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        From the Pastor’s Desk...  From the Pastor’s Desk...  From the Pastor’s Desk...  From the Pastor’s Desk...    

 

Greetings my friends in the Name of the Lord!  

This month’s Scripture is Psalm 133:  

1 How wonderful and pleasant it is 

    when God’s children live together in harmony! 

2 For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil 

    that was poured over Aaron’s head, 

    that ran down his beard 

    and onto the border of his robe. 

3 Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon 

    that falls on the mountains of Zion. 

And there the Lord has pronounced his blessing, 

    even life everlasting. 

 This month’s word is harmony. The word harmony is defined by merriam-

webster.com as, “the combination of different musical notes played or sung at the 

same time to produce a pleasing sound.” Each of us plays a part in the harmony of our 

church. When we live together in harmony it is proof that God’s blessing rests upon 

us. Have you ever heard someone playing a beautiful piece of music and then hit a 

wrong note? Wow, that hurts the ears! So it is in our church. If I show up to meetings 

or worship on Sunday morning with a bad disposition, then I sound like a wrong note. 

And that is not wonderful or pleasant. But when God’s people live in harmony, when I 

show up as a good note, then we all work together as one.  

Our church becomes a safe place for visitors to bring their families and those who are 

suffering to find relief. Others in the community will hear of our beautiful harmony 

and want to come and join us. This is the vision God has for our church. Let us pray, 

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for helping us live togeth-

er in peace and harmony. Help me be a good note in Your musical community called 

the church. In Jesus’ Name, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you, 

Pastor Stan 

    



Page 2 

   February Missions Outreach and Educa�on  

                                                                 Wednesday Souper Suppers  

                                    February 10 through March 16 

                                  Souper Suppers  

                                    begin at 6:15 p.m.  

 

In addi�on to collec�ng items and funds for several local outreach organiza�ons, guest speak-

ers will be providing informa�on about their services during the Lenten meals this year.  The 

collec�on requests and speaker schedule for February is below.  

 

Lenten Season Collec�ons and Speakers 

February 10February 10February 10February 10    

Supper Host: Hearts & Hands 

Mission Focus: TBUMC Lend-a-Hand (A free will offering will be collected for the TBUMC Lend 

a Hand Fund, which provides emergency financial assistance.) 

  

February 17February 17February 17February 17    

Supper Host: Adult Sunday School Class (downstairs) 

Mission Focus: Response Inc. shelters and assists those affected by domestic and sexual violence. 
Items needed: floor cleaner, Pine Sol, paper towels,  trash bags (13 and 33 gallon size) 

 

February 24February 24February 24February 24    

Supper Host: Master’s Choir 

Mission Focus: Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter ends and prevents homelessness through services 
and education for families with and without children, as well as single adults. A free will offering will 
be collected. 

 March	Lenten	Collections	and	Speakers 

The following organizations will be supported in March. Watch the bulletin and March newsletter for 
the scheduled dates and items needed. 
 

Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center is a Christian ministry that provides accurate infor-
mation, education, and assistance to anyone who is pregnant. 
 

Shenandoah County Community Health Clinic offers healthcare and dental services to Shen-
andoah County residents who are uninsured or underinsured. 
 

A Small Hand - Provides help and supplies to infants (newborn to 36 months). 



Food Collections and Outreach Reports 
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                                                                                                                                                                                            Five Greek CrossesFive Greek CrossesFive Greek CrossesFive Greek Crosses 

          The Greek Cross has four arms of equal length. The five crosses grouped 

together is an appropriate symbol for Lent because they represent the five 

wounds of Christ (hands, feet, and side).                 

 

Compassion Cupboard—The donations for January were: 2 (16 oz.) spaghetti noodles, 6 (12 

oz.) canned evaporated milk, 9 (19 oz.) canned soup, 8 (15 oz.) cans of peas, 1 (14.5 oz.) of 

canned green beans, 1 (15.25 oz.) canned corn, 10 bars of soap, 23 pkg. of Ramen noodles, 4 (10 

oz.) canned soup, 6 cups of dry soup mix, 10 (7.75 oz.) canned Beanie Weenies, and 

1 (20 lb.) bag of rice.   

Lend-a-Hand Report—In December, the Lend-a-Hand fund had 12 calls or visits 

and spent $741.22 for area outreach to 7 people/families. 

                                                                                        History Book Sale! 

