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Greetings my friends in the Name of the Lord!

This past year has been great for Toms Brook United Methodist Church
because the Lord’s presence in worship, mission, evangelism, and fellowship has
moved us towards the goal of a healthier church. God’s glory has been seen in the
spirit of reconcilia"on that so many have experienced personally and as a church.
Part of our goal is to become one church instead of two mee"ng in the same
building. Some"mes we can be divided by worship style or worship service "mes,
but as we grow closer to the Lord, we simply become one church. As the Scriptures
say (James 4:6-8), “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will ﬂee from you. Come close to
God, and God will come close to you.” As we draw close to God, He draws close to
us and our lives are transformed to be the people He needs us to be. This is exactly
what is happening in our midst and we can see it with our own eyes. This past year
has been great, but next year will be even be4er.
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for
healing Your church and helping us learn how to live as Your obedient children. Help
us to share what You have done in our midst with all we see so that You will receive
glory, and we will be blessed. In Jesus’ Name, amen.”
The peace of God be with you,
Pastor Stan
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† Sharing Jesus †
The true story is told of two men si:ng together on a train. When one shared with the
other, a commi4ed Chris"an, that he was heading home to donate a kidney to his father, the
Chris"an listened intently. Sensing his seatmate’s genuine interest, the speaker conﬁded that
he didn’t know his life’s purpose.
Sensing an openness in his new friend, the Chris"an told him about Jesus and the purpose Jesus had given to his life. The Chris"an man said later that he’d never met someone so
apprecia"ve of hearing the Good News.
A key Epiphany theme is sharing the news of Jesus. “Ordinary”
Chris"ans can do that best by listening for an opening when visi"ng with
someone and sharing part of their faith story in rela"on to something the
other has said. There’s no need to accost strangers on street corners. Just
be yourself, let the Holy Spirit guide you and invite your listener to follow
Jesus, too.
(Taken from Newsle er Newsle er)

Winter Church
Closing Information
When bad weather requires cancella"on of
our church services or mee"ngs, please
look to radio sta"on WSVG (7.90 AM),
WHSV-TV, or their web-site:
www.whsv.com/closings, or our church
website:
www.tomsbrookumc.net
for up-to-date cancella"on
informa"on.

2017 Church Directory
The church oﬃce will be upda"ng our
church directory for 2017. If you have any
addi"ons or changes (names, addresses,
phone numbers or email) for our church
directory, please contact the church oﬃce
(540-436-9312 or
tbumc@shentel.net).
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Hearts & Hands
Hearts and Hands will meet on Tuesday January 17, at 7:00 p.m. All members and anyone
wishing to join are encouraged to a4end. It is at this "me that we will need to plan ac"vi"es
for the upcoming year.

UM Men Will Hold Fellowship Breakfast
Gree"ngs men one and all, from ages 16 to 102,
The Methodist Men of Toms Brook United Methodist Church are invi"ng you to a fellowship
breakfast on Saturday, January 21, at 8:00 a.m. in our fellowship hall. Our regular monthly
mee"ngs are canceled through the months of January to March because of the cold and inclement weather.
With this in mind, and knowing that many of you are not mee"ng goers anyway, we did not
want to lose contact with each other with our busy lifestyles and no regular mee"ngs to
a4end. So this New Year we are planning to have a quarterly fellowship gathering to be4er
get to know each other and to challenge each other in our spiritual growth. There are so
many ways we can serve our Lord, and many of you already doing that, but we are hoping
there are others who want to get more involved and are not sure what to do next.
Come on out and join us for some good food, warm fellowship, and some "me to get to know
one another in a diﬀerent se:ng other than Church Worship services or Sunday School. If
weather is bad on January 21, our back-up plan is to meet on February 4, at 8:00 a.m. in our
church fellowship hall. Men, bring your sons and/or friends!
“Let us break bread together,” and grow as a group of God’s Men called for a purpose.
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A NOTE OF THANKS
The Staff of TBUMC would like to thank the Staff Parrish
Relations Committee for the delicious Staff Appreciation
Dinner held on December 6th. Special Thanks to Bobby and
Debbie Funkhouser for preparing the meal.We also appreciated the gifts we received from the church and the kind
words of appreciation and encouragement.
The Staff of TBUMC

Food Collections and Outreach Reports
Lend-a-Hand Report - In November, the church had 21 calls or visits and spent $689.25 for
area outreach to 8 people/families.
Compassion Cupboard - The donations for December were: 20 cans of evaporated milk (12
oz.), 27 cans of peas (15.5 oz.), and 7 cans of green beans (14.5 oz.).
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January 15 is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
National Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is celebrated on January
15, 2017. National Sanctity of Human Life Day is an observance declared by several U.S. Presidents who opposed abortion. President
Ronald Reagan designated January 22, 1984 as the first National
Sanctity of Human Life Day. The date was chosen to coincide with
the 11th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court case that
first recognized the constitutionally-protected status of abortion in
the United States.
President Ronald Reagan’s proclamation included these words:

