash and another $8,570            
in pledges that will be collected throughout the year. You 
played an important role in this success. The banquet was 
blessed with the attendance of nearly 300 people! We                    
appreciate your time and support of the Pregnancy Center. 

Upcoming Events 

Walk for Life &  Motorcycle Run - September 22, 2018  
 

Linda Hudgins, Client Services Director 
Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center 

 Dinner Outreaches 
3rd Thursday in July & August  

6:00 PM at TBUMC’s 
Margaret Hottle Family Use Area 

 
 

As part of TBUMC “Becoming the Community’s Church,” our         
Missions Committee has organized a series of Community             
Dinner Outreaches during the summer months of June, July, 
August (and possibly September, depending on the weather)       
in the new picnic shelter, officially known as the Margaret Hottle 
Family Use Area. The first dinner was held on June 21 and was 
a great success! We served about 55 people, with 15 joining       
us from out in the community. BBQ, slaw, and hot dogs were    
enjoyed, along with much conversation and laughter. What a  
blessing it is to fellowship with other believers and reach out to 
our neighbors with the love of Jesus!  

Our next dinner will be Thursday, July 19 at 6:00 PM. Anyone 
who is interested in helping with this outreach to our community  
is encouraged to call or text Linda Baker at 540-335-3640.       

**For those who attended in June, make sure to check out the 
recipe for Kathy Church’s AWESOME Vegetable Salad that she 
shared at the event...it is located on the back cover of this issue... 
it was delicious and a hit with all!  

TBUMC, Food & Fellowship! 
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    Annual                      
 Church Picnic 
       Sunday, July 29 

        5:00 PM at the 

 Margaret Hottle Family Use Area 
 

Come join us at our Annual Church Picnic on              
Sunday, July 29 at 5:00 PM in our new shelter,    
the Margaret Hottle Family Use Area. Make plans 
now to attend this fun evening of good food, music, 
outdoor games and Christian fellowship with our 
church family and friends.  

Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share, lawn chairs 
and any game equipment you may have (horse shoes, 
volleyball, Frisbees, etc.). A few may even like to share 
their musical talents with guitars and an old-fashioned 
sing along! For more information, call the church office 
at 436-9312. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

TBUMC, Food & Fellowship! 
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United Methodist Men 
Are Taking Their 
Wives to Dinner!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gentlemen, please mark your 
calendars: August 21 will be 
the night to take your wife 
out to dinner! This is an 
event that the Methodist Men 
have been having in years 
past that includes all men of 
TBUMC and their wives.    

We will meet at the Golden 
Corral in Winchester which  
is located on 120 Costello 
Drive at 6:00 PM. Some 
might want to carpool from 
the church parking lot—     
you can connect with another 
couple, save gas and enjoy 
each other’s company!   
Please let Jeff Delano or Hal 
Morrison know by July 30    
if you plan to attend so they 
can reserve the restaurant’s   
conference room.   

All other UM Men meetings 
this summer will be on an as 
needed basis. Blessings for a 
safe and enjoyable summer!  

Jeff Delano 540-459-4197 or 
jldelano@shentel.net ; Hal 
Morrison 540-459-5571 or 
halmor51@gmail.com  

 



Inside Greeters:  Debbie Funkhouser, Patricia Stine   Fred and Cindy Frenzel 

Acolyte: Chelsea Stine            _____________ 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

Bob Lively 

Leo Ryman   Gloria Ryman 

  Kevin Keller 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

JJ Funkhouser 
 

Brian Funkhouser 

  Debbie Buckley  

  Sharon Keller 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Lee Pugh  

Communion:   Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

   Pastor Stan Thompson,  

   Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

  Abdallah John Khoury—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson, 

  Paul Wieber—Server    

Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM 

Lay Ministry for July  
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“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

has given me strength to do His work.                        

He considered me trustworthy and                   

appointed me to serve Him.”      

~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT 

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to bring                            

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will                               

be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free,                              

and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come!” 

~ Luke 4:18-19 

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided. 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
 

Coordinator:  Candy Phillips: 465-5071 

July 1—Stan Thompson/Marcy Bauserman                                             

July 8—Bobby Funkhouser/Marcy Bauserman 

July 15—Debbie Buckley/Marcy Bauserman  

July 22—Jeff Delano/Marcy Bauserman 

July 29—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman  



The Master’s Choir will be taking a summer break during July and August for a 

time of renewal and refreshing. They will return in the fall to start another season 

of beautiful music and praise! In the meantime, be sure to check out our upcoming 

soloists for the 8:30 AM services! 

SOLOISTS: 

July  1 - Hal Morrison 

July  8 - Jeff Delano 

July 15 - Ken Hoffman 

July 22 - Tom Haun 

July 29 - Connie Cockrell & Elaine Neff 

August  5 - Liz Heavener,  Dorothy Bynum                                                                               

           & Charlie Lam 

August 12 - Jane Rhodes 

August 19 - Chris Rooney 

August 26 - Linda Delano 

 

Anniversaries 
1 Emmett & Phyllis Umberger 
2 Todd & Karen Peer 
6 Mike & Patti Sheetz 
8 Ben & Deanna King 
15 Donald & Sharon Stewart 
20 Howard & Becky McClanahan 
30 Mike & Ashley Graham 

Summer Schedule for Soloists 
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1 Bobbie Funkhouser 
1 Savannah Lee 
2 Jeremiah Purdum 
3 Tina Devers 
3 Debbie Ritenour 
4 Nathan Umberger 
5 Ellen Provost 
6 Elizabeth Mumaw 
7 Michael G. Keller 
8 Linda Midkiff 
9 Jennifer Gochenour 
9 Elizabeth Davis 
10 Daniel Sheetz 
11 Eli Keller 
11 Morgan Moyer 
11 Megan P. Roddy 
13 Nicholas Ahern 
13 Patsy Montano 

15 Mathew Terndrup 
17 Rick Glading 
18 Michael Painter 
21 Eli Shade 
21 Nancy Painter 
22 Thomas Currie 
22 Brenda Adkins 
23 Patricia W. Stine 
24 Becky M. Stickley 
24 Donald Stewart 
25 Niki Funkhouser 
25 Ellen Prince 
26 Candy Phillips 
29 Kathy Church                                                                                 
29 Tina Maddox 
29 Gerald Soltis 
30 Gretchen Brill 
30  Billie Racey 

Please contact the church office for any additions 
or corrections to the birthday or anniversary lists. July Birthdays 
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POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook  