Beginning with 1878 to the present, there have been 54 pastors to pass 

through the doors of the three churches in Toms Brook.  You may be sur-

prised to realize how many of them you remember.  There is a bio of many 

of them in the History of the Toms Brook United Methodist Church.   The 

book is now available for $6.00. Anyone wanting to purchase a copy should see a History 

Committee member at the church library on Sundays or may call Gloria Ryman (540-436-

3652) or the church office (540-436-9312). The book will also be available for purchase at 

The Market in Woodstock. 
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““““Senior Moments” LuncheonSenior Moments” LuncheonSenior Moments” LuncheonSenior Moments” Luncheon 

 

Friday, February 19th 
 
11:00 am, TBUMC Fellowship Hall 
 
Featuring “The Velvet Bass,” Ken Hoffman 
 
 
 

Come share lunch with friends and enjoy favorite hymns by our own Ken Hoffman. Ken will al-

so lead us in an old-fashioned hymn sing, so have your request ready! 

 
Senior members and friends of the church (65 and over ) are invited to attend at no charge.   

Senior guests (65+) are welcome for a nominal cost of $5.00.    

 

Cancellation due to snow or extreme weather will follow the lead of the County School System – 

if schools are closed, we will not have the luncheon. A delayed start will not affect our gather-

ing. Transportation is available upon request. 

 

Please RSVP by the sign-up sheet on the church bulletin board or contact Jeff or Linda Delano 

at 459-4197. If you sign up and find you cannot attend, please contact us as soon as possible.      

 

The Love of God_________ 

 

“For all God’s words are right, and everything He does is worthy of our 

trust. He loves whatever is just and good; the earth is filled with His tender 

love. He merely spoke, and the heavens were formed and all the galaxies 

of stars. He made the oceans, pouring them into His vast reservoirs.”   

                                                                  Psalm 33:4-7 TLB 
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John Wesley – Preacher, Theologian, Principal Founder of the Methodist Movement 

John Wesley was born on June 28, 1703 in Epworth, England. He was born, one of nine-

teen children, to Samuel & Susanna Wesley. His father was rector of Epworth of Lincolnshire, 

England. John had a brother, Charles, who was his closest friend--born in 1707. It is said that 

John’s emotional and educational development was influenced by his mother, Susanna. She 

was a strong-minded and intellectual woman who taught her children the alphabet by the age 

of five and expected them to begin reading the next day. She taught them in the rectory kitchen 

and set them up to reading six hours a day from the scriptures and the classics. John thrived in 

this atmosphere. He was curious about the reason for everything and was quick to learn. 

The setting of Lincolnshire was one of poverty. Most residents were illiterate and lived in 

squalor. Epworth was a small rural town with a swampy-marshy type land. At one point, the 

rectory caught on fire and all the family got out except for John, then five years old, who pulled 

a chair over to a window and called for help.  He waited calmly until he was rescued and lifted 

down. His mother thanked God for “this brand plucked from the fire.” She told John that God 

had saved him for a purpose. 

In 1735, John and Charles Wesley set out with General Oglethorpe to establish a new 

colony in America to be called Georgia.  John planned on being a chaplain to the colonists and a 

missionary to the Indians, but things did not go well. Their plans met with failure, however 

they met a group that really impressed them---the German Moravians. The Moravians ex-

pressed a  joy and a calmness that they said was the result of their “assurance of salvation.” 

John returned to England in 1737.  

The following year John attended a meeting on Aldersgate Street where the glorious ex-

perience of personal salvation was made real to him.  This led him to follow in George White-

field’s footsteps of preaching in open areas or fields to those who would listen. This was a hard 

thing for John to do for he was brought up in the Anglican tradition of hearing preaching in the 

church. But as he noticed that lives were changing and people were meeting in small groups for 

confession and “healing of their souls,” he found himself preaching in the open-air church at 

Bristol. Not long after, a small tract of land was purchased and a meeting room was built. Bris-

tol was to be the setting of the first Methodist preaching – house in the world. 

John and Charles both preached throughout Bristol and London and were called joint 

leaders of the Methodist revival. John, however, is known as the “creator of Methodism” be-

cause it was he who, even after he was married, continued to travel, preach, and organize until 

his death.  

Wesley had a special place in his heart for the poor, downcast, the vulgar, and outcasts of 

society. His itinerary was full. He not only preached throughout Britain but went to Ireland 

and Scotland as well. Quite often he preached four to five times in one day. His voice had quite 

a clear quality and a tremendous carrying power. It has been witnessed that his voice carried a 

distance of 140 yards. 

John Wesley not only cared for people’s souls; he opened an orphanage, founded King-

swood School in Bristol, and established dispensaries for those that were ill and couldn’t afford 

to pay doctors. John Wesley died at the age of 88 on March 2, 1791. At his death, the nation re-

alized that a very great man had been in their midst and had left a lasting heritage. 