"We have been given the precious gi of human life, made more precious s ll by our births
in, or pilgrimages to a land of freedom. It is ﬁ!ng, then, on the anniversary of the Supreme
Court decision in Roe v. Wade that struck down State an -abor on laws, that we reﬂect
anew on these blessings, and on our corresponding responsibility to guard with care the lives
and freedoms of even the weakest of our fellow human beings."
To learn more go to this link: http://www.focusonthefamily.com/pro-life
For 21 Days of Prayer for Life guide go to: http://www.breakpoint.org/21days
(With material from: Wikipedia and https://rtl.org/events/sohls/sohls_email.html) The text
"National Sanctity of Human Life Day" has been taken from www.cute-calendar.com
The Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center is a Christian, non-profit community service organization and ministry dedicated to providing accurate information, education, and assistance
to anyone who is pregnant. In addition to pregnancy testing, the center in Edinburg provides
information about pregnancy options. Pregnancy and parenting education for expectant mothers and fathers is also offered at the center, and community referrals are made for service needs
outside the center. Contact information is :
Physical:
28 Cedarwood Lane, Edinburg, VA 22824
Telephone: 540-984-4673, Email: pregnant@shentel.net
Hours:
Monday By Appointment ♦ Tuesday 12-8:00 p.m. ♦ Wednesday 12-4:00 p.m.
Thursday 10am-6 p.m. ♦ Friday 12-4 p.m.
For additional hours by appointment call 540-984-4673 or text 540-335-3164
The center is funded strictly by donations and is also dependent on volunteers. Donations can
be placed in the offering with “Shen. Co. Pregnancy Center” in the check memo line or envelope
reference area. Donations may also be sent directly to the center at any time.
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Lay Ministry for January
Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m.

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m.

Inside Greeters:

Pam & Ed Grabenstein

Emmett & Phyllis Umberger

Acolyte:

Chelsea Stine

Ushers:

Hal Morrison

Lois Morrison

Ed Grabenstein

Pam Grabenstein

_____________
Sean Davis

Visual Creation:

Linda Hudgins

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Abby Davis

Sound Board :

Doug Midkiff

Elizabeth Davis

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Servers

Phyllis Umberger —Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Rotating—Servers

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:

January 1—Gary Kronk/Marcy Bauserman

Coordinator: Mary Fay: 333-2378

January 8—Billie Jeffery/Marcy Bauserman
January 15—Bobby Funkhouser/Marcy Bauserman
January 22—Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman
January 29—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulle!n board for your convenience. Please ﬁnd a subs!tute if
you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve. Devo!on leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.

“Be always at war with your vices,
at peace with your neighbors and
let each New Year find you a better person.”
~Benjamin Franklin
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Sermons & Scriptures for January
January 1

“The Presence of God in Real-Time”

Romans 8:14-17

January 8

“The Prophetic Vision”

Proverbs 29:18

January 15

“The Tree of Life in the Paradise of God”

Revelation 2:1-7

January 22

“I Will Give You the Crown of Life”

Revelation 2:8-11

January 29

“I Will Give You a New Name”

Revelation 2:12-17

“Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to
open the scroll and its seven seals.’”
Revelation 5:5 (NIV)

Birthdays & Anniversaries
January Birthdays

18

Billie Jeﬀery

3

Be4y Grant

19

Lewis Broy

3

Mary Jones

20

Rebekah Mumaw

3

Cassidy Richardson

21

Megan Church

5

H.B. Sager

21

Kennedy Eagle

7

Dakota Funkhouser

22

Rhonda French

8

Ken Hoﬀman

23

Warren French

8

Megan Eagle

26

Fred Ritenour

9

Todd Peer

27

Sandra S"ckley

10

Kari Keller

28

Bobby Funk

13

Olivia Gochenour

13

Terry Orndorﬀ

14

Abbey Rinker

16

Preston Burke

16

John McCoy

17

Lynn Tucker

Anniversaries
6

Joshua & Bethany
Seidel

16

Patrick & Sharon
McCarthy

Sermon Podcast
You may now listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s sermons on our website. Just go to:
h p://www.tomsbrookumc.net/ and click
on the latest media link.
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Toms Brook UMC
3263 N. Main St.,
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Oﬃce Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net

Humor to Break Up the Winter Blahs
•

Don’t let your worries get the best of you;
remember, Moses started out as a basket case.

•

Some people are kind, polite and sweet-spirited ...
un"l you try to sit in their pew.

•

People are funny: They want the front of the bus,
the middle of the road and the back of the church.

•

Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect,
you couldn’t belong.

•

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

•

Working for God on earth doesn’t pay much, but
his re"rement plan is out of this world.

Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Minister:
Dr. Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Tradi!onal Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Applica!on Classes: 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

~Taken from January Newsletter Newsletter

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