Sources: John Wesley and the Methodists (a book in the church library 
                                           Web site: Christian Classic Etheral Library,                                                                                               

                                http://www.ccel.org/ccel/hewitt/gerhardt.bWesleyJ.html 

 



Inside Greeters:  Leo & Gloria Ryman 

     

      Gloria Kronk & Doretta Kern 

Nursery:     Debbie Funkhouser        Volunteers needed   

Acolyte:      Natalee Peterson                                ___________ 

Ushers:      Leo Ryman            Gloria Ryman 

     Sandie Rinker      Ethan Funk 

           

      Sean Davis                                 

       

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

     Becky Stickley 

     Koti Funkhouser        

      Linda Hudgins 

 

      Sharon Keller 

Sound Board :      Doug Midkiff        Elizabeth Davis 

Communion:      Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

     Dr. Stan Thompson,  

     Bobby Funkhouser—Servers 

      Phyllis Umberger—Set-up 

      Dr. Stan Thompson, 

      Ed Smallwood—Servers      

Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m. 

Lay Ministry for February 
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Note: This list will be posted on the church bulle�n board for your convenience. Please find a subs�tute if 

you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve. Devo�on leaders should con-

tact the coordinator at the number provided. 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
                                                                                                                                            

Coordinator: Shelba Funk-459-3919 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb.      7—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman           

                                                                                           

Feb.    14—Shelba Funk/Marcy Bauserman  

                       

Feb.    21—Jeff Delano/ Marcy Bauserman 

 

Feb.    28—Sharon Maynard/Marcy Bauserman 

 

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m. 



Sermons & Scriptures for February 
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February 7             “We Are On a Mission from God”                             Matthew 28:16-20 

February 10            Ash Wednesday 

                               “Repentance Is as Repentance Does”                    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 14            “Take Up Your Cross” Mark 8:31-38 

February 21            “Washing Feet and Unity of the Body of Christ       John 13:1-17 

February 28 “I AM” John 8:31-59 

February 

Birthdays 

 

1 Jason Shanholtz 

1 Emme' Umberger 

3 Riley Gochenour 

4 Larry Himelright 

4 Nancy Moffat 

8 Susan Moose 

9 Paul Adams 

9 Elizabeth McCoy 

10 Juli Kent 

14 Kelli Wilson 

15 Kitra French 

15 Jaden Murphy 

16 Karaline Brill 

16 Leta S�ckler 

16 Abigail Davis 

18 Debbie Buckley 

18 Amelia Gochenour 

18 Bill Menges 

19 Dale McCoy 

20 Derek Burgess 

21 Rhonda Lively 

21 Hunter Funk 

21 Do>e Bradbury 

23 Alyssa S�ckley 

24 Shelba Funk 

24 Phyllis Himelright 

24 Alex Wieber 

25 Stephanie Ryman 

27 Sara McClelland 

28 Brian Morefield 

28 Mil Wallen 

 

Anniversaries 

 

2 John & Nancy Easto 

5 Paul & Debbie Buckley 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 Church Cancella�on:  

The Church Cancellation Protocol will be 

used by Pastor Stan when there needs to be  

a cancellation of a church function. Cancella-

tions will be placed on these sites. 

WHSV TV,  

Website: http://www.whsv.com/closings,  

WSVG RADIO-790 AM, or our  

TBUMC website: http://

www.tomsbrookumc.net/ 

 

 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The WitnessThe WitnessThe WitnessThe Witness    
P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                 

 Toms Brook UMC 

3263 N. Main St.,  

P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 

 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 

Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

 

Minister: 

Dr. Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.   

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

(check our calendar for 

cancellations)             

 

  

  

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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       Community Service Outreach Festival 

 

On Saturday February 6, 2016, from 10:00 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

the Edinburg United Methodist Parish (St. John’s and Wes-

ley Chapel) will again be hosting a festival celebrating our 

community’s generosity. This year, the event is called the 

Community Service Outreach Festival and it will be held at 

the Charterhouse School in the Old Edinburg School Build-

ing, 508 Piccadilly St. in Edinburg.  

Currently over 22 local privately and publically funded non-

profit service agencies are registered to attend what resem-

bles a large trade show or job fair. Many of the organizations 

represented will be looking to inform you about what they do 

and how you can get involved. There will also be live music 

and door prizes and we hope our new venue will have plenty 

of parking. So, come, learn, connect and maybe find a place 

to share your talents.  

In the event of foul weather, our alternate date is February 

20, 2016. 

                       


